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Last issue I 'didn't get my mimeograph in
time to print Fv No,.7 and thank ghod too, I got
it for next to nothing and now I know why, There
| ere a few 1little kinkers in it that I'l1l have to
‘ iron out, Those minor details are it cubts off the
* bottom of the paper, also the top(but ‘not at the
serne time). Alec it won't ink evenly. After just
about filling the drum with ink, so mueh thaet it sceps out-the sides and at both ends
too. But oh no it won't come through the steneil, It's one of those closed drum
deals, so I'm goint to cut it open them I cen get arcund in there, It will no doubt
be a very delicate operation. I'll need a blow torch(whih will of course warp the
drum) and a hacksaw, Anyone cere to join me in surgery? Besides that it crumples
and pips the paper., Last but not lsast the automatic feeder ain't autometic. But
what's perfect., Yoa, thats a gocd question cause this damn mineograph not,

If this
issue reaches you, that will mean I've cut open the drum with success eand am ihking
wildly with one hand vhile feeding cach page, oneby onc with the other, Or I may
carry the whold mess over to Fisher's house and print it therc,

I know you don't sup-
pose to talk about your fanzine in the editorisl, but I get around that, this is
hers is a--uh--well-uh, that is, well it not a oditoriel,

The apparcnt néatness and
absents of miéspelling in Redd Boggs artiele is of not fault on my pert, He stoncil-
ed it himself, I love people like that, ceuwuse it savus a lot of work on my parte.
Joe Gross alsc cuts hils own column, Speaking of #8aid bit of matcrial Redd has in
that article what I also think would make & mighty inter:Sting column, It's the
part about having something somevhero devoted to fan nows, That is tell thaots news
in fendom with the fans themself, Waen you road the ertiecle notice it, If you
send in somé news of that sort I'll print it here in Figlcaf, I'l1l try to dig up
some myself,
Speaking of far news I suppose you saw Bill Venable story in the lastest
OTHER WORLDS, Bill sold thema 1700 word story called"Vision, It's illustrated by
Jon Briens One thing I'11l say for Rap's mg, he sure has the art work, That Bek
cover is eye catching(rould you class a orangc frog under bem or just miscellaneous
({Istarted to put miscarriage)) ). °~  Also Bok's illustretion for Red Corel iS
slightly great, much better than the story it goes with, Being new in fandom 1
can only wonder has Ray Palmer over written @ good stery. Oh well thet's one nice
thing about béing en editor, You alweys have a market for your own material, I
should know, That Cartier illustrotion is nothing to snmeecr «t., But I liked Gross-
man's picture bestest, Galaxy should latch on to that boy. His stuff is first
class , If Rap weroe editcr of Galaxy I might think the ed ~as draving under a
pen name, But Gold ”ouldn t do that or couwld he? There must be a reason for such
rotten artwork, at least I've got an excusse for my bad spelling., Good lord, how
did I ever get this far off the brack,
I also heard that Bob Tucker scld & sf novsk
to Rinehart that shouléd come out this fall, This I can't wait to read.

. Is there
such a thing as a fanzine index, If so how does one go about getting it. Has you
got one you could send me? 1'd just like to see That I haven't got.

: By now yow must
of noticed the S, S, BOYS. You'll find them sprinkled through the pages of Fv,They
are & element of thc Insurgents and sre ecremted by Bill Rotsler., I hope they will
keep on appearing in Fv, I'm going to try to talk him into making them a regular
featurs of Fv, They Bsurs would ad a lot of lifc to this mag,

Well I mwade itto the’
bottom of the pagze without help of & drawing so I guess I'd say eo long for now,.

max{you cezn't sec the stencil for the corroction fluid) koasler
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YOU WANT TO START a new science fiction newspaper, bub you'rs afraid. You look at
the competition you'll heve to face and you consider the weak and dyving cofforts of
fan newspaper editors who have tried to buck that competition, end you think, Vify
god, I wonder if my pet newsis - can beat Tucker and Taurasi, eithsr?" You peruse the
statements of Sam Merwin Jr., who said that Fantasy Times and .Science Fiction News
Letter are the best stf newspapers of all time, and you nutter, "ihat's the use?
Fandom doesn’t need another newsie., Heck, I711l start a stf poetry mag instead,"

IStbﬁ; youtht YouTre wrong. You can match Tucker and Taurasi, and even beat

them at,their own. game -~ if you're willing to study their weaknesses and then work
like hell to.take-advantage of them, Furthermore, fandom does need another news-
paper —-. it meeds ons even if Walter A. Coslet's imposing new venture hatches suc -

cesefully.. When Bob Stein and I were lawiching the fanswsie Tympani (which was pub-
lished in 1947 -8), somebody said enceuragingly, "Fandom can never have enough fan
newsies." That's even more true today, when the stf field pensrates perhaps 100 per
cent mors news than it did in Tympani’s heyday, which was: just before the big boom
in science fiction,

So Istis look at the newsies and see where your new enterprise might fit into
the plcture. We'll have to admit right away that Sam kerwin .is probably ‘right -—-
that Science Fiction News Letter and Fantasy Times are surely the best stf newsles
of all time, They print the news more iul]y, more promptly; . and more intelligently
than any of their predecessors, and they probably circulate more widely. than any
newsiss of the past,  Their general excellence does not mean, - however, :that .they
are without weaknesses. Let's look them over and try to find their faults.

F-T and SFNL Ienresent two different types of nuwssﬁbets. In the past few y2ars
F-T has grown more and nora into a regular newspaper instead of the newsmagazine it
once resenbled and even tried consciocusly to emulate. For years it experinented with
a Time-like format, - Now it has abandoned cover pix and magazine format and adopted.
a newspapcr setup, with the leid story headlined on page 1, smaller stories . and the
departments inside, display=sd on columned pages. bccasjonally it .uses a -tabloid-
type cover ---‘the headlines aplashed across page 1, with a- notation beneath, "See
story, page 3. 3 _ : .

On the other hand, Tucker®s approach in SFNL is less formal apnd is -basically..
unnewspaperlike. SFNL is not set up like a regular newspaper, - Much luportant news
is departmentalized on inside pages, rather than headlined and featured in seperate
news-stories., The front page often contains columns.or feature stories  or less im-
portant stories than those inside, One has the feeling that even if Astpunding Sci-
ence Fiction became a slick weekly, edited by the ghost of H, G. Wells, Tuckar would
put this news into a "what¥s Doing?" department on page 5. But Tucker®s .policy is
not nécessarily bad, for remember that his sheet 1s a '"news letter" and an informal,
pcruonallued approach is prected 1n a letter,

Youill noties more dlifercnces betwaean Fol and. SFNL whun yeu study their wri-
ting styles. Tucker‘s style is as informal as his formab. there-is iittle attempt

AN, " . e " . ' L4 3
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to write in accepted journalistic manner, using the "inverted pyramid™ type of de-
velopment. But Tucker, being the good writer he is, naturally puts important facts
first, and offhandedly writes storiss that are mere acceptable in some details  than
amateurish efforts to.write like the New York Daily News., For instance: "Jack Wil-
liamson's volumé, The Cometeérs, won the January award for excellence in design (fie~
tion class), given by the trade magazine Publisher’s Weekly,"™ That isn't a lead
Just as a trained newsman might write 1t, but it gets the important facts right up
there at the beginning. : -

Tucker also editorializes fto his heart's content whenever he feels in the mood:
"{1f they pay the usual royalty of 1¢ per copy, neat, lr. Clarke, neati)"  Such ex-
pressions of satisfaction or glee turn up in SKNL when you least-expect them -- and
maybe that's why you read the sheet, '

Fantasy Times, on-the other hand, attempts to report the news in straight Jour—
nalistic fashion, using an objective approach, Unlike Fantasy News, the pionesr stf
newsie from which it descended, Fantasy Times is always passably grammatical, grati-
tyingly fres of*bias, and it usually contains all essential information. Its big-

est weakness 1s that it fails, often as not, to play up the important gleément -among
the six elements that every journalism student knows comprise most news-stories: liho,
What , Vihy, Wherc, When, and How,  If they are important to the story, most -of -these
should appsar in the lead sentence; the most important one should appsar at the very
hoginning., F-T often forgéts this. SR

You can take almost any issue of F-T and find mistakes in emphasis, For in-
stance, neariy every story based on a publicity relsass from -a prozine contains a
"who" at the beginning, where a Mihat" is called for. Liks this: #The Fantasy Vet-
erans Assoeciztjon announced today that their first convention will be held Sunday,
April 22" “H, L, Gold, editor of Galaxy, announced today that his magazine will, ..
put out a French edition." “Popular Publications, Ine., informed Fantasy Times to-
day that their fontasy mugszine A. Merritt's Fantasy Magazine has ~folded, " "Our
west coast editor, Arthur Jenn Cox; anncuncad today that Forrest J Adkerman revealed
that scon there will be on the stands a companion magazine to Marvel Science. ., "

