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(for which I couldn't care less) for stories of Specific length
from month-to-month, to fill out their magazines., It was
sonewhat hastened, too, by an earlier offer (I've forgotien
how fuch ~- $500 or something 1ike that) from a Hollywood
group for movie rights to a2 story of miné; the offer seemed
slightly fishy and I turned it down flat. Subsequently, I
learned the group neéver bought any story and mever produced
any stf movie, And it hasn't been deterred any by what's
happened to stf since then, by the type of professionals who
have gained control of the field or their methods of doing so. -
And I haven't much sympathy for the problems of today's writers:
who only give about as much as they get from'the field, after
helping to make it so.- When Barl Kemp asked, 'Who Killed S-F?"
I read it only with the dcademic interest of one who had wit- .
nessed the actual nurder. D '
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No, I never expected fandom was a bed of roses, ole buddy,
but something like this Breen mess could give a very warped pice-
ture of Joeé Fan as some kind of pervert, at least from some of
the claims made by Breen's 'friends,! and I, ‘personally, don't
care to have that sort of label pinned o. me. ((+But they do
want that label, and want to make all of fandom wear it,. don't
they?+)) Of course, I'm not in the habit of publicizing my fanac
anyway. Not unless I think I can get someone interested. You'd
be surprised how many people turn it off because. the
some. of . the esoteri LENCes, Or W
g st wought, \Imost as é
expect-there to De rules about living, outside of law and mores.
((#Not at all strange, to most of humanity -- or to the noisdme
few who always try to make rules for everyone else to follow.+)

. Very tight trousers or jeans are tight in the area where
Blizabethan clothes were not; the hose went to the thighs, but
the various forms of breeches were not tight around the genitals;
matter of fact, they were quite loose, to make room for the var-
1ous.forms of padding which’could be put in the codpiece,.to enm-
phasize the genitals; often,’the pantaloons were also stuffed
and slashed as well. - Ironic, though, that these teeners, in
order to emphasizZe their masculinity may be depriving themselves
of their potency, S S CoLT

You have reminded me of the bit from the Shakespearian Era,
about how the girls would dress in men's clothing and attend
the masked brawls at the Mefmaid and suchlike establishments
of merriment and good-cheer. Now, did they'=~ 77 But I've
often wondered about fashions of the period, not only as to
what they wore but who wore what among the different classes
of society. o ' ,

A g

My mein beef about nudity is the number of less-than-
attractive bodies which would be on display, and the lack of
pockets, _ . . 3

There's something t6 claims by the nudists that nude people.
aren't unattractive, Almost all newcomers to nudist camps
appear awkward, weeks after their initial self-consciousness
has worn off; but eventually, the poise and movement of their
nude bodies becomes expressive and demonstrative -- something
people who wear clothes seldom develop. Lut you can get the
same result wearing nothing but swimtrunks all summer. And
Itve ‘wondered if a belt of pockets, or even a harness with’
them, wouldn't be handier than vhere‘we'vé got pockets now.

- Of course, we have need for them now, too. That could be
changed in some future civilization, '
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IEN ZBTIBL, 7101 Quail St., Fair Oaks, Calif.:

We had an intéresting one at work the other day.
Halloween it was. Line 4 experienced its first big‘bang
((+at Aerojet's division of solid-fuel rocketmakers, this
is+)) in quite a while - nothing alarming really, its just
that every once in a while you know there has been a good
sized explosion somewhere around. = You don't hear the big
ones - what you hear is the wump and rattle of the Duilding
as the shock wave moves it over about an inch. ‘Usually you
never find out what went bang this time, either, or whether
or not they planned it that way.

- Bnahoo, there we are about ten o'clock with the clank-
rumble of a good one. -In the. thirty seconds of ‘dead silence
that followed .(everybody was too blase to rush outside and
look) I pipe ‘up '"trick or treat". And not 2 marshmallow

in the place. , ' ’

Well, everyone.to his own celebration of such holidays.
I can't imagine all the ways in'which this past Yuletide
Season, or whatever it's called, was observed in the many
exotic places to which this fanzine's posted., sAbout all
we did was take an indian family to a Christmas Party -&
which shook me somewhat, not in chauffeuring them through
pouring rain pa&t several auto smash-ups$ while reminis-
cing about New Mexico as she used to be, but in discov-
ering at the party, after they'd got into their ceremonial
garb, that I'd been hobnobbing with a full-féethered Chief
of the Lagunas, : R ‘ '

TEALETE LN

The other thing I wanted to. get off my chest this time °
around was a passing remark in an article in Science that
completely demolished one of Joe's pet thevries. If you
consider the evidence objectively, there can't be any doubt
that hunting was man's first major un-natural occupation.

