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EDITORIAL

SCIENCE FICTIOW. ISN'T FICTION ANY MORE

"He whirled; coming at him were seven of the things. With

a movement quicker than the eye can follow, he whipped out his

weapon and fired from the hip, The seven monsters disappeared in

a clean white blast of atomic flame!,

Tiry, "

.. Sounds fantastic, Néll it isn't; no don't laugh. Let me
quote from the New York Herald Tribune of November 20; M.scesocA
beam of atomic energy....nhas been developed at the General Electric
Laboratory....Just a handful of simple apparatus is used to create
this disintegrating beam.,...a radio tube, "two metal cylinders, and
a current of air, Tungsten is easily mgl:ted in this beam. The new
beam melts even fire brlck so its temperature is -well in excess of
6‘ _OOO degrees Fahrenheit and may approach the 10,000 degreec Pahrerms-

"heit .. temperature of the surface of the sun, where heat is produced
by the same fundemental process used in producing the atomic beam",

Now. what say you...'. oicooouono?

Did.you read -YThe Dreamers" by Michacl Yamin published
in the December 1947 issue.of "Astounding Science Fiction™ magazine?
Well, here is a short quotation from it: ".....dwarfing the tiny
spinning cylinder .of -the Outer Station that sped on its swift orbit
Just beyond the .last tenuous ‘streamers of atmosphere... The station
‘wa:'a %Fuat cylinder, swinging on its swift orbit about the Earth,

‘' ‘and 'spinning.on, its axis to provide psuedo-gravity outwards from the
“center", Now here is a quotation from the Science in Review column
‘of the New -York.Times; “"The armed forces were considering the possib-
111t of a military outpost:which would revolve around the earth.,.
'Hé éalls this artificial moon 'an earth satelite vehicle'....at a
distance of £2,300 miles, At this distance,r the satelite would re-
volve around the earth like a 1little moon, once in 24 hours, and
would always hover over the same spot, Gravitation would pull it
along.,...There is no doubt that more detailed knowledge of the rar-
ified atmosphicrec, and of interstellar spacec would have its military
value,"

Don't blame the Science fiction author if allk nis
work sounds like the scicnce column of the daily ncwspaper. No
longer is hé free to go off on flights of the imagination. He can't
help it "if mdst of the theories and devices, that were completely
and utterly fantaqtlc twenty or forty ycars ago, arc nowfact, or

. fast dpproaching fact, Every time he drcams up a gimick, he has to
check the cvening newspaper, to make sure that it hasn't been
irivented alreadye.... adddd. < oo sensaeees

We are very gratified and still a little bit amazed
at the wonderful responce to our first issue, ¢ had not imagined
that it would be such an overwhelming succcss., If you werc not
ablc to get a copy, plcase accept our sincere apologics,

(MOREX
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VB HAVE decided not to issue Volume 1, No. #, in order
to confuse collectors, 'e are sure, that in time copies of this
magazine will be as scarce and as highly prized as "Dream-Quest

#1 n

This is your magazine as much as it is ours, If you don't
like our articles, well then, write some yourself, Send in all
contributions, large or small, fiction or non-fiction, and we will
consider them for publication, This magazine will be only as good
as you make it,

THE EDITOR

If you are already oneof the ardent fen, then just skip
this page altogether. This 1list is for the numérous newcomers to
the field of Science Fiction. Science fiction fandom, and science
fiction writers have 'developed a Jjargon of thelr own, and unless
you are familiar with the meaning, you can get hopelessly lost. Ve

.hope that after you have perused this 1list, you will find your
science flctlon reading more engoyable..,oo...........y.o.

' SF-=-Science Fiction

STF--"Scientificgtion", a coined ﬁord with the same meaning as
"Scisnce Fiction", Developed from the words "scientific",
- and" "fiction",

ASF——"Astoﬁndihg Science Fiction" magazine

TWS--"Thrilling Wondpb Stories" magazine

FN--"Fantastic Novels" magazine

iFIifE«" Famous Fantastic liysteries" magazine

N.F.Fo A -- National Fantasy Fan Association

F.A.P.A. %= Fantasy Amateur Press Society

FEN -- The very irregular plural of "fan". Used instead of "fans",

Bem -- "Bug eyed monster', a permanent fixture in many science
fiction stories, -

SFTPOBEKOTCOSFP -- Society for The Prevention Of Bug Eyed MOnsters
On The Covers Of Science Fiction Prozines.
/ / ’ TL{_‘ END _ =
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GROFF CONKLIN--SCIENCE:FICTION FAN EXTRAORDINARY __
by M. Sternhein.
& S. Taller

bl

Groff Conklin is a fan who has .put his' extensive background
of STF storiés to use. After reading .science fittion for. about
twenty years, he compiled two of the best anthologles ever pub-
lished. The following is a brief sket.ch of his thoug@ts.regard-
ing science fiction as expressed beforc the Science Fiction
Society of the Bronx High School of Science.

During the war, Mr. Conklin was in Washington, worging for
the 0SS. He, in his own words, "Got tired of doing nothing all
sfternoon and all evening®. So he spent a good part of 1943y
1944, and 1945 in the Cellar Reserve of the The ;ibrary.of_Con-
gress searching for material for "The Best of Science FPiction'.

~ Files of back copies of M"ASF", "Amazings'™, "Air Wonder
Stories" ‘and many othiér magazines, some of which went out of
existence many yeurs 2g0, were examined. He didn't have to
read most of the stories. I only .read half o page, and I knew
if it was junk. If the first paragraph was good, I read more.
Actually, I just scanned most of the stuff." Hé admitted that

he realized later that he had missed a few excellent stories.

-'Eveﬁtdally-he'méde his selections from a card file he
kent on the storics he had read in the Library of Congress.
Also, he based his selections on recollections of books that he

had read. llc agreced with the comuent that a few of the. stories
in "The Best" shouldn't have been included. "The first book

was edited only in part by me. Of forty stories, only thirty-
two were my selections. I disagreed with Edward Fuller, one

of the editors at Crown Press, an STF fon himself, over, some
of the choices."

In putting out the"Best", Mr. Conklin didn't consult any
fans or fon grouss, since he wasn't in touch with any at the
time. Since then, he has become more familiar with fanzines and
fan prgantkations. He thinks,"fanzines serve a good  urpose.
They keep the fans togecther, and their criticisms helps writers.

- Some fanzines are good, but many are worthless." He de»lores
the revalence of "covers consisting mainly of ladies with

. dragon's tails." The best fan publication he has seen is the
"Fantagy Commentator". ETAOIN SHRDLU comhares favorably with
most fanzines, Hr. Conklin assured us. '

Mr. Conklin. doesn't like Lovecraft, fairy tales, -werevolves, .
supernatural stories, or any other kind of fantasy, which some
people try to pass ofr as science fiction. "I am interested in STF
rather than sugernatural stories. But I-an talking in a fantastic
way." He was referring to a discussion of »robability worlds
that had prececed this point. He doesn't claim that fantasy is
poorly written, and he agrees that Lovecraft~and others are very
good authors. He just doentt think them science fiction or inter-
esting. For this reason, he says "Unknown Worlds would be a good
magazine, if revived, Mt I wouldn't read it, as I havagé%jfhe
.l = . P LA %
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GROFF CONKLIN--SCIENCE FICTION FAN EXTRAORDINARY

time." However, he pointed out that therc 1s "po bouggqr%egi;-z-
tWeen science fiction and fantasy." He compared it tg 'tﬁ S s
shased curve used in statistics, having Ggorge 0. oﬁl ti=rh ¢
onc end, and somc of the English ghost writers at the othcr,
with graduations between the two extremes.

nce he accused his good friend Ted Sturgeon_of being a
tfa%i%r £o peicnee fietion sinee he also writes fantasy. gr.
Sturgeon told him:"I don't know anything about scienco. z d
have to learn a2 lot mnre to write science f%ct}on". Mr. Longlln
hastencd to add that Mr. Sturgeon was only qulng, a?d mentloﬁ—
ed a fow excellept stories by him, one of which 1is tgilldozert,

r. Conklin disagreed with nmany of the opinions of Alfred
Beste% that were quotgd in the last issue of ETAOIN SHRDEU. L
think Mr. Bester is.quite wrong in many of his views. STF has
not yet reached its cak, and will continue to grow." He answer-
ed Mr. Bester's rcrmark about fscience fiction being a stop- )
over ;»oint", by reminding us that Mr. Bester went to the comics
from sciencc fiction, which ccertainly is a dead end.

Mr. Conklin exp;lained why he rcads science fiction. "I
read science fiction for fun; it's terrific fun. It lets the
imagination 1loosc and lets you escape from your current problems.
and vorries. Millions of »eople read detective stories, includ-
ing the luate President Roosevelt. Science fiction is certainly
as good as detcctive fiction, if not better. Science fiction is
excecllent, so long as you don't rcad it exclusively. It leads
you to the _hilosophy of science by Franks, Bridgenan and others.
Science fiction is not a way station. You readn non-SF for know-
lgdgg; you dontt have to stop reading science fiction to go
ahead.®

"Sciencce fiction has had its biggest year in history. It
willeontinue to expand, but nore slowly." He says that he has
becn told that six science fiction nmovies are being produced
(ED'S NOTE--See P.29 for story on onc of thew). Doubleday, one
of the largest _ublishing houses in the country nay start
a science fiction book club, something like its crime club.

