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TERRYOVERTON, of 107 Thom-s Strect, Abcriridwr, Cordiff, Glom:

"A long timc ogo I wrotc a story; it was o very bad story, in fact the worst
T hove cver writtcen. In o misguided moment I sent it off to o fon mag. This
collapscd beforc the next issuc; my story was (in my ignorancc I supposcd) dostroyed
or put away. But no, a farmeg cditor freidn of minc hos just given me.some of its
history. This ~ this disgrace to 8-F =~ this - words fail me - scems to have gone
wandering round Britain & goodncss knows how many fon rags have folded up at its
'approaoh, L S~F fan reotired (but this, I think I moy assume, was not dircctly couscd
by my story) and ot last it rcachcd my cditor pal, I now hove some hopes of getting
it back, as hc is (of coursc) short of material, at lcast for o re-writc in vhica 1

sh:ll probably put o completcly new story in its place. il I would like o
corrcspondent who must be cxtremely intorcsted in seicnce to toke up battle on somcthing
or othcr: sy, the conditicns to be expected in hypor-space. EEA R Ps: Thot

heppencd to De Tobstor's Part 2 of the "Road to Fame"? Have you the IS or stenells?
If so, what will you take for them?"
T PRIAT THIS as a drendful worning of the conditions attached to fon publishing. AJL
not at present concerncd with it should remain so.
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T HAVE JUST (230 poms 17/9/41) rcccived the usual bourgeois box comtaining the usual
bourgcois crumb of wedding colkc (in napkin) from the "J.F.Burke's of 50 Thingwall Hall
Drive, Livcrpool 14", This is so complctcly mystifying that T refrain from comment
at prescnt. The obvious solution would scem to be that John and Joan have cntered
holy wedlock, in which casec I offer my congratuloatory hopes for their futurc hoppi-
ncss and success. But morc, maybe, onon,
3
RUSSELL CHAUVENET and I, hitting on the idea of air mnil corrcspondence simltancously,
arc still out of dircet touch, our letters apparently passing in opposite Clippers.
Russcll rcemarks: "] connob stand this business efihaving the verdamt Doutschlanders
intcrferc with our corrcspondence o.s they have been doing! Conscquently I have hit
upon thc plan of trying to rcach you via Clipper planc and Lisbon, tims rendering it
unlikcly that this lctter, like somec of its predcecssors ond only too many of yours,
will scrve no other purposc than the amuscment of sundry denizens of the doop, #sws
Sinec T beceame 21 last Fobruary, I had to register for the draft July lst, and my
rmumber was callcd carly this month. But becausc of my deafness I vias automatically
put into Class 4F, "totally unfit for any form of military scrvicc. " If I had not
been deaf T would hove cnlisted in the navy in prefercncc to being draftcd into the
' army, but aftcr the curious custom of our racc, only the physically perfcet speeimens
arc cligiblec to be killed in armed combat, #¥##% Onc rccent minor accomplishment of
mine was winning tho titlc of Southern Chess Champion ot o tournament in Atlanta
Georgia, ***¥% TIf therc vas o July Fido, it vias sunk--the first such casualty, since
I got it cvery month from Feb. to Junc. But the July issuc has just arrived, includ-
ing your PAN DANCE (ncat title!).  Amon to your remoarks ancnt the 0ld Guard, 'ell do
I remember my "reoring'on sf,, and it is only too truc that I rcarcd mysclf on the
stuff. (I'vealvays thought stf. morc likely as an abbreviation for stuff than e, T
igg‘gtgxﬁ dbg n%arbﬁ.%cdl»-{g:}rcol.n a.fhctcmoon at thc age of 10-12-14 vas spont on my stomach
Smith epios, Tills 8 scyhere, I}op:.mg ago.n;nst discovery, the whiles I perusod ¢
. ’ domson sogos and thé like,. 4nd I, also, havo found mysclf with o
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2/ waning intcrest in the pros. It would be difficult to maintnin that I enjoycd
more than onc or twe storics in the last two Astoundingsond Unknowns, I read the famed
"Palos of the Dog Stor Pack!" in FFM and wos shocked to discover that Polos, ‘nstcad of
being o character, is merely a planct (of Sirius) on vhich the action takcs rlacc. The
plot is too, too fomijiar: the villain, poor fellow, is vilely slandercd. by the cuthor