- The thought of running down an anteIope just completely fags
me out. Or the idea of crouching down in the leaves hour
after hour in the rain waiting for something to come by

Heavens to rheumatismi Ten minutes of squatting in the army
(dry) was screaming torture. ((+I'11 wait 'til you're done.+))
If that isn't enbu%h contemplate barked knuckles chipping
flint, the frustration of having your last tap split the
core the wrong way. Then there's the discipline involived

in keeping arrows dry, leather supple, knives sharp. Or

the related discipline of taking orders from the boss man

of the party, so the buffalo will move to where the best
shots can clobber its No wonder such elaborate social
structures and rituals were built up to praise the mighty

- hunter! It‘even fostered that crowning invention to keep

a man going, the nagging wife. A few millenia of that and

men were ready to become farmers, all nicely broken in.

Anyone who'd try to run down an antelope is a little too
stupid to ever be a hunter -~ any wolf can tell you that
‘much! /And anyone squatting where he'll hafta wait hours
for game to appear might as well go back to civilization
and tlhie bus stop where his talents are more sensibly ap-
plied. /ind you don't get very good results tapping flint
to chip flakes off it; the idea is to press steadily on
the right spot until a flake pops off, Dy the time you
know where the right spots are, you'll have learned one
hellova lot about the grain-structure of many kinds of
rock -~ and you can fashion a2 good stone axegead in about
thirty minutés., And if the leéather's not supple or the
knives sharp, it's your own stupid fault for not beating
hell out of 'your wife -~ or giving her enough time to do
any nagging, either,
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HALDRY W.RNEBR, JR. 423 Sunmit ive., Hagerstown, lid, 21740:

The job crisis is ended, at least for a while, so I might’
acconplish now the achievement that has eluded me since the
last broken hip: catching up on fanzine reading and comnenting.
This time, the work question was a close thing: I came close
enough to quitting to cleaning out my desk and inquiring about
the cost of having the house rearranged into apartments, for
extra income in case‘I found it hard to find something else -
to do. ~ ((+For years, I've wished you would quietly sell out,
buy a motorbike, strap a bundle’'on the carrier rack, and head
for someplace like LCuenos hsires. Y'know why? TYou'd love it.#)
Maybe I'11 tell the whole story in ilorizons. DIriefly, one
person above me got demoted, another is getting Moved Out,
nobody below me got promoted over me, . I've retained’vhe‘sgme
status as before, and I believe that 'my dignity is sufficiently
intact to justify staying on the job. I calculate that by
1967, I'1l have made most of the big foreseeable investments
--better audio equipment, a paint job for the house, instal-
lation of a downstairs bathroom, a trip to Burope ((+I DON'T
DELIEVE ITi+))--and I°1i find it much Aicer to live then on a
sharply reduced incone if I get fed up.

I've pot news for you. Lesides contributing lots of art
work to old fanzines ((+and a lot of old fanzines to blitzed
Lritain--or was it old prozines?+)) and selling to a number of
prozines ((+and being a Gold Star member of the old LCritish '
Whatever-It-Was Society+)) and so on, you were the main figure
((+of -coursel+)) in Columbia, S,C., fandom for a couple of
years ((+whaaa-z~a?+)) and published an excellent fanzine
called Southern Star, ((+Just pass me the jog thar, sonny.+))
One of the burdens on my conscience is that I've never admitteéd
to mixing you up hopelessly for a long while with Joe Gilbert.
You were most active in fandom of the 1940's after I'd begum
to slow down, I don't think we had any direct contact in those
years ((+wonder who the feller was used to pub my Martwork" in
a fanzine called Spaceways?+)) and somehow I rememberéd the
Columbia fan's name wrong and assumed that he was you. It was
only after I began taking fan history notes and ran across
many references to Joe Gitbert that I realized what I'd done. '
In case you remember Joe Gilbert, you might understand that
the mistake was natural for someone who knew both people onily
by writing styles. ZBEven today you sounc quite a bit like’ Joe
Gilbert.  ((+Yeh -~ whatever happened to hin and Sullivan,
anyway?+)) ' o '