H2 1s afraid that the ex .ansion has been overdone and too
nany reprints have been ublished. Also, he claims, "Peoprle
read a good 8F story or anthology for the first tine, then they .
read some bad SF or sonething too couplicated, and are analled ,
by it% For_exanrle, he says that he barcly followed van Vogt!s.
"World of A" and still hasn't finished the sequel. He doubts
vether van Vogt himslef understands it fully. "It's very ex- -
citing, but incompletely thought out". He thinks therc should
be more SF books for non-fans, like the 25¢ Bantam anthology
edited by Judith ierrill to be rcleased in February.

1 "I started rcading SF when "Anazing Stories" was started
in 1926", said Mr. Conklin. "After Gernsback left, it was pretty
awnful, as was "Astounding before Campbell, In the 1930fs

(MORE)
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GROFF CONKLIN-~SCIENCE FICTION FAN EXTRAORDINARY (CONT.)

almost all of the good science fiction authors were British,™M
He liked Wells and Lindsay particularly. He says I like 2
adventurg stories, but the British had ideas and sociological
implications, rather than just adventure. Sinece 1938 we have
done that too." He gave Simak!s "City" series and Padgett!s
"Baldy" stories as examples of thls trend. "~ -

. His favorite SF story is "A Voyage to the Moon", by an
English author, David Lindsay. "Mr. Lindsay shows an austound-
ing imagination, but the is not emotional or hysterical. His
favorite author is PPadgett, not Kuttner, but Padgetti" (ED'S
NOTE--Lewls Padgett is a pen name of Henry Kuttner) He likes
_Bradbury better than any other writer still in the SF field.
Although Bradbury is a top-notch author; he has had only one
story published in "ASF", "I knmow JWC Jr., He is a nuclear
.physiecist first, and a science fiction editor second. Camp-
bell says 'A story must have a gimmick or a gadget! I like
getting away from the gadget and adventure stories.m

E. E. Smith doesn't impress him very much. "Mr. Smith
can write well, but I was never taken so far with so little'".
But Mr. Smith has a large following which sends three or four
houndred letters to M"ASF! each month asking for his space
operas.’

He thinks that "Astounding®t!s covers and format often
vrejudice the reader in favor of the author, but it didn't
hel; Stewart!s "Heetee Shock" which appeared early in 1949.
He calls it "one of the worst pieces of trash that I have
rcad in the last ten years”".

"The nost pressing need of sciencc fiction todav 1s more
writers." With the exception of Ray Bradbury and a!few3others,
almost all STF writers have been writing for at least ten
years. If writers weren't forced to turn out science fiction
in large quantities to make a living, they would turn out
better stories than they can now at two cents. a word. The
only writer making a living exclusively by writing science
fiction is Henry Kuttner.

Just like nost fans, Mr. Conklin isn't a scientist cr

.- alchemist."I dontt know anything about science. The only

science I took in college was a physics course which I flunked
the first time, and rassed with a D the second." However, he
has becone interested in scientific fields associated with

- scienice fiction, and has read widely on such tepics.

ESP has been in the STF limelight recently. Says Mr.
Conklin:"I don't think rescarch with people who dont't show
extra-sensory ,erce tion tendecies will show much. Average
people like you and me cantt get far. But experiments with
subjects such as Dunninger (Who seems to have real telepathic
Sowers) ought to be very exciting.® He told about  (MORE)
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GROFF CONKLIN-SCIENCE FICTION FAN EXTRAORDINARY (CONT.)

a friend of his, who can tell you what number you are looking
at in a telephone book, while you are in another roomn.

Mr., Conklin's opinions on space travel "I don't think
near-speced-of-light space travel is impossible. The trip to the
ngargst stars would be only about two years subjective time.

Ho referred to the description of the Fitzgerald Contraction in
the book "l, 2, 3, Infinity". On the subject of time travel
Mr. Conklin says, "It hasnit becn proved impossible, but..."

Mr. Conklin was born in 1904 in Glenridge, New Jersey.
He went to Dartmouth, Harvard, and Columbia. "I went from one
college to another to get the best professors," he explained.
Having graduated from Columbia in 1927, he entered the book
selling business, and then moved on into the editing field.
The first book he edited was "The Smart Set Anthology" with
Burton Rascoe. In the 1930s he worked for several publishers,
including the University of Chicago Press. He edited the
"20th Anniversary" anthology of "The New Republic!" magazine.

In 1939, he went to work for the government. He has
worked for the 0. S. S., the Building Board, and various other
agencies., He edited a series of books, including one on
housing,in 1940. He became so interested in the building field,
that he formed a contracting firm which built houses around
Waschington, until the freeze on building early in the war.
Keturning to publishing, he edited "The Best of Seience Fiction"
and "The Treasury of Science Fiction'.

His next anthology will be released by the Garden City
Publishing Company in February. A 35¢ "Perma-Book" edition,
it w111 bec called either "The Galaxy of Science Fiction", or
"The Sclence Fietion Galaxy'". Judging by the page proofs, it
will be a fine collection. A collection of about fifty stories
to be calleda "The Big Book of Science Fiction" is also being
prepared by Mr. Conklin. Another possibility is "Possible
Worlds", a survey of interplanetary stories. If these zntho-
1ogles are as good as his former ones, Mr. Conklin will
remain the foremost cditor of science fiction anthologies.
-~ THE END -
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PENDULUL- STORY OF THz VARIABLE STAR
& - SuitkLDON GLASHUW

One of the "abilities"of a human being is to be able to to-
tally ignore one or more facts in order to protect his "ideas." The
ancients had the universe pretty well mapped out, except for such
things as Algol,. the star which. changed in brllllance from day to
day. However, since the excentmon PROVES the rule, such curiosities
were readily forgotten. Not so with the modern astrophysicist. Rather
than disregarding the facts in order to prove the hypothesis,. he
adjusts the hypothesis to fit them, most decidedly a more logical
procedure! ‘I shall try to describe a little of what has been found
out about "l'astre inconstant.'"

Any star whose light is known to fluctuate is classified:as a
variable star. This fluctuation can take place either regularly or
AR , * == irregularly. Since little is known
} / E BRAG o fir i fabout the latter, I shall proceed

J I
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Gt [ T\\ o /< fundamental differences in the spec-
Wi RIS WO trums of- Cepneid and non-Cepheid var-
e : L-1ables ) These stars are of two types,
SO 5. 7 lthe classical, typical species and the
//”"\ :”m< so-called cluster Cepheid, whose pericd
A e (R is often only a matter of hours. This
Al type of star is generally found in stel-

: p, i
¢ : u;;,iiﬂw z lar groups, i.e. clusters,
! s 1 i - /{iA ’14; /—\L . }|‘ .

il USRS It has been found, empirically,
2 : !VE“QLLLL—Fb~¢~athau such stars (Cepheids) change in
' ;J ; i s // size "as ‘they change in magnitude. As
£ el L they grow brighter, and thus hotter,
LiauT Ann VELOTITY CURVEY Jtne increased gas and radiation pres-~
OF A CelHEID sure becomes sufficient to, tempor-
arily at least,’ defeat the pull of gravity. This results 1n a rapid
expansion of the star, As the excess energy is liberated, tne star
cools, and again comes under the influence of gravity. COnsequently
the star contracts back tn its former size, builds up a surplus of
energy, and again the cycle repeats. These changes have been detected
by studying the fluctuatlng Doppler shifts of variable stars. The
degree of shift is a measure of the radial velocity, and thus, change
of size of the star., Note the relatlonsnlp between this effect and
1um1n031ty as shown in the above dlapram.
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It has been pronooed that ‘the. 0301llatory nature of these stars
was initéally caused by some external force, such as an encounter
with another star. Since an estimated five percent of all stars are
variables, however, it seems rather improbnble that this is true,
since stars rarely come within parsecs of each other, Perhaps this
condition 1is due, 1nstead to the intrinsic struecture of the &bar it-
selfy perhaps 1t is- merelv a stage in the evolutionary development
off Lonen One of the more 1mportant laws of. modern astrophysics is

(LIOR)
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PuNDULUN- STOAY OF THz VARIAGES STAR (CON'T) = ~

based upon the Cepheld namely, the period-luminosity law. As lMr.
Feinberg pointed out in the previous issue of this magazine, this
law has been instrumental in the determination of- dlstances of other

galahles.

