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"The Fan=Dads' Cazette"
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NORMAN BROWNE, 3% Lyonegate Dr., Wilscn Helghtz, Toronto, Ontarlo

I am fascinated by all this talk and dizcussion about Fan-Dads
and Fan-Grandads. Unfortunately, I am nelther of these. But, and
thls is most important, I am old enougrk and canablz of becomlng one.
How many other fans can make this clalm?

In view of the fact that Fandom's lines of communications are
mostly letters and fenzlinesg, I am of the opinion that rental age and
not physical age 1s the declding factor. A lot of thesgse so-called
adult fans have a mental age that 1s Jess than thelr physlcal age.
But then this also applles to a lot of the younger greup who act thelr
age. In the case of Joel Niydahl and Dave Ish, you have a mental age
that far exceeds their physical age. And what acout Fohl or was 1t
Wolhelm who edited a prozlne when he was a mere 19 years of age?

I've read a2 lot of letters and materlal by fanz who by thelr
writings gave me the impresslon that they were a 1ot older than they
really were. In fact, I am usually startled when I find the truth.
I was also startled when I learned the age of you and Gels, for I al-
ways assuned you were much younger.

I, versonally, am only a mere 22 years of age und have ween
reading stf for only seven years. And I am not and never nave been
a confirmed Spinster. Tnough I have been confirmed.....

You and I must bear in mind that there 1s nothing new in fan-
dom. I came up with the original idea for FILLik not knowing that
the idea had been thought of and been dlscussed before. You come up
with the original idea of a fannish who's Who not knowing that the
idea had been originated before. Fractically every concelvable ldea
has been thought up by fans, though only a small percentage of them
ever see reality. FILL&ZR would have never become a reallty if it
hadn't been for the encouragemeat and help, both Tinancial ang
material-wise of Tean i. Grennell.

I need at least 500 items before I can print FILLER /2 so any
help you or your readers can give me along that line wlill be greatly
appreciated. I might add that the same »ules apply for this lssue ae
did the first. 12 or more accepted items gets you a free copy. 50O
or morzs items and you are an assoclate edlitor. Items can be elther
original or reprlnts. All ltems must 1ist the criglnator and the
gsource. Items need not be eilther fannish or funny = though these
types are desired. Length is limited to 5 llnes, though I won't ad-
here to that rule strictly 1n case of exceptlional iteuws

((Attention, fandom! A sccond lssue of FILLER i1s in the
1
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making.))
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"vYour zine arrived and snapped me out of a semi-gafflac condltloi.
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HARLAN KLLISOU, 41 E. 17, Coiwmbus 1, Ohlo

My conbtribution foer CONFAE this time. Small, but perhaps of
passing intercst to one or itwo folks, Been so busy with school work
and developing DIMENSIONS {I s%1ll haven't abbreviated 1t), that any
topics in CONFAB 1'd really enjoy teeling off on are sadly outside my
reach., But... '

The fan-readership may bs mildly innervated to find out that
after all thoze years of writing for fanzines, apprenticing himsel?l
to the ranks, and hoping over hope to seriously be a writer (I neg-
lected the canital "wW'---forgilve me), I'm taking the step. In the
next few weeks, after the MidweaiCon, I'm moving to New York, per-
manently, to Wirite. I wes in NYC about three weeks ago, and whille
there pennsd a short estory ontitled Gnomebody whlch Algis Budrys
concidercd gcod crnough to market for me. So I now heve a marketer—--
AJ 1 not an agent, and wants it known that he nas no desire to be,
though once he almost wasg one, handling the work ¢i himself and
Jerry Bixby, with whom he lived for a stretch---and the story is now
in the hands of :lorcco BEYOND Gold for use in afcoremsntlioned fantasy
publication. IT HAS NOT YET BEEN SOLD! LET'S GET THAT STRAIGHT NOWS
GET IT? NO RU4ORS OTHERWISE! IT IS UNSOLD AS YET! Wheeeceew.

So thet's the pitch. My address will change to someplace 1n
NYC sometime by June, and I'll keep ail in fandom informed, of those
who give a damn where I am hléding.

I will continue nublication of DIMENSIONS for as long as it
doesn't intsricre wlih my wrlting. Need I mentlocn that College held
nothing for me. And whait I wlshed to get out of it was nowhere to
be found.

Such an enigna.

DIMENSIONS has & tremendcusg article by Damon Knight coming up,
among the othsr manuscripis rocontly solicited. Alsco a dandy Willlils
ms. which appears to be egtyled after someone named Splllane.

What's that? Why doesn't DIMENSIONS get Spillane? Hmmm,
now that you mention 1t...

((Bestest to you on your Writing, bub doesn't that make
DINMENSIONS' futurs gound a bit uncertain now, considering
recent announceuents? Ah, fandobe..))
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"I ein't got Gnomebody..."
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BOB TUCK=ER, Y. ©. Box 702, Bloomington, Illinols

illoplily for you, CONFAE contlnuesg to give every indication of
belng & aemplternal Tan-~fan zine, in that every issue carries within
1tso0lf the useeds of tho following isgue. Such ag this:

In one fell swoop I can lay 1o rest a large part of the ques-

tlion now arising concerning the nooo of fane, and also your own
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brilllant idea of compiling a Who's Who of fandom complete with
pertinent data. It haz been done before of course; few things
consistently appearing in fandom haven't been tried before. The
earliest effort which I recall was a Who's Who published by Ted
Dikty and Fred Shroyer atout twolve or more years ago. Although

I can't remember the slze and scope of the project. 1t was large

for its time and may have conslsted of a hundred or more names.

But a2 really supsrhuman effort to publlish such a rostsr was done
less than four years ago by Len MHoffatt, of California, in a printed
booklet entitled "1950 Fan Directory"”.