The con report made magnificent readings I think it's the
closest thing I've seen to an inside story from someone who
actually helped to put on the event since several survivors
of the last Los Angeles convention told everything ((+thé
hell you sayl+)) from the standpoint of committee members.

The entire Pacificon had an atmosphere of unreality for me-

long before it started, partly because of the Lreen affair,
partly because it was the first worldcon in several years

that I had no intention of attending (tlie two matters are not.
connected-~-if I go thiree thousand miles, I want to get out of
this country, that's all), and some of tixe things that you
narrate maeke it seem éven more set'aside from the normal, real
convention stereotype. ((#Noo-0-0, it certainly wasn’t that.+))

So I'misunderstood your remark about fandom, the public,
and hate, but you can't expect me-to Leep the procedure by
which I earn my living comnpletely separate from fandom. Of
course, I don't get paic for miscuoting fans. ((+I didnt't
say anytlhing, did I?+)) Dut I never felt the desire for
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ouent back i I'd greatly
. re any subsequent back 1ssue§, : 7
gg;gezggtgagezggng thgm. I never did learn how the starship

series ended-~-and after going;so-fari

eq g ‘ i bout

' ine just this past year, requests for and queries a _
23§§fis§3§s-of gzpb%cage s? frgquegzsafagorgiaiiggig :2222Y

ing. Perhaps after a fanzine has had relatively st
gﬁziiggtioneforpa certain'ti@e, redaders Eggln to gxz? tégzn
had some few of its earlier issues. So finally, tu% dovmn
throurh my file-copies and thinned then dowmn to éysb Og o
each issue, then went through ?he whqle %oqse an__s;o c ou
as many other copies as got "disposecd of" in Robbie's per
iodic mad fits of housSecleaning. That job alome blew a
couple of my weekends. :

1 to do some thinking, which is very hard work.
§1§§tga3§§ didn't have time to handle many orders for back-
issues; and a bit of figuring showed that anybody ordering
as many as a half-score of them in orne lump would leave me
with over 70¢ postage costs.,” Lut most of all, the whole
thing would be cutting inito what available free time I have.
I had to put a price on those back-issues wiich would make
it worthwhile. Otherwise, I should forget the’'whole thing
and simply ignore any requests for back-issues, or politely
deny that any exist. (¥*If sent back Zast.) o o
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Linyhow, a few of most issues are availible and the price-
list is included here again this month,. ~ :

In the liny issue you nentioned Fritz Leiber's THE -WANDERER,
so I suppose you have read it. Can you tell whether the scien-
tific background in it is correct? I don't mecn such hypothe-
tical concepts as hyperspace and null-gravity but rather the
matters, such as the physical effects of -the Wanderer on the
Barth, that are presumably explicable in terns of today's
science. Leiber seems to have taken pains to make these accu-
rate, but I haven't the scientific background to judge his
success. Uowever, a couple of things puzzle me. - The Wanderer
apparently is supposed to have about the size and mass of the
Barth (cf. pages 67, 72, 117), and'its effecis on the Barth
are presumably appropriate to this, but it turns out to be not
a so0lic¢ chunk of rock and metal but a honeycomb of large rooms
~-some fifty thousand floors of them-~with a twenty-mile-
across hollow at the center and a thirty-yard-thick skin of
metal on the outside (pages 227-38). Would such a body have
Barth's mass and therefore the gravitational and meteorologi-
cal effects on Barth and the Moon that occur in the novel?
ly other question has to do with Tigerishka's account of the
masking of the light of the stars by the tens of thdusands of
artificial planets orbiting each ome (pages 257-58). Our
solar system, she says, "is one of the few primeval spots
left," though it will be taken over within two hundred years.
The "great dark central.cloud" in our galaxy' ((+That’s the
Coal Sack+)) consists of "planet-choked suns,'" and we see
the other stars only because their 1ight left them before
they were artificiclly planetized. ‘It scems to me that we
See too many stars in the Milky Way, and at too great a dis-

tance, fgr this galaxy to have been colonized as thoroughly
as Tigerishka implies. . '

