wow 1

b&

==

<




i A= B. 7. Jeeves,
April 1981 230 Bannerdale Rd.,
Sheffield S11. 9FE.

Ph. 53791

Once apain Postal Rates are rising..and once again d¢ad
wood nus: be pruned from the nailing list, If a cross appears in the top
jeft kand cormer of this page, I'n afraid this riuet be ycur J=gt issue
unless you DO scnethinge.sorry, but that's the way it has to be., Sp if
vou live in the U.K...5end 30p in stanps and a 1.0C to cnsure ERG 75 gets
to you. I still take subs fron the US/i..sEhree issues for two dollar
pillse..NOT chegques, they get ripned off in chargesas Other countries, a
pood LOC will keep you on the list., ind frorn anywhere..l'n open to
frade for bask issues of SF nags and/or recent issues of Popular Science/
Mechanics, ..ercspace, and nodelnakinge If in doubt, drop ne a line.

TUE BOSTON TRIP report has brought in several gueries as
to the chances of getting the whole thing into a one-shot. I an nmzking
up a linited number of copiles (46), so it will be a case of first-cone,
first served. Price unfixed as yet, but it will be betwecn 50p and £14
and will hinge larpgely on the new (an? as usual, top=-secret) postal rates.

BOOK and MAGLZINE sales., I really nust prune ny
collection of SF, so for copeners, anyone interested in a set of Galaxy,
U.S.4 Conplete from Noef 1950 to the uid 70s ¢ Make a sensible offer
for the lot and we'll list the lot and hogglee..no separate coples solda
1504 .GALAXY HOVELS 1 to 17..0ffers? also, Captain Future in Japnnesel
HAPNA, the Swedish zine, =nd sone Ttalian SP prozines. ilso assorted
paperbacks and hardcoverss I'm prep:2ing a list so let me know if you
miss out, and would like a copye I'n also willing tc trade off uy
surplus SFP for old najgs and suchlike,.an? give you a pood trade deal into
the barpain..so if you have old (pre-t940) SF, Mpdern Mewhonix, Popular
Fixing, Flying Aces, G-8, Dusty dyres or what-have-you, naybe we can do
a deal instead of eash. .s I say, uy nain ain is to galn sone space for
a still prowing collectiony so if T get rid .f a hardcover or three in
exchange for one item,..I win both ways.

FEMINISM' Itn getting sick of secing this thene rear its
gtupid head in various places..Radic Tines, analog etc. Particularly in
#he f orn of "You published X items by men and only ¥y by worten) s Qur
Tacal rag wants men banniug firon sales as they get in the way of the
(fighting?) women, The wrifur seemed to think that men never bought
anytiinge. In 'lobby Electronics, is a note that sone 95% of Shkow visitors
wzrv Len..which I suppose sorie rabid bra~waver wuld interpret %o rean
«hat only equal nurtbexs of nen and women should be aduitted. In analog,
various charectere cemplain (avout the wsual) including shciiing the Ede
down for sayinge.."if he{or shej..etc etca The conplainant objected to
the bracketsec.despite a readership which is sone 85% nales Titry all in
fFavour of equal rights for worten, in hone,business, s¢hool, law and so on,
but I an NOT in favour of that beinpg futerpreted as neaning over every
uncrossed t or undotted i. I seldon see such "fenales' yakking about the
educatiocn books and journals which almosi invariably refer to the teacher
as ‘'she', That of course puts the foot on the other boot.

Best, Terrye

QUARTERLY  yow 55 ite 2320 Yeor,

Grectings ERGbods,




This is a new column in which I plan to
bring news of what is going on at MASA.
Tine, space and material available, 1
nopd it will become a regular thing and
<hus help to keep ERGbods up to date with
activitiess

Of the space agency's seven launches
during 1980, six were successful..the one
which failed being the launch of MOAA-B
on ¥ay.29..it was to have been an environ-
mental monitoring satellitee.

Is 1980 drew to a close, Space Shuttle
o Colunbia was being prepared for rollout to
G DI toves i Launch Pad 39A. Move than half of the
P P A .*ﬁﬁ*"?gﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁ near.y 32,000 thermal protection tiles had

' to be rchonded to rieet specifications and

ensure they did not work loose during lounch stress. The flight engines
wave been recortified with 520-gecond Tirings and two nore test firings are
required in addition to the threc successful tests conducted during 1900,

The next craft, tChallenrer! iz under construction at Palmdale CA.,and is
scheduled for completion in Late 1982. Shuttle operation during the first
four vears calls for 74 flights (64 from Kennedy, 10 from Vandenburg), and

the lensy range schedule calls fur 487 flights through the mid-1990s

January.T980 saw the signing of a #183,960,000 contract with the
European Space Agenecy for the manufacture and 1984 delivery of a second
SPACELAB Nov,.1980 saw the acceptance of the Spacelab engineering nodel
in a rollout cercmony in Brenene. Spacelab will be a najor elenent in the
NASA Space Transportotion Systetl, and will have faeilities and eq®ipnent
similar to Barthbound labs..but adapted to zero gravity. The enginecring
model is for ground testing only.s.the first flight unit due to reach HASL
during 1981

VOYAGTR 1 nphotopraphed six new Saturnian noons, solle that had never
heon seen before, others unconfirmed. Voyager 1 is now headed for the outer
reaches of the Solar Systen and will be w<nsidered to have left the Systenm
on crossing Pluto's orbit in 1990, Sister eraft VOYAGER.2 will encounter
Saturn on Aug.25th 1984, tucn on for man's first close lecok at Uranus 1n
1986, sith & possible Neptune rendezvous in 1989, Voyager is the last
approved planetary niassion until 1984, when a Spacc Shuttle launch will send
a GALILEOC orbiter and a prohe to Jupiter for a long-~tern exonination of
that planet and its atnosphere.

Work continues onas SPACE TELESCOPE, launch date 1983, Internaticnal
Solar Polar Mission, also 1933, INFRARED ASTRONOMY SATELLITE,1982 and
GAMMA RAY ODBSERVATORY MISSION in 1985, Also 3 satellifes are due %o be
1aunched in 1981... Cosnis Ray Isotope Txperinent. Dynanic Explomer and
Splar Mesospheric Explorere.

For the WPAT USE IS IT? Brigade, NASA's Alrcraft Energy Efficiency
Progran plans to reduce fuel consunption by half in future aircraft, and is
already providing fuel-saving advancencnts for current production engines.
The Quieck,Clean, General Jiviation Turbine Engine progran was conpleted with
engines producing up to 60% less noise than current types..and with
significant reductions in engine pollutibn enisslonsa



May.29..it

Tke Tilt Rotor Aircraft, in flipght research, denonstrated about twice the
speed and range of current helicopters, using the sane amount of fuel.

WASA is also funding research into propulsive 1ift technolegy aired at
guiet, short-haul aircraft operating from short runwayse. In additdon,

work is under way on solar cell power systens, autonotive power systens,
industrial gas turbines, sclar heating and ccoling, wind turbine generators,
solar thermal electric conversion, energy storage, fuel c¢ell systens and
even nuclear waste isolation in space. When you throw in all the people
and industries ecnployed..and the jobs created in Europe, it sounds a darned
sight more profitable than anti-this,that and the other denonstrations with
their disruptive, anarchistic attitudes,

The first denonstration ®as completed of a 'hand-eye! machine for
robotic tochnigues in space assermly., The system picked up a solar cell,
inspected it for defects and placed it into a solar pancl array, with the
correct orientatione. During, the past year, nickcl-cadniun batteries had
their operatiocnal lifetine ‘doubled by a new, decp=~discherge reconditioning
systen, and N.iSi's new energy storing systen REDOX pronises najor cost
reductions, long term reliability and low environmental inpacta

put in space, PICNEER 6 is still turning <= data after 15 yearses.
after its original specifications had plonned for only six rionths! ..and
hopes are high that it nay remain opcratlon a further ten years. diong
their uses, Pioneers are used to precict solar storus for about 1,000
prinary users suchk as Federal sviation idninistration, connercial airlines,
power conpanies, ralic connunications "companies and organisations doing
surveying, navigation and electronic prospecting. So next time soneone
says the space programne has only given us frying pans and electric toothe
brushes, judt put 'em right, (* Solar storms can trigger circuit breakers
in powerr transiission lines, thus causing expensives.and dangerous periods
of 'Blackout?s) s . ;

STATUS OF VOYAGER  SPACECRAFT, Jan, 1981°

VOV GER 1 VOYAGER 2
Distance fron Zarth ©1,449,237,000 1,194 ,436,000 niles
Distance to Saturn | mm——— 742,188,000 niles
Distance travelled since launch 2,264,300,000 1,954,094 ,000 mniles
Txlocity relative to Barth 63,863 nph 45,917 nphk
Closest approach to Saturn Nova.12 1980 Auge25 1981