This booklet lists some four hundred odd Tans in England, Ire-
land, Scotland, France, Australla, Canada and the States; lists them
geographically ond then cross—~indexes them alphabetically. where
each person cocperated by furnishing data, the fan's name is followed
by his address, phone nunmber, sex, birthdste, and c¢lub affillatlons.
Hardly three and a half years later many of the names listed have
already faded away into nothlngness, but on the other hand hundreds
are still with us., Mcffett did not choose to ekkp thls book up to
date because of the task-~ I understand the entire book was handset,
printed and bound....thlirty-six pages. His address, in case anyone
wante to try for a copy at thls late date, 13 5969 lanto St., Bell
Gardens, C,1lif. I'm not sure but I think the price was a dollar.

You'll forgzive me AT I respectfully decline to slt down now
and run throuzh thosge fouwr hundred names searching for old men; al~
though I am aware, just by scanning pages, that many people were
born earlier than twenty-five years ago. In the California sectlon
alone are fifty people who are twenty-five or older. Of those names
mentioned in Mittelbuscher's lebtter, thse Directory gives the follow-
ing birthdates:

Walter Willis: 1919

W. Paul Ganley: 1934

Jim Bradley: no éate

The remaining names mentioned are elther too new or were some-
how skipped (or ncglecied to answer) in the original survey. Nor
is the fair name of Bozgs to bz found there, in case some dastardly
villain sought to »un nim dcwn. The booklet 1s well worth gettling
«ees 1f you can obinlin a ccpy.

The ages of fans (as well as all related information) have
long fascinated other fans, and I suppose it was Jack Speer in the
middle 1930's who first began surveylng the fan world around him.
While living in Cklahome, and later, he circulated & serles of post-
card polls seekingz date from fans; most of these results were later
published in & Philadeliphia fanzine. later on, Art Widner galned a
measure of fan-fame by becomlag known as the poll-~king; you could
even expect ono of his questlonalres to turn up under your plllow at
night. I played around with the 1dea two or three times whlle pub-
1ishing LE ZOMBIE, and agzin in 1948 while preparing a vaper for the
Toronto Conwventlon of that year. Iy early L& ZO0«BIE polls were con-
cerned with such things as top fans, top fanzlnes, top prcs, and so
forth. Later on, about 1842, I branched out by asking the occupation
and age.

Sixty~-four peovle ansuer
fourteen through forty-sight;

through coce cole salesman. I geney
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between twenty and thirty years of age; there were {lve men above
thirty-five. For the Toronto Conventlior. I launched a really am-
bitlous project by mailing out nearly five hundred questlionaires
uskins evorj posslble quesgtion which remained within the bounds of
good tasgte. And cne or tws that weren't, including a somewhat del-
icately-worded query as to whether or not the fan indulged in sexual
activities. The rasponse wes quits heavy and of such a nature that

I was a2ble to prepare a lengithy paper—-- It probably took me the betier
art of an hour to read it and discourse on the statistlcs thereby
revealed.

Following the vonvention, a group of Canadlans pupblished & con-
vention magazine which included the full survey and its results, plus
all the charts and graphs which had been orepared to better 1ilustrate
the same. Thig was the Tércon Booklet. I'm sorry that I can't quote

rom 1t here, but it is buried comewhere in my uwnpacked junk, If
you're interested 1ln discoverlng ages, habits, more and morals of
that day, you migat root around to see if copies are avallable.

So much Tor that. In response to ancther line of discussion,
let me confess that I am perllougly close to bescoming both a father
and a grandmother. My oldest offspring, a daughter, 1s well on her
way to elghteen and is of course going steady; they are furlously
saving money for some unannounced but gquite obvious plans they hold
for the near futurse. I expect Lo wake uvp some morning in the next
couple of years and discover myself a grandmother ... even though
the rest of your gentlemen never malke 1t. iy youngest offspring,
gex still unltnown, should be along about the flrat of August. If I
could zomehow a:range mattere so that I conld becoms a parent and a
grandparent on the same day, I feel sure I would gel my name in the
papers.

The follouwing notoriety would probably cause ne to launch a
new ranzine.

({Apparentliy there's nothing nsw under the fannish sun,
clther. Perhapc the most original fan-preject nowadays would
be a contest Lo see who could come up with the most original
fan-project.))
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"Can't wo scotch these puns aboub wry-rye?
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RICHARD B. GEIS, 2631 N. Migsissippli, Fortland 12, Orsgon

This discussion of MAD ané PANIC 1s 1nteresting, because I an
alowly but surely bescoming indiffersent to those estimable mags. I
should say 1% was a 1@ su‘b c¢f the law of diminieshlng roturns assert-
ing 1tself.

Wnen I flrst saw a copy of MAD I thought 1t the most terrific
and wonderful thing in the world at the time. I couldn't get enough
of 1t, Horegtly, I had the glpgles for days after he-hawing my way
through a copy. It was nsw, it was startling, it was fresh and
ocriginal, In an exceoss of entnuslasm I subseribed and joined the
fon addlict club. I am now & chapter precident. (Bew low from the
waigt, fellows. )

But now their tyoe of humer 1o boglnning to pall on me guite a



bit. I no longer laugh out loud when I read a copy. Oh, once or
twice I'll chuckls and perhaps laugh maybe once, but the thrill is
gone. Hostly my lips curl in & smile. Once 1ln a while I even sneer.
The truth seems to be that B1ll ilder 1s about the only artist who
can really amuse me anymore. I find, too, that most of the things
they present are drearily repitative of former items. They have
about reached the botiom of material that 1s safe to satlrize. To

me the mags seem to be golng downhlll; they reached thelr peak before
they became the nationally known mags they are now. DBul then I am

disenchanted.
legardlng the appalling ignorance of rellgious doctrine that

G. bi. Carr talks of in relationship to CHILDHOOD'S END: I'm in-
clined to think 1t a good thing. It irritates me no end the way she
goes on to speak of the triumph of the human soul over the animal
body which contains 1t, the punishment of Gatan, and thls business
of the Beatific Vision. She speaks quite matter of factly as if all
these were accepted facts and not in the least moot. To me and

many others they are very moot lndeed.