Leaving the morc technical aspects of the Cenheld to texts’ on
stellar phy31cs, I shall continue to the cther common type of per-
iodic variable, The 10ng period pulsating star, characterized by
Mira (the beautiful), is generally a red supergiant. Its period is
cusually in the nature of hundreds of days. Paradoxically, the periods

of these gtars seem to be 1nve“selv related to thelr luminosities
(another problem for the astrophysicist.).This type of variability
is probaoly part of the formative stage of: a star; part of its infan-
cy.# The immense, extremely tenuous, cool stars are still the battle-
ground of the force of gravitfy on one hand and ‘gas and radiation
pressure on the -other (gravity, of course, inevitably wins, witness
the case of the white dwarf, end product of the two billion or so

year struggle.)’

© - When the days of interstellar travel finaglly arrive,.I would-
n't place too much hope in finding life on thc hypothetlcul planet
of & ‘variable sun, Congider, for example, 24 Uvear" of some thirty
Earth years, I say year not with refercnce to seascns, but to the per-
ied of revolution of thé planet. The seasons on these "lovely" planets
- would be in the order of thirty days each. Did I say seasons? Under
these gonditions our unfortunate- inhabitant would have a nice prob-
lem. to determine temperature, 01d Icllable mercury -would freeze in
winter and boil in summerl
* Recently,,George Gamow,of George dashlngton Univers1ny,

proposcd that this is not actually . the' case. According to his

theory, such stars are in thelr death throos, soon to succumb

to thp forces of gravity. e v
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"THE OTHZR SIDE OF THE KOON"
Edited by AUGUST DZRLATH
PELLEGRINI & CUDAHY WNE\ YORK L9249
$3,00
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A short play, which Mr, Derlecth uscs to illustrate the insig-
nificance of man, is the first of the twenty poorly sclectced stories
in "The Othcr Sidc of the Moon®, It would be difficult to scleet a
bettzr play to illustratc the insignificance of lir, Derleth's
latest antholozy,

August Derlcth scems to favor an odd definition of scicnce
fiction, In his introduction, hc justly condemns swashbuckling space
opera, However, his cnoice of stories would seem to indicate that he
coiisiders scicnce fiction nothing morc than a glorificd sudcrnatural
and weird storics, intersperscd with scicntifie c¢cxplanations. An
example of this is P, Schuyler Miller's "The Thing On Outer Shoal',
orobably the worst story published in "Astounding" in 1947, By no
strcten of tue imagination is it possible to call Lord Dunsany's
"The Strangc Drug of Jr, Gabenz science fiction, It is an unusual
murder story, and nothing more,

#ir, Derleth scems to have a one-track mind, Six stories
ccnter around some sort of alien being, wihich is totally unlike
anything we know, i,¢,, composcd of cnergy or gases, The repétition
serves to make the storics appecar to fit a pattern which they ac-
tually do not, Onc or two of .them would have been all right, but the
guantity dstracts from apparcnt quality.

H,G, %“clls may have been a grecat personality in the hist-
or; of sciznce fiction, but that is no reascn for including "The
Starv®, The selection of "The Devil of East Lupton" was an injustice
to Murray Leinster, as it is one of uis poorer storiesy Storics by
Clarkx ashton Smith, H.P, Lovecraft, Gerald Kcrsi, and A, Fowler
Wright, weren't much better,

The inclusion of Van Vogt's "Recsurrcction", "kemorial" by
Sturgcon, and "Symbiosis" by Will F., Jenkins is about the only in-
telligent thing Mr, Derlceth has done in compiling this "book", They
make it possiblec to describe the book, as a whole, by the adjcctive
mddiocre, rather than by an unorintablc modificr,

If you arg tempted to buy "The Other Side of The lloon", ;
don't! You'll find Lf il sbner much more fun, and liickey Mousc better
science fiction,

MeSe

(MORE)
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NINETEEN EIGETY-I

GEORGE ORWLLL

1949
$3,00

Almost every book written.of tre future deals vith the hanplneSS con-
tentedhess, and wonderful science of the god-like inhabitants. Up till now,
the only rnoteable exception has been Aldous Huxley's Brave New World; and
. even there' the people tried .to help the hero in every pos-ible way. In.

. Nineteen Bighty-four, however, the leading character has the whole world
“opposing him, and accepts’ it as natural.. For, by 1984, according to Mr.
Orwell, & perverted Cormmunism, called Ingsoc or English Socialism, wil]l have
conquered one third of the world, the other two thirds ruled by .two nations
built on the .same line as Oceania, the country in which our hero lives. The
head of the comtry is Big Brother, a mystical man resembling Joseph Stalin |
 in appearance. The people or Mproles" are kept in fear, want, and hunger
by'constant vars wazed acsainst first one then the other of the two countries.

A verr 1nterestinp aspect from an SF standp01nt is the. use of unceasing
. two way telescrenes. These cannot be shut . off ‘or blocked, and constantly
spread propaganda and.vatch the people. By hearing lies enough times you

‘ “ come ‘to.believe them, and yow arén't inclined to try any subversive work

.when you know that at any second the Thought Police might be watching and
listening to you. The Thought. Police are the.lL,V.D. of Oceania, the all
powerful secret police of the dreaded hlnlluv, or mlnlstry of Love, con-
tainlng the cells and torture chamberso

The languape is, gradually belnp changed from Old Enﬁllsh .our present
day tongue; to Newspeak. . Newspeak is the opposite of all other langussese
As . other languages are constqntly being built up, Newspeak tries to reduce
. the language by cutting out words they don't like, An exarple of Newspeak
is ungoed for bad and thoushtcrime to express concept of freedom, hate of
Big Brother etc. How can a person start a revolution if there are no words
t0 éxpress criticisc of the gov»rnment' 1f there ‘are no words for freedom,
peace. Justlce, or slavery?

The plot ig wery simple. Winston Smith, a worker in ilinitru, the prop-
aganda office, falls in love with Julia, a. girl who works in the office next
“to his. Love: ‘is frownad upon by the governrient, but they meet secretly. In
the end, they are betraJed by a nan whom Winston trusted, and talen to Room
111+ This . Room contains the most horrible: tortures ‘that are known, and is
used only in thé most difficult cases, The torture is taken from your own
".mind, by prying into your inermost fears and making them realities. In Win-
iston's case it was having his face bitten and eatenh by rats.. Under this
torture he .is made to betray Julia, and in doing so ¥Kills what ‘is good and
kind inside of him, leaving him broken both mentally and physically. A4t the
book's end we are presented with the picture of Winston, made a broken, old,
frisendless man by Bilg Brother and Ingsoc, yet loving them with 2ll his

heart.
}'{. I -]

THE EXD
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THE INCREDIBLE PLANET
- JOHN W. CAMPBELL, JR.
FANTASY PRESS, Reading Pa.
. 1949 3.00

e e e e s m e b s e mm s em mm  m em me  h e e e s e e e e s e e s e

This book consists of three never-before-published
novelcecttes concerning the adventures of a group of Earthmen
in interstellar, intergalactic, and interdimensional space,
and is a continuation of the author!s "The Mightiest Machine".

The first novelette starts with the heroes coming into our
own space somewhere in our galaxy. They don't know exactly where,
so they stop at the first inhabited planet ti¥y locate, in order
to obtain star maps. The planet!s history is somewhat unusual;
its inhabitants have just awakened from a suspended animation
of 450 billion years, curing which time their planet was
wandering in space. They cannot furnish star maps, of course,
but the heroes spend 4R pages there, learning the history, and
making themselves generally useful.

The heroes then come to another solar system, where the
humanoid inhabitants are being enslaved by a race of pretty
obnoxious reptiles. They throw in with the humanoid under-
ground. of course, giving them the benefit of thelr superior
knowledge. Here the author describes a series of battles in
which first one side comes u» with stupendous weapons, stupend-
ous concepts, and stupendous defenses; then the other side
comes up with more stupendous weapons, more stupendous concepts,
and more stupendous defenses, ad infinitum. Naturally, the
humanoids win, and the heroes, after 190 pages, finally obtain
their star mapns. '

They then rcturn to earth, finding that it is being
attacked by a race of Centaurs. These Centaurs are hep tec gll
‘the stupendous concepts, weapors, and defenses of the heroes,
having added some new tricks themselves, but the heroes, not
to be outdone, go into various other spaces and dimensions for
thir newer and yet more stupenous concepts, weapons, and
defenses. Upon hearing of theaforementioned concepts and weapons,
the Centaurs of course surrender, and the story ends happily.

