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T'wiggy Comes'Back as Kong
What would you choose,to be if you could be
reincarnated as an animal? In an anthology of -an-
swers to this question, hére’s Twiggy’s, It’s from
“If 1 Were an Animal” (Morrow), compiled and il-
lustrated by Fleur Cowles. i

trom being misquoted and misused by the all- |
powerful and inventive

fered
image far removed from the reality of
unassuming life pattegn.-, 1., . .
. Mychoiceisthegorilla.... , . . - ‘
Gorillas are vegetariap (§ am trying to be
one), enjoy frolicking {me, o, baby), and are only
roused to fierceness.when threatened or provoked

its gentle, '

(perhaps by the same reporter who always turns =

up at airports to interview me after.a twenty-hour -
flight when I would rather have a hot-bath thana” ;
warm photograph).... t=;, - ~. Y- '® R
The gorilla is not an gjegant clotheshorse type
of creature, but, with :its own Bowery overcoat,
there is no need for anything else, and anyhow 1
have seen and worn enough silks and raiments to
last a lifetime, and certainly would not want to ex-
perience a new one wearing the same adornments.
As a gorilla I might decide to curl my hair Alittle.

Hooker Creatés
Executive Post

GRAPHIC IDIOSINCRASIES OF
THE MODERN COMIC PRGE ...
A5 LLUSTRATED (N THE
FOLLOWING COMIC SCENARIO
PERFORNED BY MR, M. BLOOM

‘ LGt g <) . . 47‘ A
' Most entertainers, érom ti}ne to time, suffer -

m“ageanmal I would | &
moggl%(,e tore-enter the 3% similarly has suf-
rom being misunderstood; with.a fearsome |

1987, Washiagien Post Writers Group

s FAMILY
%&OEaEB?!I\ACLUDES
TWO PRESIDENTS

e

THERE , B-B-BUZZARD
% ARE YOU-OU-OU 1

20 MINUTE
INTO THE
FUTURE...

B P R e - PR

= SPEEDY DELIVERY: Postmaster Gen-
eral Preston Tisch, in a letter to FTC Chair-
man Daniel Oliver, rejected a proposal to-
support privaté delivery of letters, saying
mail segvice is better than ever. Tisch's let-.

ter was hand-delivered by a courier service.

Explains a Postal Service spokesman: “It's

4 just that we wanted it to arriye as soon as

possible.”

Ml‘f“'s "_I‘\ M-ME { -

* He Goes to Jail Anyway

. Theauthor of the book, “Pay No Income Tax-

es Wxt!mut GoingtoJail,” was sentenced to five

- years In prison yesterday in Columbus, Ohio,

for helping clients cheat on their income taxes,

Phillip Fry, 42, former owner of the Tax In.

ment ‘Cel_lte;(:;a hC:n?.;l'd, Olndal )

nt service in New io, and Bar-

bara J. Schae;. 53; pleaded guilty June 30 to
o ) . g

Center’s tax preparation office in Butler, Pa.

ibe Tax Information
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GETTLIG CAUGHT UP -

DAGON is published every third Saturday by John Boerdman, 234 Emst 19th Street,
Brooklyn, New York 11226-5302. It circulates through AFA-R, an amateur press as-
sociation which 1s gollated at the same address end frequency. The qopy qount is
39, and you are invited to gontribute. If you don't pick up your qopy here, I can
mail i1t to ycu for postage and pacKing, and I can also print your gontribution if
you don't have your own printing facilities. (See "The Ministry of Finance" on pege
8 for details.) The next qollation of APA-Q is the 274kth Distribution on 2 January -
1088; this will also be an open gollation, which means that if you want to help, drop
around by 2 FM. If you plan to bring a gontribution for that qollation, and get de-
layed by the Fdward I. Koch Plan for Corngesting the Subways, glve me a phone call
(718-693-1579) and let me know that you'll be late.

Today's gollation is a bit different from most of them. 'Today some members of
the Brooklyn College Sclence-Fiction Soclety will be here to print their fanzine,
which will run to 10 pages and 1000 copies.