And that calm and e¢i the same time infurlating cssumption of
truth and actuality ie what makes arguing religlion with a rellglious
person so damned frustrating. These people won't for a minute, even
for the sake of hypotheticel and objective dlscusslon, speak of God
and such as even possibly wlthout exlstence. Lvery statement they
make 1s based on the foregone and concrete realness of what is in
dispute.

In fzet, 1t is all but imposslible for a religilous verson to be
objective with respect to his relliglous beliefs. They know instinc-
tively that 1f once they view religlon in relation to the world and
the soclal rezlities, and compare thelr beliefs with those of the
Australlian Bushman, that thelr whole tidy mental fortress 1s in dan-
ger of blowing up in thelr face. They'we ldentifled themselves and
tied themselves 5o strongly to these bellefs that to admit even the
tiniest bit of contrary evidence is enough to shake thelr whole 1life.
So they don't admit that tiny bit no matter what. Their ego would
never admit they kdd been wrong on such an lmportant thing. DMust
protect that ego &t all cosi=.

And when you get old and close to death it bescomes even more
loportant to preserve that place in heaven. Death is so utterly
final, and most peonle simply cannot stand the thought of final ex-
tinction; of utter and ianevitable END. They cling to the promise
of an afterlife likke to a 1life preserver in the sea. They fool
themselves to the very ernd. And thls fear of the black flnallty
of death 1s what makses even the strongest of us embrace God when we
know we are about to die. Decthbed converslons.

And if 1t weren't that religlons promise a life efter death,

a heaven (and even hkell is better than nothing). I don't belleve
there would be religions.

{(Wo secem to have finz2lly come upon a subject on which we
disagree, Dick---religlon. Seems to me that the non-religilous
person ls just as set 1in his ways as you say the religious
person is, and neither side is willing to give in. Wouldn't
the deathbed conversions be a2 bli stronger argument for the
religious side rather then zeainst it? If a perscn's beliefs.

are sirong enough to carry 2in trtrough 1ife, they should



be strong enough to carry him through death too. 4And how
would it profit a non-believer to embrace religion on his
deathbed$ 1f he doesn’t actually believe in a 1life hereafter?
The life-after-deadih that 41d not exlst during his 1life would
not come 1into being merely because he professcd to believe in
1t on his deathbed. And if it exists at his death, it also
exlisted duving his 1life while he disclaimed 1t. The hereafter
doesn't come into belng or vanish at the whim of the individ-
ual. It elther exists or it does not exist. If it does not
exlist, «z the non-bellever professes, then what good would it
do him to suddenly accept religion on his deathbed? As for
hell being better than nothlng after death-<-1 dunno, that
ain't the way I heerd 1t.))
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Putiing out 2 fanzine is a drain and a strain.
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AEDD BOGGS, 2215 Benjamin St. MN,E., sinneapolis 18. Minn.

After the nice tanings Gregg Calkins sald about 3kYnCok, I
ought to say "Oh gosh." and draw clPcles in the duet with my bare
toe, but I feel constrained to comment on Crerfg's discussion ot FaPA.
Gregg 13 of coursc welcome to his own opinion, but I hate to think
of various orospects being scared off by Grezg's report. He is
right in one thirg, anyway: the 1ife of the organlizatlon depends upon
the new blood we regularly acquire. ..embers eventually lose lnter-
est and drop cut, ard of course any grouo can be improved by new and
eager recrults. u.evertheless, i think Gregg is a lot more sour than
the present sltuatlion deserves.

Check a few points: ioffman is fading away? I Jjust got an ad-
vance peek at a 18-page fapazine she Was readying for the May mall-
ing, a2nd in recent mallings she's published some wonderful 1ltems
like HALBPIINADE, TEe POLAROID DIARY, and others. Non-FAPAng have
no inkling of numerous facets of the [loffman personality. DBurbee
hasn't been so active of late, but had a vpageful ol gaglines in the
Ffebruary mailing that was gutsplittling. Burbec couldn 't wrlte a
"humorless page" if he tried.

I don't 'mow whal Gregg means about my “"retreat into FaPaA". I
"retreated" lnto FAPA within a year of my return to fandom after
the war and I've bheen there ever since. I'm still as Interested 1in
outslde fandom as I ever was, and am almost as active therein as I
ever was, except for brief oeriods, but FAPA has always been my
chief interest and I exnect 1t will always be. I don t regret a
moment -'ve soent in the club, either. In fact, I pity those who
haven't been fapans over these past seven years, as I have. They've
missed so much.

After all, 95% of the fabulous output of Burbee and laney
aspeared 1n FAPA during these seven years ~- including AH, SWEET
I0I0CY! and +ILD HAIR, which are almost legendary by now. The major
contributions of such femovs fans as Jack 3peer, inlchard Eney, Lee
Jacobs, iilt hothman, Harry .arner, and many others, have appegred
in FAZA or O4PS, rather than in subzcerintion fanzlnes. warner's
HORIZONS, probably the oldest fanginc of all time, 1s worth the
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price of membershlp in itself. And such fans who've edited impor-~
tant subzines, as Lee !loffman, walt Wlllls, Norman Browne, Joe Ken-
nedy, and Bob Tucker, have contr*buted equally important fanzines

to FAPA -~ items vhich mcst of thelr subscribers never saw. Tucker's
CHAPTEK-PLAY, entirely written by Tuek, is ~~- in my estimatlon ~-
better than SFNL.