To top 1t all off, the author goes into great detail con-
cerning every concent, weapon, and defense used, thus boring
the reader to death. ,

- MT

Reorinted from the New York Times of December 5, 1949

THE LEVELER - Kayve Phel)s
Let not the atom bomb
Be the final sequel--
In wnich all men--
Are cremated equal.
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"BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD...Y%:
by
A Cr I A Alfred Bester Fleagie

This story was wfitten about 8ix- mbnths before Mz, - Bester left the
field of science fiction writing. It is a satire on eertain STF writers
(who shall remain naméless) and was written:just for'fun and not for pub-
lication. We have persuaded lir. Bester to:allow us:to publish it for the
first time in this or any other magazine., (For more information on Mr.
Bester see "An Interview With'Alfred Béster? in YETAOIN' SHRDLU" Vol. I,

No. 1 December, 1949)

BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD by Alfred Best-69-er’ =
Anyone wallking in the neighborhood of 7th Avenue and 17th Street this
bright merning of April 1lst, 4567, would just keep on walking. Anyone
floating & casual levitation wouldikeép right on levitating: Anyone engaged
in anabolism or katabéliem in any.of the ' forty seven levels under 7th Avenue
and 17th Street would carry on the metabelismes But in the giant tower that

was the above mentioned address, anyonc would know that a hurricane had arr-
ived,

It came, it saw, it conquered in the person of Camp-123-Bell, a tall,
portly gentleman, direct lineal decscendant of Campbell, :John W., first em-
inent editor of "Astounding Science Fiction"... that same Campbell, history
. tells 'us, whom contemporaries worshipped in the form of - cylindrlcal tin
idols inexplicably labelled soup.*

Carp-123-Bell erupted from a vita-cab, tore through the entrance, burst
into an elevator shaft and was lofted twenty storeys®by the %gooser®, an el-
evation jet of compressed air. The entire staff of "Astounding Science Fice-
tion" stared at his entrance, for .as he nlunged through-the .anterosms that
--led to his office, the editor swore ‘audibly in Thermodynamic Equations.

- With one motion Camp-123-Bell hurled himself into.his desk chair... a
rather broad, comfortable jet of compressed air spurting up from the floor..
and rang for his secretary.. She appeared immediatly, gliding smoothly into
the office, a svelte, graceful comptometer with steno-auxilliary on a lush
four-wheel carriage. ' :

"Good morning, sir," she clicked quietly in borse International.

"Get me-——" Camp-lBS—Bell paused for breath then went on. ”Get me my
writers.” -

"Any writers in particular, sir?®

"Reconsider that question!! said Camp-123-Bell sternly, "or it!s back
to the factory for'a re-valve. There are-only certain persons who are hon-
ored as 'my! writers." B Ta'~

* In a scintillating disquisition, Wil-109-Ley has explaned that "soupMto

the ancients signified a highly explosive substance... 2 quality eminently

c¢haracteristic of ‘this scion of 123 szenerations of unadulterated Campbell.
(continued on next page)
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"fou mean,..?" the robot faltered.

"I mean my white-haired boys; ry aces in the hole; my alter egoes, my—-—"
The secretary crackled, then replaced a2 blown fuse. She transmitted:
"You mean the following: Hein-1lll-Lein, Jame~1l24-Son and Van-100-Vogt."

The editor's face broke into a pleased smile as each name was clicked off,
He nodded and said: "I do."

"They will be here two minutes ago, sir.”

The secretary zlided out of the office, Camp-123-Bell lay back in his
jet and panted. "I must control myself," he muttered. '"This will never do.
Can't permit good fortune to raise the H-Ion concentration of m'blood another
point."

With trembling fingers ke administered a ten percent aceto-neo-paradia-
nethnitol injection and tried to compose himself. When his writers cmme troop-
ing in, they found him plotting gamma curves with bland poise.

"Hi, boys," he said.
"Hi, John."
"Hang your halos on a hook and sit down."

The writers tossed their glittering head-dress into a closet, switched
on the air jets and prepared to scat themselves.

"No, nol" Camp-123-Bell cried merrily. "You know my custom. You must
sit in the order of your rcsults in last month's ‘'Analytical Labecratory!'.
Robert is 1,05 this month. He gets the prize goose on my right. Malcolm,
you're 2.37... that'!s next. Van,.." The editor turned a twinkling face to Van-
100-Vogt. "You were 5.97. Tsk-tsk-tsk-tsk. The dunce jet for you..

"And now," Camp-123-Bell bogan impressively, "prepare yourselves."  He
leaned back in his seat and paused to savor an exquisite moment. A heavy
silence filled the room, broken only by the quiet snores of Jame-124-Son.

"What is it, John?" Hein-1ll-Lein asked.

"What is itl" the editor echoed. "What is it! Simply the greatest find
of the centuryl i‘erely an epoch-making moment in the history of !'Astounding'i"

There was another pause, but the silence was so electric in suspense that
it jolted Jame-~124-Son awake. "Go right ahkead," he mumbled. "I heard every
word you fellows were saying."

Camp-123-Bell glared at him. Then, with a lightning gesture, he hurled
something down on his desk. "It's this,""he crisd. "Gentlemen, inspect this
Objecto"

They eyed it.

"Do you know what it is?" (continued on next paze)
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Cautidusly, Hein-111-Lein said: "I believe it's... paper...eh, John?"

As Camp-123-Bell nodded, the others darted envious glances at thei;
erudite colleague,

"And do you know what's on this paper?" the editor asked. Without
waiting for an answer he burst out: "It's printi"

IIN,)!H

"Yes 3 I

"Unbelievadble."

"precisely." Carp-123-Bell dabbed at his brow. "Gentlemen, it's been
five hundred years since we gave up the old printing technique and began
recording literature in quartz crystal vibrations. I have before me a gen-
uine specimen of incunabula. And vwhat's more... Now prepare for a shocka...
It's a storyl"

"NOI‘"

"Yes. Yes! YES! A genuine antique story, An undiscovered story.

To all purposes... & new story."

Tazedly, the writers tried to assimilate what they had heard For -
over two hundred years no new story had been written. The history of lit-
erature had reached the point where there was nothing new to be written.
Every possible story... every poscible variant had already been published
and republished for centuries. Writers these days were mere semanticists,
artists in a decadent craft of renewing old material through the crafty al-
teration and transposition of words.

Van~100-Vogt burst into tears. "It's a joke,'" he sobbed. "You're
fooling us, John. You're playing an April Fool joke on us. A new story?

I never thousht the day would come---"

"Wor I," muvtered Jame-124-Son.

"That day has arrived," Camp-123-Bell replied. FHe looked compassion-
ately at his shaking, plot-hungry authors. "This is no joke. A& glorious
day for all of us has arrived. No need for me to give the details of how
I acquired this priceless archaeological find..." he lowered his voice.

"Tt is a dark tale better left untold; but---" His tones brightened, "suf-—
fice it to say, we have it. It is ours. 'Astounding®'s" His fingers
trembled as he picked up the sheet of paper.

In a husky voice Hein-11l1l-Lein asked: "John... liay we read it?"

The editor smiled graciously. "Iwas about to read it aloud to all .
of you, Robert. Shall I begin?" !

The writers nodded eagerly. Camp-123-Bell cleared his throat and rcad:

Once upon a time a2 Wolf was lapping at a spring on a hiliside, when,
lonking up, what should he see but a lamb just beginning to drink a little
lower dovm.

"There's ry supper,” thought he, "if only I can find some excuse to
seize it."

Then he called out to the lamb, "How dare you muddle the vater from
which I'm drinking®"

"Way, master, nay," said the Lambikin; "1f the ‘water be ruddy up there,
I cannot be the cause of it, for it runs down from you to me."

"Fell then," said the Wolf, "why did youw call me bad names this time
last year?! ‘

"That cannot be,"said the Lamb, "I am only six months old."

"I don't care," snarled the Wolf, "If it was not you it was your father."

And with that he rushed upon the poor lamb and——-— -

"And what?! Jame-124-Son exclaimed. "Go on. Go on. I can't dbear
the suspense. What happened next?"

(continued on next page)
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Camp-123-Bell lay down the paper slowly. "I'can't g6 on," he saids
”Why not?"
. "Betause the story stops here. It's an incomplete manuscript."

"Oh my God," Hein-1ll-Lein ‘groaned. M"Always to doubtl Never to know!"

"This is a catastrophe," Van- ’OO—Vogt said. "The greatest story ever
discovered..» and it's unfinishec¢. ! :

"Which is why I have called you," the editor said. "Gentlemen, 'Astound-
ing' must publish this remarkable story, but it must have an ending... sone
kind of resolution. I want you to attemmt to finlish the tale."

. "Impossible," Van-100-Vogt said. "It wou;a be a aacrlllge. We don't darc.
The public would tear us to pieces.!

"I've already taken care of that danger," Camp ~123-Bell replled. "I shall
publish this story with all your endings. "And then... to pardon the liberty we
have taken... I shall start a contest for the best reader contribution."

"Ha," said Jame-124-3on. !"Tar them all with the same brush, eh?"

"Precisely. And very well phrased, if I may say so, Malcolm."

" "Spoken like an old sea-dog," Hein-lll-Tein muttered to no one in particular.

"Wiell..." the editor arose. "Gentlemen, I present you with this incredible
opportunity. Vired copies in quartz will be at your homes within the hour. TYou
are my best authors.., FAstounding''s great stylists. I ‘expect great things
of you. Go, with my blessings. Go in the name of... In the name of..." He
pressed a button-and to his 1nou1r1ng robot said 1rritab1y' "What'!s that name
that people go in the name of?" - '

IlGod?H 3

"Oh yes. Thank you. Gentlemen, go in the name of God."

Slowly, as if in a dream, the three men arose, reclaimed their halos, and
quietly left the office.

o W B
IF THIS DON'T STOP
b

Robert Hein-111l-Lein.