That last lead is especlally bad; for it starts out with twe "Whots" that are
uninmportaut to the story., 1If & trained rewrite man had news releases like these
handed to him, he'd probably bat out the stories like this: "The Fantasy Veterans
assoclation’s first convention will be held on Sunday, Aoril 22, in New York City,
at a site not yet chosen," "alaxy will be the firet American stf magasine to pub-
lish a French edition, -H. L. Gold anmouncad today. " "A, kerrittis Fantasy lagauzine
became the first American stf magazine to fold in the postwar era, as Popular Publi-
catlons announced that the magazine would discontinue publication with the October
issue." "A companion magazine to Marvel Scisnce Stories wan forecast today by fan-
tasy agent Forrest J Ackerman,® i

In other words, the rewrite man would emphasize what was happening, rather than
vho told the newspaper about it, 3

F-T's penchant for emphasizing tha source rather than the import cof nrozine
oublicity relesases shows the cxaggerated sanse of indebtedness that F-T?s editors
“sel toward the prozines that supply them with such news. Another indiecation is
’~I%s uss of ths title "Mr." when referring to stf celebrities, aspecially prozins
sdibors, liost newspapers use "Mp. " only when referring to ministers or in mention-
ing the decsased in obituaries, F-Tis unreasonable courtesy toward professionals
smacks of servility and npple~polishing ~- something that you will of course avoid
shen you establish your newsie, a
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F-T often muffs the lead in anotbbr way. Lt begins a news-story with a super-
fluous phrase or sentence like this: "a number of changes is tdhlﬁé place at Fiction
House." There!s an incorréct verb thore, but the real fault of - this sentence is
that it says nothing. The story goes on to reveal that Two Complete Science-Adven-
turs Beoks will be published only thrse times a- year, rather than quarterly, and
that Malcolm Reiss will rsplace Jérome Bixby-as- editor. That’s..the 'real - story --
the facts of the change, not that some changvs are taking place. = i

Besidas obscurlng the important facts of the lead, P—T sometings misses the
featurs of the story entirely. Miissing the feature” means that they cmphasize the
wrong thing in a story. A& good example of this is in their story about. . Qub of This
World Adventures folding and a new title, Avon Scisiice Fiction Reader, belng “Stdb—_
lished, In F-T's story, Qotwa's demise got the lead, some reniarks  about  Ten Stggy
Fantasy followed -—-3nd the naw magazine was mentionsd only in paragraph threa} Tet
the new magazine was the most important fact in the story.

Mayba the classic example of "missing the fo&turu" in a stf newsie occurred in
Tympani. Donn Brazisr of idlwaukee wrote to tell how, when hs went to the newsstand
to buy the July aSF on ths day of publication (sometime in Jung), he found the Aug~
ust issue on the stand. Somehow the magazine had shown up a month sarly, Donn went.
on to revesal ths tabls of contents for the august issue, For somé reason, probably
because of ocur envy of Fantasy Times® "prozine proeviews," I played up this story as
follows: I outlined the whole table of contents for the month-early issue, and in
the last séntence revealed: . "This “information was obtained whsn, due to a distrib—
uting srror, the August aSF was placed on the newsstands June 18 —- a month early --
only ‘to bae hastily. gahbsered up again.a few hours later." . L1 kick myself every time 1
remember -how I muffed the story, It'was a pure case of "missing the featurs,"

Since Tucker has the "mews lat- " iy | e v
ter'.type: of shaet pretty well un- e -2 %
der gontrol, you'll probably want. R Rt W0
to try the newspaper style -- and : S Vs
here is your first good break: if A
you avoid the errors that Taurasi : AR B B
makes, you. can beat Fantasy Times £ L DTy o, S \ WA,
in the news-writing department, 1f .~ ol B ¥ ‘_"\>\j W (\
nowhere else, ' ) Be Wik TS v g + i b RIS N

journalism,.you!ll conscigusly btry
to avoid such mistakes, 'If you're ' i ok
noti & journalism student -~ and fow fﬂ;/;-

if any: of fanewsis editors have .l
been -- perhaps a sbtudy ©f somé -
elementary text in “journalism may

help you.

|

4
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If youlve taken a course -in ( A S i fop . y i
\

- But, you still face thy” héind‘i-—
cap oi competing with Taurasi’s and | -
Tuekeris news- gdthGerg ,mdchlnes.' ;

This will be tougher than improving "7Jw*4 ¥
on thelr news-writing styles, Both" - , s A

Tucker and Taurasi are old-timers ' “The roof wes blown off during the war, =
in fandom and have many friends who but we will soon have it repaired. The
were once fans and arc now profess-— _sight of the stars distrﬂctswthe‘people?s

icnals in a2 position t¢; feed - them” attention from my sermons,"

S
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hot tips about: impending svents in pro circles. Furthermors, both "T?s" have baen
publishing newsies for a number of years and have earned for thamselves. a certain
prestige among prozine editors. ilost editors know them and will think of them when
their prozins goes monthly or increasss its size while reducing- its price. . You've
got to sta¥ from scratch, build a news-gathsring machine from the bhottom wup, It
will take time. You'll havs to write every prozine editor, letting them know youive
got o newsie, You'll have to contact cevery big name fan and ask them to pass along
any news heard, You'll have to make a lot of contacts all over stfdom..

To'bégin with, you’ll probably have to "Lift" your news from F-T and SFNL, Is
that legitimate? Surs,. News itself can‘t be .copyrighted., Since the beginning, all
newspapers have carefully scanned their campetitors.and picked up any news their own
reporters missed somehow. You can do it, too.. Like as not, both Tucker and Taurasi
will even give you permission to quote their news-stories in full, if you ask -their
assistance. Both of them are genial guys. Vhen Tympani was getting on its feet,
Jimmy Taurasi was olmost embarrassingly generous with help in the form of news-bull-
stins airmailed to us. - s

But you won't want to quote their stuff exactly as they write it -- wven if
they say it's okay. You'll want to improve it stylistically if you can. Often, too,
you'll want to add & bit of information or get a fresher angle into the story..

Of course, you'll always read your competitors, just to be sure you're not miss-
ing something -~ and you won't catch all the news yourself even when your news-sour-
ces are twice as good as Tuckeris and Taurasi’s combined.  But you'll gradually ex-
tend your own tentacles and bagin to scoop in news on your own,  Your primary news-
sources will bs the pro editors, ths book publishers, th- fantasy agents. You'll al-
so keep in touch with peoplc like Sam ioskowitz, A. Langnley Searles,; Rick Sneary,
Richard Elsberry and others who gensrally know whatis going on.

If you can persuade somecne like Forrest J Ackerman or Arthur Jean Cox %o drop
you regular news-notes, you'll take a big step toward complate coverage.: ' During all
of its cameer, Tympani owed most of its success to Forty hckerman, who bombarded our
mailboxes with hundreds of letters and postals containing the latest news, fan and
pro. If you can find a contribuwing editor like him, you're-"in™:

But you won't want to forget to make reporters of other, less well-informed
fans. Hven a fan who lives in the sticks, 1000 miles from another fan, may be. in
contact with a famous author, For instance, Wilkie Qonner of some town nobody had
evar heard of till Conner sebtled thers gave Tym & numbsr of small bubt printworthy
items about Manly Banister who at that time was known to fandom only as a name on
Wieird Tales' contents page.

ind here we come to a place where your newsie can really perform a service that
is being neglected by F-T and SFNL: the printing of fan news. Before the days of
the big stf boom Fantzsy Times contained considerable news of fan conferences, fan
meebings, and fan visits, but very little material of this kind creeps into their
pages nowadays. Tucker, catering to a largs audience bsyond fandom, can’t emphasize
strictly fan news, sithsr, although he manages to publish more than F-T does.

Walter Dunkelbergor's Fanews undoubtedly owed its populerity to the amazing
amount of fan~-gossip it crammed into its legalength pages, Tympani also ireported
211 the gossip it received about fans. There isn't much of that type of stuff in
today's newsies, although scveral of the ephemeral newcomars publishsd it when they
couldn’t get pro news, 'It's a shame, really, that more fan news 1isn’t published,

~oh
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Fans want to know about Marion Zimmer Bradlsy's baby, and about Walter A, Coslet's
new Chevrolet, They want to know that LEd Cox is in the army now, that 4rt H. Rapp
is covering court martials for the Third Armored division, and that Lee Hoffman is
laid up with an injured back, All of this is fan gossip of the recent past, but to
my knowledge none of it got into the nawsies.