As I write this, the May mailing should be about ready for
posting. I don't know what's in it, aslide from the above-mentioned
Hoffmarzine, and a 50-pege GRUE from DAG, and 26-psge SKYHOOK, but
I look ferwzré te reading it as I look forward to nothing else in
Tandom. You seeg, I like to read fapazines.

((since &

11 my cpinions cf thé organization are based on
heresay, I’

m staying cut of this one.))
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i hcawtily endorse my own word of wisdom.
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ZRNON L. chAIM Box 876, Kellogg, Idaho

it 10"” 1;19 Cregg Calling dldn't lmow what he was requesting

when he asked for a licCaln column for OCF3LA. Gregg and I seem to

he landing .nvarizbly on opposliie sldes of every question nowadayse

I've already writien coWumrs for hilm naming MAD and pralsing CHILD- \

iICOD'S END. (Both writtien befors I lmew hils views, incldentally.) \\

Hoybe I should :iow do one telllng vhal a marvelous orgenlzation FAPA \

1s and Just how you go about getting on the waiting list. . \
At the rislkk of goundinz botli supercililious and superilor, mayrﬂ?i’““'

suggest that perieps Gregg 18 not yet ready for FAPA? Yodu do not

join FAPA in ordor to fing fellow worshlippers at the shrine of sci-

ence-fiction. Hany FiPAns gre ex-actifen wiho hove long since van-

ished from the faunish scene othsrwife....this does not indicate

FAPA 18 decaying. . .14 1g just sign cof the group's true worth 1n

that pecple vihio can nc longer be oothered with the rest of fandom's

Institutions still Tind FAPA worth-while. A cerdain amount of cyni-

cism and dislliugion toward acionuo~¢10uion is a prerequlsite for suc~

cessful FAPA memberghip. It's not for ths goshwowboyoboy crowd. I

think, on the average, I'aPA ls far nore mature, in toplcs discussed,

in ueptn of peret*atLor in age and developement of “the members than

any other famnlsh ‘grour, even the readership of CONFAB. FAPA is, in

a sense, a sten bayond _“naom. I% has some indlffercnt members of

course. - The memberchin rules are designed 1o eliminate theSGeeses

not as rapldly as in 5223, but still elideaued they get. That the

average FAPAn lg indilferent, lnactlive, arnd slugglch can be easily

dlsproved. Look at any ruilino Prectically every wagazine is pro=-

duced by someone wiio gocs well over their actlivity °equirements°

FAPAnB are on hands who have learned to pace their activity.

FAPAns don't, Por the most part, indulge in frantic activity a la

the neofen., Supor-productlon is the sign of the inexperlenced fan

who quickly burns himeelf culb unless he learns to resitrict his ac-

tivity to a recsonable emount. (Here, as elsewhers, Boggs ls the

gole exceopticn to the rule. Bozos whe hoec no known age, no known
occupation ((although I cace hetr o rurcr he worked on a nevspaper))
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and no family except for one casval reference to a gister, I some-~
times suaspect of being a rabolt placed among us as a spy £or' members
of the Galactic Eederation, since he violates so many established
rules of conduct) I had three magazines, totalling 45 pages, in
the last meilling qu i assgure you it was a freak occurrence which is
unlikely to ever oceur again. 8 to 20 pages per mailing is my speed,
and one I fincé aquite 3atlsfactory. The worthwhile zines (which reg-
wlarly win the po 113) eppear regularly &nd in large quantities and
are, for the most part the product of FAPA longtimers such as Harxry
Warner, nedd Boggs and Les Croutch. A comparatlve newcomer to the
golden circle is Bill Lanner who joined three and @& half years ago,
after meny yeor:s in VAPA. It's rare for a newcomer to produce any-
thing of much worth, Iles Hoffman and Dean Grennell beling noticable
excentions. TncﬁdcnbaLLy, I rather doubt Gregg's statement®, that he
remembar(s) the Hoffmania spreed from one end of the malling to the
other when she first joined". Ilee was & member of FAPA a year and a
half before Gregz Jolned, as I recall, and I know she was o member
for six months hefore Gregg Iirst became active in fandom. Of course
naybe he purchased old mailings snmewhe”e, a surprlsing eziravagance
for anybody with such a low opinion of the group. Actually Hoffman's
highly active pericd didn't commence unill the fall of 1951, and ended
about a year liater ai the same time that she dropped 0% of her other
fannish activities. But note that lee, like sco nmany other fans,
clings to FAPA after she’s dropned the rest.
This isn't meant as a reocrulting letter for FAPA. As far as
I'm concerned FAPA 1is one of the privilegies of fandom which one
grows up to. FAPA zccepta you, not vice versa., If Gregg declides to
drop from FAPA there's & long walting 1ist full of people who will
Jump at the chonce to teke his place. It now takes slx to nlne
montha to get in, FAPA and SAPS are unicue in fandom in that they
owe nothing to thelir members. Thelr members Irom the moment they
join have obligaticns to the club which they pust meet 1f they are
to remain members, unlikes the “N5F which promises everything to a
large qulescent meﬁoaruhip and then has trouble when half a4 dozen
active people try to deliver, FAPA doesn't promisse a damn thing.
And with this nclicy the lndividual member actually receivag more
than from auy othe:r group, wiith the possible exception of S5APS, with
its even more stringsent nolicy.
Had thvee or four cther toplecs I meant to cornment on but sinece
you appear to be printlng entire lettlers maybe I'd better stop right
here, having apent oo mucb space on the FAPA tonic, or GONFAB will

become a 30 pagse siine this igsu2,.

({Thers's darger of CONFAB outgrowing 1lts WFZY#Hdd pages
anyhow tlis iasae, Vernon, even though you have limited your
self to one toplc. When I flrst started CONFAB I had doubts
of drawing enough letters to make up succeeding issues, butb
now I have doubts of getting everytbing that I want into a
reagonable number of pages. # And I'm gtill staying out of
the discuseion of FAPA s I have no fifst nand info on the

sub?ect,\
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NORBEST HIRSCLECRN, 853 Riverside Dr., New York 32, N. Y.