Blancmange #191 %Blackman): I once alse believed in "defensive voting". In
1964 T voted for Johnson because I was afraid that Goldwater would get us involved
in a war in Asia, cut down on social service programs, and whittle away at our civil
liberties in the name of "tradition" and "natlonal security". Fool me once, shame
on you; fool me twlce, shame on me.

Blancmange #192 (Blackman): I have asked around, and can't find anyone who likes
llesley Crusher or knows anyone who does., Maybe he's in to inspire btright ll-year-
olds and cause them to develop an interest in the new Star Trek - something like
Duddy Deering in the old Buck Rogers comic strip. (Buddy was the kid brother, ac
tlesley is the son, of a woman in whom the Captain has or might develop a romantic
interest.) Alternately, as you suggest, Wesley might be the eternal Heinlein juve-
nile hero.

I had bad the impression that guppies, when they were political at all, were
supporters of all the Reagan programs except banning abortion and recreational drugs,
To find that comic books aimed at yupple audiences are lambasting Reagan 1s an in-
teresting new development. To judge from his views on the Summit Conference, the
senile actor knows that his popularity is rumning out, and is desperately seeking
for some gimmick that will meke him once again the Nation's Darling, even if he had-
to seek popularity from people he's been slanging for 6 or T yesrs as weak-kneed ap-
peasers of the Evil Empire. The reactions he's getting from his long-time supporters
is like the reaction sometimes received by o0ld men with yourgideas - he alienates his
wife of many years without attracting the young lady on whom he'!s set his affections.

The Buttoneer's Den 2 (Holzman): "What would happen if we built a computer
which could...protect its plug?" Well, think of the joke whose punch line is:

"There is now!" ‘

Now that there are female rabbis, when will there be a female mohel?¥*

Your pet peeve about s-f books which are thinly disguised poleTEEI or reli-
glous tracts is an 0ld one. H. G. llells was described by a contemporary as having
"sold his birthright for a pot of message'". However, a well-written book can have a
Message and not detract from its interest. I include here books whose messages are
ideas T don't agree with, such as Abbot's Flatland, Vonnegut's Cat's Cradle, and
Eddison's The Worm Ouroboros. (Good as this last book 1s, its last chapter is one
of the most distasteful passages I've ever read.)

I have just bought The Zork Trilogy and will pass my comments along as I make
progress in it. I downleaded it fron the original disk onto floppies twice, to test
a hypothesis developed after my experiences with Leather Goddessés of Phobos. I have
been told that Infocom tries to prevent unauthorized copying by fixing the original
disk so that after one downloading from it, it changes so that now it cannot be

* - This word, usually pronounced "moyil", means "ecircumecisionist".
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solved upon a seeond copy. Not knowing this, and never having used en Infocom game
before, I downlcaded Leather Goddesses of Phobos onto a play disk twice, and now seem
to Le at an impasse. After solving each section of The Zork Trilogy on the first-copied
play disk, I will do it again on the second copy and see whether it works.,

. Olliemania has apparently passed already: It is typical of Viece President Bush
that he picks now as the time to start enéorsing Liecutenant Criminal Nortk and calling
him a hero. With both Jerry Falwell and Ollie North in his corner, hew can he lose?

(The answer is, of course, that the Democrats will lose. As a necessary conse-
quence, and only for that reason, Bush will win.)

I make frequent reference to Pat Pulling's group Bothered About Dungeons & Dragons
(BADD) in a column that I run from time to time in my war-gaming fanzine EMPIRE. The
column, which has run to 15 installments so far over the past 3 years, is called "Dun-
geons & Christians". Sometimes, when the subject matter concerns s-f as well as gam-
ing, I bave also printed it in DAGON.