It's no longsr very sensational news when a stf celebrity shows up at a regular
club meseting, but what he says when he addresses the group might be news, There is
another badly-tapped source of news, lost fan newsiss of the past and present have
not reportdd speeches as they should be reported -- and would be reported if they
had sufficient significancse to be covered by mundane newspapsrs. If you csn get a
copy of the man'’s speech, or get a good summarization of the speech from someone who
was thers, you've got a potential story, and one that the other newsies won't have.
That "if" in the above sentence is a big ong, but it's worth overcoming, You'll
realize that when you thumb through the back files of your compsatitors and find that
speech stories, if they appear at all, are written like this: ™dr. Sam Merwin ...
sald that he agreed with Mr. Browne that the day of the pulp was ncearly done, but
stf is holding better than almost any other line." '

"The day of the pulp is nearly done," your lead will begin, "but stf is holding
out better than almost any other type; Sam Merwin Jr., editor of Thrilling Wonder .
Storiss, told the fifth anniversary meeting of the Bastern Sciecnce Fiction associa-
tion last night." And your story will continue by summarizing Merwin's further re-
marks, if possible direct-quoting him here and thers.

In these and in other ways, you'll extend your coverage of news into areas that
have been nseglected by Tucker and Taurasi, . You'll soon find, I think, that the fan
newsie field is big cnough for three "best stf newspapers of all time" -~- Tucker’s,
Taurasils, and yours.

In light of the suggestions I've thrown at you in this articles, what will the
blueprint of your budding newsie look like?  You'll have your own special slant, of
course, but it will probably look something like thist = Your nowspapsr -- let's call
it Timestream -- slants toward the Fantasy Times side of the fence, You write the
news in Journalistic style -- but bstter, when you can, than Tauwrasi does 1it, For
varisty, perhaps, and just to show Tucker you don't want to neglect him altogether,
you throw in a column of breezy chattsr, where the news gets the once-over in a
pongish mamner -- but better done than Pongis stuff, if you can manage that. You
remember that, after all, stf news is pretty insignificant and scarcely a line of it
is worth the big headlines you’ll be spleshing around. = So you’ll 1ot down the bars
once in a while, If Burbse sends you somsa news about F, Towner Laney which is writ-
ten in Burbes’s usual style, you won't taks a blue pencil to it. Rather than wrench
it into newspaper style, you'll leave it as it 1s so that everybody can enjoy it,.

Above all, you won't let the pros run your newspapsr. You'll treat them cour
teously, of courss, and probably you'll send them stamped, self-addrsssed. envelopes
when you ask them for the story lineup of the next issue (though you know full well
that you're doing them a faver by printing the plug). But you wonit feel obligated
to kiss their foot. If a pro editor sends you a publicity relcase that isn't news-
worthy, you won'‘t print it just to ksep on his good side., &nd when 2 pro editoris
letter about his terrific new magazine descends to philosophical blatherings aboub
the state of the world, you wonit hesitate to cut him off and run samething else.

"Something else" will probably be fan news, Youill run fan news alongside of
pro news and not be ashamed of it. You'll remember that big city papers laughed at

Sl
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the country press for running numberless columns about Mrs. John Doe being a callor
at the home of Mrs. James Smith -- ond then found it good business to run the same
sort of thing themselves, only it was Judy Holliday calling on Gloria Swanson in the
big town sheets. Knowing that Joe Kennedy, Ray Nelson, Bob Pavlat, and Bob Johnson
are as big names in ®his microcosm as screen stars are in a  slj ghtly wider werld,

you'll figure that their doings afs worth space in any issue of your newsie,

As I said at the beginning of this artic]u, starting a newsie will be a hard
job, but, despite the stellar competition you'll have to contend w1th, you can look
forward to success if you try hard and have the stuff to beat Taures i and Tucksr at
their own game, Go to it

L]
Send me a copy of your first issue -- and while you're about it, better send

one to Jimmy Taurasi and to Bob Tucker, too., After all, they 1like to know about
what's going on arcund stfdom just like the rest of us dof

to any fan
Club?

4 Venusian plume from an emerald crest
Gave power of wealth and dominion,

And one orange=tipped wing from Ur-snus possessed
The gift of enchanted oninion,

There vwas magic from Mers in one silvery plume
Portraying a knowledge forstelling :
A1l the future would hold, be it fortune or doom,

While Jovian iuzz blessed d“alllng.

The collection was willed to the meckest of mbn,
dhe wanted no wealth from e féather;
He sang while he worked in hlSIeTemltU den,
and Jbrophnesiad only the Wweatler,
N o uBy Orma le Cormick

-
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. M o 8t of us-collect fentasy bocks, in a big or little way. 3ut I don't.
.| think thet anyone gctive in the field today collects them as H.C. Xoenig of Mew
| York used to do, Ie hunted the best editions or the oldest editions of the fsne’”
| tagy: classics, Then he proceeded to tell about these books in The Reader a n 4
"~ Collector, a publication which he issued through FAPA. Xocenig has dropped out
sight lately,, and never was really active in Tandom, being twice and taree times the
age of_ggat.faasgy,ﬁere are some of the things that made a lot of collectors droll,
sxcerpted . from the December, 1941, issue of his pubiication: ;

A - "No collectar of books on
the weird.and fantastic could lay claim to a complete library if he did not possess at
ieast one copy of 'Frankensteir', liy special bookcase holds a vary rice copy- of this
book, issyed -gom@ years ago by the Limited Editions Club., The book is rrinted in a
aew typs face, .cut: by Goudy., ‘The side of the book is covered @ith- linen, the! back
binding is & rich red morocco., The illustrations are unigus znd unusual, in thzt the
'illustrator, Everett Henry, attempts to capture all +the horror of the story, without
3ver showing the monster, 2 .

B TR We come to a cony of ' Alice's adventures in Wonderlznd', Cne
>f the best-known and best loved nonsense bocks, it neverless belongs in every fantasy=-
solletion, Iiy copy is small size, 5 3/4 x 8 3/4 inches and runs a litsle cver 200
rages. The book: is completely bound in full Frenoh levant morocco, stained deep wWine
in color, . ‘Stamped on the frent ard back covers and on the back-hons are desirns made
°f type ornaments, The one on the backebone is made' up of inter-twinings of drawings
T Alice,: The Mad Hatter and the White Habbit. The designs, incideantelly, are stamped
-n genuine gold. Uiy copy.bears the signature of lirs, Hargreasrs, the original Alice,

S e

het bringd to me to an interesting book made in Japen, 'Ewaidan' by Lafcadio Heern.
-his book is-eompletely Janenese; the paper is Japanese linéh; the binding is Japanese _
Jrocade;-the illustrations ere by & Japsnese, Yoshimurs Fouljita and the book was prints.
3d by the Shimbi Shoin in Tokjo, The book contains about trenty illustrations in color.
[ understand that the opening illustration required fifty-one imnressions, The outer-
case for this edition is a wrap-case, ‘It isteds of heavy' Japanese silk and is wrapped
around the book itself ahd fastenddd by Hof ivery tabs, The book' 1S not bound the Ay
we do it in this country, The front snd back boards (covered with a golden brocade)are
laid on.the top and bottom of the stack. of sheets and the whole sewed together with

j blue silk" 5 38 ’ 1 a3 o ' !

Incidentrlly, Koenig was tne only person to my knowledge ever to produce fan-

zines as most of us dream of producing them, He wrote the stuff, then turned it oyer

to his secretary for stenciling, duplicating, and assenbling, e i g

. The days of tha co_stuﬁle
021l at science fiction conventions seem to be dying away. Here's how Lilt Rothman des-
cribed in the December, 1941 issue of The Southern Star tile getups worn at the Denven-
tion that night,: g [ 15

"Mr. Heinlein, Adem Stink, the world®s most Yifelike robot. In other
~ |ords, no costume at all. Mrs, Heinlein, Queen Nipher from 'Figures of Zarth,' by Cab~

€l. She wore a sort of semi-orientesl dress with much_coéﬁnﬂe Jewelry.

Y N
-
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Walt Daugherty: & Galactic Roamer, His costiume vas put together out of plastic mater=-
ial which he obtained as remments from the airplane factory in vhich he works. The stuff
actuzlly cost $500 to rmake, counting the experimental work invoived in obtaining the
particular shape, y

E, Everett Zvans: Bug-Byed lionster from dhea. Completely hand made,
&4 blue ard yellow suit with a helmet made of dozens of Teathers pasted on a ﬂ;@b one

. by one, Horribly hot to Teary .-

art Widner: He obteined . a frightful rubder mask.