and given little if any chance. That was onc of the things I liked about “Typcwriter in
the Sky'. It gove us the villain's point of view, cven if it had to makc the villain o
hero to do it., If DuQucsne had been the weak-knced pushover the villein of pPalos is,
the Skylorks would never have won such famc. I like to sce my tcom win by 14-13 or
10-7; if thcy scorc o 66-0 victory I om bored. *¥%#% As T startcd out to say, I now
find that I om morc interested in the fans--or, to put it morc accurately, ccriain of
tho fans--thom in the Piction, and thus I qualify ncatly as o fan dancor, s T
approve of your rcmarks upon your philosophy. I om perfectly wicll awarc that at the
present time I have o considerable rumber of contradictory and inconsistent ideas, but
this docs not disturb mc in the least. I rcalisc that my ideas o yecar ago, and cspeci-
2117 two or threc ycors ogo, vierc in o far morc chootic condition thon is now the casc,
and T om content to await the slow action of futurc cvents. It's not unlike scparating
out orystols with a ccntrifuge. Timc is my centrifuge. /A philoseophy too carly is an
affcctation; o philosophy too late a tragcdy. Timc is my ccntrifuge. Title for_' fa
novel, John,/ ®*¥%%% Conccrning Amcrican Melange-=I ncver can like that confoundcd
British sys-‘E'cm of allowing thce doy mmber to preccde thce month rumber. Thus, 25-4-41,
instcad of 4-25-41, the almost universal systcm over here. nd the differencc can
lond to confusion, as with such datcs as 7-8-41 vherce the intcrpretation could be
Julv 8th (Amcrican) or August 7th (British). he objoction has been cncountered
before, It is suroly an cxpression of the strong romanticiam lotent in Americans that
they should prefer the illogicol coursc of putting the monthl'l?cforo the doy. Tho.dz?y,
after all, is the more immediatc ond pressing concern. A nation of shopkeepers might be
expected to appreciate this point more than a nation of.‘ ploneers_.j wscesd T would 'bet
delighted to annoy Medmrst, if you could initiate me into a few c_:f the approved methods.
Drawing the fangs of Smith sounds a more dangerous game, 'but my pioneer blood }.za.a nu.::'t
all evaporated; I will teke a fling at that, tc_)o, if supplied Wlth.mlta’i?le direclkions
for the operation! /The support is welcome. Smith threatens a combined Dick-Don effort
Toad! /M .
E;HSU%“ET]-C%I&I%%Y writes: "Re your discussion on misic. Since joining the circle of SF
fans 1 have been regularly corresponding with Jack Banks of Eastbourne ancl_have a'.!.so
met a8 local fan Tom Hughes, Now it is a coimcidence that we all three besides being
SF fans are also all very fond of classical masic - ‘.-:-’agner, Beethoven, Bach & Co.
Perhaps you could conduct a little social research via Fan Dance,‘_ as to the E:onnectlon
T would hagard that the two diversions had a mutual root, kiR .Illlr_you z}da me to
those who voice their disapproval of your remarks at the tol? of'.pa.ge Se Firstly you
romazle thet ®eivilised” music is concerned more with passiviam in the listeners ’char; o
with actual participation therein, Of ocourse I conoede that_there_ma.y be more phys ;
participation in jazz but surely to appreciate classical.mlsn.c it is not enough merely
to listen to certain sounds end find a pleasant titillation of the senses therein. /And
again I cannot agree that it is adequate compensation ‘to have ten"b:unes.the mber of
people concerned with ephemeral culture rother than a few possessing major genius.
Quantity can never replace quality. One Christ is worth a thousand lay preachers; _
Shakespears carnot be replaced by a million Sidney Horlers. A thox}sand'may'dabble.ln
astronﬂomy and physics bui what progress would be made without "chg 1]:lumlnatmg. genius
of a Newton or Einstein to see beyond the corner? & J_".‘?ith regard to jazz, my'pomt
really was that classical music is mimtely orchestratc::d; the :'Enstrumeni.:alls't mist )
interpret, as he can, the spirit of the original musician. In jazz the instrumentalist
creates on the base provided by the musician, Nor is Ellir_lg‘con_to Bach the same as
Horler to Shakesgpeare. And onec presumes, anyvway, that genius will always out, .
THIS IS POSSIBLY the last Fan Dance. I don't know, I just don't guarantee more.
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