_. ' And with that he rushed upon the poor lamb and--- "Semantically speaking,"
the lamb said, "you have full psychoneuronic support for your thesis of action.
But I can graph an extranolated curve which will show certain inescapable data
of errata."
The wolf halted in his tracks. "I think that kind of talk is ghastly," he
saig, i '
MThe semantic aspects of such ideological symdbollistical tautologisms in-
dicate a genesis of gneiss-synapted synthosis," ta: lamb answered. "A co-op-
eration between co-opted synthetic derivatlves does not neceasarily incortcrate
econo—blo—synthe51zed corporations."

"Ghastly, darlin!," the wolf whirpered, "pl@ase don't!t

The lamb took a bucket of water from the spring, filled his. pneumatlc bed
and reclined. A passing brassard sneered at him. Instantly the lamb drew his
synchro-wham and chopped down.

As 1t expired the bragsard muitered: "Servicel!

"Service you right!" the lawb ruplied. He extended a hoof toward the
wolf. "How do you like riy new hoof-tint?" o ‘

"pid you say hoof-print, Ghastly?"

"Never mind what I said. Now, as I was saying---"

"Great Yeggl Vhat were you saying?" .The. wolf asked, 1apping another mouth-
ful of water as he scrmtched his right side with his left paw, his left side with
his right paw.and vworked a sigma derivaticn of a quadratic exponential inference

with his tail. The lamb ignored this. Everyone knew the wolf had no brains, so
. (continued. on next page)
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no one expected him to waste his time concentrating on anything.

"Eidetically speaking--- of nothing," the lamb said. "But semantically,
I referred to the prime~datum -concepts incorporated in co-opted econo-bio-
physingnometricalbiostatistics."

"If this don't stop..." the wolf groaned.

"Biometricians have found that life--- or the biological force so often
confused with mere metabolic functionalism by synthesizing cosmovitalists,
is merely an aspect of a machinated matrix mechanics when proliferated, ex— |
trapolated, intrapolated and co-opted into seventh derivatives from eauations
of the ninth degree. A co-opted semantic analysis of-—-" The lamb broke off.
"Why wolfl What's the matter?" :

There was ne answer. The wolf had expired. . _

"Xnocked him dead," the lamb grinned. "I thought it would. This poly-
syllabic scientific nonsense always doesi™ !

. wax
THE RED DESTROYER

by .

And with that he rushed upon the poor lamb and--- Then the beast em-
erged from the spring and within him raged a hideous hunger. But he was
shrewd. FHe was crafty. He was still patient. All the groaning centurics
of ageless waiting had whetted his acute guile to a screaming needle point.
And though every particle of his being screcamed for the precious Xytl he
knecw he must control himself.

At the sight of the beard.-the wolf pause” in his leap. "Good Lordl" he
said. "What is it?"

"Crickit," the lamb cmlled. There was an answering chirp from the
field. "Get a line on the possib’.lity of me ting a live sardine in the mid-
dle of this spring."

Instantly the chirn came back. "Insufficient data, Lamb. OQffhand I'd
call it a probadb lity of the order of ten. You can postulate a sardine in
a can and get a first order probablity. But out here it's so remote as to
be a mere possiblity. I'1l .run it off on the integrators."

"Do sq0,!" said the lamb. "Ant, shoot a few X-Rays of this fellow.
liake them pan shots for tissuc and morphology. Let's get a line on him
quick.,"

As the cameras clicked, the bveast glavered up the pebbles and lay
shuddering. The overpowering awareness of the Xytl made his senses reel.
As the cameras trained on him he lost control for an instant and began to
ooze through the granite gravel. In a panic he reorganized the atomic
structure of his outer tissue and lay firm once more. The fools hadn't
noticed. The beast snarled.

"I1t!'s not a sardine," the wolf objected. "Technically, that is. No
free swimming gillated pisces was ever knovwn to leave the HOFH of free will.
Naturally this is more ny department, being liorphological Biology." He bent
to pick the beast up.

1] Stop' i

The wolf turned as the Sky-lark fluttered down. "As governing.member
of this field," the Sky-lark said, "I am strongly opposed to admitting this
_speciman to our meadow. Altho I recognize the right of any departmental
chief to acquire such rcsearch specimens as he deems worthwhile, yet I ‘am
responsible for the éntire enclosure and must keep our ultimate aim in mind.

(continued on next page)
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It cannot be imperiled needlessly,.”.. . . s USSR R iy : . :

The beast' quivvered And stifled a snarl They were: talking about him, he
knew. HKe lay quietly and waited.: Agaln his nerves shook ‘as hig body screamed
for the Xytl. ‘The actinated cells of hls surface tissue foamed and moaned
with a sound of many dynamos,. ¢

"As Chief of Biology specializing in Anabolism I will take responsib11ty g
the wolf said. .

He snapped up the beast.and:swallowed. 1t. Instantly the Xytl! surrounded
and cascaded- over thé beast. He shuddered once and'screamed’at the eventual
ending of his century long wait. The heavy proton layers of his hide pround
into action. The wolf coughed and shuddered.

"Godl" He cried. "Sky-lark was rightl I... I... " He klcked convu131vely
and lay still, Within him the beast give himself up to the glorious Xytl, his
mission completed.

"I rather thought it wasn't a swrdine % the lamb said. "Looked more like
an electric cel to me."

Quictly the lamb went back to finish his drink at the spring. The crickit
went on chirping,’ the Sky-lark flew back into the heavens. And as the meadow
again took up the course of its orizinal and planned purvose, it left. the beast
within the corpse of ‘the wolf.™:

It left the beast weary and filled dlth a vague’ sense of frustration as
it prepared to wait for more and more centuries to pass. With a dism21l sense
of.bewildered helplessness it we=ited. ' y e

It da.ltedn : G2 2 °

NO MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY

. i 3 e, AR | Tt
7 . S o © .+ Malcolm Jame-124-Son a_f

And with that he- rushed upon the poor lamb ‘andas the ISP cruiser Bounty .
sailed ‘down the  spring, Commander.Bullard’ paced" ‘the bridze with barely surpress-
ed rage. Onceé 2gnrin he eyed the ship for an gxcuse to give vent to his spleen,
but 21l was disgustingly shipshape.

The port stern gimbals hungz on their aft maln trucks. The starboard-haxﬁ
sirs were neatly coiled through the main hatchway port royals. Aft of the ward-
room compensetors the crey was busily holystonlng trte powder. magazine, and
throtish the ‘middlewatch annunci~tors the breezy bosun's wbistle could be. heard
piping the chant of the leadsman.. .

! It was really ageravating to find noth1ng to ‘get angry at. Theghelmsman,
an old tno—strlper, was boxing the.compass with a companienway. Aft: of the
" main-hold stuns'ls a small saquad of. yeomen vas battening dovin the bulwarks a-
zainst the keelson marlinsoikes. Commander Bullard's eyes gleamed:with-fitful
hope whin his youngest ensicn started splicing the forward quarterdeck-to the
seventy mm. cannon bre.chlock, but the job was finished in such Navy style that
the Commander bit his.tongue with frustrated fury.
' "1f I don't find:some excuse to. let off steam," he' growled "I'll blow
higher than a gallon of H-EI"

But all was still :shipshape aboard the ISP Bounty. The water butts vib-
rated gently under the revs of the heavy duty Mark III diesel galleys.  Aloft
in the gun decks the crows- nests fluttered as the C.P.0. ran them:through an
S.0.P. with a small dash of 0.D. in the Q.M. to compensate for the S5.0.S..

The ship's bell struck the midshirran's jury-rigged hawser cable with a smart
Heave-Ho and the crew broke out the chanteys and threaded them through the
(continued on next page)
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;capstan spars with a Bowditch.

At 'that moment, abaft of the Bounty's mein stateroom skys'l, Commander
Bullard-sighted a small lamb on the starboard quarter, and a sccond later
his junlor watch-mate hailed a large wolf ten pointg off the port rudder,
As Commander Bullard watched, the wolf leaped for the lamb just. in time to
smash his head against the gleaming stecel plates of the hull.

Commander Bullard's eyes glowed thankfully. "Avast there!! he howled
from the dbridge. "Port your helml' Rig your scuttlebutts, you blistered
crab of a three-decker, hash-striped, gravy-eyed, bilge-headed, crimp-lesged,
lidbber-brained, pot-rasslin sea-cooklJdi"

The ISP cruiser Bounty stood down the stream, continuinn her voyage.
On the port side she left a very dead wolf with a shattered head. On the
‘starboard, a ouiet lamb, demurely sipping from the spring. 0On her bridge
she carriecd a peaceful, swcet-tempered Commander once more.

» * *

And now, for the finish of this tale, wec reproduée the cquivalent of
Page 33 of 'Astounding ScienceFiction' for August 4567.