ﬁeu 1f your going to keep lst- | upq oo ap Granhy from 'Slen', with speech and all,

ting them, then you can just )

¥ : M x: ¢ ole ole :
keep 8@9111“8 th?f‘ o r*& { damon knizht2 & sloppy locking sort of John Star
A complete with Junicr G Mecn medal.

~>-®ackermans A most
| herrible lcoking rubber mesk. Indescribable, The

/J\/@/ St AT
o B i g seme for lorojo.

; ~ William Deusch of New York put on
: \ a 1little beard and a French accent and handed out

Life Lire prophecies,

Chet Chosen grew a Christ-like
beard and came as a prophet; Cyrull Kornbluth look-
ed natural and ceme as a rad scientist; and Do ¢
Lowndes put & mercurechrome cut around his reck,
povder on his: face, and eyebrow mencil on his eyes
| and was a lovely zombie, The three of them did not
put on the act which they were supposed to.
: Viimer
i || Meukel, of Wasaington( state of) appeared in fancy
-7} blue shir* and orange bathing 4runks to represent
the Froballe Man,® .
The Southern Ctar was the office
ial oregan of the Dixie Fantasy Iederation, T h e
people who vere back of it have vanished completely.
< I think a virus must have gotton them, although the
N ~ £ draft was blamed for a while, Josepa Gilbsrt,Harry
Jenkins, lLee Zastmen, Fred Fischer, &rt Gehnert, and the others--where are they now?

Clawde Degler and his Cosmic Cirtle were gzoing skrong in 1943, with pgﬂns for start-
ing a colony of Tans in the Ozarics, mimeographed publications in incredible profusion,
and Degler himself hitchhiking from coast to coest cn a"good will tour of fandom“that
caused a spectacular set of fusses and feuds, He even planned a competitar for the
FAPn Bs one of the minor facets of the Cosmiec Circle, and issued a bunch of stuff re-
préﬂq@ing one mailing of the Circle Amateur Publishers Alliance, j:uch of this m=iling
was devoted to Degler's complaints agsinst T, Bruce Yerke, vho had gone so far a8 to
suggest that the Cosmic Circle might not be ell that it was cracked up to be. Typical
of Degler's racification methods is the following excerpt from Cosmic Circle Commenta-
tor No. 4¢

—, " '"WAR OF NERVES'. TFor several days all manner of furious activity, intended

|speeches, heated debates and argument, Thich 'mt times réach alarming proportions,have
|been taking palce,

& circular was sent out by Bruce Yerke, & the articles in the AN4i-
LYZER & RA&YM'S 'BULLLTIN' by other side, Various factions took sidee,one way or the
other, DlMany persons & things having no connection with the original argument or mte
ter vhatever, came to be involved & dragged into the melee. Should this matter have
continued even one very small, little step further, no one, and nothinz on earth cowld
have kept this Society & all Fandom from having become involved in fanwide controversy
that vould have certzinly resulted in the most gosh-awful rmess any of us can pcssibly
imagine, HOW NEAR this aqtuaily came to Lappening, no-one but the few key o

Y Mo



All Our Yesterdays”
“lpersons directly-concérned will EVER ENOW, After much controversy, hezted discussions,
5| 'Strategy of terror'y--by 'measures & counter-measires le-& iong azd serious discussions
_mith everyone involved.,.the so-cailed ' War of Ferves' has uow been relieved."

( I ke no effort to renrcuuce the more mysterious aupects of Degler's runctuatlon,
and I resist the temptation tc quote about eight rages of this magazine, that sound
suspiciously lile a war of nerves in themselves, Instezd, here are a fer" Headlines”
quoted from the same issue? , -
_ "J. MICHAEL ROSERBELUM ENGLISH REPRESEZNTATIVE OF THE COSMIC
| CIRCLE PLANET FANTASY FEDERATION, if $Lis accentzble to nim, Worfd has not yet had
time to received from hime " , :
MISS HELEN ERADLEICH MADE *PUBLIC RELATIONS BIRECTOR! a fbsarﬁon
higher thak tlat of the Psychological ;.d.nst; s The naw position is connected with
the 'OFFICE COSMIC EDUCATICN({OCE)wavess °
_ HELZN CONDUCTS SUMMED OEHOCL FOR THE 'COSNIC?
CHILDERN WOHLDS 1st STF, COSMIC SCHOOL. Sometime we will have osur owa schools far
Cosmen, We of the CCUNCIL FLEDGE tha?;)we will rncver give up the 2 yeer-long WAR we
have fought with the '"Powers of Derkness' (Umenlichtenment & ignorance) until this is

= /,f(‘ i
e B e S ————— - - - L

hes$ Everytime I hold you something sneps,
she: Yes, I know, just ¢ mintue end I'11 fix it,

S s T 0w e e G0 P S5 G A G S D T D e A A O Dy -

7Welt Klein's — e S Sl “i

L ' ‘s o n‘g-

{ Long flaring ggnther plumes of slim roc‘zet
' exhaust jetting in cnlless timelessness
across the unsurnnsed st=ring of

P L : spece void immens:.ty.,z

Like cosmic sceds spreeding in eternel e {TH A P‘D B‘O’\\,/_f'f S
ripples from the ages dead, desthless mothan li e SO
of life let me ,settle all worlds, N
prote ell mystery, : :
touching all vorlds, remeining gloofy ™ {__Wheddye meznj I gét crumbs in the bed?
untouched and alons, meting with nones . ek SRR ST sl S

)
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For better the meteor's swift roman

cgndle burst.over dark curtzin. cskies

_ than the dying candle's sick sputtering
Tt in' ts own *‘encin oil.
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The Sterlying Production of "Two .

Lost *iorlds" recently played .at San

Francisco's Paramount Theatre.Ster-

ling Productions is an Australian

outfit, the same . ones that released

\ L-"Rugged Riordans", TLW is a picture
53 that fantasy fans can well afford |
P to miss, In fact,.it should .be.

““sent back to Australia. The film
is a spliced reel of shots from"Ope ..
Million BC", "Captain Fury" and "Cap-
e tain Caution". Added is a

T documentary-type monologue,

telling of the adventures of a Bos-

ton clipper ship that make the long
run afround Cape Horn to the Spice

Islands, ran into trouble off Aus-

tralia, and then shoved its members

X into a pirate raid on the colonies,

ind shipwreck on an island inhabited by prehistoric monsters, - The sea

vattle was from "Caution'"; the land fights from"Fury", and the monster .

. rally from"BC". Despite the fact that it drew capacity crowds, TLW is
is no more of a fantasy flicker than "Next Voice You Hear"...another
booby trap. , g _ P

Also in Frisco at the time of TLW, was "Prehistoric Women'",
a neat tale of an Amazonic society, in which the females go on the war
path to pick up mates. The Chronicle reviewed W as an "anthropology
lesson with laughs,”

In oreduction are two other fantasy films."The Thimg"
(originally Don A Stuart's WHC GOES THERE?) stars Dean Jagger, and will
be a grade A, high budget picture. Original music by hisic by Miciklos
Rosza. Jagger's capabilities will be strained to their pezk to keep
this film from degenerating a la TLW. The other pix is Hollywood'!'d ver-
sion of FARWELL TQC THE MASTER, with feminine lead, starring Anne Baxter
(of "All About Eve"™) ©Need I say more? Miss Baxter can act({see"Razor's
Edge"), but I wonder, :

DIGESTING D IGES T[t'S %

. Pocket sized fantasy has grown and
grown, Hamilton's STAR KINGS was released by Signet Books of the NALj
Century brought out George O Smith's CPERATIUN INTERSTLLLAR; Bantam
pulished Fredric Brown's WHAT MAD UNIVERSE; and Philip Wyliet's NIGHT
UNTO NIGHT and the nonfantay but delightful CPUS 21 have hit the stands
in 25¢ editions.