Oh hell, I expected some sori of controversy but not Grennell's
type of letter. I wrote tha%t, as you remember, to help out a i1ittle.
I'd appreclate it 1f you would explain 1ln CONFAE why I wrote the
lettor and the izct that you toolk 1t out of context. 2lecse save my
fennlsh reputetion. '

I've never denilzd I waz a teenager. - My best friends, both in
and out of fondom cre teeragers. L've read several coples of MAD and
some of PANIC. Some of the earlier issucs were good, and some of
the latest ones.

I st11l think ecurrent T™andom ls not as mature as previoue ones,
and I 4id note. © think, that ViIGA and S5IF were pubbed by teenagers
(magbe Grennell —issed it or I dldn't include 1it).

I don‘t warit any Teuds -~ expecially when I'm cutclessed by
someone like Grermoll.

If you marn-ge to nrint this letter, please nrint 1t in its
entirety ~- not —ut of contexi.

Taink I'11 write to Greanell and pateh up a few fences.

{({To zave bert's fannlsh reputation, I must admlit that I
printed hic letter in a vrevious issue out of context as he
says. Thiz was the gituatlon: Bert erote saying that he

thought CONFAB needed a good feud to stily up interest 1n the

meg and then proceceded te state his controversy, which was the
part of his letter thot I printed. ie closed the letter with

a renarlk to the effect that said controversy should rouse some
of the Seonth Fendonerrs in the crowd. I printed only the con-
troveisy. I don't know how I could have handled it differently.
To my wey of thinking, 1t was a matter of either printlng jJust
the contrdversy cor uot print the letter at all, ags the parts
both before and after the controversy gave ths whole thing away.
The controversy drew very little comment, and in Grennell's
case, not the type that Derv wented. I don't know how much of
the controversy was Bert'’s honcst oplnion and how much was

gaid meroly to éraw comnent. Bubt this I do lmow -= No more
"faked" letters will be printed. In wy cpinlon, they seldom
draw the intended reeponse and that which they do draw isn't
worth the btramplod egog and apologles which follow. Sorry if

I unintentionalliy orinted the ihing other thzm you had in-
tended, Bert. Hone this willl straighten out cveryone concerned.)
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HAAMAN PETERSON, 880 Bumwell St., Bremerton, Wash.

vea3~D 1l not o the way out. I think 1t has merely reached
1t's level and will condinue to ©o with us for a long time. CHREATURE
TROM THE BLACLK LAGOQON ceems to have done pretuy well all over the
country and for piciuwres of thls trype, the horrer tyre, and blud and
Lhunder pics, tho 3D media ls unsigellc
Pics that have dmrived no bLoitormant Ifrom 3~D have naturally
(@]
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hurt 16,
I only hope somewhat the same does not happoen to Clnema-scope--
1

that we won't have too many pics that draw huge crowds slmply be-
cause of high pressure adgverilslng, and send them away diseppointed.
One rocent Scopor has had huge boxoffice success and I doubt very
much that the majority of persons who saw it liked.it. I contribute
it's success ‘at the ‘boxoffice to extensive ballyhoolng.

Oh well---anyone for Stereoscope???
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((I haven't seen any Cinemascopers yet. In fact, I haven't
taken in 2 3-D in gulte some time though they do still play
here occasionally. # And while we're dusting off the Stereo-
scopes, lets not forget to get out the old Magic Lanteras toa))
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H.eeand then I'd gaefiate gome mors till the lstters pilad up again.®
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DICK CLARKSCN, ¢/o Harvard U., Levereitt H-33, Cambridge 38. Mass.

.»e23 you know, 1've hed a lot of leg trouble, and it isn't
over yet. Every time I get a ccld or something, it hits the leg, and
as a result I alwaye cnd uvp working like a mad S0B Just to 3tay
caught up here at college. Harvard iz no picnice..

This might be the place to say to & lot of fans, should any
part(s) of this letter see prini, that the clrcumstances leading
to my dropping Trem sctive fandor were beyond my contrcl. I owe a
lot of you letterg. Some that I don't, I cshould be wrliing anyhow.
Maybe this sucror I'11 be in a better position to take care of that.
'7411 then, hang on ~- you can do wlthout me and not strain a gut,

I imagine.

Speaking of age, what do you do with me? I'm almost 19,
wlll be beforc long. I was “"raised" in 3ixth Fandom, but had sev-
eral feet in Sevenith Fancdom, though I don't think elther Seventh
Fandon or myself cver considersed me as being a real Seventh Fandomser.
I'm not 15 or 1€, do not publish a2 crudzine if only for the simple
reagon that I don't nublish anythlng whatscever, and have no over-
whelning deslre to zet actlive egain until fandom comes up with soms-
thing as good es Sizth Fandom wes. Yel I sti1ll an interested and
8t1ll get a kick out of 1%, when I can. What 1little corresvonding
I do goes to ex-3ixth Fandomers. Aweel, you-all can place mej I
won't argue, because I'm beginning to wonder myself where I filt
in now. ;

I do not 1like Arthur C. Glarke's wrilting as a rule, and the
only (personal Opinlon) good s-f movie in 3-D I .saw was IT CAHE FROM
OUTER SPACE. I s%ill religlously follow Sem Mines' zines, though
they are now fewer and farther tetween, and just recently I wrote
him again, after & long lapse on ny nart for the above-stated rea-
sons. when I can, I read ASF. GALAXY and MoPF&SF, but that's on wva-
cations, when I read four-Ifive months' production of those mags in
one gapp. I haven't read any of 'em now since about their March
issues. Much catchlng up to de, I sea.

