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TH, ELICTTON; D03 IT MAKS AVY DLA@3R3INCE?
fal

The pondereus processa=s of eledtor. 1 politics hive : bout ground to .. conclusimn
for this ye.r. _.n electorkte which «vishes overshelmingly for pe.ce is presented with
«. chenice :mong three rro—w r c.ndld: fes. 4 n.tion those 1. /s embody the most sveeping
gu. r.ntees of individu.l liberty ever knosn hus to choose .mong three men whose :.ppe-ls
tr "Llew ond order" embody o concentr: ted .tt ck on those literties. 4 n tion whose
m jor domevtlic wroblem is peverty vill h ve 8 its next President . m n whese politic:l
c.reer lncludes cut :fter cut Iin . nti-peveriy pregr ms.

Under these circumst nces we h.ve sesn .n incre.sing .mount of lien- tion frou the
shole politic. 1 rreezss, This len.tion expresses 1tself in the Yipple demonstr tions
<& inst the c.ndldites, in .. prolifer:. tion of minor-p.rty c. mdid.tes, in . widespre.d
determin. tion to reotest by not voting, :nd .. gener 1 impression th t, no m. tier who is
elected next month, things #ill continue to ge : imlessly downhill.,

The editor h.s no Jdoubt th.t most of his re ders f. 11 in the c¢:tegory of liber:l
Democrcts ¢r m~der te, Rockefeller-style Reputlic.ns, These people +ill pred.bly f£ind
Hubert Humphrey less Alst:steful th:n his riv ls. However, Humphrey h.s érceted ..n im-
pregni.ble w11l “etgeen his own ¢ ndid cy ~nd the millions ef hopeful people who ‘worked
fer the nomin-tien of Kennedy, lic®.rthy, or Rocicefeller,. Muring the Demecr: tic WN.tion-
<l Convention he unreseivedly cndersed the t..cties used ®»y il yor O ley's cops .g imst
these people - tictics of deliber. te drutclity which we .11 s.w on television «nd in
our newsprrers, ~ /e know now how Hubert Humphrey plins to de:l with dissent if he is
elected tn the presidency. .

Wor will ::n exusper ted wrete:t vote for Wixon er ¥ll.ce help ruything., The sort
of brrg in-h.sement lu chi: fre4 nism which s .ys th t thase men would be more likely to
preduce-i revolution.ry. rv_ction his eften proven filse in the riste. AN (rgument of"
this sert persuided Gema.n Jommunists net to resist the Hitler tcke~ever, on the theory
thit Hitler would be more likely to prrovoke = Communist revolution,

No m_tter which of these three virtu lly indistinguishcble men is elected in No-~
vember, we will be in for four rough ye rs. The test we con dmn LS te est bllsh . pesi-
tion new, so selidly th t fter four ye:rs ef repressien :nd incempetence it w7ill
8t nd 8 o becon for the elector.te in 1972,

"h .t ossurince is there th t we #111 even h ve . n election in 19727" some iisil-
Jusioned Laftist might sk Inorti., prob.bly. If the regulur recurrence of yresi-
denti..l -nd congression 1l electlens & :s not interrupted 1n the d 1k 4 ys of 1662—
1330~2, nd 1942-4, 1t cert inly sont't we Ilnterrupted now.

It then rem ins to find o way tc est-blish this pcsition, te mike it ele r to the
supnorters of Wixon, Fumphrey, ~nd ¢ll-ce th t there is .- 1. rge nti-w r, nti-poverty,
pro—equ. .11ty vave shich ¢:n be de .ivered tc .n .ccept.ble ¢ ndld te in 1972, This will
not be done ry refr:-ining from veting, There 1s no column he ded "Abstentions" in
shich these vetes e counted, - i

In r1lmost every st . te there will be tickets pledgeu to go.ls cther th n those en-
dorsed By the "Big Three", Some of these will ®e vener ble socl list tickets, suéh s
the Socl:list Lobor P-rty (M rxist-DelLeonist), nd the Soclilist jorkers P rty (M.rx-
ist-LeninistyTretskyits)s Others 711l be Negro rrotest .groups, such s the Bl.ck P.n-
thers. Still others will ks ce. litions ef LL ck ~nd white »i3ifists nd/er socicl
reformers +md revelution ries: the Fe ce & Freedom P rty, Still nthers will be inde-
pendent c:.ndldrcles for Sen:tor McC rthy in st:tes where the election l:ws de not per—
mit him to whthdr:w his n.me for the b 1llot, In :. few st tes, evenr the Communist
P:rty i1l Se en the b 1lute In Nes Yerk, esing tc the perenni 1 schism tropy ef the:
Ieft, there 71’1 be c Pe ce & Freedom Pty .1d . Freedom & Perce F.rty.