THE ANALYTICAL LABORATORY
story rat1ngs for the l'ay issue show a remarkable phenomenon £or the first

time since the Lab started, I believe, there has been an alnqstfcbmplete un-—
animity.in rating not onl--the first, but the first two stor}eé.__They stand:

Place Story .Author Points
il 1f This Don't Stop Robert Hein-111Lein " 2.08
2. The Red Destroyer A. E. Van-100-Vogt - 3450
3(' No lutiny On the Bounty Malcolm Jame-124~-Son 4,3
4, A Fable Demetrios Ae-369-Sop 7,993 *

* Bditor's Note: -The furor created by the odd claim of reader Demetrios
Ae-369~-Sop resulted in our decision to include his story with those of the
professionals in the regular balloting, with the sad result you see here.
‘To' ry- mind it proves for once and for all _that the. talented arpteur is not
even in the running with the professional ‘writer. \

. Re¥ders may rechll that Ae-369-Sop submitted his entry with the claim
that it yes not ‘an original but rather the original stq;pnendlng which had
been’ handed dovm-to the. family by the orlglnnl Ausop, i8S, who, it vas claimed,
_‘first wrotd-the fable of’thé #olf and the.lamb, iif
P . Ke=360-Sou: may rank last in the Analytlcal gabor1t6ry balfoting, but
i thlnk we'll all agree that he rates flrst prize for Probah]ﬁty Zerod

o
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EXPERIMENTS IN CLAIRVOYANCE
By ;
GERALD FEINBERG

After reading "The Humanoids" by Jack Williamson, I decided
that a psi% canacity was a valuable attribute to have, Therefore
I started a series of experiments to determine the extent of my
powers, (if any)e The prodedure that I used was a modification of
the card guessing method origlndted by Dr, Rhine at Duke University,
and..went as follows:

I shuffled a deck of regular playing cards and layed them
face down on a table, I.then recorded 52 guesses as to the color
of - the cards,. (red or black)e I then checked my guésses againatt
the deck., A1l together, 201 runs of 52 trys cach were made, giving
10452 attcempts, Of these, 5953 gucsses were correct, and 4999 were
incorrect., This is a decviation of 227 from mean expectation. The
longcst run of corrcct guesses was 16; the odds against this occur-
ence of wiicia in such a series of trics is about 100-1, Also recor-
ded 7crce a saccession of 22 out of 24 correct, against which the
odds are 400-1,

Having done the experiments, I then attcmpted to analyse

them statistically, The mcthod usced is based on the standard devi-
ation which 1is.cqual toWN,P,q, where N egquals the number of tries,
P the probaRility of a succcss, and @ -the probability of a failure,
Substituting thc known valucs we find the standard deviation to be

51, Since thc total deviation was 227 we can scc that the true
was 4,5 times the standard decviation, By consulting the table,
i1t . may be found that the chances of this occurring without an ex-
ternal factor such as E. 8. P. interfering arc on the order of
1/50000, At the Puke parapsychological laboratorics probablilities
of 1/10 20 grc often attained, this is not an oxtraordlnary akhicve~-
ment, but at lcast it gives an indication that uxtra- cnsory percepel:
tion might be opcrating,

The recaults of thesc teéste must beadded to the ever growing
‘supply of ewvidenece for E,S,P, I am now planning tests .for tcle-
- pathy and psychoekincsis., Any significant results w1ll be reported in
" ,futurc issuuss of ZTAOIN SHRDLU. : ;,;::;f,f

% Psi-Psychic - P\,rtainlng to the mind., In this casc it is

referred to the little-known-about capacitics of the mind for
telepathy, clairvoyance, telekincsis, the action of the mind on

- matter, anq,QLher abllities, h#¥
| DOA(T:Q/‘% 7IC fWERS

THE END -
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MILTON SPAHN.
"PRESENTS
THE PRICE OF FANTASY .

This 1s a new departure in the field of science fiction,
wedrd stories, and fantasy tales. It gives the prices of over
2,000+different books as listed in the catalogs of publishers
and book dealers-in the last five years. _

Fasy to rcad, too! Items are'arranged alphabatically

by authors. Prices of first editions as well as others are
included.

MANY BOOKS NOT COVERED BY BLEILER

”HANDZ! Can be carried in the pockét when out browsing.

- SAVINGS! . No nced to overpay when the price of .any item is
T Ay ok - plainly listed, and can be consulted at a glance.

The PRICE QF FANTASY is $1.50. It will be published on or
about February 1, 1950. =%OWEVEE,all orders recegived now will
be accepted at the special pre-publication rate of $1.00 per
.COPY. '

' THE PRICE OF FANTASY

PRE~PUBLICATION OFFER--- $1.00

 Spé¢ial'disc§pnts.iq'dqalers when ordered in quantity

HEETUThA pilv . MILTON SPAHN
o ovahia s TR 1337 Wérriam Ave.
Bronx 52, N. Y.

”Wfiﬁé for ScienceiFiction'C§talog #3. Out now and Free!
Advertisement g g - ' Advetisement
. PLEASE MENTION ' ETAOIN SHRDLU WHEN ANSWERING ADVERTISEMENTS
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A STORY FOR THE PULPS--HOW TO WRITE SCIENCE FICTION
by Morton Sternheim

Lesson One

—— o — — — — p— — — — o e o g e et awms s e S mmmm S e e mem e o e a4

Our policy has been to encourage aspiring science
fiction authors by giving them advice and help. In the last
issue of ETACIN SHRDLU, a professional writer gave valuable
rules for writing a science fiction story,("An Interview with
Alfred Bester Dec-1949).

We know that many of our readers have good ideas for
stories, but dont't know how to develop them. Therefore
we are publishing this "plot guide", which permits you to
write a story by merely filling in the blank spaces with the
appropriate words.

(wey rd name) knelt before the sacred
(brain, crystal eye, machine,etc).A shimmering glow
emanated from everywhere and nowhere, which hurt the eyes with
its brilliance.

"Oh (several adjectives: sacred, omniscient, benevolent
etc.) : one, you have sent for me?" asked (weird name)

"Yes, I have sent for you." answered the _(several adj-
ectived: deep, mechanical, etc.) voice. "You have broken
the (several adjectives: holy, ancient, ete) law", said .
the (several adjectives: sacred, magnificent, etc)

(brain, crystal eye, machine, etc.) 2 2

(weird name mentioned before)  quaked with fear. If
the (several adjectives: allpoweriul, etc) one had dis-
covered that he had (something unbel igdvably - horrible or
fantastic--an excelent opportunity for originality) all
would be lost.

The (several adjectives) (brain, crystal, etc)
continued, "You have (same unbelievably horrible thing as
before) , therefore you must pay the penalty. You have
vour choice between reading the 827 volumes of the (title
of history books) by (some odd name) , wnich deals with
the history and philosophy of the (several adjectives:
all knowing, etc.) (brain, machine, etc.) , or being
thrown into the pool." Thc  (several adjectives)

(crystal eye, machine, etc.) pointed to a pool whose
surface was a kaleldoscope of colors, and which was intensely
radioactive, and yet wus the source of life for the some
sort of monster) which dwelt in it. "Or else, vyou _ (here
you can show what a goulish inmuagination you have) ."

"0h, thank you, oh (several adjectives:all-loving,
ete) for your (wisdom, mercy, etc) . Thank you for
only punishing me by (tazke your choice- use your imagin-
ationi__. (CONTINUED ON PAGE 29)
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THi BROADCASTING OF POWER
by
SIGURD LARSsHN

et e St emm e e e e g S iy e Seed Sed em  as e s s Sma S S s e Smm el e W ew em e

We could have broadcast * power forty-nine years agol! Yes, in
that year Nicholas Tesla, one of the greatest geniuses this world
has ever known, devised a means of broadcasting power on an unlim-
ited scale with an efficiency nf ovser 95%. World shaling though it
was, the practice of broadcasting power was .never adopted for reason
nf its great success., Power could be recieved the world over as
easily as from one's own back porch, Anybody could tap the almost
infinite power supply. No one could tax or lay a fee upen the power.
The power would be freei who could be fool enough to invest in power
plants and pay their operating cosbs if never to see any money com-
ing back, let alone profits., Nowadays the situation is still worse,
Could you see America brcadcasting power which Russia could recieve?
Could you sce Russia doing the same for us? Someday, perhaps, when
all our petty bickerings are over, an International Power Commission
could be set up and power be made avVailable free of charge to all.
The technological aspeots of the question have been solved; the dis-
coveries and the work of great men lie at our feet. Let us be wise
enough not tc destroy purselves, but to use 2ur energy in more con-
structive veins,

Errn in 1856 and dead in 1943, dicholasa Tesla was nne of the
few people who can be said to have been of really superior intellect,
.Like a beacon on the path ~f progress, this man ,” frrty years or
morc ago, designed a broudcasting system to interlink the world in
“music and communications, invented a workable electric lamp, generated
.. X=rays nf enrrmsus power before Roentgen, invented the entire technique
far polyphase A.C., our "modern " mcthod of transporting electric
“power over wires, and constructed the first induction motor; he alsc
used vacuum tubes before de Forest had invented the grid,and, among-
a million other things (including causing an msathqualke in lower Man-
kattan) he created a method 46 broadcast electric power te the cone
fines of the glnbe, ‘ : S -

- Tesla found the Zarth tn be a highly charged body, On the..
third day ~f July, 1899, Tesla discovered that this electrie poten-
tial could be varied, thus producing stationary waves. Impogsible as
it seemed, this planct, despite its vast extent, could be made to
. break into an nscillatory mevement, just like water in a bathtub,

The darth actually behaves like a conductcr of limited dimensions.
If the. freguency. of resonancc: is reached, gigantic things can take
place. This phenomenum hapbened, or rather, was made to happen as
a result of Tesla's experiments, At about 150 kiloeycles the sarth
behaves like an elecctrical resonant unit, '

.........

of cnergy at any other point., The losses would be the same regardless
of the distance from th: transmitter. The range, of course, would be
equal to .the extent of the bank, in this case, of the Edrth.