Anyone who leaps into bed with a lover without finding out about intravenous
crug use 1s taking a risk that is much too great. A little caution in the choice of
lovers is needed when dealing with AWDS, but panic is noti

A couple of weeks ago, there was an article in the New York Times about the piti-
able state of Soviet veterans of the war with Afghanistan - ggggntgy as they are called
in Russian. They, too, are whimpering that their country doesn't appreciate what
they've done for it. Well, screw them, too. 3

I am not surprised to learn that the solution of Lewis Carroll's riddle was not
original with Lin Carteri

Thanks for the con reports. Best of lutk at Antioch. I am not surprised to
learn of low enrollments in advanced physics courses; we're having the same problem at
Broocklyn College. ©Oh, how I am hoping for the success of the Soviet Mars landing
planned to 1992! TIt'll be sputnik all over again.

DAGON #362 (me): Several people have told me that Mike Doonesbury and J. J. got
rarried Just before the hiatus in the strip.

Hostigos flier: I am not surprised. H. Beam "Stay Drunk and You'll Never Have a
Hangover" Piper is doing as well in the 1980s as he did in the 1950s, and there's ano-
ther support for Bruce Berges's "thirty year plan"., But there seems to be a peculiar
fatality (using that word in both its senses) about authors of militaristic s-f, and
other people who think that all our problems can be solved by shooting a sufficiently
large number of people. In this century alone, the fellowing military men and/or en-
thusiasts for war have solved their problems by killing themselves: Alfred Redl, Fer-
enc Nopcsa, Unity Mitford, Adolf Hitler, Joseph Goebbels, Robert Ley, Heinrich Himm-
ler, Herrmann Goering, Tamon Yamaguchi, Tomeo Kaku, Ryusaku Yanagimoto, Getulio Var-
gas, H. Beam Piper, William Knowland, Yukio Mishima, Dan Burros, and, very nearly,.
Oliver North. Once he is indicted, it would be a jood idea to keep a suicide watch
on him. During his testimony he struck me as being the sort of man who would not bend
in the.least, but who might under sufficient pressure break. This was before I learned
of his 1974 suicide threat.) And, to judge from the frenetic tone of the S-F Review
letter writers who were so upset about John Brumnner's view that the United States and
the Soviet Union can live in peace, there are a few suicidal types there as well. If
a major decrease of nuclear weapons should ever be accomplished, I would not like to
be within gunshot range of Jerry Pournelle or Darrel Schweitzer.,

National Space Society flier: This is very inpressive and makes some good points,
but I would be very careful about which pro-space group to join. Some of them, when
their publications are examined more closely, prove to be lobbying to put the electron-
ics and asviation industries on the welfare rolls. The L-5 Soclety has a distressing
number of militarists among its members, and several of these groups are promoting the
Great Big Maginot Line in the Sky, which if carried out fully will benkrupt the tax-
payers, make a few thousand stockholders obscenely rich, greatly increase world ten-
slons, and promote American security in no way.

I'11 still recommend the Planetary Soclety, in which Carl Sagan 1s active. Mem-
bership 1s $20 from them at 65 N. Catalina Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 91106, Their bulle-
tin, with excellent articles and photographs, is published six times a year,
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I'LL SEE YOU IN THE FUNNY PAPERS

XIVIII. Gen Comes to America

The possibility of nuclear war has hung over the world for more than forty years.
Sclence-fiction stories, mainstream novels, films, and comlc books Lave tried to esti-
mate what korrors would be caused if it were unleashed. NeverthLeless, there are still
people who can regard nuclear war as one of several options which, under certain condi-
tions, it might be desirable to employ.

Such people are about to be exposed to the art work of the Japanese comic strip
artist Keiji Nakazawa. Nuclear war is not an #cademic question for Nakazawa, He was
on his way to school on the morning when the first nuclear bomb fell on Hiroshima.