FANTASY Note Book

Signet has released two Mentor books of interest to
fantasy fans: Margaret Mead!s SEX AND TeMPERAMENT (in 3 primitive soc-
ities) and Ruth Benedict's Fatterns of Culture., Numbers M56, M2, res-
pectively., Also available=-<MLL COMING OF 4GL IN SAMOA f Margaret Meads®
M50, NEXT DEVELOPMENT IN MAN, L L Whyte; ‘and M23, Heredity,Race and
Society, by L C Dunn and Th. Dobzhansky., - ¥
] Hillman previewed Worlds Beyond
with Jack Vance's DYING EARTH, and issue premiere printed an excerpt
from fantasy. by

The Avon series (PRINCESS OF THE'ATOM, Cummings; GREEN GIRL,
Williamson; INTO PLUTOLIAN DEPTHS, Coblentz) néw: has Farley's BARTHMAN
ON VENUS ( originally RADIO MAN). Also sequeled C S5 Lewis! OUT OF THE SIL-
ENT PLANET with the second in the trilogy, PElELANDRA. Fuk

" Avon's FANTASY

READER puzzles San Francisco fandom: number 14 can out before number 13,
and the mag is generally mixed up as to distribution, ;

/ ; “"lWRITER'S DIGEST NEWS
, |

From the last two issues of WD, ca,
You may stop me, but from across ! the following information...Avon |
those plains thousands more' vyill come , will shortly issue 10 STORY FANTAS‘Y,

\\\\\\ a pulp devoted to more adult fiction

... .SUSPENSE magazine will shortly
make an appearance, featuring pri-
.marily men's fiction, including stf
and fantasy, as well as adventure
and western: supposedly topnotch fic-
tione... DINAMIC SCISNCE STORIES will -
be revived in February, while MARVEL
will pay up to 5¢ a word for stories
(what they've published so fan must
have been given to the gratis!)....
‘Popular Publications has dropped the
Merritt Mag, and digest-sized many
of it titles, including FFM and
ADVENTURE, BLACK MASK.....Fiction
House dropped its off trail INDIAN
STORILS, after three issues, while
/ Bixby has purchased new novel-lengths
— ' —~., -from Blish, Clarke, others,,. 4 A
Cralg, in the latest PLANET, is Poul Anerson(thanks Fantasy-Times )esee
s .Kenneth Putnam, several in PLANET and WONDER, STAIITLING, 1Is Robert A,
Heinlein.....Woodrow ¥Wilson Smith, of a 1946 WONDER, is Hemry Kuttner,.
+..sCarter Sprague, Matt Lee, being Sam Merwin JEHEAHOR § ooy 144

O D _EeS L ENDS:

: From Redd Boggs in Skyhook,2nd annish:"Dream
of a Rarebit Fiend(1908, Edison, US) ‘frief film tells of a man,..after
dining too well.,, dreams of a wild midnight journey through spaceeee.e.

This film made at a cost of $350 in only 9 days"
New offtrail addition
0 Fiction House chain is SHEENA, the pulp version of the cosmic book.
iI~-Gor had better watch his laurels., Lewis Carroll on present day science
Jiction-fantasy field: " And thick and fast they came at last,
And more, and wore, and more---——--- W
SALUD !







hé dragon who lived ih Maneag<mor was & very great dragon ine
deeds His breath wasted the land for miles,and there 'was no ine
habitant free from terror in the cities of Man-asemor, For this
dragon, like ell dragons, slew even at a distance,
He would flash .
/" forth fleme, &nd they Who lived might hear the crack of his hate-
ful voice, when the hardened, poisonous spittle of the bemst flattened
itself against the rocks which were the protectdon of travelers since
tive immemorial '
“/ In the’ reign of him who was called the Great Horned
One, 1t chanced that a citizen of Maneas-mor bethought that it would be
/ a meritorious deed to rid his people farever from the depredations of tnis
*‘ thie monstrous creature, el
g _ He annoqnced his 1ntentions befare a great assemblage
amd upcn finishing his words, he Tell down again upon all fours
and began to crawl rapidly tarcugh the rocks tovard the haunts
i 7 "o ths dregon,
wi? " The hero snaked his way through’ the tall
~ grasses, behind great rocks, and down the bed of streams
= /€0 which had dried up in the fierce summer heat, or perhaps
from the breath of the dragon. %
The wily hero traveled north in this fashion for three
full days and nighte, and a8 great multitude slithered selently in his steps.

On the
morning of the fourth day, all heard g fearful, sharp crack, the monster himself give
ing tongue, There followed a flgsh of fire and ell qseemblea.eaw a poor passing bird
droop:down from the sky, its life=blcood flowing as it hit the earth with a sickening
thud at the very feet of the last dragon in Omeliu, holy be the name of the homeland,

The mulititude, or those of them who dared 1lift their eyes, beheld the monster itself.
It towered six feet into the air, on two long and muscular legs, and one could see it
was tailess, and that it had an ugly head covered with hair like a beest of the for=-
est,

The young hero mever ceased his advance through tall grass ”hich stretched to the
very feet of the dragon, but all lesser souls tarried at & aistance, nostrils dilated,
eyes fixed and staring as the epic dfamas unfolded,

Suddenly, mlght all see that the grass
by the monster was agitated like the surface of a great pond in high wind,

i great shout
arose, when the good citizens of Maneas-mor saw plainly that it Wes the hero who had
seized the fragon by its feet and drawvn it to the ground where it weved its arms wilde
ly, after a long tube~like apnendage broke off from its body, aproboscis sperhaps,for
smoke still curled from one end of it,

The people surged forward when they learned frem
those who had stretched highest that the hero had the dragon by its hortlble throat
There was e heroi But tbe struggle of giants ¥as Soon Over,

The hero took. his teeth
from the dead dragon's throat, and rose on his hind 1egs end tail, :
! ®Rejoice,0 Lizards!“

he said,"You are freel" Bt Ha Ly N
s So it wes that the terrible, bloodthirsty Madi Kind vanished
from the earth, and civilizefion made there upon; gigantic- strides, -

I, Fe=il<Lon, set
this down as our ancestors hawe chanted it for twelve hurdred years,

There were Liz—
ards in those days$ ‘ "
Given in the reign of the Three~Harned COne, . ol



" . e e ) \h;«-. u e
SRS R T A point out the name,"fan," has no distinction, —And may I fure
ther suggest that the general term, “"fandom", has an anngdying iteh to it. Couldn't
ve do better than, that? The baseball amron hag 1.1onovollzed the wprd,"fan,” many
Yyea rS agp,.. ahd the average citizen has a aazy *1 t10‘1 of balls and bats and umnires
whenev'er it is meptioned, E’UNR & WAGNER CCMPEHENSIVE “TALEA.;&D.IAI .LJ.MY vintege,
1935, gives the follo*"ing de,:.gnition. Sy ‘ Y “
TRl fan, (slann') A i’:naua.c, baseyal_L enthustbsty: @ oo
i : ; v (1 . . "“Of
courss We could exist under the fll‘sib part of thca deflmtion as a "'I‘anahc" but the*‘e
ils that beseball nalled to it rlth g semie~col on. I haye -nothing . ageinst,basebsll.
ﬁnhgone visiting our house aur::.ng the season will find ‘pue "Game of:the:Day" on the
‘iradio”in t he day time and .'Larr:,r B:zv uaklng Wl'bh the play .by play descr iptlon of
\ the Kénsas City Blues game at night. Zven the television will be off,
ey s nri wmeve; . But eouldntt
we scig,nce fiction and fentasy enthusizsts cook up °o*et‘11ng :pczre -Sriginal than
("fan","fandom® end "fanzine"-=- something with 2 little distincion,

For éxanple we
could ¢din a word made up from u‘le first letvers.of our early nroziness They wers

amazing, Wonder, Startline, and later anz} ing u’gnr‘gr. And Te have a, W,2,S,%t,
The first thmg that icaps to t;a 8ye. 15 SiiahTe - .t 9,

: S T TR RO i R Ia' ;nfoé; wheb's the
that guj?" i e e ' : s

YHgt: o Swatiim : R W A, S
ge- . M . "4 whato® ;

matter-with: .

. i t e T
s T e s s "
o [ ' . S b R T A R A S T T S gt H

You see? You.zet the idea? Think of the

advertizing a"us in a term l“ke_ that, Read the abgwe cva_‘_ogue, using

the term"fan" instead of ®SWALT", Does the cuestion,"~ wnzt?", come

3 neta.raly at the end? ‘Of. cource not, becauss whoaver was inquiring

; dboat the stra*xge behavior of our fellow enthusiaszt would
rot ask what & fan was, He would ti¥nlewof bessballs s
2 ‘from Brooklyny . Probably got hit by a fou_u.
in,the. bargaﬂn.

