












































Those Critical Standards

Stewart Kemble

"That such things as critical standards serve a
useful funciion has often been demonstrated; that
those that exist for literature in general are in-
adequate to the resolving of the 1ssues science
fiction presents 1s, I think, undeniable."l

Why should sclence fictlon have a special set of rules by which
to judge its merlt? Within 1ts own particutar form, science fiction
presents no more problems or "issues" than any other genre of lit-
erature such as the detectlve story, the western, the historical
novel, or the gothic tale. Sclence filction is merely another type
of 11terature. And as such it should be considered by the same cri-
teria applied to all writing.

The problem is not to find new standards for sciehce fiction,
but rather to make sclence fiction meet the critical tests whereby
all other literature 1is judged. Here 1s the crux of the problem.
The majority of sclence fiction, fantasy, and supernatural horror
storlies do not stand up under criticsl analysis! The angwer to this
1s simple. Readers of imaginative literature do not have the back-
ground and reading knowledge of other forms of literature - such as
poetry, plays, essays, novels - from which to form a comparison.
Consequently they cannot recognize the poor quality of a great desal
of our sclence fiction today.

In all branches of literary activity there are no more ardent
readers and collectors than those of science fiction. Certainly
such enthusiasts can do much for thelr favorite literature by making
a concentrated effort to ralse the general level of science filction
higher than 1t has yet reached, even with the vast strides it has
made in post-war years. It 1s time to examine sclence fiction with
a critical eye and find out why it does not meet exiasting literary
standards.

There are five ‘questions every reader should ask himself when
reading any plece of 1literature {(or examining any work of art for
that matter). These are:

1. 1Is this work intellectually sstisfying?

2. Is this work emotionally satisfying?

3., What is the importance of thils work today?

4. What was the importance of this work when first

offered to the public?

5. Does the author know the technique of his craft?
a. Style. b. Plot. c. Atmosphere -
d. ‘Characterization. e. Description

Questions one and two can be applied by themselves and unless
8 nice Dbalance of both elements is present 1t 1s likely that the
work under consideration will be of average, or less merit. It is
obvious that a story may be emotionally plausible but intellectually
unpalatable and vice versa. Think of this next time you read a Mer-
ritt or a Lovecraft. Compare a Heinlein novel with a Burroughs op-
us; or a Clarke novel with a Smith congiomeration.

The third and fourth questions can be bypassed. But it is al-
ways Inveresiving to see 1f an 1imaginative story haa politicsl or
religlious overtones motivated by some incident or condition preval-

1 the editor, Fantasy Advertiser, V (Septembef 1951), 3.
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D. Harding, 563 Sherbrooke St., Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

Note: American bills accepted. When making inquiries enclose 3¢

stamp for reply. On every $5 order 10% discount given.

Treves, Sir F. - The Elephant Man, etc., 1lst, fine . .
benson, R. H. - The Light Invislble, etc., N.D., exc .
Fortune, Dion - The Vinged Bull, 1st, fine in d/w. . .
" " - The Goat-Foot God, 1st fine in d/w. .
Parrish « Crossland - Mammoth Book of Ghosts, 1st, 1llu
Dali, S. - Hildden Faces, 1llus, fine . . . . . . . .
c

Hearn L. - Some Chinese Ghosts, 1llus, reading copy
Clouston J. L. - Button Brains, 1st, reading copy .

" - The Chemical Baby, 1lst, fine . . .
Le Fanu, S. - Uncle Silas, complete version 1899, ex
Fcst, M.D. - Revolt of the Birds, lst, exc in d/w. .
tease, H. - Border Ghost Stories, 1lst, exc . . . . .
Sinclalr, May - Uncanny Storles, 1lst, exc. . .
Burroughs, L. K. - Lost On Venus, Eng. ed., fine in d/w
Loyle, A. C. - The Lost VWorld, H. & 5., fine in d/w. . .
Haggard, H. R. - The Wworld's Desire H & S., fine . .

" " - Heart of the World H. & S., fine in 4/w
Farry, D. - The Survivor, 1st, fine ind/w . . . . . .
3aintbury, George - Tales of Nystery, 1st, 1891, exc .
paugham, S - Tellers of Tales, 1lst, 1800 pp, fine. . .

........m....
e e e s

Claudy, C. - Land of No Shadow, lst, 1llus, exc. .
Loyle, A. C. - The Maracot Deep, good. . . . . . .
Stoker, Bram - Dracula's Guest, good . . . . . . . B
Thayer 1. - Dr. Arnoldi, 1st, falirly good . . . S
De Mille - Strange Ms Found 1n a Copper Cylinder, 1st 111,
Burroughs, k. R. - Chessmen of Mars, 1llus, 1919, fine . .
Roark, B. - O0ld ¥an Adam and Hls Chillun, 111us, exc .+ . .
Hudson, W. H. - Green Mansions, color illus, boxed, fine .
Hunt, Violet - lTales of the Unesasy, presentation copy, 1st,
" - kore Tales of the Uneasy, lst, exc. . . . .
Anon - Fifty Years of Ghost Stories, some pages out, thus.
Odhams - Fifty Secret Service Dramas, 11lus, 1st, fine / /
Shiel, M? P. - Shapes in the Fire, 1lst, exc. . . . « . .
Atkey, B. - Escapes of Mr. Honey, exc ind/w . . . . . .
Ashbury, H. - Devil of Pei Ling, fairly good . . . . . .
Karshall, B. - Father Malachy's Miracle, 1st, fine in d/w
Lockhart - Strange Adventures of the Sea, illus, exc . .
Arlen, M. - Crooked Coronet, etc., 1lst, good . . . . . .
Douglas, N. - They Went, reading copy. . .
wakefield, H. R. - They Return at Evening, rebnd lst
Benson, E., F. - Visible and Invisible, mint in d/w .
thompson, C. C. - Not at Night,OmnibGs, lst, fine. .
Dunsany, Lord - Jorkens Travels in Arfica, 1st, exc.
burdett - The Very End, etc., 1lste fine. . . . . .
Candler, k. - The Emergency Man, etc., 1lst, exc.
Benson, E. F. - Spook Storiles, 1lst, good . . . .
Smith, lLady E. - Satan's Circus, 1st, exc. . . .
Quiller-Couch - Wandering Heaths, lst, exc . . . .
Fain, barry - Stories In Grey, Tauchnitz, 1912, exe. . .
Haggard, H. R. - Harle, n.d., exc. . . . « . ¢« « + ¢ « .
French, J. L. - 1lales of Terror, 1st, fine in d/w, 1llus
Ferutz, Leo - Master of Day of Judgment, 1lst, wraps, exc
Housman, C. - The Werewolf, lst, 111is, good . . . . . .
Wells, H. G. - Tales of the Unexpected, n.d,, exc. . . .
Buchan, John - Witeh Wood, fine. . . . . . e .
Deeping, viarwick - The Short Stories, 1000 pp, lst good .
sersh, Gerald - Weak and the Strong, lst, ex-1ib, good e
Hogers, E. - Le Roman D'une Pussie Chat, in Eng, 1900, pood
Forster, 4. li. - The Eternal Moment, lst, superb, rare . .
guiller Couch - lerry Garden, etc., 1st, fine. . . . . . .
- I'wo Sides of the Face, etc., 1st, falr . .
Wakefield, H. R. - 0ld Man's Beard, lst, exc in {11us a/w.
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