His father, sister, and brother died in the resulting firestorm, and he does not know
how he escaped: His determination that such a thing must never happen egain has led
him to create a bock, from which will soon be, K dedigned a film which is going to have a
major impact when it is released in this country‘

Nakazawa's Hadashi no Gen ("Berefoot Gen") first appeared in 1972-73, serialized
in Japan's largest comlc art weekly, Shukan Shonen JEQE . The message 1s as hard,
stark, and uncompromising as is the artwork. In 1976 Project Gen was formed, to bring
llakazawa's message to speakers of other languagess This was not an easy job, since
Japanese reads from right to left, meaning that panels had to be réversed and in some
cases redrawn, S50 far, Bgrefoot Gen has appeared in English, French; German; Norwe-
gian, Swedlsh, Indonesian, and Esperanto., A full-length, animated, feature film of
this book will be released in the U. S. in 1988.

"Gen" means "roots" or "source"; and the boy Gen Nakaoka is a fictionalized ver-
sion of the artist himself. The story begins in April of 1945, with the Japanese mi-
litarists desperately trying to keep up the people's patriotic spirit in the face of
the defeat that could be seen coming. Gen is the fourth of the Nakaokas' five chil-
dren; a sixth is on the wey. His father 1s opposed to the war and to the militarists,
and so of course the whole family is condemned as "traitors" - a condemnation which is
reinforced when they behave decently towards their Korean neighbor instead of insult-
ing him as the other Japanese do. Gen's oldest brother was yanked away from his stu-
dies to work 1n a munitions plant - from which he enlists in the navy because he is
tired of being called a tritor's son. The second son has been "evacuated" to the coun-
try, where he is put to agricultural labor and half starved to death. Experiénces of
both older boys are shown, interspersed with those of the family at lome, to show how
the war has perverted the values and mutilated the spirits of the peoPie.

The humorous i1s mixed with the tragilc in this book. Gen and his little brother
Shinji are the sort of high-splrited, mischief-making boys who are common in "kid
strips" - Katzenjammer Kids without malice. If a crippled glazier is about to be evic-
ted from his shop, Gen and Shinji drum up business for him - by breaking windows all
over the neighborhood. If they are short of money for food, they do a song and dance
act on the street corner, pretending to be orphans. But in the midst of this is pathos.
Vhile they are begging, an old woman offers to take them in, since her grandchildren
vere kllled in an alr raid - we see thelr deaths as the old lady speaks. When word
cones of the fall of Okinawa, we see the Okinawan civilians committing suicide, taking
their children with them. A cousin of the Nakaokas comes home a blinded, quadruple”
amputee. And, from time to time, we brgak to see the planning and testing of the first
nuclear weapons, In distant America.

Barefoot Gen does not glve us long recriminations about the American use of nu-
clear bOmMbS against Japan. Americans are, equally with Japanese, presented as victims
of the war. The Nakaoka family walks by & prisoner of war camp, and see other passers-
by stoning and insulting the prisoners. Mr. Nakaoka tells his children, "These Ameri-
cans have Mothers, fathers, sisters, and brothers too. War just mekes humans hate each
other, kill each other.." The blame for the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima is fixed pri-
marily on the Japanese militarists who led and lied the country-into the war.

Koji, Gen's oldest brother, is seen at a training camp for kamikaze pilots, where
the military mystique is carried to its highest pitch. One of the boys, Hanada, breaks
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under the brutal training, runs away, and is recaptwed and beaten ta within an inch nf
his 1life. He hangs himself, and his parents are told that their son '"met with an acci-
dent and died honorably during training." When they come to the base, Koji tells them
the truth - and they reject it bitterly., "Terukichi died honorably for his country}"
the elder Hanada shouts. "Don't take away our glory! Don't destroy our dream! Our
Gream that Terukichi would die in the war for his country!" As the Hanadas leave, Koji
is stunned that they are "rejoicing over their own son's death,"

Nor was it only the Japanese "warrior mystique" that produces such feelings. There
is now under comnstruction, just a few miles east of New York City, a memorial to and
for Gold Star parents. It celebrates the deaths of their sons 1n militery service.