It's presumed to have 125,000,000,000 suns 4in a
shape 100,000 lightyears in diametér and 10,000 lightyears
thick -~ though ﬁelng where we'are, we actually see only

about two-thirds of those suns, if IArémember correctly --

giant lens
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YOUR /TTENTION,PLRASE...11}
THIS IS AN S.C.S...111
HOR FROM M.RS BUT EROMN /RGENTIN....ik1

The L. PLAT. SCIENCE FICTICH SOCIETY needs your cooperatlon.
It is the second organizecd -association in this country -the
Buenos «aires SF Soc was. the first one- aimed at br*nging
together those persons in thls c1ty who have science fiction
as a common interest. 4

The L. PLAT. SCIENCE FICTICN SOCIBTY was finally organlzed in
March 1964,by a very small. group of fans, just four and is
1ntended as a literate meeting of minds of people who. llkes_
science fiction,fantasy and horror,books,magazines and films.
The L4 PLLT/. SCIBNCE FICTION SOCIBETY welcomes people of all:
ages,prov1ded they are interested in entering the unusual
realm of sc¢ience flction fant&sy and supernatural stories

and novels, .

The I/ PLLT. SCIENCE FICTION SOCIESLY is open to everyone who
wants to sign the membership and is 1ntegr rte¢ at the moment
by a small group of pcoplei We are in need of s¢ many things
that it becomes. even impossible to 1list them ull. Wle have .
just bought,with 1ndescr1pt1ble sacrifices(?) this typewriter,
letter paper and envelopes,an old bookcase and some sSecond
hand books and magazines,integrating our own library.

The- Li PLAT/. SCIENCB FICTION SOCIETY,sends this S.0.S. to ail
persons and in a particular way to all fans in the world,
expecting to get any kind of help'from them: a magazine (fan
or pro)(any t1t1e,any daté)a book,a letter, suggestions too, .
anything shall be welcomes Science F1ct1on is resisted in
this country,because it is something new(?) to most of
readers,so we have to plead for your help...

Thank you. , : :
' ) - R B B e m X AL SRR R

Write to: Oswald E11iff - + o _

Calle 2 no 270 20 + XI'm publishing this

1L PILTL (BL) 4+ because I think it

. ARGBNTINA. SA. : . + may interest a few
. + of you &~ although

+++++++++++++++++++++++++*+++++++++++++ I know some of you

have already seen it
since 1t's alfead been circulated in the N3F. 411 I know
about it is that Plata, a city of over 200,000 pedple,
is located some 100 kilometers south of Buenos lLiires., But
I'm putting Senor B11liff on Sur subscription llst and per-
haps he’ll write us more about los guartos amlgos de .
cuentos fantasticos -- whlch is about all the Spanish

anybody Here knows.
t t 2 | I I B t 3 Tt ot t

AT+

DWAIN KAIS;R’ 5321 Mountain ViGW‘Drive, Las Veqas, Nevada'

Usually 1n.1etters 11ke this I'd ask the faned I'm writing
to if he would be interested in joining Interipa, but T won't
do that in your case. I doubt very much-if you'd¢ be interested
in joining., The first mailing is -March 15, 1965, $0 if
are interested ("1I'11 1~y "100 to 1 Dbet, thwt he......"g,
write. liembership is $2. 50, three nalllnvs a year. ‘
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FUTURB S¥BECS... was interesting, very. I was even more
interested in .CClarke's proposal for an airplane that could
be flown without outside power. Now that would really be
something... I wonder if his precdiction of a2 new sport

where teams race each other will come true?

I've seen fotos of various bicycle~pedal-powered gliders
and read of others recently, noné of which quite met
Clarke's specs for a successful sporter. But hell, guys
Were riding under small, gas-filled blimps a hundred years
ago; why not mount pedal-run propellors on a hot-air blimp?
But what really puzzles me is how anybody could be at all
. interested or the tiniest bit intrigued by such jazz. Put
me behind an engine, bhoy -~ to hell with all that puffing
and wheezingl EI]de't care much for rowboats, either.)