HASA is currently accepting requests for news media to cover the SHUTTLE
launch schaduled for March 17+ Fow I wonder if I cen get accreditation for
IRG to one of these shindigs ? By the time you read this, launch date will
have gr%=2 bya. Illere's hoping it is 1005 successful. Japart from the fact
that we need the knowledge, thc capability, the power-satellites and all
that goes with NiSid...we also need to accept that we can't stand still, put
out heads in the sand, and play ‘ostrich'! while reactiornaries send us to
hell in a (hand-woven) bucket. Standing still neans stagnation, so I for
one hope NASA gets all the funding it needs for each and every one of its
gpace and Tarthbound projects. Which neans the VIKING FUND Prescntation to
NASA gladdens ny little heart. On Yednesday, Jan.7th, The Viking Fund, a
private organisation, will have handed over collected donations totalling
70,000, I'1 rather sec ny tax noney going on that, than to provide sports
halls up and dow?”. the UK when we all ready have plenty of parks, noors,

and keep~fit facilities to hand. Terry Jecves
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Cf all the silly
predictions nade by
that nost silly of

/N theories, Relativity,
the daftest is probably
A the Twin Paradoxs It

A is usually stated Thus..
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{ Two twins, of the sane
age, decide they cannot
: stand each other any
N mores One therefore
AN RO / S ¢ 4 . 7 ; .'-§§Q?$ hops onto a spaceship
x WA AR AN AN AN NN and whizzes off to Tau

: i e S S g “ Ceti at 90% of the speed
of light, The round trip, as he reasures it on the clock people always
constlt dviing experinents on relativity, takes 11 years. But, when he
arrives back hore, he finds his twin brother fourteen years older than
irself, Tine dilatien has strueck apain.
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= There is always the problem of
which twin gets older faster, The text bock answer is that the travelling
orc slows down because he undergoes acceleration, and so is not in an
tinertial Franme! YWe can overcoric this excuse thus:- 4t Tau Ceti, the
travelling twin haprens to pass another ship headed back to Earth at 0%
light speed. He signals it, "BRAKES F.ILZD. SEMD MESSAGE TO DROTHER, SEND
SPARE BRAKE LININGS" The other ship heaves a nan out of the airlock to
continue the trajesiory to Larth, then decellerates to help our kinetic kin.
Jhen he left Tau Ceti, the nessenger was, as he saw it, the same age as the
outbound character we have followed fron Larth...as they passed within feet
of each other, he should know, Yet he finds the stay-at-hone brother to be
14 yecars older than him as well, TIs that silly ?

Yes it is. Consider the logic. Until the dispatch of the nessenger,
neither Terran nor travelling twin ‘'know' in any physical sense, whether the
outbound one is to turn round, cr the earthbound one is to accelerate after
him to affect their reunions So both parties nust age at the same rate,
otherwise each would age rore slowly than the cther,.a ridiculous idea, If
one 2id age more slowly in the synetric situation, we could dedluce, by
devious rieans, an absolute reference of notion, which was just what Relativity
tries to avoid. S0 our roving man nust arrive at Tau Ceti 127 years after
he Loft, not 5% as dictate? by Relathvity, as thét is how long it takes hin
to get there at 90% lightspeed., But he arrives back to find the 14 year age
differencea Therefore, imnediately en toking the d ecidion to turn round, He
nust age in reverse by fourteen years. If he does not, the return journey,
taking the sane 12+ years, will sec hin arrive the sane age as his breother.

This seens such a ridiculous idea that it is amnazing that physicists
have put up with it for so long, but it is mainly due to lack of careful
thought., Mow you have thought it through, you can ponder the related
problen of llength shrinking!. If o spaceship passes us at high speed, it
will, according to Relativity, be shortened in the direction of notion and
it will sinilarly consider us to have shrunk., 8o if twe gmssing snaceships
each see a Btandard rule! as belding shorter by a facktor T on each other than
an thetiselves as they pass, then the length of the rule, indeed of the whole



apaocsahin, rust be zero. The equations Ila = T xIb and Lb =T x La

here L+ and Lb are the two spaceship lengths) are only valid for La = Lb =0
£ they arc zero, and if the spaceship is not to exceed what it thinks is the
speed of light as neasured onboardse.iecs, So many rule lengths per second =
zero metres per second, both spaccships st come to a dead halt. Thus
Relativity confidently predicts that whenever anything passes anything else,
they will both becorte infinitely thin and stop movingl
EIOAONSIONNO KENNAST N ¥ XN 000NN K ML1 1ian Bains @07
EDITOR'S MOTE . lovely bit of red-herring works.but I can't resist putting
""""""""""""" in ny two cents' worth. Fallacy.1 oceurs with the two twins.
One (eall hin A) applies acceleration to leave His earthbound brother so
fror their cotwion frane of reference, i moves, and therefcre A ages. (This
tine slow down has been experinentally verified)s If A returmed, he (or the
messenger) would be older than the non-ncving brother by a factor derived
fron which at 90% lightspeed, is O«4l appx, Fallacy 2, is

T the case of the passing shipses. cach sees the other

/1 ce reduced by this factor of JLhhe They theuselves are totally

unaware of their own apparent shrinking, as all their ways

of neasuring shrink by the same factor. A4FD, the factor satisfies your two
equations.... as ship # sees L44Lb and ship B secs ot La, and since
the ships rest length is Identicals...then JiiLa .= JH4Lb and nc paradoX.
AN YN OGN NN ANADAONNN X KNDAINE0 ORI X HERDNER: T J, 12223

ASF1s first 50 %ears. Three times the thickness of the normeal riagazine, you
can get it (£1.65 + postage) and all your other SF wants, from Ken Slater,
Fantast (Medway) Ltd. 39 West St., WisBech, CAMBS PZ13 2LX...send Ken 25p
in stanps for a copy of his catalogue.

ERGTAPE no.? A C~60 cassette of ERG material and other items such as the
tape play 'Streak loron's Journey Into Void? and part of the never-used con
tape 'BATULA!', etc, £2400 post included, from the editor,

ON Dick Turpints Féstal Robbhery Ince I sent 200 quarto pages to the USA

for £1.,62..and got back two huge parcels which had cost only &7.20. A news
item said the US Tirst Class Inland rate was to go up to 1Gc..which I work
out at 8.3p As for televhone's..a few ycars back, we got a ‘'once and for
all! £15 rebate when the Company made a naughty excess profit...now t hey
propose the vast exvense of cleaning the red paint off our phone boxes and
re-doing the lot in yellows. I suspect they have made another and even
bigser profit and are trying to plough it out of sight by using the lolly on
this repainting boondoggles..after 211, if they have to give another rebate
it would be difficult to justify their next 15% cost rise wouldn't it?

YORCON at the Dragonar in Leeds. Val and I will be there, our first UK

con in quite a while, so I lock forward to sceing & lot of 'new ERG faces'.
Please core and introduce :

yourself/ves so we can
nattere, «1'11l probably be

wandering around as I try (B-a ?}
to avoid panels and the A }rw,,ﬂ_ﬂq,wJ
pontificating from the b S A'—’-S‘m,ﬂ“ﬂ
platforn stuff, 5 IN 83

esrand of course, heed the abd o, - o
nessage on the rightecessess G Jfégs.ngg -
s 4V il = 08 A




dighliphts fron the nail-bag,
with ERGitorial interjections
narked thus,. ((( seamava )))

4i§§é::: - . R.,GyFaulder, Yanco Agriculturil
'=====EE§ f i : - - Research Centre,
= © Yanco. NSW 2703 AUSTRALIA
/= , "I1'd like to congratulate Jin
E;EEEEE_' Cawthorn for cutting that magni-

ficent illo, and you for giving
it .the reproduction it deservese.
That reminds ne of .a guestion I
wanted to ask you, One of our
local faneds recently stated that
your illos were cut directly onto
stencil, How accurate is that
statenent, since I'd always
assuned they were electrostenc-
ilied, {(For years, I seldon
used electros. lowadays, I use
- then nesvly all the timee...on
this isave} I think two illos are

hendeut, all the rest are electros)) ‘Agree with your #ssessment of 'The
s (althouch I repard the Androrieda

Biack Cloud'. One of Hoyle's better Yook !
books ez being at the tor.>f the list). Actually, $he direction of the
Hoyles! writing sectis %o have undergone a chonge in direction lately, but
without any clear sign that they know where they're going. {((To the bank? )}

BRTAN TAWN I rather enjoy reading TAFF reports, so this issuBghas that
29 Coxrdon Ste, Tittle extra for me. I'n also glad you let Mike Banks have
dshech his two cents?! worth ‘on the subject too. The Bock reviews
Conbs, PiM3 2IW continue to be ny first port of call though. dApart frer.