To call things by thelr real names, this memorial is being erected by pareais who are
glad that their sons are dead. It is difficult to find words to describe such a per-
version of normal human feelings,

The anti-war message comes over well, but American readers will still feel some
culture shock. The llakaokas are a close and loving family, but the father administers
terrific beatings to his sons when they misbehave - even to Kojl when he announces his
{ntention of joining the navy. ("You moron. I didn't bring you up to become a mur-
derer!") After Gen is caught breaking the windows, he is not nly beaten, but his °
hands and feet are tied and he is suspended for a while from a railing. (Naturally,
Shinjl comes along and tickles his feet.) This was more violent punishment than you
would have found in an American family at that time, let alone now. Also, the whole
fanily sleeps on adjacent floor mats in the same room, And while Shinji sometimes
vears the same outfit as would an American boy, at other times he wears a sort of loz-
enge-shapred wrap-around garment that leaves his buttocks bare.

The English translation 1s well-done and idiomatic; we see such expressions as
"hang in there", "turkey", and "creep". The lettering, however, leaves a great deal
to be desired. The English translation of Barefoot Gen ($11.45 including shipping from
llew Soclety Publishers, 4722 Baltimore Ave., Philadelphia, Penn. 19143) takes us up to

the fall of the bomb, though the original Japanese text goes intc the aftermath.

The effects of the bomb are particularly strong stnff; after roading +the end of
the book you will want to go and hug someone you love, Since film is a more powerful
nedium than print, there is going to be much controversy when the film version of Bare-
foot Gen becomes available. As commercial distributors will not touch sueh a thing, it
uwill cireculate on university campuses and among anti-war groups, for which it should be
an effective prepaganda pilece and fund-raiser. I leave to your imagination the reac-
tion it will get from conservative columnists and talk shows - which will probably be
excellent publicity for it. Nakazawa's work, based as it is on his personal experi-
ence of nuclear warfara, should prove very effective in promoting opposition to it.

The book has an intrcjuction by Susumu Ishitani, a Japanese Pacifist who as a boy
survived the nuclear bombing w¢ Nagasaki. He speaks of the universallty of the message
of Barefoot Gen. Hls words are ewnlly applicable to the nations of our own time:

"Gradually I came to know how I and all ordinary Japanese people had
been cheated by the ruling people. Tose who were cheated, cheated other
people, too. Mass media, education, sw~1g]l pressure and police and mili-
tary power were all used on the people. W had never been given proper in-
formatien tc¢ Judge what was actually going on. What we were glven was in-
correct infermation in order for them te be able »; justify their military
policies. Education had been used to promote the Lméred and killing of 'en-
emies...The war was actually not between the Japanese Pecle and the people
of the allied nations. I felt anger at those who cheated wa apd also at my-
self for being so easily cheated.”

*

This column, eriticism of comic art, regularly runs in my sclenece-fiction fanzina
DAGON. This installment will also pun in the Shlith issue of my war-geming fanzine
GRAUSTARK.
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"THE FREEMASONRY OF SCIENCE"

"Pacifism 1s not enough. It is necessary to be politieally
anti-patriﬁtic." b H. Gc WellS

Through sll his .long life, H. G. Wells was & promoter of sclence, and a strong
opponent of nationalism end war. Again and again, in both his fiction and his non-
fiction, he drew contrasts between the intense patriotism of nationalistic feelings
and the international character of science., Science has one and only one standard of
determining what is valid, and it works for people of all nations. How petty and stu-
pid, by contrast, 1s a standard according to which a deed is wrong if done east of the
Rhine, but right if done west.of the Rhine.

Wells went fUrther than merely opposing war. He also opposed patriotism, that
government-administered narcotic which makes people feel good about 'doing evil things.
A freguent feature of his novels is a sclentist who goes against the policies of his
nation, and rather seeks the benefit of humanity as a whole. If this requires commit-
ting what nations call "treason", so be ity While governments plan war against one
another, sclentists who are nominally subjects of those hostile governments meet to-
gether to pursue their own goals. i '

The most intense patriots - whinh we.call "natioralists" whep we do not ap-
prove of the things they do - have always realized this. Nearly 50 years ago, the
British embryologist Joseph Needham cited a Nazi intellectusl as claiming that the
three great enemies of his nation were the Red International (Communism), the Black
International (the Boman Catholic Church, from the color of their robes), and the
White International (the world scientific community, from, the color of their robes).

