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Another three months hnve nlmost rolledrround ~nd here ve g0 ngnin on that ngeold
merry-go-round known »s Saps. Unless something goes wrong I'll finish out snother
vear of minium ~ctivity. The pace hms been preety strong for the l-st few yesrs, 1
Simply have no time for relsxation anymore.

This is something thnt's sterting to bother me, this swmer I went over that on
line »nd I ean't help recnalling the goneby ye~rs when 1 ecculd look forward to sitting
down in the evenings nnd calling them my own, I could read » book, fool with the
typesetting that I enjy but simply h~ven't got time for now, teke in » show, or emll
a2 few of the boys and invite them over.

It seems that I've been in the middle of » rnt r~ce since about '57-'58

In ease you crn't tell by the improves service, etc I'm still with the post office,
~nd on the verge of mrking "regular" elerk. I vorked some 9-10 months as a "temp"®,
temporory clerk. UDNow, this is according to trrdation, the lowest form of life. It's
~ crenture th-t pumps m~il, empties sncks, ~nd does vhntever it's told for ns many
hours »s it crn stand on it's feet,

A few weeks ago I m~de "substitute" clerk, This is ~n in-between type. I can't
be booted out vithout cruse, They c~n nlvays mrnke it mizzer~ble enough that I'11
quit but I see no re-son thnt they should do so. In ~ny crse when I becruse »
'sub" employee I got tronsferred onto ~ d=y shaft, They need » few employyees at
ench loention in this clnssificntion.

So, yesterd~y Sybil herrd ( ~t the mrin office) the rumor thrt they would be
nppointing 12 new "regul~r* (c~rrer) clerks. ow, » "regul-r" is the top classifie
icn tion ~mong clerks. A regul-r norm~lly works }J0 hours per week, he gets four weeks
Vacation ~nma~1lly,; he nlso gets pnid holidrys ( ~nd suffers = pry cut of 8 per hour)
he gets 12 dnys n ye~r sick le~ve, etec.

Tod~y when I reported for work the senior clerk ~t the stntion told me thnt I'd
be » regulsr soon, lnter the st~tion superintend~nt mentioned the s~me thing «- ~nd I
hnven't hesrd » word officrlly.

Finsncinlly it hns been n pretty good yesr, I have worked not less thman 60 ~nd
usunlly closer to 70 hour per week. Sybil hes ~lso owrked for the p.c. most of this
yerr, with occssionnl lay offs and (unp~id) sick leaves. e've got » decent cor
for » chnnge, new crrpeting, = new dinette suite, ~nd should mrke the final pryments
on the house in the next few weeks. We desperatly need new furniture, etc but nll
tiings come in time I guess. Ve're h~ving new sidewnlks ~nd drivewsy put in this
week o... and getting re~dy to sell the house ~nd get snother larger one 4 guess.

The house just isn't l~rrge cnough for us »ny longer. Sybil bought ~ new broom
this summer ~nd 4 got ~ couple more btooks. There just isn't enough spnce for the
works. Mntter of fact I've bought nbout 4,000 books and mngnzines in the lnst two
months, » good de~l of which is now stored on the e~st side of Detroit. Everytime 1
stack » few hundred in the living room 5Sybil rrises such » fuss thnt I get them out,

Th~t womrn just has no consider-tion!

Vo h~d n little ecomic convention in Deiroit ~bout six wcellcs ngo, nothing much
h~ppened but I guess everybody h~d n good time. I thipk there s »~nother one pl-nned
for next yesr but ~m not sure,




It's another ten days and I have m~de tregular"® - I'm on n flat 4O heur week now,
but it doesn't seem to help too mueh. You see, Sybil is still owrking ~nd she's
doing 56 hours per weex. This lesves me with almost full casrge of the kids =~nd
the house.