- enjoying reading the reviews, I still learn about books 1

didn't know had been published.

Reading'e«to let people know what is on sale)).

E.C,TUEB
67 Houston Rds,

Reading of your
{((Did you catch
Boston..and the
eventful. , romantic or nenorable
{((Why not try Israeli Air 2)) No

{((.nd that is the whole point of 'Recent

trip was alnost as pood as naking it myself.
e recent BBC 'Holiday! programue, showing
Sheraton?))) ..oaybe better for nothing
seerts to happen to me when I'n travellinp.
trrrified blonde beg;ing nme to snuggle her

aver state or country lines, No enigmatic dispatch case left by sore ecare-—
iess diplonat, No interesting breakdowns forcing me to spend days.isolated
in 2 snall cabin with a raving nymphemaniac. ((Lovely thought)) I guess
travelling doesn't secn to appeal anymores

IAN GOFFIN

19 Edgewell Cresce
Foxhill

SHEFFIELD S6 1FG

The ERGtape was all pure enjoynment except the radip play
on side two., I couldn't make out some of if, but I
expect this is because of my wind it up and let it rip,
equipnent. (((ERG tape No,1, still available at %2 a go
all in))) I've a little sugpestion to make cancerning
ERGtape 2 (I do hope you produce one). Wouldn't it be interesting to have
sotre synthetic nusic. (({ Yes, I agree with you, and have pians afoot)))

Thase Astounding Statisticse. I was surprised to se¢ how nmany of the novels

I had read with the inpression that they had first been published as a whole
and not in serial form. I think the fannish Onnibus a great idea,



SRNOLD AKIEN - I read your con report after having returned from a typic-
& Dunblane Rdo, ally grotty Dritish restaurant. After that, your descriptee
Seaburn ion of the handmaiden.in cheong san was hard to bear.
synderland nicer to bare, I'd say)) You do seen to have enjoyed yours
Tyne & “Year self. Uy alniration for your excuse for leaving your wife
behind whilst you rcamed around on your own - unguarded,
knows no boundse Tho nost -original excuse for avandoning one's wife I've
yet to hear. 1 sec fron Nike ishley's colunn that I have goad company in
ry fondness for the Lord Darcy stories. That nood taste we all haves
brief word on cne of yourwbook reviows.. I'n afraid I can't agree with you
on your opinion of the 'I learthn var® bockse & friend persuaded ne to wade
through then - and wade's the rizht worde Covenant 1s probably the dullest,
rnosgt insipid character I've ever core across {(Come now, haven't you resnd
any of the 'Dragon' steries?)) ((( Re your plea for nore stereo effects ctca
in ERGtape 1, where you say cheap Hi Fi gives r0od resultse. True. it T0
DUB in stereo, you necd TWO sets of sterec gear..onc for playing the master
and one for dublLing the copys Rather expensive what 9 ..and azain, alnost
\LL ny source materiale.incidding the effects, originated in nono anyway )))

%&AﬂhEU5¥gscent Tt is very hard to present accounts of those fannish
Wallsend on Tyne +trips to the USA done over the years by various people, in
fyne & VW ar o new way. Which is to say that barring the changed nanes
shvg*e is not a lot of difference hetween 'The Harp Stateside! by Walt Willis
and 'Boston Here T cone! by you ((( T cam't nake out of that is a corplaintas.
or a conplinent)) No criticisn of course, you earried the flag nagnificently,
and most inmpcortant, you had a very good tinea T find nyself confounded as
to the purpase of Hike Ashleéy's articles. Surely, it is a mine long sicne
worked out to conpare ratings for storied in finaloge ({(( Fexr some, yes; but
for Lnaloge.-epad, ASF buffs, it is nostalgia)) I wish you had made a
regular practice of offering covers (originals) for sale, therc were quite

a few I would cheerfully have bid for. «( I'll try and list those I hmave

on offer...but it deesn't secnm ethical to cffer those by other artists
without their consent))) The usual, useful book reviews, often the.best

nart of the zine apart fron your writings, Your fanzine column would be
pore useful if you could include some idea of who apgents the zines. Mosgt

of us don't have cdollars to send, anl yet weld like copies, ({ Gopd: point,
but very few fanzines list UK asents..as for dollars, I nentioned this in
the sarle issues..you can either get dollars at a travel agent..or an
International Honey order at the Pest Office)))

ERGTAPE Noe 1 still available, Contains,

a nixture of tape plays, items culled frou

ERG, etco.. Send £2..which includes post, =y -

packing and the C~60 cassette,

Cover originals on offer..nake a bid

of 50p or over. llighest offer gets

the 3110,

ERG 7?1..2lien and starship

ERG 66.. spacechild..litho maste~

ERG 6044 Spagupn and moon 3 Y

ERG 62  Reobot and aliens

ERG 50  Spacenan shooting . Ak
nonster. o

Sorie of the above (538 and 71)
have no ERG logo on original,




PRACTICAL EIECTROIICS HANDBOOK

----- A brief mathematical introduction leads
Ian Re Sinclair inte five factefilled chapters. The first
Newnes Technical Books £3,95 covers resistors,capacitors % inductors,

singly and in networks with worked examples
and reference tables. DMNext come diodes, transistors, etc, hias ecircuits ang
a variety of circuit application# exemined, With Chapter three. you get a
stack of more specialised designs, again with relevant calculations. (These
threc chapters alone, are worth the cost of the book), but there's ncoe,
‘Linear ICs!'! covers single~chip amps, timers etce., and 'Digital ICs! deals
with calculating and computer techniques, gates, binary numbers, Beoolean
Algebra plus a stack of connection diagrams. To wind §p two appendices and
an index complete the package. I particularly liked the ‘'worked examples!
and the profusion of clear, well-detailed diagrams. Aimed at student,
hobbyist or professional, an 1deal volume for getting into solid-state worke

THE GLASS SCHOOL

S¥=ze====z=csz=== ‘hen #0,000 people vaenish from a Yorkshire school, there
Neville Kea are only 5 survivors, One of them, Alec Rayne firmly
Hale £5.,95 believes he is a woman and the other four also have Atrange

delusions. In Rayne's home, a record is discovered telling
of a childhood encowi.ter with men of Atlantis who fled to another world when
atomic war destroyed their home. The Atlanteans plant operatives who apen
& school and train Earth children in nental skillse. The system spreads,
Yorkshire gains Independence and arouses Governnent wrath, Complicated but
also light-hearted with never a dull monent,.but somehow, it never hooked nmc,

EEE:E&IHEééaﬁI§29§1.9§.Zﬂ§.§£§2 Opening with a discuasion of the braints
Gordon Rettray Taylor physical construction and how 'mind' can
Granada £2,50 . transcend conputer operation, the author moves on
to how the brain operates, electrically, chemic-

ally and even responding to nagnetic fields! Unusual experiments with their
bizarre results; hypnotic and psychomatic effects, bodily sonsations and
pain, dreams, optical illusions, E.S.P., uemory, stigmata are all covered-

Written with interest holding anecdote and detail, yet factual throughout,
you also get an extensive bibliography, a comprehensive set of source notes
and a hefty index, If you hanker to know more about the ability..and
strangeness of your own personal computer without ploughing through a dull
and dreary nedical textbook, then don't miss this...and if you want an extra
benus, you might still bc able to find & cepy of the author's 'The
Biological Time Bomb'...writers, #®ither of these titles will load you down
with plot ideas,
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8. 4IIGLE OFE_STABS  peyuy Savage gets killed in
Jack L« Chalker Viet Nam, but is returned
Ballantine 95p to immertal life as an agent
of 'The Hunter' in his star-ranging battle
against the Bromgrev. Intricate as a vanVogt
wovel but far more tautly constructed with
touches of tPuppet Masters', 'Recruiting
Station'! and even & 'who-dun-it?! as Savage
gradualliy finds himself pitted against The
Bromgrev and The Hunter, IExcellent, exciting
and a gripper from the word 'go',

Qéﬁé:géz-; sveryone kKiows of Judy Garlard's
Ls Frank Baun 'Dorothy! in Wizard Of ¢z',
Del Rey O5p Hot so many are aware that

there are other tales in the
series, and here is the third in a set of seven
On a sea voyage to Australia, Dorothy gets
blown into the sea, meets Bellina, a talking
chicken and comes ashore near a grove of lunche-
box trees, Cha¥®¥lby Wheelers and aided by a clotkwork man they head off
into an adventure involving aiding Princess Ozmnt and the royal family against
the Nome King. If you have any children arou.4¢. they'1ll love the characters,
scttings and the delightful drawings (scores of fem).