: of cource tke tem doesn -
]jlave j;o be SWAAT, It mayheve a buzzy,fly-.
! swats i:zg sound to it that meny would not care
_; far. From the letters sugrested ahove we: could .
j’gt_ apy gowmoination, . g could invent an entlrely
Ynew word, The orsanized clubs would have S om
/ thing worth while to do, Thev could promote
--;f/ “the word", How about SaTEAZINE and SATWADOM.
/ Lo you feel like you are a SaTWa? Do you feel
: thet this is a SATHAZINE? Kow dont't snicker,this
serious-~00 YOU FEIL IT? You don't welle—
Let's mix
W {« 'eém up again, What about WALTS! Say it over
" several times. Say it out loud. Does that
sound gocd to you? With WaATS we get @LATSDOM”
‘and WhATSZINE, Now, there's = difiiculty here,




Fans or Sians

It sounds a little like "wHatw, Byt WAATS has no ™" in it, Sey it very carefully
and you'll see the difference, I kmow i% zounis a 1itile liks LbbcitandCostsllo,You
know,"Who's on Fipst, What's on second," Since this dznger is ingerent in the word,
- : > W:':“':‘:"-' i not meice it WHAA’?S? dhere can e get an "W"?
m Warning you Mr, Smith-if Hid anyone ever publish a"Heliisk Stories™? Ever
you Bon't take my advice you'll /| heard of"Hot Picts™ laybe with a little nuge -
vake up some POTIine and_ r i Poom: S, some’ publishas 5113 start one with the
‘,\\flnd yourself dsadl ; Lot & title "Hooo0000CUT™! 4 magazine like thet would:
3 sort of call from the newsstands for quick simes,

But at the present we have no "h®, So that cooks
WHaATS and with it WAATS, 7Zou don't like S4TW,

1 don't like SiasTS, Perhaps the first letter of
ouwr eariy Prozines could be rorked up into a
usable term, -out let's move on to another sugses-
i ticne

‘Every art, nroffession or busines: has its

| own lansuaze, terms that have becoze a part of

the jargon used by those interested, but unintsll-
'igible to'the general publi¢, Seience fiction has
i1ts-shop jargon. We might latch onto one of these
ﬁ';i‘-jg_&mwords to describ{ ourseives, How about Bem, This -
consresy vy word was ceined in¥he lebter cclumns of Startiing
Shories and was used to describe certain characters ths t from tire to time inhabit :
the cover of the magazine, Hii means "bug-eyed monster . TR A

1 realize the "bembom" would be hard to sey, but it would
be apt, However, you feel that the teri: ahs no distinc./4&:
tion, it is degrading-and we want something complew ‘
mentary,

How czn we do any better than SLall! This
word was coined by one of our bes® authors, Van
Vogt, The Slans czn be found in the novel by the
Same name and are a new race of. manikind, Tney are

mutants, They have two sreat differences from hue @ohif
mans beings, first, they have a super hizh ordep— 72 /<
of morals.(And we could use a littls of thet 7 “’
in these days of cold wars, basketball cixes, and thel
Re.FeCo loans,) second, the slans can communicate by .
rrental‘teiépa’thy. They have short tendrils sprouting
out of their heads by vhich they send and receive mental ™\
messages, They can evesdron on privete: thoughts by meesns L e A
of these tendrils, Their high order of morals, however, prevent them from being
sneaky about it, We can'™ do any better than =lan. We are the SLalS of SLaIDOM,. e
use a special meang of commenication, the SLANZINE, in lieu of the mental telensthy
which we are sure to develop some daye. e could even past tendrils on our forehezds
at conventions a8 an easy means of identification and for gdvertizing purpcses,
S 4 . Eow
- gbout it? Will it be fems ar slans? I would much prefer to be a slan myself,
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H SUGENEY

— '- i 0D JOFW F/ DL 7—15

This crnament on the front of all members of the human rzce hes always held a
woird sort of fascination for me, Only in the la st few years has the belly-button
really geined e prominent place in life, For years uen and women kept their belly-
button hidden beneath one or morc articles of clothing; but then came the Bikini bathe
ing suits and the belly-button(femalc; @as thrust square into the goggling eye of- tho

plubic, vhere 1t proved far less peinful than a-cinder in samc,

1 But even before the
Bikini sulb the belly-button had been & constant sourcc of wonder to me, atleast., I
have even 015551f1ed bully-buttons under three headings, . There is 4, The rcceding
type; B. The flush type; C, The protruding type. I have personally alvays admired the
receding type where the belly-button hides 1toelf in a rather deep recess in the sub-
jedts bellye.

It has alweys been my constent shame that my oun belly-button is of the
protruding type, though not vulgarly, Even so it is rether embarrassing--imagine how
& lone protruding belly-button just fell when it is bared in the prescnce of the sever-
al receding or flushe-set belly~-butions. , And people are elrays asking meiMHave you
teen ruptured?" T his alweys burms me. My belly~button doesn't protrude thet much.
I know, 4&nd I'z not at all certein thet being ruptured would cause one's belly button
to protrude, Other places yes; but I personally never saw a rupture csuse & belly-
button to thrust belligerently out at the world,

_-dnother interesting thing about the
belly~button is the amount of alrt @nd 1lint it cen colleet." “as alint pgzther, the
belly-button is without a pevr,-with the possible cxcopt on of one other part of the
anatomy, which modesty forbids.me nameing,

CDEFEnsE ey i row

: I anm also'firmly convinced that the belly-
T AM NOT THE THINu. ) button is gne of the 13 pleces thich provide a
i : i stamping-sround for. thet romance-wrecker ,B0. TO
i prove this bufore you take your next beth, lean
1-over and teks a good Whiff of your belly-button .
“hen you revive, take a bath , brother~ you need
it, Ome fcllow I knew does this:to find out when
to take a bath--if he can stay on his feet after
the first sniff, he deesn't tﬂkL 2 bath o S AGe
Some per=
sons, even in these enlightcened days, are ashaped
of their belly-buttons, They look upon the inno-
cent belly-button as an objuct tcavoid mentioning.
That is & wrong attitued to take, 4hong buttons,
the belly=-bubton is undque in thet it is de%ecld of
useful purpose at sll except crnasuentation, Cther
buttons fasten together shirts, keop pocket-flaps
down, and generally pay their wya in usefulness,
e "/ The belly-button has no uses as these; an a ttempt
i Lanfasten w shirt to a belly-button would be worss
than iditoic=- it wculd be a dismal failure,  The belly-button is solely an ornamental
object, put upon one's person for the exclusive purpose of besubifying its wearer,
(Biologists may deny this; who cares, I ask; I em no biologist.) &nd how cenemn orna-
ment beautify if one persists in keeping its beauty under a bushel?
I em in favor of

Bikini suits as Pveryday wear, especially on 1ad1cs.
-18-
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Bruce loneg

Wt en'ell s thds WHMFT&GEIF
~Athat I'a checke 2 Mgy
| ;"::IVC.L ’A&' 'S C\luodeé;gglg§¥f}og00d 21]1'6. E.Lu-
berry's booLreview was onse of the most come
plete and satisfactory I've ever seen, Kuep
+4% Wpe Penli's colwan would be better,I
%ﬁ“pk if he stuck to musgic, it'. be sore in-
%ngdstlng anyway , since who likes to read
ant #tati@uics or the threat of them? 4s
to the music--~ properly played, anything in
‘that iine, even a imititztion like" Turn
"iour Head, Little Dearlingz, I cna't stend
Youx face" cen be pleasins, Not all hill-
billy musie¢ is the “ussal-voiced-gutar-twan-
i gin types 1¥ cante done that way, but what.
rean'? If you want.a lively .tune, something .
"pleasing and stimulating; try a record of
w&y Blonde" or "Red River Viliey" Ly say
v/ audy Wulsh, or P~n“a see. &rnie, or sonme .
Buch, : - N '

wELlﬂv&Lu i The forepoing opinions ara to take is-
A GRO ShHMAM : ‘»sue.w1th the words of J T Oiivef, “Enclish
CRGINAL - i and other lads who have all their taste in

w-their mouths--~"sverone is efkitled to- his
I opinion", so they tell me--Yso lonz ae he
1~ keeps t1 to hinself%-- of dourse-the same

; thlng -could apply to me butes-e--

: Ty 8% snd ;
this by giving a pluo for Lene -and Grouch's .
zine," B izarre", cnda plea for mat-
eriel, “lane and C: ouch'~ aing--yeh ~=as eds,
I .et the prestige(?) «s publisher, Crouch
gets the work.