The post office has something they cnll a "scheme examin~tion", this concerns the
method used to sort the mail ( and should be sufficent to fill = holf prge). The
mril arrives =t the post office in sncks, now somehow it has to get sorted out for

the individurl carriers. t'e tnke these huge st~cks, troys. cte ~nd bre~rk it down
in » pre-sort srrangement. This involves knowing every stireet in the city of
Denrborn & Derrborn Hgts, Therc are ~pproximntely 1500 dividions in this operat-

jon. For instance River L-one goes to en¥rier 103, Riverdole 24500 up goes to 104,
where~s Riverdnle 8000 to 24500 is put into » box designnted Hgts (eventu-lly it
will go to snother sorting crse((with some 600 other streets))=nd be sent onto to
carrier 256).

This is one of the simpler cesec, Crrlysyle street for instence has 13 differ-
ent cmrriers, Wxxx chenging cmrriers ~t 1800 to 18200 %127, 18200 to 19300%129 n~nd
so on nrnd so forth, In ~ddition %o tiis we ~re required to lesrrn the n-mes of box
holders »nt the various strtions, determipe from vaguc informrtion that some pieces
of mril go to the loenl vetersns hospi t-1, etc. For instrnce 1 h~ve engraved in
my mind the frct thnt Dr. Trevis hes nn office on I, lelegroph ~nd goes to carrier
218, It is seldmon inde~d th~t his ~ddress »~ppe~rs on » letter, just the bloddy
nome !

Well, in nny cnsc; new clerks ~re given 90 dnys to lc~rn this sorting scheme
with 95% ~ccurncy.- It c~n be rough - it took me the full 90 dnys to mrke 1t. Merny
of the clerks get nlmost no prnctice on the thing ~nd this mrkes » world of differ-
ence, Some of our clerks spent their ninety dnys nnd still only knew from 25 to
50% ~nd then suddendly they ~dded » lot of new carriers nnd chrnged the whole
thing. Even yet I sometimes catch myself throwing m~il to the cerrier that used
to h~ve that street.

Sybil spent her 90 d-ys (M~rch to June) trying to lesrn jt and working m~ny long
hours, she hnd reached » point where she knew somewhere over 75% of it when it wns
chenged, ~t the same time mrnsgement told her thot when the next 90 dnys were up
she would be 1~id off, This sui ted her just fine ~nd she procceded to forget the
whole thing. She h~d visions of sitting home this winter, drawing = fnt P40 per
week unamploymengt p-y. The tenth of September rolled ~round »nd they 1rid her off

- for three drys,~nd then collcd her bnck!

She went back on ~n "indefinnte" st~ tus, this l-sted »bout = week »nd then she
got » "substi tute" nppointment, »nd thc ex-miner came up ~nd snid, "I‘'ll test you
tomarrow", 5he protested, "But, 1've only been back two wecks", he seid, ¥I'1l
sce you tomorrow" ~nd werlked avny. she still hns 90 days to lc~rn it but wanted
to look fairly good so shc's been studying d-y =nd night. ¥esterd-y he. tested her
~nd she got » 847 roting.

In m~ny wnys I wish she h~dn't gonc b-ck to work, but we'll be neoding money
enrly next yosr, Forol must hove ~n opcr-tion on both feect, the bones are twisting
»nd turning her frot in, sorrdry this would cousc considec r~ble discomfort »rnd might

mrke her wolking impossible, so it's of f to the hospitel sie goes. She's bren
t~king it wedl, I promiscd thnt sine it hed to br donc ~nyway 1 4 have the doctor
gr-ft webs betwren her tocs so she could swim batter. E \

The scienccfiction stock continues to grow, 1 h-ve bought betwcen four »nd five
thous~nd picces in the last two wmontns ~nd have it stmckedgverywbercs I heve no
basement or serage ~nd the nttic wns alre-dy filled. K~rol currently hazm somo 10
boxcs of hardcovers under her bed ~nd (ot ~ gucss) 1,800 prpcrbocks strcked around
the wnlls of her room. ,

Sce, two prges. that s not too meny! teeseceesssesseressss HOWnrd
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