LZCENICOLOR TINE MACEHIE  Clinacti® Studios needs a hit film fast, so a film

Harry Harrison crew is sent back, via time machine, to film a Viking

Orbit £1.25 epic on location in one day's subjective tince. Fowever,
events fail to coinecide with recorded historye.and their

glamour star shacks up repeatedly with 2 Viking warrioe. Harrison at his

hilarious best, so if you nissed this in Analog, rectify your error now.

It may not be pedantic herd core SF; but it sure iz fun,

THE_QUTCASTS OF BEAVEN BELT

D Vi Anotker hit from Analog, This time, the star-
gsg?t g#ngg, ship Ranger comos from the failing colony of Morningside

SEe * seckingaid and trade from the asteroid dwellers of Heaven
Belts Civil war has reduced the Belters to existence level and they sce the
ranshipts technology as their salvation, which mekes it difficult for pilot
Betha Torgussen to fulfill her missione I found the timing in kilosecs
milily irritating, but otherwise this ia 2 fascinating, hard-core SF tale,
with Iiving characters and credible situationse If you like the mainline,
deep space SF theme, then this should rate high on your shopping lists

THE_EDGZ OF RUNNING WATER - Physiaist Julian Blair retires to a renete house

villian Sloane on his wife's deaths He begins to build a strange
Ballantine/Del Rey $2.25 machine and calls in his former student Richard

Sayles to help in his experimevi¥ to contaect the
dead. 5Sayles is faced by a beautiful daughter, a hostile 'medium! house-
kecper, even greater hostility from the locals, and a (not very) mysterious
death of the daily 'help's., This is a yarn which takes the tine to develop
its theme with a slow, Lovecraftian, sense of strangeness building to a
real and dcadly climax. First published 1939, and (I think) Bookelibbed by
the US SF Club circa 1960, this hags all the atmosphere of a Gothie hcrron
tele in a2 more rnodern setting. (Ilo UK price given, but I suspect that
Like the OZIiA OT 0Z title, it will be about 85p)

(***  Just released in hardcover by Sidgwick & Jackson at £6,95,.with illos)
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THE_ALIEN WAY Menkind has TTL and is reaching for the stars before its
Gordon Re. Dickson sociology matches its science. To prevent disaster a
Hale £5.95 srall group prepares for alien contact with the result

that Jason Darther establishes mind-linking with Kator
Secondcousin, member of a warrior race which dreans of conguering new worlds,
Now they have a line to Warth, with only Jason to understand their mentality
and fight them off, Despite a couple of implausibilities (such as Zntor
making & solo trip to sound out a top.secret base), this one had me hooked
throughout. Gocd characterisation, plausible aliens and the background well
worked outs A good read from page T..with only Hunan psychology as villain,

Iﬁ%-ﬁERLD~Q£=Z§£=§QE§B Tourist pilot Wes e, " is verging on bankruptcy when
é:in gguslas k= and salvage man Dereux are hired ¥y millionaire

6. £5032 Storley and Barbara Trafton to find the girl's father,
missing in deep space, The father is also the central figure in the Cull of
The Sower and to add zest, the villain follows on to pick up any money that
might turn up. Characterisation (particularly the girl) is woefully thin,
but the pace of fhe story anéd the unfolding plot largely nake up for that
with the result that you are carried along with events and simply enjoy
each new sequences 1 suspect this might be the first of a series,.could bes

THE_VISITORS = = opipinelly an Anslog serisl in 179, a gigdntic black box
Clifford D. Simak  1apds near a backwoods town, crushing e Ranger's ecar in
Sidgwick & Jackson the process, and collecting hin as a specimens A local
£7495 . takes a pot shot at the box, and is incinerated in true
‘War Of The Worlds!' fashion. Neanwhile, an unidentified object is recorded
in 'synchronous orbit over Iowa' (a niracle, since Iowa is arcund 4O at
its lowestes.and synchronous orbits nust be directly over the Cgquator),
Investipgation reveals the abject is composerd of thousand riore of t he black
baxes. The one on Barth starts chewin; up trees and the others descend to
enutate it. MNext, just as things sevnm to be slowing Jdown, the boxes start
£0 budes.ea super efficient flying auto and soon after that, conplete housesl
This is one of Sirak's best in a long tine, I
put off all sorts of essential chores to get
back to the sftiery as secn through the eyes uf
newgpersons, Governiient aides am! cthers. !ere
it not for the (to re) unsatisfactory ending,
I'd put this one down for all the Oscars,
Hugos and suchlike that may be going.

THE _QUTCASTS OF HRAVEN BELT ey i
STt e e P TR T Joan D, vlngﬁ

7

reviewed on the previous vage. By one of those
coincidences which nust rrake publishers tear
their hair, Orbit have just issue? the paperback
version. It's still excellent hard eore SFy, and I
nuch prefer the S5&J cover..so if you want a long-life
collector'!s copyaseeethis is ycu chance.

One point of notess.if S & J can keep on catching
Anzlog serials in bock form, it night prove a good
ccononic proposition to drop your 12,00 Analog sub, and i
just keep your eye on S & J's titles...as these days, only i
the serials seen worth the noney..and this way, you get /7 -@“f'..
then beautifully bound in hardcovers instead of as a ;KK-Q;L4h‘ S
perishable tpulp?, e dras -
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A o R e e e S e — Dcspite the ti‘tle, thiw is SF, not fantasy. The
Ronald McQueen "Waglcian! 'Sorcerer! is a master criminal, believed
Hale: £5.75 dead, but back committing even more audacious cYimes.
Jannard of the Federation Security Force is put on the track,
but Jannard has personal problems,.and a personal interest in the task. The
mission leads into a full-scale plot to dominate a world and the Federation.
The 'Magician's' identity is obvious from page 16..and the bank robbery
he comniis, so easy that it negates much of what has gone before., Apart
from this, the yarn is fast-paced and gripping, with all the trappings of a
Bond movie blended into space opera, One point te the author..again page
16+, .8paceships don't "coast to a halt" when the power is cut. nuibbles
apart, and they are only quib les, this one kecps you hooked 8ll the way.
FOURRGEAR Simon Warstone teaches in a grotty little madhousc of a
Walter J.Smith 6chool and to solve his punctuality problem, buys a motor
Ifale £%.75 bike in a back street deal. The machine has some unusual
gualities which involve Simon in dimension hopping, trouble
with his fiancee, a nissing girl, and powers of evil. Despite the latter,
this is a light hearted comedy, alnost in the Thorne SBmith veine.with ne
trace of the Fletcher Pratt/Sprague De Camp prat falls..or Lafferty's total
improbabilities. Real, if zany people, a near normal setting and a deft
touch with the huriour blend with the continuous action to make this a PUFR
pleasure to read.

§§§222£§§= Master Thief, Marraign hy-Granness is coerced by ma%ician
Leigh Beresford (.irbolan into attempting to csteal the Fantacine a statuette
Hale £5¢95 of unusual powers. Marraign's mission leads hinm into a

cross-country journey of epic proportions. {The geog?ﬂphy
of the place seems rather flexible..which probably accounts for Mai*aign's
ignorance of his ewn land). He has to centend with a pack of gieni hounds,
a shipload of masochists, a troglodyte horde of frogmen, mind¢stealing
aliens and a few other problems before the final confrontation with the
evil Corbolan. An enjoyable romp, rather Vance~like in style, but the
ending left me feeling rather cheated.
w U (4

PIRE IN THE SKY  ymilst flying an F111 mission, Captain John Whitman
Chris L. Yolf & encounters a damaged UFO whieh escapes »"ter causing his
M,F, Hailowski engines to flame out, Yeras later, Yhitman is brought in

»Fa Hg Yowski to a fantastic plet involving Cleda, pilot of the UFO and
nale £5.95 Roger Stansfeld, a crippled aero engincer, They want
Whitnan to steal an F141 to aid Cleda,

trapped on Earth, to rejoin her parent
ship.

