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CLAIRE ¥@ BECK, EDITOR QF THE “CRITIU" HITCH=HIKES ACROSS THE CONTRY
T0 NEWARK,NEW JERGSEY

(8gpecxal to F smntasy News) In
what 18 positively the most sma-
zing fent ever accomplished by a =
science=~fiction fan, Claire p.
Beck, deep thinker, philosopher,
fan and editor of the worlid rek-
nowned "Science~-F iction Critich,
hitch-hikel his way nacross the
continent in exactly nineteen 4days,
vigiting on hisg journey numerous
mampmemt ccientifictionnl céde-
brities,

The first inkling the fan World
had of this phenomenil attempt
was when Sam Moskowitz of Newark
N. J. opened the door to 1y tall,
fiery hended, freckle-faced, husky
1ad »nd asked "I've been expecting
some science-fiction fan: whats yar
name?"

"¢ 1aire Beck" * wi3 the astound-
ing wmmswer, and after Sam had re-
covered from the initi=l shdck
there followed 2 long t3lk in which
Claiire unrnveled the entire 1stoundd
ing story of his incredible trip
across the continent, .

Digsnatisfied with coniitions in
Inkeport, Calif., C lnaire de-
cided to wisit his Vvorther Clyde,
than in 8an Francisco. When he
left SAn Fraancisco his mind had been
made up “nl he decided not to re-
turn home tut to travel the country
at 1arge. His first night out was
spent a1t the home of Clark Ashton
8§ mith, well -xnown, science-fiction
and weird tale writer of note.

From Smiths abode 1t Auburn he mide
his way by nuto, foot, truck wmd
train to Knsns-City qnd an intri-
gueing time with R. H. Barlow,
Thence to 5t. Louis where he spent
two nights nt the home of Eldon

Claire regreted that the train
from St. Luois did not stop at
Denver, Calorado, forestalling
his chances of visiting Olon F.
Wiggins of ghat city. Indianapolis
found him looking up his family
tree and tracing it back two-hun=-
dred yenars to the time when hie
very great grand=father came to
this contry from Prussia, Here he
interviewed the famous authdress
C. L. Moore, From Indianapolis he
obtained a ridw clear across the
state of Pennsylvania to New Jer=
sey where he embarked for Bill
Miller!'s home at East Orange whexe
he was expected due to prior not=
ice. Two pleasant weeks were spert
at lUillers, during which time he
cultivated the acquantance of Jim
Blish of East Orange; visited New
York and met persokally, John W,.
Campbell,Jr.; L. Sprague de Camp}
Frank B, Long; K. Koenig and Sam=
uel lLeventman, This was followed
by a visit to Sam Moskowitz and
thence to 8tickney, Bogert and
Gregor of Bellsville,

Pyuring the next few days Claire
will be at Paterson vistihg Rayme
ond Van Houten and Peter Duncan.
He will return to Newark, N.J.,
Sunday Aug. 14, to discuss plans
of the nation-wide organization
Moskowitz and sykora are preparing
and willl there neet Will Sykora
and James V, Taurasi.

Pue to the fact that economiz=
ing is necessary Claire would ap=
Preciante offers from any fan to p-
ut him up for a night or two. This
is certainly a magnificent chance
to view one of science=fiction
fandoms most{Continued P.2,Col.1)
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intrigueing oharncters.

Tentative plans include a trip
to Sullivan County, N.Y. to tracs
8till further his family tree. &
visit to R.D. BSwisher and from

Ybers to Indianapolis for the wine
ter, where Beck will stay over pose
sibdy to the date of the Worldse
Fair Science Fiction Convention in
195%9¢ After that points west.

GROO BECK WILL TAXE OVER THE "FUe
TILE PRESSY IN CLAIRES! ABSENCE
(Special to TN} Groo Beck announces
trhat in Claires! absence he will
take over all brances of Futile
publishing. He states that he prine
ted most of the last dssue of the
#0ritic"; and the greater part of
Lovecrafts! "Commomplnce” Book, The
putile Press plans to mimeograph
"leaves® irregularly as an '80
large size paged publication, fea=
turing fantasy. One issue of thnis
publication edited by Barlow has X
already appeared. Other Futlle pre

ess plans include the reprinting of
tr.at famous book of poetry by Clark
Ashton Smith, known as “Sandelwood"
and in adition, the squally famous-
but hiterto unknown "Incanatations"
There are books of fantasy by Howe.
ard nnd Lovecraft planned besides

a surprize volume by E,A. Edking.

CORWIN F. STICKNEY TO RESUME PUB=
LICATION OF “CORRESPONDENT! THIS
FALL :
(special to FN) Corwin F. Stiekney
states that he expects to have
plenty of time to continue his Pube
1ighing of the "Amateur Corresponds
ent® this fall and that his sube,
gcribers need not worry about the
fate of his publication. .
Stickney also informs us that
the library in Pennsylwaenia, which

collects amateur publications, wr=
o g file

of the Amatuer Correspondent.
The letter was decidedly com~
plimentary.

The "Correspondent" has

| material by Keller, C.A, Smith,
- Widner, etc con uand for publie

cationa

OUR . OVERTLOW
by Sam lMoskowitsz
A complete account of Becks! xx

trip appears elesewhere in this
t{ssue, so there is little need
to enumerate, Suffice it to say
that Clatre is a most decidedly
fine fellow. Some of his exper=
iences, as he related them to me,
are most amazinge. Nothing like °
then has ever been encounted in
the science~fiction fan world,.bee
fore. I am dedicating a special
essay to Becks feat and besides
will have Beck prepare &n explice
it, detniled account of his jour=
ney for my remarkable new organi=
zatlon, NEW FANDOM} Very soon you
will read a stupendous BNNOLnNCcow
ment in "Fantasy News" regarding
this Fartlingly orignial organige
gtionl Even Claire Zeck, consere
vative that he is, waxed enthuse
iastic over the plany pledged his
support and nominated it as one
of the few worthwlile fan endearvw
ors he has ever enccounted, Jorw
win F. Stickney enthuslastically
proclaimed it as one of the fing
est ideas he has ever seen,¥atch
for full details VERY 800N«sssa.
Clark Ashton Smith announces hig
fMaze of the Enchanter’, a story
which originally sappeared in nls
booklet, "Double~Shadow and other
Fantasies", will be reprinted in
Weord Tales shortly.secescssgssie
€lyde Beek has graduated, after
taking a four year collage courss
at Reno, Nevada and is at presen%
doing research work for the Un=
iversity of Californif@isecevenss
Kenneth Sterling, o0ld time fan,

T —

and author (Continued P+3,C0lol)