T'hell with it
- 1630 0id Sliehnoee Road Bust
T Minneapolis 80, lidnn 2

e That's 7 mighty hefty woman on the cover, Wio fouled up her right arm,

the artist or the: stenc1ller? s BA

o Re Bank's hillbilly “ecords. I don't see much differ=
ence between the so-called hillbilly,so“gs you plug and the so=called popular ones,
Your hillbilly smnba are written by hackb, 'Ju8t 1like most poplar type. Waat's the
point of all this evidense that “nine of ten pop hits are steals from the ranks of
the hillbillies"? I frankly don'ft give & damn, and I wonder merely if that's why
the popular.field has gounded so bad lately? 1If it's supposed to prove that hil
billy stuff is really bettern popular, I': not convinced, By that logie, you could
prove that comis books are bettern CGalaxy, or that Egsr & Guest is a greater poet
than T.S Bliots Incidentally, I know Eddy Arnocld's voice, all right, and think he's
pretty fair, as hillbilly singers go. I like folk singers, like Burl Ives and Lead
Belly and Susan Reed, but 1 don't thinlk muéh of most manufactured "hillbilly" music,
wnich was COmposed by two guys in Brooklyn.

ali, Banlis tops Culvin Thomas Beck's Joke
in Chemerical Review(Beck said fandom drove Degler to suicide, and had poor Claude's
blood on its hendsd)s But Banks' re.ark!...tag creakest. MNotherts Day song ever wqit-
ten, M=-0-T-H=E-R," %notked me to the floar, where I rolled, tryine to gasp air, Oh,
my God, !
=20=

Redd Bogga
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Redd Boggs

I'm glad to see HElsberry has reviewed Animal Farm, probably for the
fdrst time in fanzines., I1've wordered about that book ever since it first appeared on
stf dealer's lists, Good review,

Warnert "All Cur Yesterdays" is almost a substitue
for his defunct department “When we Were Very Young" in Horizons. Very good, Ey
coincidence I'm reprinting something from the issue of Scienti-Snaps he mentions in
the ne¥t Sky -Hook. I hope you'll keep Harry at the task of fishing these items up
for reprinting in future issues, 4#&s for his suz estion thet an ennval selection of
fenzine materiel be issued, I wonder if it's feasibleé? There is a lot of good stuff
in fanzines every year, but so much of it is topical,

2215 Benjamin Sh, N, E,, Minneaplis 18, Minn,

Jchn Davis
The cover was (X, as is Rotaler's work alwayz, but the buxom babe lccked
a little too muscular to suit me,
411 Our Yesterdays seoms lilie a good idea--I hone i%
keeps up as Jell as it is nows I tried vhat he quoted from Jadk Speer--trying to think
of scmething original vhile copying some thing on & typevriter., I cen go over such
well-worn things as the Gettysburg Address end Hamlet's Soliloquy(Spell it right,dam=-
mit,)(2d's note: who ever hear of spelling soliloquy as r i g h %, that davis boy is
slipping) easily, buf trying to think yp such criginsl things as "Ho much is one and
one?", I can't do it,
Cartoon by Graham very enjoyabtle=-but how coms the name Startling
is on the back cover of the ra gt
Summer Day was wortiay of a mroz. He should've tried it
with Galaxy or somevwhere, It was really good. :
What you need is more of that type of stuff,in- A
stead of such crud as "The Truth about Child
Carel . '
Stuff(Gruff) the Euff(from off) by Mr,Banks |
was interesting, I'm one of those vwho Yike the |
gports in hiz column, though I think it should
be longer, 4And he should have something in his
column about racinge-stock, midget, cr hotrod,
it'd improve his column to have something of ny
favorite sport in it, at least to me, also,let’s
have a little less of hill-billy music,huh?
Animal Farm
reads like a book review of a hook I read once
called Animal Farm, Coincidence, huh?
liemoiries 5
waé even funnier then last time, if it 's possi- S ';
ble, Those cartoons by Gross fcor it are just oot g;_;;_;&
as screamingly funny. I want to thank Joe for | HETE WOMEN.
811 the nice things he szid about me, I wish e
more people thought that way, Then I'd have some . TR1 gl e,
of the seventeen stories, eight poems, and 3 drawings, not to merttion the twelve car-

" toons I've sent you, printed,

931 East Navajo Rpad, Tucson, aArizona

Devid English

Mcn Dieul énother column? You got six already. Your puts? I've heard
of letterzines and fiction-zines---but a column zine Il

Say did you know thet pape 22
wes printed upside-down? Is this part of your atyle, like rotien spelling,

I tested on
Silverberg's quiz, I found out just ecactly hov much I know zbout old stf., However
I an not discourcged; I will 20 Clhees D



g g

~F Ny ]
If you don t1§§§ ;giza;énd back, David un 1ish .
it LMemories improves., Joe Gross
,*\\ i3 going tc lose you your Gaoddist resders if
% i you aren't careful,(If you have any) Ee will
o _ 5 get vou oo;coqteu yet, mark my words,
e i He =zlso
[ draws good pictures, Does he dPaw them at a desk as
: : I do? Then he is 2 desk drawer, {(Ed's note: no to
! T e g be confussd with the type that draws on the froor)
»/\\;‘W,,/' \N ; ‘ ‘ Please
AN rémember nat to print anymore pages eupside-down, as
% ] b \\ when I read upside-down all my mcney falls out of ny
5 & pockets,
§ %i// 203 Robin Street, Dunkirk, New York
/j Bob Fultz
: I can' wait to sze what the SS Boys" are,
\ To keep & reader in suspence, awaitiig scmething new,
Pt is an cld ftrick, but it still work s.
g ' Harry Werner's .
i A ! column is the best thing vou have yel run., Mekes me want to
. $ ' get hold of scme of those oid fénzines, m'sclf, If anybody
' reads this, lecrme hear from you, Don't know what kind of a

L _l,,afﬂ deal one mekes for these things, but maybe you-alldo, :
P I meade
exactly zero sense out of what Speer uas taliing about; zmong Warner's ex rcerpts, The
reason, I suppose, is that I so seldcm think, 8o herd on the brain tissues, and all
that, old boy, Why think in these days, vhen everything is spelled out in the big red
capital letters, or spelled out orally znd loudly on the redio? .
Once in a great whils,
a really good poen gets printed in a fenzine-- like "The Annimal," Short only twelve
lires, but those last four really made me shiver, _

Surmer Day was air; prebably Petter
then fair, but I just couidn't £it myself to the mood of the thing. If it had a mood,
I mean, 4ind what is Akhnuuon, pray tell?

v Silverberg's prozine quiz stopped me cold
Noe 6 Was the only one I knew, &nd et that, I didn't knov the year it came out,This
was undoubtedly composed by a mag-collector for other mag=collectors.,

If Benks dreps
hill~billy records, and sports, all He'll have 1ift is his own versiocn of the Korean
War, vhich I'd just as soon not read. He says he'll write about what the reader-maj=-
ority suggests; well, how about a movie=-review and radio-mystery columh? He can write.
he just don't write about the right stuff, Write, right- all mnixed up,

. I like ‘long book
revievs generally, but Elsberry practically gave us the vhold darn boo this tire,It
only had ‘118 pages. I've just figrered it out that Jce Gross is a psueiohym for Jcohn
Grossmen, Note the similarity, or is it ceoincidence? Anyway, his Memcires are funny,
regardless of his identity, The last pege~end-a~half was a gcresm,

Oh, yes-- the art
wasn't so hot this time- efen Roteler's girly-girly tover. Her right arm-the thing's
toco foreshortened, son.

: How is Bill Vensbe'’s zine really spelled? At present, thers's
3 versionses OSneary calls it Alpha-Nulﬁ, you call it &lph-Null; and scmewhere I saw
it spelled Aleph Null, It get's confusing in the long run,
Ete 1, Bex 203, Tamms, ill % _
(Ed's notes It's epelled &lephivull and as for the cove. Araw=-
ing, I messed it up in cutting it on the stencil,

-y -
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Richard Elsberry
= : .. The cover Wwas a sexy thing, I think a conservatine estimate would..
be that that lady is built like a2 prick s (ed's nptes really Rich, besides )
thought they didn't stack it thet highl. -y '
_ . - : I have figured out WHLFTOEIF. Hey, that's dif=
ferent from last time. I've been saboteged! Oh well, let's give it a try. d#hy Has

Max Férgotten The 01d Elsberty In Fanvarieiy. Ho? I didn't think so.
¥ Lol e ¢y % Rl : Now to get down to
Silverbére®s quiz. #1 is not quite right, sstounding also had large size as long as
Unktiowfi,” They both quit it with the April 1943 issues. "I think #3 might have beén Co-
met, . The ones I1've seen have 2ll been very smell size-- you could call it digests #9° .
is right bur Cosmic's black snd wWhite Ttovers hai red and-obaet--colors-for batkgrounds, ~
#10 is also shot, Fantasy Pook @went di gest size with #3 issue not number seven,

L By Boggs

hosn't made a favarzble impression on BanksS...in fact I don't think Banks likes B 'gs
Anyhow'I kmow Banks is full of when he’ sez theb Eddy Argold sells more records thal .
Crosby.. Crosby has scld more records in the past twventy years that Arnold ever would
in a hundred} : )
ol Memories goeé a little toofar I think, and it liiks like Gross is strzin=
ing himself in some spots. I don't mind satire and I like humor but whem you have to
base your humor on ridiculing religion then that is going a little too far, Of course
hen I do it it~“is differnet=- but 1 haven't done it yet and probzbly won't,

.