The plot is rathexr trihe, but :
Whitwan is well-characterised, the ;Aé:1‘£?
technical. aspects are excellent, (I ey 8 i e
puspect one author is/was an F111 S0 gt e uthy
pilot) and the whole story moves A o -
along 8o well and so credibly ,g:ﬁ?_

that you just can't put the
book down until you rcach
the end, The air-chase
scquence in partics
ular, will kcep yor
hanging on to your
chaire

CONTINUED on pe22
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Tuesday norning dawned nuch toc ’
socn, heralded by the nuch too
““““ ‘ cheerful chiming of ny wrist
watch alarm (no fan should be
E without one). Tleary-eyed, I
Ted Pdl‘:y stagsered downstairs through the
- " pulp tunnels, to a breakfast of
bacon and egss incineratced by
Ray Bean. Ray-scemned ta have a
pesitive theory on the correct
vay te perpetrate arson on
innocent foecd, as he took over
from Lynn who had sizzled the
bacon for a mere -ten ninutes.
Ray played hap»ily with the
skillet for ancther hour cr twe
before prying ‘e resukts of his
labours from the pan and dunping
then on nuy plate.. The stuff
tasted all right, but had a
dismaying hab5€>of ghattering like Prince Rupert's drops at the touch of =&
fork and scattering cveryonc with shrapnel.
Leaving Yauseon around 9-15, we
headed off for the MNeil Armstrong Space Muscun -
at “!apakancta (and if I got THAT spelling
right, chalk up a victory over the Indians)
We inspected one of the jet planes Arnstrong 3
had flown (it formed the ccntrepiece of the P—A Vi
car park) before moving on to the nuseun By
itselfe. From the front, the place looked S ;
like something out of an SF rovie...a lrige 12 Teis oy SO ANy WIPRICARS
central done flanked by two wingss Ue entered WEAR  SFECTACLES [
and began to absorb the wonders... The plane ileil had soloed on was hanging
on @& wall (These Anerican Muscuns are HOT small)}, his bicyele rested against
a supporting pillar. School books, flight helpets, gogsles, photographs and
a host of other nemorabilia ranged around. A glass showcase held a niniature
Airforce of models frozen in nid flight, while behind it a raup led up to a
landing bearing spacesuits, nore photographs and a beautifully detalled nodel
of a Saturn V launch couplex. A nevie seree was hung over the hall, and on
it was a continuously runoing film on the history of flight. loving on, we
passed through the 'IIFINITY ROOM' This was crosscs by a catwalk which
Yook us through the centre of a dinly 1it roont entirely walled in nirrors
and separated from the catwalk by sheets of one-way glass. The result was
that ne matier which way yeu locked, all yau could see was an endless array
of star-like lights rcceding tc infinity. The eeriness was conpounded by
'space nusic' and the total effcct has to be experienced to be believed.

g = T
R
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Then cane the planetariuna..which was what the done housed. It featured
a progranite fcaturing the nission of fpollo 11, with a pariicularly striking
effect of the Command Module regularly orbiting the projected Lunar surface
while three large screens carried sequenced nission piaotoS. The final sales
hall was also full of displays..including & case of scrolls, plagues and
‘Freedon of the City' keys presented to arnstrong..snong theti were keys of
steel and glass all cormermorating that nenorable.. 'One Snall Step'.
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We finally left the Huseun o nake a pilgrinage (the first of
many suchvisits) to a nearby "MacDonald'!'s" for hamburger and French ITriese.
Since this was to be rendezvous point for Mike Banks, Lynn parked his bupgy
and we went insides.but had we been sc ninded, the facilities dincluded &
conplete drive-around area with a prelininary stop to give your order over
a two way intercon before driving round to a second window to pay and collect
your food. (I often wondered what happened if soue Joker dropped out of the
chain after ordering and thus disrupted the orderly sequence of eventsas On
this systen, the focd cane neatly packaged ready for you to drive and eate.
Milk shalre cartons nested into non-spill (in theory) racks, and the burgers
in individual cceess 4ll this cenables the eating driver to lose nindrun
stopover tirce..in-and-cut again to rmunch while he drives along the Thruway.
What a contrast with the UK where I recall rcading of & bloke being fined
for driving along one-handed using an clectric-~shdver, "Not being in full
control of his vehicle", was the charge. Oh well, when in Rone, be a Ronan
candle as 'Doc! 3nith's Kinnison was wont to saye d

Halfway down ny 'Big Maec!, we were joined by Mike Banks® s.le€ey
'Bip! Mike Banks (who is over b6 feel in height) was acconpanied by his son
Mike Jre Introductions and neeting natter went like a breeze. MNike and 1
had corresponded for years, as in the case with Lynn and I..and herc again,
a paper person was coning to living breathingesand very friendly, life.

Bating over, we loaded into the cars and headed off down the road
to the United States Aerospace MNuseun in Dayton. IT Wapakaneta was large,
this place was V A 8§ T! ILitcrally hundreds of record~breaking, vintage and
just plein famous aircraft studded the tarmac around the buldings..with the
Ffirst and most inposing being the multi-Mach supersonic baniber the predatory
Bw70..the only existing one of the two which were built. {(the first being
destroyed in a nid-air collision during a fceruation photo! flight)e Wext
to the B=70 stood the Fnola Gay B-29. If you don't know what that one did
then go to the bottom of the class. Ranged around like discarded kiddies
playthings were nissiles enguzgh for a ninor war...itlas, Redstone, Bonarc,
Minuteman, Snark etc. and etce 4l1l there tc be seen, touched, w alked around
and photopraphed, If you are an aircraft buff and get to the USA, Whatever
you dp, don't niss Daytona

Inside the building(s) we followed a eonplete set of nodals,
pasters, itens, ditramas and full size aircraft depicting the history of
fiighte. To list everything would reguire a bogk the size of the official
catalomues«sbut for droalerses.the X-15, a B=36 (yes they had that nonster
inside?, a fuselage centre section fron a B-29, but with pressurised tunnel
bloaltced off so that visitors actually went through the bombsbays, IMike
tock a photo of ne alonpg side one of the B=24 bonbers which I spent several
yemrs Tadio servicing in India. I pecred into a charred and pitted space
capsule and in general felt like a little boy in a candy store, There was
so ruch to see and so little tine in which to see it. Mike knew what T
wantod to see when he planned this part of the tour. It was wonderful..l
only hope that I can get there again, with nore time to spend,

Tventually, we staggered (the tenperature was in the high 80s and
renained there the whole tine I was in the USA) back to tbs cars, waved
farewell to Lynn and watched hin depart Wauseon-wards in a cloud of sncke
as he went to catch up on. the backlog of beercans which must have piled up
in his absencee Then it was off to Cincinnati and its suburb of Milford
where Mike lived...but he did manage a special slowspeed filning drive past
a hupge filling station sign bearing the legend "HI VAL"™ When that cane up
on the cine once we were hone, it really creased Vala. Reaching Miket's hone,
a long, long trailer we were net by Mike's wife Roas and daughter Susie, both
of whon greeted rnig and nade ne as wlcone as if T¥d livaed there for years,
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Much nattering took place before we all headed out on 2 refuelling trip
to a nearby hostelry. Marvellous system they have in these places. Tirst
you select your order from the menu (alsoc displayed photographically), pay.
and receive a numbered ticket. You place this on the end of the table you
sit arounde..and the waitress knows just where to bring the order, Saves &
Jot of messing about, and the food is piping hot when you pget it.

Naturally, we had another late night..I don't think I had a normal bed
time for the whole of the stay in the U.8.,A., This was brought home to us :
on the return to the UK and started to drive homes However before turning
in, I did manage a 'phone call to Sam and Mary Long, in Sppibgfield and a
quick shawer in the unit Mike had installed in the trailer. Have you put
the flzor in yet Hike?

Yodnesdpy morning proved really hectic..while Rosa did the packing and
very kindly did my washing,
iidke and I drove out into
and I drove out into the

MIKE DEMONSTRATED THE SAFETY 6F
pmopE. ROCKETRY

wilds of Ohio, where we Tired off a varicty of nmodel rockets..each with a
careful 'count-down'! to ensure safety. I got some excellent shots on cine
of the whole procedure..but the dreaded Lurpurgle jined them..as will be
revealed later., Then, after hoovering up the debris and pacifying six State
troopers and some locals, we tootled bazk to the trailer to rendezvous with
Mike's bPother Jims.ancther very tall, and exceedingly frietdly charactere.
He ferried us down to Cincinnati to pick up the hireecar for the 1000 mile
drive to Boston. I was tickled to see (and film) a cowboy sitting nice and
ecasy in an arm chair..in the middle of the main strectl Oh yes..there wos
also a policeman, Christmas-treed with nigstick ,whistle,holstered gun,
handcuffs ete, walking ponderously towards an illegnlly parked car..and
gleefully de-pencilling his notcbook and opening it to a blank pagee.