: 'Thgg it .was that in 1900, Tesla broadcasted thirteen norsepowed
over a distarce of twenty-six miles. i o ek TR

(MORE)


before.de

ETAOIN SHRDLU " PAun =zc
Tz BROADCASTING OF POWwR (CONT) R

The power can be tapped by a simple procedure. A condenser
and a coll having a combined resonant frequency of about 130 kile~
cycles arc connected in series with a ground and a piece of wire stick-
ing up. Since the voltage is too high %or practical use (In Tesla's
system the voltage reached an unholy 135,000 OOO) the coil must be
made the primary of a transformer.

Tesla started to construct a plant at Niagara Falls to broad-
cast 10,000 horsepower., However he was forced to stop because of
financial difficultics.

Tc conclude, I repcat what I said at the beginning of this art-
icles-We have the means to broadcast power, Only arguments among
ourselves and short-sighted cons1d°rat10ns prevent it from being
adcepted at the present time,

Shall we wait longcr?

.Bibliography: "The Life of Nicholas Tesla, Prodigal Genius"
by O0'neill
THE BND

aDVIRTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT
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THE INSURGEINT F4NZINE
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Alp=

T™is is $t-the most talked-about fanzine of 8ll time, ack-
.erman hates 1t, The LaSFS winces at the name, sincére fans rage at
it~~~But nobody does anything about 1it, thmy feel that 1f they ignore

it, i1t ¢herefore ceases to exlst, Isn t that logic&ﬁ????????”

Bob Tucker calils it, "36 pages of pure gold"

Material by Francis T, Laney, Cyrus B, Conda, Roger P.Graha,
Art Arlawi Widner, Stanley Stibbard, Charles W, Rotsler, ®harles
Burbes, How can a mag go wrong with writebs and artists 1iks
that? It can't; it didn't!

A few copies of # 3,(earlier issues out of print), are still
avallable at 20¢ per cooy from CHaRLES BHEBEE, 7429 Riverton 4ve,,
Sun Valley, C.ﬂllfornia...............-.._..oa_o-.o-.o.........o-.-

HEY RELADIRS——~~~ :
You want the results of our science fiction podl?
You do , well why havnt you send in your question sheet filled out,
GET IT IN NOW, NO NOT TOMCRROW, OR THIS EVENING, BUT NOW,RIGHT NOW
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L= TTTLERS O THIE
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Editor, "ATAOIY SHRDLU" htg ‘£[>| (:j;>

PN - e 0
Deor Sir:

F 3
I liked vour flrst edltlon of METAQOIN SHEDIU® very much.
The crticles were interesting, end I thought the fiction wee very
intercsting. 'ith 2ll cue modesty, I enjoyed the interview of
myself most of &ll.

lostlr, I annrecicte the pnirit behind the mi:gezine...

that of the editors ond the recders. Vhen I think of what &
szchlub I wee at your cge, I'm imnres:red by the industry ond
enternrice...not to sy intelli@cnce...‘of the coming generction.

. 4211 I con say ist. Heer the megezine going.: ald don't thlnk
that ST is the end. It's only the beginning.

kiost Gincerely,
(signed) LITRD BAsT R

— At mmm G e e G e RS st S S e S Sem SR S gee ew mmm mn Tt e e mm G Gl s wmm e G S ey W e

" MINITHRU BLDG. e
5400 T’'ieldstone Rd.
DC”Yt- l‘l—F

: . 3 [ Tel. X19-7316

Comrzde ‘Stenhen Teller (D.D.S. C.0.D. W. Toile D.H.S5.8, )

"BUSTIT S8 Iikd..Gllt MiT.L0IN SHIDLIUY :

18, H 60}&).’ I\“O-L. 3 '

c/o Dent J . , ' 't
I-Ref meg urnamed. Correct downright

1)P 4 ncrus un, 2~-ldsen. : '
2)P24 24 ;' 4. Refs unmerson. Rewrite. Upgub
"ntefllln’ A : L :

II Unlost : :

l)‘(rvpbgvlfc" but RID ""'NNJ

IIT Guests i

1)‘%0, whet Lodger? Check, . Ungood ide= cntl B.J.

IV Investigete -

1)P 24 Ad 10--Sounds ¢nti B.B. worl. Check. It
no ens., ref Thought Police. Tell MNiniluv.

2)P 24 Ad 7=~ Soundg anti uork. : Rewrite. Selfwotch
better ante nextl ] e '

V Ref meg. Try clecr tyne antenext nrlnt Ungood mimeo.

Dent. Observetion, 41-F
(signed) PETIR ODENW

(EDITORS NOTE#¥ No comment.) : %
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LETTERS TG THE EDITOR (CONT)

s

EDITOR “ TnOIN SHRDLU"
BEe e ISisTs:

Thanks for the first issue of Etaoin Shrdlu, which I £ind
very interesting indeed., It's & really good first issus, f wh:-rz,

Cordially
(signed)Groff Conklin

BEditor,"Etaoin Shrudlu"
Dear Sir:

"Etaoin .hrdlu" is the best fanzine that I ever read.
Praise 'is che¢ap, and I particularly liked the article on "Stellar
Distanccs" by one G, Feinberg, who sounds like an intelligent
fellow,

However, in the interests of hearing all the sides of a
question, I would likec to come to the defengs of science fictlon
against the "well aimed thrusts" of Mr, Alfred Bester, once a SF
writer, and now seemingly a traitor against what was once a sourze
of revenue, lMr. Bester's first point against SF is the supposaed
"stealing" of the plots from the "classical"™ writers. He then pro-
ceeds to refute nig own statement by saying that "Kuitncer dcxe’oped
nsychiatry and the mind and van Vogt and Heinlein introduced 'Cj%ﬁ&g
té soipnce fiction", How about Asimov's psycho-history and Cimak's-
city series? Waich classical writers wrotc about ideas such as “%hese?

ire Bester next says "SF is a stopover from the boticm to
the top", then he says that you go "from Heinlein to Huxley"®", etzs,
To "prove" this, he states thalt "“SF is based on speculation alcnie®,
iell, the atomic bomb, rockets, bazookas, satalite stations, and
soon interplanetery travel, are hardly speculation, Finally, ur,
Bester slaps Robert “einlein by saying that " 'Solution Unsatisfact-
ory' ignorcs all cconomic and social factors," Blegket stateimsahs
like these are very casy to make, but lir, Bester might have given
some illustrations of his point,

All in all, I think Mr, Bester's comments on SF as a wnhole
arc hardly to be accepted as a valuable criticism, but rather as a
nure opinion, and opinion based largé¢ly on érroncous assumpticns,

Sincerely yours,
(signed) Gary Feinberg

EDITORS NOTE ~- The rest of the editorial staff 4g. in violont
disagrecment with the part of this letter concerned with lr., Bester's
intervicw, 7¢ feel though, that lipr, Feinberg has a righv 1o his opin-
ions, so wc arc printing nis letter,

(MORE.)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (CONT.)

BUSINESS MANAGER

"Etaoin Shrdlu"

Dear Mr. Tz2ller: )
Congratulations on your connection with "Etao;n Shrdlu',

and especially on your collaborated article with Milton Stern-

hein. (Pardon me, I man Morton Sternheim..Who ever heard of . .

the name Wilton?). May I suggest an interview of this kind

in every issue. _

In re your article on "Astounding", Street and Smith .
publish many magazines, and a publishing house thus en-
gaged favor well-known '"names" to “enhance the purchasing
nower of their output. Quality declines, for authors do
not put out their best efforts when uny effort will be pub-
lished. Conmpare the downgrade in fiAmazing", for instance.
(P.S. I'm still buying "Astounding?) '

Agein wishing you success on your new venture,
cordially, :
(signed) Milton Spahn

EDITOR'S HOTE-- Thank you Mr. Spahn for the letter, the praise,
and the ad. : P

A STORY FOR THE, PULPS (CONT. FROM PAGE 24)

(EDITOR'S NOTE--.We will place in ‘our circular file any
nanuscripts similar to this, since_nany professional writers,
and a few prozines, already specialize in this sort of thing,
and we cannot hope to compéte with them.)
-THE EDND #*
A new science fiction epic is being produced in Holly-
wood now, according to an article in the New York Herald
Tribune. Producer Georgc Pal is in the process of making a
semi-documentary film cntitled "Destination Moon'. It will
concern itself with what a trip to the moon would be like.
Mr. Pal is trying, in his own words, '"to be as scientifically’
correct as possibler, '

A £25,000 rocket ship is being built for the film. It
looks somewhat like an oversized bird cage, a2nd can be revolved
in any dircctiocn. Mr. Pal says, "We couldn't have the actors
floating around the sct, so we're huving the set float around
them". What with the revolving set, rubber suction cups, and =
steel wire, the sections of the film concerned with the "frece
fall" area should be very interesting and realistic.