((ah, sad is the lifc of ihc rebired actifan. Or is 112
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I sometimes wonder 1f the retired fans aren't the vBisest fans?))
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G.M. CARR, 5%1% Balilerd Ave., Seattle 7, Wash.

I guess I'd better explain again about my address. 5319
Ballard Ave." is tho business address. "8325-31lst WW" is my honme
sddresc. Doth plnces have a rubver stamp (I'm a dirty Capltalistis)
and whichever nlace I hapren to be at the time of writing--that's
the address I uee. Lo witerior mctive. 1 get the malil at elthar
placEo e \

Harlan R1liscn 4o just flylng in the face of fate (mot RAP's)
when he apecifice that his ncw fanzine's title 1s not bo s abbre-
viated.... No matter what he decldes to charge for 1t, I°'il wager
1t ends up 2s & DIIE,.

These guys that go around analysing fenzines into "{an-fan-
zines" and "stf-fanzines" sound just about as silly tc me as the
guys that go around trying to categorize storles as "geience filc-
tion" and "sclence fiction". So whati.... Lupoff nakes 2 bettber
point when he attempts to drew scome conclusions about the affect of
a fan's “"formative years" on his fanactivity. liowever, I was 2 ‘49
Neofen, but it does not folliow that wy formatlive years were soent
between 1941 %o 1¢48. CGois, 2liso, was a recent Neofan ~- ‘52 or
'53, But hig formative years, as he says, were '34-41. So what?
The basic asgunption that 21l Neofen are 15 years old makss the
whole theory silly. In fact, even without the 16-yr-old neofen,
the %theory i1s silly, because if thers were anything to it all 16-yr-
old fans would be similar, all 26-yr-o0ld fans and 2131 106-yr-olid
fang..... .(In the latter casc, they aight de similar, but not bhe~
cause of their “"fermative years"...) Fecple are people and mabure
according to théir own Aindividual npattern...even fan-psople. Soms
mature at an early age, others don't. Some never achisve what others
would consider mental or omobLional maturity. The oTffect of environ-
ment, including the environment durlng the "formative years®™, will
indeed have gome effect upen the nerson. Bub until any fandom, 6th,
Tth, or 1T7th, -le composed entirely of fans of the sams age, I doubt
that the "formative yeors" of any of them will make much difference
to the maturity of that fandom. iowever, his seccnd suggestion,
that recent fandoms have becen mede up of less serious readers of stf,
carries weight. " Also the fact that the stf flood nas been of more
superficial nzture. Lxecept for JWC with hls pedagoglc angle, the
greater portion of stf (that which I've secen at any rate) is less
the lavor of love c¢u the vart of the authors that 1t used to be when
I first started roading 1t seriously, and more out-and-out potboilers.
If and/or when the hack writer £inds it more profitable to pour out
rears of "toy-mests-glrl® slush than "boy-meets-glrl-meets-BEM"
slush, no doubt we'll have a “"mature" fandom again -- whether the
neofana are 16 or €0,

I wonder what Cregg thinks of the USMarinea? lIle tore his halr
when he Jloined HFFF, and now thumbg nesz at FAPA.... (not that
what he sa2id wasn'’t entirely trus L pertlioud
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word micture...".a sploten scraped off the top of fandom and set
off hy itself to decay..."') PFunny thing, I'm quifsd comfcrtable
decaying out hero on the ghelf.

((Thanks for straightening me out on ths addresses. #
I recently caw whore someone--forget at the uoment ‘usi who it
was~-was caitegorizing fanzines into "sclence fiction (pause)
fan magazines" and sclence fictlon fan (paus=) magezines".
But it still all boils down to distingulshing between fanzlnes
which devote thsmselves to sclence fiction and those which
devote themselves to the activities of fandom. I peirsonally
prefer the latter type, 80 go ahead and catszcrlze 0&e ) )
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"If 16 year olds rave trouble with their pareunts over Zandom,
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what do 28 year oid marrisd men do%
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TERRY CAKR, 134 Cambridge S5t., San Franclsco 12, Calif.

ssedust for the record, I am currently seveniteen, o 1 guees
I don't rate with you anclent psople. The trouble is that I never
will, because ty the time I'm 25 you'll be in your thirtics and so
onh, ad infinliicm. Thic reminds me cf the Abbott & Costello gimmick
vherein Costelillo sez that whan he wes 5 his brother was 20, 4 times
&3 old as him. Then, when h2 got tc be 15, his brother wag 30, Just
two times ac ¢ld as him. Whan he was 30, his brother waese 45, just
one and & half times 2s old. kighawd, he'd say, rretty scon I1'll
pass him up!

I'm not surprised to seec that Calkins didn't like CiHILDHOOD'S
SND at all. I sald when I finished reading 1t that stfen would
either 1like 1%t a lot or not at all. 1It's that type of beook: Lt's
controversial, for one thing, and the ending is avrsther thing that
would strike cifferent rcadcra in different ways. Personally, the
ending left me with o deep feeling of poignency, znd for a while I
couldn't declde whether I liked the book or not. Finally declded
that I did, though I wouldn't call 1t a classic. The writing 1s too
uneven for that. Herneces' opinjion that the high-polint of the book
was the revelation of the physical aspects of the Overlords corres—
ponds 1n large part with my own opinion. The first thlrd of the
book of course, up o wiere they find out what the Overlords look
like, was »rinted in PANTASTIC NOVELS or FFH as GUARDIAN ANGEL. It
struck me a3 an cxcellent novelet at the time. As a book it strikes
me as belng an ezcellant novelet dragged out a blt too much and e-
ventually leacdingz to an ending which has 1lttle or nothlng to do
vwith the novelet from which 1t sprang. DNeverthelessg, I 1liked it a
lot.