The rental company had snafued the car bocking, so for mo extra charge,
they supplied Mike with a better quality car, power windows, cruise control,
six~geater and all sorts of other gubbins such as on electric toothbrush or
somothing equally essential. What burned nme up was not the low rental of
g119 for the week...but the fact that this beouty cost LESS than the new
Opel Kadett I had bought a fow wecks zarlier! Mike handled it as if he had
been driving it for ages...no sweat at all as he nipped us over the bridge
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across the Licking River...or was it the Ohieo ? Anyway, it took us into
Kentucky where Mike was able to get cheaper cigarcttes...at a dive-in kiosk,
no less} Then it was back to Ohic and a much too brief visit to Mikos
wonderful parents before we shot back to the trailer, collected Nosa, the
children, tons of baggs;:e and headed off to pick up Betty Otis who was also
going to the Con with us. She and MNike shared the driving as although Hike
of fered to let ne play with the shiny new car..and I did have an Inter-
national Iicence, I chickenmed out at driving on the right hand side of the
road in @ totally strange care..with automatic shift. lNever having driven
a magic-box car before, I didn't think it seemed a sound idea to practice
that and 'wrengeway' driving on Interstates 71 and 90,

Only a few nmiles out of Cincinnati, we passed an anusement park
which nurmbered arong its delights, no less than a half-scale ncdel of the
Tiffel Tower in Parise..and as far as I could see,; 2 perfect replica. We
also passed nunerous futuristic style water towers and fleets cf gilant
trucks, .with trailers! which zoom nojestically along the Thruways at the
statutory 55mphe..which secned a very sedate pace after the 70+ of British
notorwayges .novever, it did give me anple tine to watch (and film) nuch of
the scenery along the rcoute,.including three huge road signs advertising
SANTA'S CABIN, FRONTIERLAND and TRAILER HOHE which alrnest totelly hid the
iAdirondack nountains behind then. I gather there is an erdinance which
prhibits signs toc near a Thruway..so they sinply pleonk the signs on any
available hill and nake then BIG! Rather unusual, because cverywhere else
the roads were bordered with a fepeit of signpoles, adverts and suchlike
enhanceucnts of the environrienta

Eventually, we reached our first pit stop..Ben vasonis home in vieveland.
Ren proved a merry, friendly character..he needed to be, to take in six
tired and hungry travellers. After listing our food wants, Ben disappeared
to return later, laden with a bucket of chicken, a minor mountain of

French fries, onion rings, TR b
hashed brown potatoes and
coffeeesrand he wouldn't
accept a penny for it.
Thanks again, Ben, it was
very kind of you,

"oH comg oN, MIKE, 1F YOU KEEF THE

CAMERA HARD AGAMINST THE BUNC HOLE
"

Thursday morning, we NG WRTER WIikk GET IN.
left Cleveland on Route 90
which kept giving us brief
glinpses of Lake Erie as
we sped along. Buffalo
fell behind and we entered
Niagara Falls. T uvas
surprised to find how close
the actual Falls are to the
city cenire.,.virtually in
it., The sight..and sound
is overwhelming..and thanks
to a busted fence, we were
able to gel right to the
very brink of the cataract.
Ignering the 'KETP QUT!t
signas, I shoet a supert. ecel
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of the toriont raecing to the edge, the falling wated, the spray, the tiny
boat, ‘'Maid of The Mist' which carriced oilskin-clad tourists right to the
foot of the falls, even the high tower restaurant on the Canadian side which
had its elevator cage meving dizzlly up and down the outside of the towerl
out of all the reels T shot in the USA..wcoculdn't that be the one to be
ruined by accidentally getting put throush the camera twicel! Still, it

does make a good talking puint to sce model rockets ané traffie zocnming
through the waters of lflagara, By the wey, that little craft, 'Maid OF

The Mist' nust be several ships alonp its fanily tree, as way back in the
carly ¥900s, it was there when Blondin performed some of his spectacular
tightrope crossings of the Falls...and on one trip, Blondin held out his

hat to allow a narksman on the boat's deck to put 2 bullet through the brimi

Reluectantly, we left lliagara and headed off for Lake Oneilda d
a rendezvous with Richard Yilson and Carol-. - e . .. cesimnzt “""“-'-"-’,'W g

Pohl. It was all ready dark when we e '“;@g‘
Tocated thenm at a roadside eatery..and ' ﬁ?%i%ﬁ £ Nﬁ\;::;\“ §=
Dick insis* - on buying a wncal for everyone : ”ﬂ””“ﬁhjﬁ7ﬂhnﬁﬁﬁﬂlﬁﬂ o

baefeore leading us off into the wilds and

his fcabin' right on the shore of the lake, Talk about
Inxurysss in a&ddition %o a 'frig, TV, bathroon and shower, we also had

a bedroon cachld In the morning, we had a quick drool over the superb
sight of the aist rising from the lake to reveal a solitary fisherman in
his boat, Milke loaded Susie and 1ittle Mike into a skiff and took then
out for a brief row befere we hit the road WIST,

Tt = S f
0y o & b
T 5

1T Yes, I said West. Despite a message fron Ray Bean,

e e ™" - like had sonehow reversed his bearingg, and for a
I few niles we headed away from Boston until we got

?/)(\ SANTAS AN § to a turnarcund point. ELventually, the visible

= A JGRoaTTG i portions of the Adirondacks hove in sightoess

A o " §~=F"= - - apart froo the areas hidden by the giant bill-

- oAy boards mentioned earlier. As had bappened all the

way elong the route, we were running behind schedule,
despite a valiant law-brecaking run by Betty Otis en

= B~ ks the earlier Buffalo scctiones Spot on the dot of
peew.> - threc hcurs late..or around 7pn, we reached Duffaloe.and

P8r the first..and last tine of the trip, I was ablc to guide an American
round an Anerican city and into the parking lot of the Boston Sheraton. Up
to ny rocm, a guick bag dunp, wash and brushe-up, and it was off to see who
was around. One thing about that thousand nile trip stocd out in ny mind,
and that was Mike'’s wonderful caln under all sorts of difficulties and
tenper-fraying situaticns....wrong roads, behind schedule, children on his
neck, inability to nake ‘'phone contacts along the way. e toock 'en all in
his stride with never a cuss word the whole of the tircss.and I know for a
fact that he suffered fron headaches and stiffness Tor at lecast two legs
of the trip. Detiy was just as good, so if ever I have to do ancther leng
run, I hopo it can be with them along to handle the tough bitse

How can you drep clangers in e 1lift ?  Simple, get in the sane one
with Harlan Ellison, natter to hin for 23 flecors, and part without realising
until afterwards that you hadan't gripped hin to mrite for ERG. Our first
fannish conbact was 2 neal date with Ron Saleowon and his neother Doris..and
fhey upheld the 100}5 record for the trip, c¢f proving to be two liorec very
warn, friendly inericans..to be hconest, we never net any other kind, both
in and out of the fannish scene. WYhich of coursc is one of the reasons I
want to visit Amcrica againe.



L quite frankly, I don®t recall much of NORIASCON 2s SO many people, so
nmuch happening, so little sleep. T enjoyed every minute of it, but the
sheer irmmensity of the whole thing, unpty thousand peoples..and neeting arll
those characters, some of whom had been nanes-on-a-pedestal for no less
than 40 years. It was overwhelmings...so how to capsuimte 1t all ¥

Damon Knight's GOE speeche.as a lid he had evolved a theory af flight
for humans.,.jump into the air..and again, and arains Trouble was Knight
explained, he never could manage to make thet second junp fast enough to
stay airborne.// The time T O'Conor Sloane, Anazing's octogenarian ed%tor.
rejecting a cover paintinge.until the artist went away and returned with it
upside down // The writer apssering his psychiatrist's '"/hat do you do?"
query by explaining that he wrote about..'"SF, rockets, monsters and things
1ike that!, The psychiatrist's response was, '"Oh, we'll soon cure you of_
thaty // Specking of the liynes nuditoriun and its prohibitions, Knight said,

nljo animals, balloons, nails etc. Inagine the pani¢ if I brought in a

Tizard hanging from a ballon and carrying hanmer and nailsl? Ie spoke forx

half an hour and kept us in stitches the whole time. By contrast, Kate

Wilheln read a 45 minute speeche. He thesis was 'ST is reality fiction',

The explanation of this was sa cooplicated that I never did find out what

she neante.although I gather reality has different meanings for different

people, and that Indians knew that a volcanc would it f -
erupt even when nobody else did. lMost important A I o I
{'lat..unless they had sneokily dumped dynarite ! 1 \ﬂY. \

into the crater first, EE-P\\d
Then there was the FIRST FANDCM party where g:a

I met the dapwe Sprague de Carp and his wife. Sprague insisted in telling

ne o collection of jokes in a British accents,sand they werc all good, A

great fellows There was 3Bob Madle, Dave and Ruth (who sparked off the idea

for ny trip) Kyle. ift Saha, Ray Beam, Lester Del Rey, Fred Pohl, Carol

Pohl, Don Yollhein and his wife, Bob Pavlat, Don Ford and so many others

I can't recall tenm all, Deaning delightedly over us all, was wheelchair=

bound ELou TFabakow. Forry Acliprman was thele and be insisted on making an

innediate donation to the Jeeves TFan Funde I s2id a few brief words of

thanks (for,cnce, I was speechless..or nearly soPs Sonewhere alang the

way I got elected as First Fandon's European Representatives.I hope that

involves an expenses-paid trip to the USA once a year to report,

2% o2,

On Saturday, after breckfasting at Brighans, we caught a showing of
“Watership Downts..one of the scores of filns on show,.would you believe
™WO film halls showing SF froo morm! till next nornt, Somewhere in the
evening, tha younger Kyles suckered nme intoc joining their entry for the

- .