Sinee it began, the Reagan Administration has been unfriendly to the "White In-
ternatienal", No other American administration has put so many barriers in the way of
contacts between American and foreign scientists, banned so many foreign scientists
from entering this country, or tried to keep so much information in the country rather
than let it circulate throughout the world. (Much of this 1s not military information,
obut technical information ©  which an embargo is supposed to keep ' out of the hands
of foreign businesses. For this the text 1s 1 Samuel 13:19.) Physiclists have been
kept informed on this by a weekly newsletter, What's New, which is published by Robert
L. Parks and available to members of the American Physical Society.

One of the topics on which Dr. Parks has kept his readers informed is the "pro-
gress" of that technological joke variously called "Peace Shield", "Siar Vars", "High
Frontier", "Strategic Defense Initiative", and "That Great Big Maginot Line In The
Sky". Parks hus shown that no physicist, computer scientist, or engineer not wedded
to the federal puyroll thinks the thing will be workable. This, in fact, seems to be
the vi tual consensus ef opinion among physicists, A few monthe ago, an article in
Reviews of Modern Physics ("RMP") went over these points.

Politiclans who have attached their careers to "Star Wars" are unable to accept
that these physicists are right, an@t have therefore concluded that they have to’
be disloyal. There 1s an attempt in Congress to revoke the tax exemption of the Ameri-
can Physical Society. More recently, they have discovered the Committee on Interna-
tional Security and Arms Control (CISAC). CISAC is just the sort of thing that H. G.
/ells hoped would some to pass.- It was established by the U, S. National Academy of
Sciences in 1980 "to draw on the expertise of the scientific and engineering communi-
ties to study issues of international security and arms control" - and it meets twice
a year with a slmilar group of the Academy of Sciences of the U, 8. S. R.,!

Some members of Congress, according to What's New of 25 November 1987, are suspi-
cious that CISAC hed been aided by Paul Nitze, a U. S. government official who has
made a career iIn "arms control" while vigorously opposing any such thing. However,
the logic of events have forced an unwilling President Reagan into arms reduction ne=-
gotiations with the Soviet Union, and since Reagan is untouchable to the Cold Warriors,
they are instead opening fire on men like Nitze who are Just golng along with the Dre-
sident., The argument will be that Gorbachev influenced the Soviet Academy, the Soviet
Academy influenced CISAC, CISAC influenced Nitze, and Nitze is despite his pro-war re-
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cord irfluencing President Reagan into these Pacifistic courses. This is why Congress-
man who oppose the idea of arms reductions have asked the FBI to look into these con-
tacts between CISAC and their opposite numbers in the USSR,

However, the international character of science is too well established to be
subject at this late date to regulation by pro-war politiclans. The historical rec-
ord shows that whenever a nation tries to cut its scientists off from the internation-
al scientific community, and put restrictions on their contacts with foreign col-
leagues, that nation declines precipitately in ever aspect of science from pure theory
o applied technology.

More widely, we have the possibility that the nation state may not be superseded
by a world government, but simply rendered obsolete by international science, interna-
tional technology, international commerce, and international media. Such contacts may
in the future include such comments as: "Yes, we can go along with this plan. Of
course, our President (or Vozhd, Premier, Ayatollah, King, or Great and Glorious
Leader) won't like it, but we can work it out without him."