((I e¢idn't read the original novelet frcm which CHILD-
HOOD'S ZND wes bullt, but after reading the bock I believe
I'd have preferred the novelet version. Host of the added-on
part seemed too anti-climacitic to me. I loet interest in the
story aiter discoverinz the nsture of the Overlords and only
finlshed reading the ook becsuze I'd read quite a bit of
comment on it. Good novelet bt 2 poor novel, to ma.) )
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GEORGE WETZEL, 5 Piayfleld st., Dundalk 22, M4.

The "controversial® article 1s 1ittls desired by the majority--
if not all wlth one exceptlon--of fanzine editors. Yet contrarilly
enough there are many fan writers--and 1 will give the proof for
such--that have and would write such articles if & few, at least, of
fanzine edltors would consider thelr printing. Fan readers &lso are
inclined to allow the inecluesion of "controversial" articles if only
the body of fanzine =dltors would opriut occasionally such articles.
This favorable aittitude of fan readers I wlll also shortly authen-
tlcate.

Since CONFAB 1s the best Fforum for such a suzgestion of mine--
that "econtrovsrsial" articles be glven more consideration than pre-

viously accor

ala
ded tham--TI am Tor that reason presenting ny views to
you in the hope of thsir ventllation and consideration by the fan-
zlne editors in general,

In Semenovich's RENAISSANGE 6, Oct. 1952, appezied my contro-
verslal article EDMUND WILSCN--4 CRITIC?. I had been making notes
for thls artizle when Semenovica sent me an urgent letter for an
artlcle by return mail., Of course tie article was not in 2 Tinished
form when I ssnt it to him the next day, due to the wrgent plea for
1t, so any faults it has in development I atiribute to that. In
view of the rovw it cauvssd I think a revislon of i% in the final form
I had planned and a reprinting of sucan & revision would e 1in order
1f anyone would ever consent to it. '

.This articlz anent Zdmnund Wilson was to revewzl that llterary
critice's ridiculous and slurring appiralsal of science fiction and
fantasy.

In the letter column of RENAISSANCE #7 and 48 taer was & vit-
rlolic attack uron me and the artlcle from Shapiyro and Ellison, not
counting some unprintzble letters Semenovich wrote me of.

Curiously encugh that article of mine scemed to establish
RENAISSANCE as the "controversial" zine ard Semenovich afierwards
recelved qulte a number of articles of highly controverslal nature
which he could not print because of prilor commitments on treviously
recelved material. However hs-itold cof saild receivzd controversilal
articles, some cof which I would like to mention. Hal Shapiro had
spent a good deal of roesearcih--taking the insplration frox my Edmund
Willson article which o0ddly enough he took exceptional dlslike to--~
on an article recounting the immoralitiee present in the Bible. I
had polnted out the superstiticus bellefs and maglcal practices in
the Blble which hwss Watkins disagreed with, he then remarking that
the Blible promotaesz only geodness; at that point Shapiro answered
Watklina. Then Shaoplro wrote more of hig refutation in an article.

G. M. Carr then wrote a strictly peclical article defending
McCerthy (which view I am 1n accordance with, belng a staunch
McCarthy haclher myself) whilch she sent Semenovich.

Bothh the Carr article and the Shaniro articles were to appear
in AelAISLaNCE 79 but oemenovich was in Chicago then and their mss.
in his New XYork City homz 50 that fomenovich then sent me a plea for
something controversial for #§ asl?e édid not have time to gel the
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others. My FORTEAN PHENOMENA artlcle appeared as thelr relacement
in #9 and significantly Semenovich got letters from veosle like Ev
Winne and Davld English, to name a few, remarking that they enjoyed
the Fortean article btut that it muet have caused 2 rash of argu-
mentative lettere.

In the same issuve was Elmer Kirk's SCIENCE FICTION VaiaSUS
WIEkD FANTASY which verged dangerously close to a polemlic plece also,
proof that Sshenovich was ﬂettivg prinbing controverslal articlies
and that hls readers thought well encugh of such (as with Jarr and
Shaviro) tc contribute fuel themselves.

NENAISSANCE 410 contained wwo scoa-ato ltems 3ure to raise
hell in minecr form in Lillith Lorraine's TULN TG Tli GHOSTS end more

dynemite in the FOLUM on the intelligence of g~I fans Ly Poul
Caniey and Rich Rlsterry. ;

I LO?EOU Somenovich's tteapled blast in RENALSSANCE #6 at
Etro and Etro'c 0ild retort “n #O.

I might mLﬁulCu uhut the odiy other contentlous erticle I know
of in znother nine was S. Taylor's EMANCIPATION CF “WIND in English's
FANTASIAS #8.

3 The gsubject matter of 211 just listed articles was concerned
with fantasy mainly; yebt there is some Justificatlon ifor thelr ap-
pearance and othsrs 1*P them (with one exception) in fanzilnes.

The cxception 18 G. &. Carr's laudatory arvlicle on zCarthy
(whom I likewilse adnlire). Worlid Politics has no place in fandom and
I wrote an article egomestime ago and sent to Joel Nyddh; ci’ VEGA bul
as he never printed or reburned it and now thru CONFAB's rages only
have I lesarned VEGA fonlded, I preaumg my article will never seeo print
as I lack & copy. In that article I pointszd %o past evicdences arnd
present evidenczs of world politiecs being sired in ;andon I mentloned
the unpublisned Cerr articie on MeCarthy, Chlvin Beck's anti-dceCarthy
statements in ASFO #2, 3ept. 19533 and polnted out langley Searles
comments {whiclh agre? with aine) 1o FALTASY COiIENTATON #2, June 1944
vherein he, too., snoke zul agalngt the nunber cof fanzines that than
were engaged in promulzaiting world pollitical beliefs. In thils re-
gard I wou’d aleo menticna myseif the fanzine SCICNCE AND CULTUKE of
Stan Crouch, proauigating the United Mations. 4nd there uas also
d Notle who uscd the zine LEPLOKER to funnzl his poiitlc:l beliefls
through.

