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DIFFERENT!al is an independent pub
lication unrelated to any group or
faction and it intends to stay
that.way for sake of preserving an
unbiased point of view and a flex
ible format. Because DIFFERENTial
is uevoted to concentrated writing
on basis of my firm belief that
almost any fan can write well if
he or she is kept from writing too
much, I pray you, gentle contribu
tor, observe the following
RUTHLESS RULES FOR CONTRIBUTORS
I. Say what you have to say withthe least
number of words with
which you can say it effectively.
I will not print any contributions
which are a) over 250 words long,
and b) use more than twice the ne
cessary number of words (I’m the
judge).
II. Because of space limitations.
(D-i will NOT under any circumstan
ces expand beyond one page) I can
not guarantee to publish all con
tributions. Conciseness, effect
iveness and interest will be the
criteria for choice.
III. The policy of this fanzine is
that no art is. better than cruddy
art. Size limit % page.
. ;
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ly Fanzine -------- Anybody disagree?

editorial
A number of individuals are en
gaged in an experiment: they are
trying to form a group welded prin
cipally by bonds of affection. The
nucleus is the love affair of two
known fen, and the charter members
have been dr awn > iff rosr their mutual
friends. The friends of the friends
formed a secondary wave of members
and the group stands now at the
crossroads.
On the one hand, the group could
expand indefinitely as each new
member brings with him his circle
of closest friends. The resulting
loose-jointed open network would
eventually disintegrate
through
loss of unity and identity, since
any attempt at formal organization
would violate the fundamental prin
ciple of unity through affection
alone.
On the other hand,
the group
could limit membership in such a
way that mutual affection is ass
ured among all the members. One
suggestion is that new members be
accepted only on unanimous approv
al of the members after having met
them all by’ letter or personally.
By the same token,
one objecting
vote would have to be enough to
dismiss a member, this system can
work provided the original group
is truly bound by affection. Other
wise it could be easily misused by
the group as a topi of self-de
struction. At this time it is not
certain whether all members of the
group are truly interested in be
longing or understand the implic
ations of belonging.
There is also a third alternat
ive
through indecision and lack
of leadership the group may simply
fade away into oblivion.
-:’SWPW
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