413 Egst 18th Street, Mippeapelis 4, lMinnesota

Marie Louise ° % 1

. , ; Joe Gross's Memories, Summer Day, and 411 Our Yesterdays are three ex=-
cellent Feasons why Fv's popularity: . ¢ontinues to wac, amd is a growlng menace to other
fapzines, ' : o '
You've "injected some sort of personality into it, Mex. "Given it an air of
nutty nonchalance that leaps at the reader and is very, intriguing. So don't change the
name of your baby. You might put a hex on it. Besides, he present title cover the

contents pretty thoroughly,

_ T vsed tOYerone of oranges before the advent of Joe Gross and
his Memories, JMNow I look fearfully at the navel and - onder if it's safe to eat it ,Dear
Herr Gross- dhen the sega of the oranges reaches a final end(It will, won't it?) why
not take.the padlock off your diary aend reel off the real stuff? Methinks it might be
eyen juicler than the oranges. : :»” Did thet mouse Tun P .

' TB Watkins=- I could tell | your 1eg?
you the neme of the best poet in fandom, but modesty for= Py
bid¢s . Besides, that stinker biax; refuses to.print . them {- '
on the grounds that they are too pessionate and make him
Wsagy. Dut fhus has genius ever been crucified dowm. thr=
ough the agese. =k

I've figured out vhat WHMFTACFIE means, g .
Have more fun then anycther fans in fandop(RIGHTS)

Howard Rjcher : - ]
It Wwould be a good ides if you dropped the i

Ledder Box down to minirum as it takes 'up a great : "(l’c)/ e i

amount of space and seys glmost nothing. 1 am surprise [ T

ed at you for publishing areport on Animal Farm, It 'is
as much S-F as "The Décline & Fall of the Roman Empire"”
is pure fantasy and 8-F, Orwéll's smnimal Farm, as well
ag"1984", is a social: satire,

' Nelson's cartoons are good,
but the omes that are outstanding are very SCaTCee

Maybe

I'm stupid, or sométhing, but what does WHLFTOEIF meem?
1041 Neslon Ave, N,V.52, N.V,
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Qnmﬂ;ﬂg'cﬁrmick " Ry T i i :f _
I see I am still a. menber-of the WHMETEEIF. Some day I will learm how
much this is costing, or will I®?
First choice this ish? Bob Silverterg's Quiz. Second
Ribhard Elsberry 5 Bookshelf, as this is a splendid review of Animal TFarm,
i & Vo 1 note soms
of your letters give Banks a rub now that is wrong with hill-bllly recoras, @xcept
that they are called hill-billy? I like rounbain music, western love songs, folk tunes*
and dagas of the trail, If these must be classed as. hill-billy, the I like them, i
WQuldn't want a steady diet of these, but to rule them -ocut-I stand on Banks' side,
You
say to watch out for the So boys next ish, do you have a boy S5 watcher society?
155 W} Hazelhurst St. Ferndale 20, lich

™

Anna Lee MclLeod

I want to then W € Butts for his very %kind answer to m?'éﬁbt%y“
: °x Criticism of his report on the Philadelshis confe“ence

[ They went to know if We'll of Nov, 12th, Iy accusations were utterly sroundless;

{ join the Ku Klux Xlan? 3 - My T 2S04,
| B . ; ./‘

and I very much eppreciate his ansver, thich apEEared
in thé March ish of Fv, and I consider him to be a gent=
leman,

I am glad to see another one Gfﬂybur'fauns, zhe’
reminds me of my daughter..the ears canserve as horns.
All Our Yesterdays medg.pe quite sad to thlnk thet I
‘didn't know that Syr exlsbed ten years ago,

Summer Day
seunds as if Walt Klein had read "The ggfotian"‘ 2F
liked Surmer Day very much... I think that Akhnaton was:
Just as ineffective in his attempt to bring tbe Bayp=
tian s under the bellef of the one true. God" as  the Jﬂh
sun was in withering the wheat, R J Banks® GSFOTC i's.
JIK, only I would not give up the sporta if I were he;
there has to be something of 1nterest to the "hill- bil-l'"‘
ly awsdc. heters™, Richard u*soe:ry s bookreview ' of
Qannlmql Farn" vas good, I thought, for it was so com<
plete I thouzht I had read tie” boOE when I finished -it,
and as for llemories, I say "HOW" to both thé words and the pictures,,.he 1s a very good
satirist, even though a little sacreligious, We can stand more.of Joe Gross, though,
Apt, 5=--571 Otsego St,, Havre-ae-Grace Marylag_

I will not be a landing cradle for | ‘v ‘

Of course I'm sanforizéﬁ
your spa ceship or anyone else's ; R st .




W.Paul Ganley
The current issue is not so good, meinly since it has no. shining star
litke Marie-Louise's opus te offset tihe medicrity of the qeneral contents, Of note is
Warners columm; it is not scintillating like"Relatives! but may prove to be a good
drawing card, It's.a good nucleus around which to build future Fvs, 3By all means
Keep that Warner in your fold, g
" .. What did I ret on Silverberg's quiz? Twenty pointsisnd
thet brings me to a pet pecve I have: +these ndnsensical stf quizzes that appear here
and there., &) Levereantz and I both azree on this point. The way NOT to meke up a
stf quiz is to spend two howrs searcling for the most difficult quwstions you can find,
and then say th=t .anyone vtho doesn’'t get at least half is a 8tf nincompoon. There's
nothing that takes less part in the essential makeup of a fan that knowing thet"Bizarre
Osculative F iction went from 126 to 129 mages for two issues back in . October and
November 1634, =
Joe Gross is just as moronic as befor, His letter sounds intellignet
though3 how about writing for Fv when you're sober,Joe? If I were inferested in hill-
billy stuff, Gruff Stuff night be very enjoyable; as it is, I skip it,
1192 Ward Rogd,_ Ngrth TonaWanda New York
TN Here is a letter LS Ty ahatb i
& e know all about hlm--- he throws | think is noteworthy of being printed
R ittt about some past Fvse
Welter &, Wallis
I was particulary
interested to see the name of F,
Towner laney. So this is where he
has been lurking gince Warp went wWest.
Aftor Nelson's article--one of the
best hordes of fans I have struck,this
lad Nielson, How rmny ¢f him is there
enyway? I coWered away, waiting for
the bloodshed, But what hapoened
to the pitiless laney, the Terror of
the fuceheads? &»ll sweetness end
light 1is he now, suffering fhe fug-
gheads to come wunto him? I am dis-
illusioned, Pity I read his article,

B T T TN ——

avay his.old promags: .

Marie Louise's poem(B,0.) in wes
sumntuous.( Don't bOuher to look that ore up, you have a car haven't you? What de
vou drain every thousand miles?) This is the sort of poem I want to see in Differsent,
The girl has talent,(Girl? Don't tell me it 's Joe Gibson again)

A Sorry to see your
slacking off on the pornography, Spice is the Tife of Fv, so don't bother to keen
the revaftee clean, For instance get Marie Lousi e to finish $hat limerick she start=
ed in #6, It weems to be one I mmven't heard before, in which case don't lock now,
but the world Ia s just come tc an end, I see Bob Silverberg mekes an impassicned
plea fo r artier sexwork, Yo, I'm sorry, it was sexier artwork, In either czse, I
seconé the emoticn, and wait with bated breath for the result.

I liked your editorials

-~that's a good title foar them, Fig leaf, I suppose i%t's because it covers ths pri-

vate parts of the magezine, "Byje for now, and keep these Fv's chasing each other
acrcss the atlantic,

170 Upper Newtownards Bd,, Belfast, Ngortherm Ireland

edsThe response to the last issue was very good-as you can no doubt detect fron. the
Ledder Box, I had to leave out a number of letters bemause of lack of space, The
ones that were left out where the late oneg,so it was a matter of firss come. fiiat
served, I will keep * the extra %wo pages to Fv in this letter secticn, =o
if you wgnt to fiske this zine 26 pages just keep the letters coming .
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