LI AR A

By the way, the zine under the imprint of your mimeo
looked a lot better than it did before. The basic trouble
that I have with my mimeo (2 very cheap one) is that it is
very messy and that it takes a long, long time to run some-
thing off. '

If 1 nay ask, what is/was the Starship Series? Please
don't scream? . shake-~cown cruise for me would be most in-
teresting. 1 remember...several months ago I subbed to g2
because I wanted to see a zine where there was discussion
of science and math. Now that the con is over perhaps there
will be more of this? But at any rate it was enjoyable.

I had already more or less got the impression that a lot
of scientists didn't really know what General Relativity had
to say oncertain things...but the main trouble now is, (it
seems to me), that a vast number of scientists do not believe
in many of the things that Einstein did. The Unified Field
theory, for instance., Part of this attitude might be because
Einstein néver got things down so that everyone could under-
stand them. ./nc¢ part might bé because BEinstein did not asso-
ciate with his contemporaries. 4And¢ thén there was that big
blow-up over the Uncertainty Principle, I read recently in
the newspaper ((+a notoriously bad source for any kind of
technical news+)) that a person who had studies under Einstein
claimed that he had proven with experiments funded by hin-
self that there was a relationship between gravity and elec-
tricity: 4ind then there was nothing mores Bithetr it was a
fraud, or else the Physics sector decided to just ignore the
whole deal. I don't know what to think but I do know that
if John W, -Campbell ever gets ahold of this’'it will be the
Dean Drive, Dianetics, etc.; all over again,

Clay had some fairly interesting facts there, but they
didn't bring out anything that I hadn't already suspected.
As of right now, I read F&SF and ANALGG ‘regularly, and just
night buy an issue of the¢ others if they had a story in them
by an author that I like. But this business of Galaxy going
up to 60¢ -~ terrible! I have dropped that magazine com-
pletely. I think that it is about the worst out.

The nice thing about the old pulp magazine era was that \
most people liked to read the detective and western pulps,
which made a profit; but the chain publishers had to put-
out enough different magazines to dtive a wedge in their
competitors' mags on the newsstands, so they were willing
to publish science~fiction pulps which ncver made‘a profit.
(Fantasy pulps had a much more colorful existance, tho.)

+ e+ E et
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have applied the hard technology to your '"starship drive" to turn
the idea into an invention? ((+If so, I'd damned well never tell
the Patent Office! They publish patents, y'know.+)) My guess is
that you were just playing around,.and still are. ((+I'¢ been
reading the ads in SCIENTIFIC LAMBRICAN.+)) (Not that you weren't
in earnest. Iy definition of non~play is work: something you
wouldn't do unless you got'paid for it.) There are places where
you get paid -for raw ideas, without the backbreaking work of
polishing them up, They were called science~fiction magazines -
last time I looked. If you need somedne to stir inm. ‘''story
values', which I doubt, there are bound to be some good colla-
boratots floating around., ((+The fish have probably got-to ‘em
by now, .certainly.+)) In other words, Joe Gibson, why aren't ,
you in tliere breaking down a few of .those taboos you keep telling
us about., If you can sell to Other Worlds, you can certainly
sell to /Lmazing, or are you ftoo proud? S SRR

Rick, I have. Several times, But I remember feeling elatedl
over the first story I ever sold (the 3rd or 4th I'd ever .
written; it was‘'to TWS) for all of soucthing like five minutes.
Then I sat down, thought a bit and ducdled on the back of the
envelope that $50 check came in, 4And I estimated that, for .
the time spent on writing that story, my earming capacity had:

been something just a bit over 35 cents an hour..