The veter whe doesnft wini Lo endorse the Nixon-—HumPhrey—v Jl.ce policies should



process.es

lc ok “ver his V. .1llct for the nime of Zugene MC:rthy, or Fred Hulsateud, or Hemning
Plomer, cr Ch.rlene lMitchell, or Dick Gregery, or Eldridge Glecver, er Cerstt. King,

or Benjumin Spock. If .. lorge number of vetes ' re cust for these cundid. tes, then In
1972 the mojor purties will sturt cempeting for tuvm. fe m.y yet We treated to the
spectocle of the Democritic N-tion:l Committee ceming, hit in h.nd, te Sen.tor MeC.rthy
nd :sking en wh't tems he will comsent to lexd the pirty.

[Your editor pl:.ms tn vote for Dick Gregory. At lerst he's . prafessioncl
comedi: no:' -

And, ¢f course, your vote should Ye c st for congression 1l cnd loc.l c.ndlid.tes
whose election would represent .. victery for the McC.rthy prsition. Thils includes
such sanctorisl ccndld. tes s Foul O'Dayer in Wes Yerk, Alan 6-inmston,in Cclifornic,
Ernest Gruening (running .s n independent) in . laskc, J.yne Merae in
Oregon, H.rold Hughes in Iowa, +nd Thom:s Fcgleton in Misseuri, This is
In Nev York the eleetion of the Bollowing otndidates for the House

of Represent..tives 1is reccumended: ; : 0 .t
5: A1l d Losenstein, Tam. 19: nvid McReynolds, Inde « P Gre.t !
8: Ben min Rmsenth.l, Dem.,-Lib, 20: fM1llirm F, Ry, Dem.-Libs Z Interv.ls
12: Jrmes Former, Liep.-Llb. 2l: Jcmes Scheuer, Dan ~Libe R This
16: Joseph Kottler, Libe T "27: John G. Dow, Dem.-Lib. ., A Appecrs
The e..rly impression th:t Rishcrd NW'xen would win the election AN
h.ndily doec not seem te be supported -t second gl.nce. Mcny penple I Inflcme
who, in the first flush of indign:tion icgzinst the wnr, vivil rights, 0 eoptic
or "irima In the streets" supported Nixen, ar f1llcce, .re beginning to N Werves
h-ve second theughts ;bout whit the defert “o° the Demoor-ts will me.n oo
ta them, persou lly, in :n economic sense., People h.ye .l7_ys pre- # 380
ferred thelr economic interests eover more bseruct m tters; note thot
the bulk nf the YVegre vote goes not th the party th t guve them freedem but to the “e
p rty th.t gove them jobs., =« T

Thder these circumst-necebs: . Humphrey vietery 1s not to be ruled out J.togethel;.
As-me s w 1in 1952, n unperul.r'w .r reicfs -giinst. the p-rty in pewer. PFut economiec
f.ets persist o3 - diy-to=d.y re.lity. then the l.ndlord ~sks for the rent, er the
grocer t:11ie3 the bpill, he is net interested in whether you support Our Boys in TViet-
n-m,or den't whrt Them te m.rry your A.ughter. Hubert Humghrey 1s going to m ke this o
clogs election. He might even win, ' "%

New how ibout George i llice? Jell, seme reople ..re trying te cemp.re thls elge~
tion to 1948, when the left -nd right wings of the .Terccritic P:x»ty split eff te sup—
port «n (nti-w r eandidcte ~nd .n . nti-Negro ccndid te. Same hive 1952 in mind, when c
wor cdiinistrotion ws rejected .t the cost of slowing dewn socl:l self-re progr.ms.

The editor woul live to ¢-1l your ~ttention to the 1936 elcction. Thut ye r °,
there wrs - right-wing, thiri-p. rty candldcte whe 1s Imost fergotten nos: 711li m I em—
ke, Leike, Y.skxed by the populir chserv..ilve r.dlo prop.g.ndist  ther Coughlin,
threw = gre.t scire into the mi jor p rty ccndldates th .t ye.r. ‘I‘hrou’*h mest ef the
e-mp.ign it wos fecwred th t he would hove ¢hough blue—colil.r .ppe: 1 to pull low-income
voters qw.y from Roosevelt, thus electing his Republicin oppenent. He .pre. led to %he
people who thought th.t Vew De. 1l reforms were going ,toc fist, cr in th- wrong direc-
tion,

A m~jrr concern th t ye.r 7 8 the rotentinl effect of *he Lemke c:ndid:cy, plus
the cAnserv tive efferts of the .merie 1l Liberty T.e gue. Yet, when the votes were
counted, Lemxe got less thit 900,000 votes. FHe rom third o¥ worse In every stite. The
Ameris:n Liberiy Le mie .nd ¥-ther doughlin were se dlscredited th .t they soon ggve up
the flghte .ind no one h.s ever heard ef 7 1il.m lLemke since then,

S0 the worries of wasochistic Leftists, Ancluding the Wes Yerk Free Press, that
Georga .Jallace will be elected can be dlsmisseds ps vobers continue_t'o-_c'é-nsi«der his
Pro—war and anti-~labor attitudes, hils suprcrt will decline. Ths histery books of 30
years hence will glve him about as much space as ou“ghistory ‘cboks‘gtve to I.mke,

* .
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, ‘- » he smeflls, but I seuldn't call him "muskie"
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