THE MIMISTRY OF FINANCE
The following people have establish postage and/or printing accounts with me, so

that I can mail to them Ytheir coples of APA-Q. As-of 11 December 1987, these ac-
cgunts have the following balances:

I'iina Bogin $5.30 John Malay# * 338,65
Lee Burwasser $10.49 Alan Rachlin 28¢

Philip M. Cohen $16.47 Lana Raymond¥*# $3.97
Stacey Davies 26¢ Robert Sacks $8 .00
Don Del Grande $7.21 Anton Sherwood $3.87
John Desmord $6 .40 Jane T. Sibley* $oo. 4L
Hazold Feld#® $5.49 Peter G. Trei $1.18
Daniel B, Holzman $9.62 Elizabeth Willig © 92¢

Robert Bryan Lipton*# $21.52
* - Also gets APA-Filk. # - 1st-class mail
Including postage and/or printing costs for this present Distribution, the

armount of your balance as of 12 December 1987 is given to the right. Ac-
counts which fall into arrears will be suspended., Tresently suspended accounts are:

Vinnie Bartilucci -76¢ John Hartzell -79¢
Andre Bridget -T2¢ Dana Hudes © -28¢
Shelby Bush -$5.98 Mark Keller _ -86¢
Liz Ensley ~37¢ Ted Pauls -39¢
Mike Gunderloy -$2.01 Joyce Scrivner ~T5¢

THE MINISTRY OF MISCELLAITY

Some 15 or 17 years ago, a science~fiction club was orgamized at Brooklyn Col-
lege; among its members were Mark Blackman, Ira Donewitz, and Gary Tesser. I served
as the club's faculty adviser, and what turned out to be the sole issue of their
fanzine Ggtewey was printed at my home.

That Brooklyn College Science Fiction Society eventually was dissipated by
craduation (why does that phrse sound odd?) and some of its remembers became well-
tnown fans. Now the cycle is beginning agaln, and tomorrow (not today as announced
earlier in this issue) they will be priting here a 300-copy run of a“l0-page club
fanzine. They think they have a way of cutting printable stencils on a multiply ap-
plied dot=-ratrix computer printed. I am reserving judgment,
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By the next issue of DAGON I will ;ass on to ADPA-Q members-and other readers in-
formatian about this clubzine.

Coincidentally, I have just received in the mail the latest issue of the oldest
continuing college s-f club fanzine in the world. It is Twillight Zine #39, which is
published by the MIT Science Fiction Society, Room 1/20-473, 8L Massachusetts Ave.,
Cambridge, Mass, 02139. It is $1.50 a copy or available for trade, contrilbutions or
letters of comment. (Any correspondence regarding Tuilight Zine should be labeled
"Attn: Jourcomm". There is even an Eemail address: mitsfs@athens.miv.edu

v The Fall 1987 issue of Twilight Zine has reviews of Heinlein's To Sail Beyond the
Sunset, Duane's So You Want to Be a Wizard, McCrumb's Bimbos of the Death Sun (revieved
also in the last DAGON), and other current s-f, and also of three computer games in-
cluding Leather Goddesses of Phobos.

*

Generals are always being accused of preparing for the last war. Pacifists are
sometimes gullty of setting up their campaigns to oppose the last war. Now, it seems,
economists are preparing for the last depresslon. DMaybe, in all cases, these people
ought to be looking at the war or panic before the last one.

People like myself, who are not involved in the "Market", This is
sometimes have trouble concealing our mirth over the agonies that

are novw allegedly affecting the economy. We tend to forget that the 0 At

1929 crash was not instantly followed by mass unemployment, apples P Great
being sold on street corners, and nation-wide waves of farm foreclo- E Intervals
sures and bank fallures, It was not vntil 1931 and 1932 that the R Appesrs
ripples of disaster began spreading out through the country. The A Appears
famous sulcides were not brokers leaping out of windows, but small T To
businessmen, farmers, and factory workers who got caught in the I Inflame
wreckage, After the 1929 crash, stock prices kept lurching down, 0 Optic
with occasional upward sputs that did not last. N Nerves

What will happen this time? Not the precise imitation of 1929
that the economics pages of the newspapers have been telling us # 1468
about. Yuppies will not begin to fall from Well Street windows - for
one thing, those bulldings are all air condltioned now, so the windows won't open.