So long as science-~fiction ed/pubbers.go around bragging .
about what Great MNovels they have, what Profound Concepts and -
excellent writing and superb characterization and deep socio- -
logical insight -~ you had endbugh yet? -- I feel that anyone
who punctures their balloon’'is in a perfectly legitimate bus-
iness. 4And I'm enjoying it, S S

R R R R E R R e

I believe in common sense first, authority second, and fans
not at all (unless they happen to be an authority on Jazz, say,
or literature). ((+Name one.-- and prove it.+)) HNat even some-
thing simple ané straightforward 1ike traffic directions, you
ask., ((+Nope.+)) Bspecially not on traffic directions. ((+In-
dubitably.+)) I may go along with the gag, if there doesn't
seenm to be any other way, but deep down ‘I know everyone else
is just as confused as I am. ((+You're too gentie and mannerly
with ‘em, Be firm, They're all crazy as becbugs.+)) For example,
I don't believe half "the things you say about relativity, nor
would you want me to. The proof of the time paradox in Scien-
tific fimerican, on the other hand, I do believe. ((+You mean
that Brownowski article I suggested Jim Caughran go read and’
stop bothering me -about clock paradoxes?+)) I1I'm no nehilist,’
I just like my ideas seasoned with math. Personal preference.
Someone else may find it convenient to believe what you have-
written on telativity, and so long as they don't iry to pilot
ny starship, that's fine with me. ((+I've found that you must
not use math in a fanzine 6r prozine unless you're satisfied
with a very small aucdience.+)) The point I'm trying to make
is this, To my knowledge, no fan is an authority on abnormal
psychology. Therefore any "information' I read in fan publi-
cations on this subject is really no information at all. And .-
how am I supposed to pass-judgement on a fan whom I know abso- -
lutely nothing about? o IR
Taking your last question first, you're always doing that
and you know-it. e must all do it. 4And'T don't recall
saying that you should consult some other fan about abnormal
psychology. In fact, you might try explaining how what - )
you've said here differg in any way from what I said to you.
Your- last question wds supposed to convey something, 1 sus-
pect, but it doesn't. It simply ignores the rather bitter
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MISHA MCQUOWN, STILL same place (Tallahassee):

Glad to see a change in paper:; hope you*il someday go
back to lettersize format, as it will be much easier to
stores ((+¥ou dreamer,+)$ o ‘

Rick Norwood -~ trains used to be the way to travel; the
expense and the poor service don't. make it worth while. The
meals are over-priced, for ome thing, the heating system
never seems to be reasonably regulated, and it's simply too
slow. ((+ind most people don't live near a railroad station.+))

Joe ~ so, I still don't see why Gene's name didn't come up
in the Rifleman. ((+It's thisaway: the Rifleman's a general
circulation magazine among shooters, so it prints the résults
of the Opens which any shooter can get into if he wants. You
get to be a top skeet-shooter only by attending shoots all
over the country, all year 'round, and shooting in gvery event
-~ and making a high over-all score for the whole shebang.
Then, as I understand it, you're permitted to enter special
events reserved for only the top contestants, nobody else. .
And your score in any one such'event is important only inso-
far as it-affects your over-all score and standing -- if you
slip once, you've got to go back and earn your status all over

Betty K - seems a shame to waste one's charm on 2 Rambler.
Bob said he tried to call recently, but you were gone, '

Sure, I've seen Remingtons, Griswold & Griersons, etc; I
simply don't ever recall your saying what the B.Spec. wds.,
Is yourn named after llrai, or was this a make I never heard
anything about? B ' -

Oh, thatl! I'd swear you asked what kind of gun it is.
Named after Wrai, of course; I thought that would be com-~-
pletely obvious -~ like with the Buntline Special. Y'see,
back in the summer of '63, we heard Wrai might be down for
the Westercon so we got that gun ready for him., But he
didn't make it.  We still had it when the Kujawas sprung
that Reno Shoot, and used it there. "/ind finally, when
Wrai did come down for the Pacificon, last fall, it was
still waiting for him and he wore it.

LR

Movie report: we have the backers, we have the studio,
we have the distributor. But they want a new script - which
I expected ~ and will do the thing as soon as Bill Schwartz
and I get one ready that suits them, the present job being
too much to be producible’ within the budget. Bill will be
in Tallahassee next month, and we will begin the re-write.
The title has absolutely been dropped, and the new script
will take off from about the middle of the present one.