Masquerade. .well, Kerry dide.
The girls had devised a pair
of wonderful 'Soggy'! costunes
and ny task was to chase then
along the catwalk above the
audience while whippiyg then
baclk to the inkbottles, It
went down well, but I wisl
they could have won a prige
for originality, Iowever,
the conpetition was of a
fantastic auvality and of

such quantify that we had a
two hour wait in the queue,

oo v;':it..’jgi-&.-‘v_--u =
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Elsewhere and when, we encountered Dave Langford preparing to host a
Meet The Screbody? shindig. Tddie Jones gulded&us through the labyrinth
to the Art Show where I sold five of ny gix painuings, George Scithers of )
tho TASFH ret me in the lobby (another nice guy). Asirov was in the gigentic
huckster room, but I hadn't the nerve to tackle hin so we all went tOEIgﬁgﬁ—-
in the 'Kon Tiki Ports ».or was it dinner,.or breakfast ?

The elevators were beginning to show signs of advanced clappedoutitis
by this time, I entered one, the doers opened and closed 1§ke a waterless
goldfish and the thing remaincd firnly janrred on the 23rd floor, so I noved
fo annther and had better luck. Ey the end of tho wevkend, two of the six
block were out, and 0;0 oi the four in our tower had

: -h. 1ot surprising really when you conslder the logist-
Zﬁg°ifggiv2§ g;rig2$ting X.000 fen down cne towe? and up the next at the
start‘on end of each programwic item, Bit of stupid hotel design.really t?
need such up/down transite. The agony was NOT helped by the brainless twits
who thoueht it fun tO r -aopolise the cages fpr poker‘or-booze parties,

) ‘ Sﬁndav night we spent scarching ?or "The English Party's..and the
1 gy b T8 mry Payrty ¢, having roc.ived inYltos to each. Eb luck, after half en
wowe of fearleasiy brave elevator in-fighting, the designated roons were as
devoid of party-throwers as a Hun's prayer sessione Possibly the party-
givers were lost in the 1ift shafts somewhere: > .

Another highlight of Sunday (sec, ny tine sense is getting out of
synch) was a dip in the hotel poil. For sone reason, this event rated.high
on the TOP SECRET lists.. no mention on brochures, sign beards or suchlike
information centrese Ue finally ran it to ground (nctrphorically) on the
£ifth floore..the flat arca linking the two towers. It was worth the hunta

elevators in the rain

Not only did the larpge poul boast an

equally large sun-deck arca (ideal in the 85 i
or over Boston heatwave), bui also a Jacussl ::T
pocl where you could lounge in a warn water f {
pool with built-in seats and have your =

chassis gently nassaged by skilfully-ained ﬁfﬁjffg
jets of water beneath the surface, Very s
relaxingo After a spell in the Jacussi, =
then the main peol, and finally a light -
broiling in the sun, Val nipped across to
the hamburger/drinks stand to get us sone
refreshnents. Having left nost of ocur vash in the hotel roon, this proved

B bit of a hazard. The tab cane teo F4.20, sa Val gave the- attendant $1.20
with a grand gesture and tcld hin to keep the changeo Peace was restorced by
putting the charge on the hotel ©ill.

Scriewhere around this time, a nysterious t'phone call from Mike Banks
shot ne un to his roon to neet a surprise. On arrival it proved to be 2y
old friend Hector Pessina fron /rgentina. Ve had corresponded for ages, and
sonehow lost touch a year or two ago. Hoctor speaks perfect English, so we
had ne language difficulty..znd I hope that this tinme, we can stay in
contacte

Did I nention the unpty-seven channel colodr TV in root 2357 7
Naturally, we tried out the various programles available ...scmething like
ten helpings of the hunman mayhen the Statesiders call *foctball?, four
8ollops of news...one of which was the 'Black News Programmelt..which to ne
seerned a sure way of agpgravating the recial tensions despite its excellent
presentatione..and sheoals of 1Comnercials?, At the risk of offending
ny American friends, I nust corment on the programie gquality and of these
advertisementss DBut I would stress that the TV was the only part of Anerica



whish cidn't get the Jeeves sedl af approvals Here and thow'e between the
mi?ﬁgs of apo%t, would ba sandwiched a ty?ical_fOFEu}a contedy sSHOWe.oWE

have the thing over here tooes.TAXT, REODA and’ suchlike, These you can

take or leaves..but over here, although we cnly have a cholce of three
channels, only one is bedevilled by-CUumergxals...an even then? only every
15 to 20 pinutes on average,s.and they do give you tiwme to make tea or head
for the loo, The American variety crop up about every ten oinutes..and thal:
qualilty...gad, It wouldn't sell a lifejacket To a drowining non, One such
slot featured Lloyd MNolan sinply telling us how to stop secds getting under
gur dentures (which we haventt got anyway) by st%cking the choppers firnly
down with GUMHO..or sonesuch. Bad enoughsa.no slick tricks, aninmation or
attention catchers..just the plain fact that GUMMO keeps your nolars in

Tine. Worse was to follow..the canera nanned back to Lawrence Welk the
pandleadersswho continuedas.."30 there you are folks, if you have denture
trouble, use GUMHO, and now we're gzoing to play you ancother 1little nunber
from the showsess" I kid you notee.the entertainers have to get behind

the plugs and give then an extira shove. To rake in the lolly, the 'Prestige!
Channel solicits cash pledfes fror the viewersese.'Next week, our Prestige
Channel brings you 'South Pacific!, I rest 0y casee

Oh wel, tine flashed by...and after a final nosh at Brighans
we carted our bags down to the lobby to get a taxl out to Logan airporta
myould you care to share a taxi to Logan?'" canc a British, cultured Liver-
pPudlian accent, It was Bruce Burn and his /Aperican wife off back to New
York. We shaored the ride..and the natter and finally separated on arrival
at Logan International. The internsl flight lounge on ny Detroit flight
had been all swectness, confort and light. Not so the Internaticnal.. &
dirty, pekey leng length of verandah, .and cnece through into the final
departure lounge, it was abandon hope of geing to the toilet until you get
airborne,

However, by special arrangencnt, a hefty thunder stown had been
put one so we sat and watched the terrific flashes of lightning bouncing
arou . the skyscrapers..l even nanaged tc get a couple of temm on filrre
Sooner or later, all good things come to an end. We boarced a DC~6 for the
return flight...which proved an izmproverent on the oatgoing Junbe, as
although wr once again had our requested window-seats in the non=-sooking
gection, .this tine, our seats were just a pair,.insgead of a set of three
as in the Jurboe. This neant that we didn't have to clinb over the third
pan (Harry Line) to get to and from the toilets..nor did we have to nake
hunble apologies for pouring tea and gravy down his shirt front when the
meals arrived,

Take~o0fT tock a nere 38 secpnds and Captain Palner essayed to
caln any anxkous hcarts by inforning us that we were eruising at 33,000 feet
at around 600nph, and the tine in London was 1-45 so we ccould adjust our
watchesa Sorie anxicus hearts nust have been even rore disturbed, as five
ainutes later he cane on the speaker again to apologisec for his 'first
nistake” as the tine shoulld have been given as 5*45. Vie al 1 began to wait
for the wings to fall off as ‘'mistalke number two.f

Happily, they didnkt and after sone cat-napping, we touched down
in Heathrow at 8 am, Coach to Reading, and a 'phone call to Keith Freenan
brought him out to collect us. DBack to our car, and by 10an we were on
the road to Sheffield. e lunched in Banbury...and then parked down 2
side lane for a snoozce.2nd went out like a couple of lights. Siefficld
was reached by 6pn and was followed by oodles of sleep.