The famous astronomical illustrator Chesley Bonestell i
»lenning the moon scts, so they have to be good. =

How about it, fen? When this picture comes.to your city,
go and see it and take your friends. If we can show that STF
Qlctures can make nmoney, Hollywood will jroduce more of then.

STEPHEN TALLER
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comniled by

__ETAQIN SHRDLU

LRY FEINBERG

Vie know. that this 1list is very sketcliy ¢nd- incomplete. If
you hive eny additions or correctiongs, plecse send them to us, and

we shall be very glec
Real ncme in_GAPITOLL, nseudonong™ in_smell nrint.

HENRY KUTﬂﬂﬂl
Lewis Pedgett:
Keith Hgmmond
Lawrence O Donnell
Will Garth

Fudson Heastings
Poul Edmonde

L. RON HURB.FD
Rene Lafayette

to nublich them.

VITL F. JEIKINS
Murray Leinster
F. Scott Pitzgereald

- ROBIURT -IEINLEIN

Iyle Yonroe. .
Caleb Saunders
John Riverside
inson licDonzld

ERIC T I1E BrLL
John Teine

E.E. SHITH Ph.,D
James Schmitz

GEORGE 0., SMITE
Wesley Long

R.Se RICHARDSOL:
Philiv ILathem

JOHN V. C.IFPBZILL

Don 4, Stuart

easall |

GRO™? COIKLII is Duttlng out hig firet anthology since
"THE TRL.SURY OF SCIDNCE TFICTIOL", Next TFebuary, The Garden
City Tublishing Co. will issue in it s "Perma-Book® series "THI
GALAXY O7 LCILNCE FICTIOW! edited by GROFF CONKLII

.The mnocket book will contain the following stories:

v, CHILL IS CRYIIGY by John D iiacDoneald

it UIS.CUSTOBI®L" . by llaxgret St. Cleixr

nOHS LIS AL WOILXK O FROTTISSOR IUNTZY by Murrey Leinster
WIS APFLEDIY JID TIE STECT..CLESY by Ililes J Brouer M.D.
"DEATH TROI: -H. ST:RS" by Bey Bradbury

0'THE, U KTas. ES saBar, ¥ BiasTl by Theadore Sturgeon

ATIE, XILC OF THL. Glu.. ST.Chg! by «e Howley EHilligrd

MTH LIVIVG G.AI.XY" by Lawrence linning

1 Pl CnlfC € 073" by w.ll. Forester

WEASY w3 .o Bo C.ﬂ by Ruuyurc Kinling

"TES DTRE LTCT“ by Williem ‘Tone odgson

WTHR EINGS A ITEI M by futhor C. Clarke

P.S. Weteh for & new:'full sized cntrology, to be celled "THD
BIG BOO:{ OF SCILNCI FICTIOr®, which will be ecited by
GROTT COIKIIN, and contein ebout 50 stories.
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DUE TO CODITIONS BEYOND OUR CONTROL
by
BEZRA SEAHN

ilany articles have been written on the subject of faster-than-lizht
Mdrives", yet little consideration is given to the all-important; the meth-
od by which the first passengers in one of these super space ships shall
return to Karth. : =

It is a rather well known fact that by traveling faster than light one
goes into the past. However, for those who are dubious, it can be logic=
ally »roved this way. Supposec we select a star a fairly short distance a-
way from Earth. If a2 beam of light and a space ship traveling faster than
lizht start at the same time for that star, it is obvious that the space
ship will arrive first. If a passenzer on that space ship were to look
back towards Earth on the instant of his arrival, he would not see the Zarth
he left, but one that he vas on a short time before his ship toolz offs There-
fore, if he wvere to return at the same speed, in excess of 186,000 miles per
second, he might reach Earth before he left. (At this point there would be
two of the exact same people, sare backrounds and previous environments, a
perfect setting for psychological and genetic tests.) If our passenger has
arrived back.on Earth before he took off, he has to have gone backwards in
time, in cther words, he has zore into the past.

Novw: that we have established that gzoing faster than lisht will take one
into the past, we ask ourselves, "Is faster—than-light travel practical?”
(We have becn assuming that it is possible. For a review of faster-than~
lisht drives, see "Forbidden" by Sizurd Larsen in Volume I, Number 1, of
WETACIH SHRDLUY pare 21.) Obviously for extended trips it is not. I say
obviously because, from our previous discussion, we have concluded that trav-
eling faster than light will take us back in time. On an extended trip we
would probably zo far enouglh back to be in an age that existed before the in-
vention of 2 faster-than~light drive. As soon as we reached this roint it
would be impos<ible to travel at that speeds We would have to wait in mid~
space until there was enough time in baclkk of us to permit another spurt of
faster-than-light velocity.

Zven if one wishes to ignore the above argument, there is another that
makxes faster-than-light travel irpractical. It is this: after a nice trip
to Sirus, one of the planets, or some yet undiscovered star, (naturally
traveling faster than lisght) we would have to return to Earth. Continuing at
the same speed we would in all probability land in the past, either recent or
distant. How would it be possible to get into the future wence we came? By
traveling slower than light we would eventually arrive there, but by then
our civilization ould have proaressed an equal amount of years, Is it poss-
ible that the slower vwe travel the faster we move into the future? If so,
is it possible to trsvel at a minus speed so that we will arrive at the
future while it's still there?

‘These are the arguments offered a~ainst the practicability of faster~
than-light travel, and unless the guestions asked can be answered by a new
zeneration of scientists, faster-than-light travel will rerain a subject for

hought only, not practicable due to conditions beyond our control,

THE END
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WVHY focl with: electricity?? Join the I1.D.VW, =-- Fight
WVHEE vou cen get & seetee shock?  for our rights. Send for mem-
Small convenient cé&n be cerried bervbjn blenks an¢ information.
in eny class I3 snméce cruiser. Internetionel Deros of the VWorld
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ENTER THIS GRTZAT CONTEST NOVW ~=- Just finisk this sen ence in
25 Vlords Of 1853 "I HJLTI 'ET.AOII‘ SI'IR:DLU' BLCAU.J..J.Q.V.

Nowy isn't thet easy.,.. No money .. Ilo boxtops, Just fill
out the officizl entry blank below, ené give or send it to the
Busgiress llanager, Stenhen Taller, or any other member of the
society

AND LOOK AT THE BIG FRIZESEILLE -

FIRST PRIZE**%¥%4 life long subscrintion to "Etzoin Shrdlu", and
& cony of'Unknovm Vorlds 1948',

SECOND PRIZE*¥.,. life long subscrintion to #ATLOIN SHRDIU®

THIRD PRIZE**%4i life long subscrintion to “ETLOILT SHRDIUM

All entries must be in by midnight, Febuary 15, 1850,
11l entries become the nronerty of the Society-.-ané none will
be returned. Decisions of the judges will be-final.

THE ,IES OF THX VINIIRS A THIIN VIFLING ENTRIES WILL 24
PRINTED Ii7 TPl NIXT ISSUs OF “ITAOIL SHRDLUY

NAME ST
STEEET _ _ ___ """ -m—mm- PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT
gy - o e PL.INLY

¢ L R e e R

SYSTEIL SEWD I IN NOW!}

— S N OGS s et Smm S wmn S S G s e ses  mm ma

I I'L Th ETI OI:N‘ STH.?.DLU B Cl;U.J..:o.oo.
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Vi ! . | YOU CiN TMPROVE THIS FANZINE] !
: : A : i 1 ' !
IR N ) 1~‘ : N T A t'El -
We need cash; you have .cash (presumasbly); you want ads (we hope)
Al CE O,

You give us césh; wé_give you ads; and eyer;bﬂdy'é happy

Take ad-vantage of our almost unbelievable ad rotes.

Send all copy to: %> . Bteve Taller

: o ©ditor,$TIOIN SHRDLU
(vo.2nd momney) 40 "est 77 Street dpt. 2F

New York 24, New York
4% ad . rates % -
HISELLY - CLASSIFIED-

Tull page......;l 00 1/2 ¢ a word filp to fifty words
1/2 pegé......50.60. .
1/4 oege......%o 557 1/3 ¢ a word from fifty words
1/8 D2ZC.essas 020 = Up
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n"d"rf’r?:i‘.l‘-h’.ﬁ’;f)fd PR IR R R R e R R n'll‘.:‘"‘d’n Wi wdw it agrad fatedlindRe?

ET40IN SERDLU
L0 West 77 Street Ant 2F
New York 24, N.Y.
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