Let's look Instead at the crash before last - the great money panic of 1907.

Vlhen is sppeared that the brokerages were not going to be able to meet their obliga-
tions, the g¢lder J. P. Morgan called  together a bunch of bankers, told them what would
happen 1f the economy went down the tubes, and got them to put up a pool of money to
buy enough stocks to keep the economy from lurching over the edge.

There are news reports at the rumor stage about what happened on Tuesday 20 Octo-
ber 1987 - the day after "Black Monday".¥* According to a report on WNYC this morning,
the stock market ceased to exist for about 1% hours on the morning of 20 October.
There were simply no buyers. When this happers, the cure is put in the hands of about’
50 M'Specialty Firms" about whose operations the public is apparently kept in ignorance,
It is the duty of these "Specialty Firms" to buy if everyone else is selling, or to
st¢ll if everyone else is buying, just to keep the market stable. However, on 20 Octo-
Ler the blg banks refused to back up these "Specialty Firms" with the money necessary
to _.make these purchases,

So why didn't the market lurch further down into the pit? After all, it had in
1929. After the first big crash on Thursday 24 October 1929, the bottom really fell
out on Tuesday the 29th. No Morgan organized a pool to prop things up then.

This time, however, somebody did. Apparently the Federal Reserve System »ut in
enough money so that an obscure stock market index could be artificially boosted by the
"Specialty Firms" This gave the market enough confidence to bounce back, on the 20th
by 360 of the over 500 points lost on the 19th. The Morgan strategy of 1907 has worke
in 1987, .

* - T wonder whether it was given that name so that people might blame Blacks for
it. (Well, less likely scapegoats have been successfully blamed for past disasters by
past demagogues.)
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There are several problems with all this., For one thing, most of this stratesy
is illegal. Various law enforcement agencies are looking into the matter now. There
is considerable irony in that an agency of the federal govermment had to play, in
1987, the role that the guintessential capitalist J. D. Morgan played in 1907. And,
of course, the money for this strategy may not always be available. It wasn't in
1929, and loock what happened then, : :

*

Remember the joke about "telephone sanitizers" in Douglas Agams's A Hitchhiker's
Guide to the Galaxy? A planet threatened with destruction sent three refugee ships
off into space; one of them contained advertising apgents, publicists, telephone sani-
tizers, and cther "useless bloody idiots" who, it was obviously Loped, would get them-
selves lost. ‘

The Conservative Party of New York, a pack of soreheads who for the past 25 years
have been insisting that Republicans are too liberal, has just gone into the telephone
sanitizing business. According to Newsday of 9 December 1987, they presented Senator
"Fonzie" D'Amato with a telephone sanitizing kit at their anniversary dinner. "VWhy
Tele Guard?" party chairman Serphin Maltese was asked by Newsday. "Have an unusual
number of Conservatives fallen prey to deadly phone fungi? You never know,'" Mal-
tese replied., Williar F. Buckley also got one.

*

And what do T trink of President Reagan's drastic about-face on the reduction of
nuclear weapons, and the flack he is catching for this from his most dedicated support-
ers? Naturally, I'm delighted. It is ironic that, 50 years ago, Neville Chamberlain
tried his best to promote peace, and was forced by the iron logic of events to de-
clare war., Now, Ronald Reagan tried his best to promote war, and 1s being forced by
the iron logic of events to at least begin a peace-making process,

Since DAGON readers also get ANAKREON, you know that I saw all this coming back
in May. I led off ANAKREON 734 with "Evil Empire, Here I Come!" to the tune of "Cali-
fornia, Here I Come!" The song concluded:

"Let's reduce the stockpile size,
I don't want to carbonize,

Jimma, I apologize!l
Evil Empire, here I comel"

DAGON #363
John Boardman
234 East 19th Street

Brooklyn, New York
11226-5302

FIRST CLASS MAIL
HAPPY HANUKAH!
SALUBRIOUS SOLSTICE!
MERRY CHRISTMAS?

A HAPPY AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR(U'