A tiring trip, yes; Dbut one we wouldn't have nissed for all the
tea in China. Once again, Val :and I send renewed and heartfoelt thanks to
Pirst Fandon who nade it possible..and to the Freenans who nmade it so
effortless in the bLits where it could have been nastye

NOW4»-to save up for 1982,


enough..no
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///EDITOR®S NOTE. Having long been intrigued by those complicated sets of
numbers which besprinile our books nowadays, I aslked Gerbish to tell me
what they were all about....and here's the result.///

DAYV MR NI P MY YT 00
TEE SIGHIFYICANCE AND USE OF THE
Well, the ISBN is one form of
TOL m RT )
INTZRNATTONAL, STANDARD BOOK NUNMBER computer coding which ean .
by Gerald Bishop (but is not alwaysee.) used to
. , S Ry AR LT R identify one editicn of one
1 ¢ o LU BDDNFETYY I RONYEN Y ONOYY 120 book amongst all those publ-
' ished threoughout the world (or

A full ISBN is always 10 digits long participating countries)
and is made up of four parts;-

4, G atry/Language code. O for UK (. USA (freguently omitted as being
mathematically insignificant) 3 (I think) is for Germany, etce

2+ Dlublisher Identifier. The length of this string varies according to
the size of tne publisher. 14 is Penguin, a large mass-market
publisher, and 904756 is Aardvark House, small but beautifula.

%, Edition Identifier A number allccated by the publisher, ecach unigue
o one title by one author, or sometimes one printing or even one
binding, just to confuse. -

4, Check Digit: The last diglt, which is for use by a bookseller's,
1ibrary's or publisher's computer to check that the number is valid.

As each ISBN is unigue to one title, and contains the information as te
Country, Publisher and Book, theoretically, all a bookseller neads to
know to order a book for you, is the ISBN...but a number string alone
tends to confuse any mere human in the chainse.

What the computer dees, is to take the first digit and multiply it by
10, then the next and multiply by 9, and so on. It then adds up these
producte, dividing the resultant sum by 11 (a prime number). The check digit
is there to make sure that the sum is divisible by 11 (If a balance of 10 is
required, then the Roman numeral X7 is used, which confuses some computers
not capable of such a figure/letter input, so many publishers do not use
their ISBNs which have the X in thems.,) If the caleulation does not: work out
correctly, the cgmputer can be programmed to use the anomaly to check if the
digits have been transposed etce. and can correct the nmistake in an estimated
955 of cases (but not guarantec the correct book, just a correct ISBN).

To illustrate the case of a perfect ISBN on a perfect book..SF BOOLS
PUBLISHED TN RRITAIN 4974~78, Aardvark louse, £3¢50scees

Noo Group Countrg-Publisher Bock Check
ISBN O wml & g 5 6 XA d 1=k

M, ltiply by 10 g © 7 6 s. & 3 2 1
Product 0 81 + 0 + 28 + 42 4 25 + 2% « 3 4 2 + 4 = 209

209211 = 19.0 Valid ISBH

That is basic ISBN, To cater for supermarket trade and further automation,

a mutation is being introduced using bar codes (those black and white

stripes which spoil the covers of US prozines)s They will use the sane pre-
fixes and book identifiers, but the chutk digits will be different as there
will be yot another prefix to indicete Book, as opposes to Beans, due to the
far wider data base, Such is progress. Gerbishe
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CRISIS OU_YUNQUSUE “2L Born and raised on the moon, 15-year old Kepler

HMonica Hughes Masterpan makes his first Darth trip, Gravity proving

llethuen 'Magnet! 90p overwhelming, he noves to an underwater community
where for much of the time, his weight can be cased.

Kepler stumbles across trillrmen’' and an independence plot which endangers

his 1ife before it is resplwed, An excellent juvenile in the Heinlein style,

{although I winced at moon dwellers being 'Sellenites?), Ideal for Junio¥xe

AS_ON_A_DARKLING PLAIN  when huge alien machines are discovered operating on
Ben Bova Titan, mankind begins to worry about an attack. The
Methuen 'Magnum' £1.25 there follows Marlene who has two lovers, OtBanion
ie sent an an exciting Jupiter Missien, and Dre Lee
joins her on the star nission to trace the aliens. Constructed from two
shorter stories (and it shows), the yarn is well~characterised, the Jupiter
sequence is gripping and overall, an excellent bit of reading,.which one
has come to expect from Ben Bova,.s.nanely well-constructed hardcore SF

EPIDENIC 9
= Imagine a small, furry, spider-like growth spreading
Richard Lerner ii,D, Scross your body at a rate of half an inch a day, with
) cases inecreasing in geotietric progression. This plague,
g Ea¥ Gggtger starts in a small American town and rapidly threatens
orgi &1.35 the whole world. Its carrier, Billy Trump is hunted
not only by the Government authorities, but by the hit nen of a large comb-
ines Tautly written, excellent characterisation, edge~of-the~seat stuffe,
One of the best marriages of nainstrean and SF Itve ever coHe across..and
ideal movie material. It makes the 'Doomwatch! series sound like Noddy.

THE_DESTROYER 35. 'Last Calll k .

z SESEE S==== v Presumably a seriecs, Remo Willians is a Kung

gtggirg5gaplr & Warren Murphy¥ py/hionic man type superman. When Projeck

Onega is triggered by an inept CIA‘chief's econony cuts,

assassins move in on Russiats top men. To prevent World War IIIL, Remo and

His Chinese mentor have to stop the killings. A tongue-~in~cheek send up of
the genre. Lightweight, but anusing although

a bit slapstick in partse

;E:lgzgggg Charles L, Harness Granada §125

Music-composing psychiatrist, Anna
van Tuyl has contracted 2 body-deforming
ailment. She encounters Roy Jacques
who suffers from the same complaint and
capable of strange powerss They plan

to produce Anna's new ballet, but
Jacques estranged wife secks the
power of the Rose which is linked with

Anna's ballet, To f£ill out the book,

there is a tongue-in-cheek yarn of an

chess-playing rat, and another about

& madman who plans to change realily

by slowing down & single photone
A1l extremely well-written, but I
preferred the two shorter yarns to

the longer fantasy. However, if you

go for !speculative fiction?!, then

you'll really enjoy this trio.
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Sidrwick & Jackson, &£8,95 hardback ©A,50 softback

Bggentially a showcase for Di Tate's spectacular,
'reality~as-it~-will-be'! artwork, containing sone
sixty or nore palntings nainly fron nagazine and
book sources, DZach has an excellent descriptive
text by Tan Summers giving background, story details
etce One nipght quibble 2t @ single planet in the
Grey Lensman's 'Nutcracker', or 2 rather unwieldy
Martian Life 'Jand from 'Double Star?', but these
are merely guibbles. 'The paintings are shcer
enjoynent, with the text, unlilre sinilar books,
enhancing the colour work instead of making it
appear trite. There are additional bonuses in
the form of 'enginecring plans and drawings'!
linked to the art and an inveluasble index which
enables you to locate a paitning by locking up .
the story author. Vhichever edition you buy, you'll find this one of the
best ort bocks to corie along in e long, long time.

S=Z2EoeoSo=2=RS2a-2n3=s Goler activity has expanded the atnosphere and nagde
Scott Asnin it denser (77?) so that a satellite containing a
Ballantine/Del Rey 95p virulent, mutated biological experinent is coning

" back to strew its contents across the world. A
desperate, two-edged attenpt to avert the danger is begun involving a Space
Shuttle on the civilian side, and an illegal cpace weapon launched by the
military, Pace, action and characterisatiog are wgll blendeq @nto a
gripping yarn in which only the flacecid ending spolls a t§r?1f1c, "it=-could-
be=true' mix of spaceflight, bureaucracy and military ambitiene

HORIZCH ALPHA

b ke The four-level Horizen city has been built on the 'irral
Douglas R, ilason  peninsula, ils sections are rigidly segregated with the
Hale Z5.95 lower level inbkabitents subservient to the ruling

androids. At this stage, CGuunnar Eolt, a throwback,
discovers he can defy the machines and accoupanied by another throwback,
Shesha Haddon, sets out to escape the city - a process which involves a
series of running baottles with andreoids and the secret rulers before the
androids themselves revolt. IHectic, often amusing and ne%er profound,
Ckaracters are flimsy, but the whole is enjoyable escapist entertainment,

YIZARD Sequel to the block-busting 'Titan'! set seventy or so years one
John Varley Chris'fer (from Barth) and Robin, (from an L2 station) have
Orbit £1,75 coe to petition Gaca {the god/satelliye) for relief from

their different varicties of nental seizurce, Their cure
involves a leng trek oround Gaeca in the conpany of Titan characters, Gaby
and Ciroccos..the latter hoving becone 'The Wizard! z2nd altered by Gaea so
that only she can fertilise the Titanides egps. Gaby and Cirocco have
their own plan to cwerthrow %aca. Less hard-core than Titan' and at tiues
reniniscent of a Simak 'trek! story, but still a worthy successcor and as
Jjon-packed with pacez and incident as its predecessore.

F¥ WAIITED X2 by the editor: Dack issues of sf, aircraft, acrospace

pebular mechanics nagazines etes Willing te trade if we can come to
an agrecient....what have you got 2
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