Controverslal articl
but not when ther adx werl

All the Toregeing cor

WM&

8 I think have a definite plac: ln fandom
pol.tics.

vroverslial articlies I amentioned with the
dxceptiong noted have €0 garlng on fantasy, o~f, or fandom itself.
Unfortunately. imcet fonzins editors are so narrow that they wlll not
print articles on fantasy, linitﬂnﬁ thenselves to s-f only. Thls is
lmaginative literature is two-fold (fan-
tasy and s-1) und not cne fold as these certaln individuals would
try to make it. I havs in the past sent outl mss. pertalning to fan~
tasy. on wnich I spenu much research and writing tire in oolishing,
to only have them rejected. “Then I gee In the next issve of the
zine that rejected my fantasy mes. ithe most revolting dribble and
sarbage printed because it hqd & rocket snlp in it and a BkM. This
gorty of discriminaticn agalinst Ulo 'uutd v 8ide of the fileld is wicde

regretable 2g the field of

»
epread. 1L ls very MLﬁnjsziﬂz Lt SARAISHANCE ané FANTASIAS which
rinted the controversiol artic i céd fanlasy mss, Only until
i 2% dlaapproval will ihe

r¢n~aay material comes out of



controversial article be accepted.

This observation can be made: that the strugsling uopsurgence
of controversial artlcles is a sign that a change ls goilnz on 1n
parts of fandom for an attempt for "freshness" of ldeas. This up-
surgence 1is due primardlly to the prosent anarrow-mindednecs of most
fanzines to accord resnectability and publishing to s-f only.

And this is a form of dogmatism and stagnation. Present day
sclence is approaching the borders of many pehnomena once regarded
as fantasy. 7To evidence this: the influence of ths moon o¢n manklnd
and other life~-there 13 a sympathetic reaction in the electrlcal
energy in 1ife forms and the lunar variation 1lnthe earth’'s magnetic
field. In my Fortean researches I found new data myself of this
correspondance. Zoologlsts are now admitting the posslibility of the
legended seo serpents after finding an encormous larval eel. The al-
chemistic transwmutation of lead into gold is realized in part by
modern day atomlc resesarch. The astrologlc belief of plenetary ef-
feet on mankind is cvidenced in the dlecovery of statistical econ=
omic cycles correspondinz with sun snot cycles as lg the moon's in-
fluence. There arse many more but I will stop. In 1light of all thils
how can any fan editor maintain that fantasy should be ostiraclzed

from fanzines. Fort's "wild tolenta” may be laughed at but a

"water Jdiviner" still ean rind water underground bty what is regarded
ag "unscientific" means. Ekeliglous nythology hes obeen reexamilned

in a scientific light as in the book wOALDS IN COLLISION and even the
much dlscussed CHILDHOOD'S wiiD 1s an attempt in this directiorn.

I could make thls a 20 page letter as I have much more to say
but fear I have made this letter too long. Zven now I fear you will
cut it down for CONFAB considerably.

((Wet o, Gecrge, though 1'll edmit the temptetion was
there. Your letter aoppears in its entirety.. # I wonder how
much success yow'll have in getting fanzine editors to gilve
enual consilderation to fantesy and s-f. Wost fanzlazs reflect,
to some degree, the cdltor's personality, his own llkes and
disllkes. If the edltor of e particular zlne happens to
like fantasy and s~ equally well, hils zine will probably be
equally devoted Lo the two., Bubt not all faneds' interests are
so divided. I doubt if many faneds feel any serious gobligation
to glve gqual space Lo both. kost faneds are in ths buslness
rainly for the enjoyment they get out of it--not to make money
as & pro-cdlitor must--and therefore flgure they zignt as well
print material that appeals to them personally, rather than to
try and pleage theo largest audience possible with & more varied
cholce of material. 5o I would say that the whole oroblem
hinges ot thec personal lilkez of the various faneditors.))
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Why aren 't there some really CLD actifans-<~gay about 65 or so?"
Wb dedb R e PR B H AR R B R R A e B R e R W e s e F e S 3 e B S e e S e e s S S S i e i S de e g 5k

JOHN HITCHCOCK, 15 Arbutus Ave., Baltimore 28, Md.

oesfAnd I have quoted L2o-Tze in the original Chirese! Ne, I
enjoy %AD, but not to the wllé state of some of the characters in
#AD MUMBLINGS. I'm going to walt (in fact, am walting) for GHILD~
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HOOD'S END to turm up &8 a pocketbock on the newselands. Otherwise,
UMBRA mlght fold, and fandom would ctresent no serious obetacle to
the new comers. ... L have absolutely no comment c¢n keCain'e latter.
I nsver read uuyuuinr he writes., Tco dry. £xcept occazionally in
PSY. ... If you don'il print this letter,; mention UsBRA in your edi-
torial, will you?

Of course &llison isn't abbreviating the nams (of his zine).
the abbrev would be LI¥E. Or DIM. Just the thing for cr\ntivc
abusers of hls efforts. ... 4ll the support in the worls? Man,
you've got it. There's the world right urdér you, supporting youe

What's the slgnificance of the "woBOw" on the back neage?

( (CIIILDHOCD'S END came out in pocketbook form Irom Bale
lentine °t least several montbs 2EOC. nt lecat I pickeé up
my copy that long ago. # The “woSCu" stands for "wide open
50 way witleh is a glight vaeriliation on a Grennellian tern
explalnma in a recent issuo of GRUE. All clear?))

e
GONFAE #6 will be in the malls wilthin 3-4 weakso..ué/ézrv,éjaﬁﬁ
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"If you fird an "X" marked on the envelope of thls lettersu..

remember, your ldea works both ways.'
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