I'm not counting any unhatched chickens; this is my first
venture at screémplays, and if it doesn't pan out, I won't
be out anything, because I'm bound to learn something from
the experience. Will keep you posted on further develop-
ments. ((+You've done dammned well, alreadyi+))

I see Rick Brooks lower cases 'Negro,' or was that your
stencilling? Hmmm? S . :

+ Probably my stencilling -- I lower case 'whites' too,
mosttimes, 1In fact, back there in Zettel's loc_1I lower
cased "indian'" becuz it occurred to me that an Indian
should be somebody in India. oo
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attraction and center of'ipterest.

Several -others have said much the same thing, It's inter-
esting, now, to remember how the Committee worried for
months about two things: the fan attendance of West Coast
cons is. usually small, comparatively speaking, and we have
a lot of 'casual readers' in this area who were expected
to attend (and did) -- also, the large number of very young
Monster fans who were expected, as well as the children of
attendees who travelled long distances to get here, But
(one) it wasn't a small convention and (two) they learned
at the last minute that the Monster fans were putting on
their own convention, across the Bay.,. : : '

R R E Y

I am yvery much in favor of some price-adjustment for TAFF
winners depending on where the convention will be taking place
stateside,

. TiPF is for the winner at'the Con and round about the con-
city within a2 reasonable area,dont you think? Or am I nit-
Picking or bringing up even more complications?

No, you're right -~ but I've chopped your remarks a bit,
here, because I'm very much aware of people reading this
who felt a quick tug of irritation and boredom, the minute
you mentioned TAPRF, and who'd rather skip over this.

++ 4+ *

But yes, the travel expenses,the *hidden' charges and
expenses.Ofly Britifen whove been through this know what it
can add up to. . Lnother thing, one Don Ford and 1 have laughed
and sighed over for many many years now, is this problem we
always have with Britifen and their ideas of size and distance.
Not only stf-fen...in a TIMB mag article recently it was men-
tioned how British and Buropean tourists simply couldnt get
imericas size through their heads.....fr'instance ome party
would(seriously now Joe ané Robbie) plan to see,say,Niagara
Falls in the morning, have lunch in Dallas and expect to spend
evening and stay overnight at Phoenix...and not by jet-plane,
mind you; but by bus or car! Not only do they underestimate
the cost,more importantly in many cases they underestimate
the time-factor. : . -

4ind sending maps and sectional-maps of America doesnt
help too much either...did that with Ella Parker before she
came over and I know the size and breadth and mileage still
didnt register till she started driving back from Seat¥le to
here in a car with Pavlat and Bvans, They underestimate and
I suppose we over-estimate in this context.

I wonder if any of 'em really believed it for a moment when
I said a car~trip overland from London to Istanbul was in
almost every way comparable to a car-trip from San Prancisco
to (and no farther than) St., Louis, Missouri?? '

But this and the other problem -~ the lack of enthusiasm
many fans have for a Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund -- are things
I think about when considering whom to support as a TAFF
candidate. Bvery TAFF winner becomes a T.LFF administrator
who. must cope with these problems, Some have done a lot;
Ron Ellik's been an 0O1ld Taffer almost long enough now for
me to be giving him due ¢redit for all he did. But the
problems are still there, still unsolved and perhaps un-
solvable. So if I'd never voted for any TAFF candiddte
before, at all, I think I'd want to vote this time ...

for Bill Donaho.
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Just once in the past several months, I've asked Bill
Donaho what he thought about’these TAFF problems. Much
to my amusement and approval, he just patted his beard a
couple of times and then calmly changed the subject!

Anyone with an ounce of sense would realize I've been
bellyaching about "problems" which haven't yet become
critical or even very noticeable., Right now, TAFF's

doing fine; neither its popularity with relatively few
fans nor the present limit on the Pund has caused anyone
any great hardship., Also, it's been my private practice
to raise hell about "problems' before they become at all
bothersome; I'm well-known for that., By now, it shouldn't
surprise anybody, '

I've never known any '‘problem'" to becéme critical if
peopleé were at all concerned about it. When they aren't,
tho,..well, I rather._  expect'there’ll be trouble. I may
not know exactly how or when, but it gets me wondering
about things like who's a good man for a job.

Of course, 1 know you agree, Betty, that Bill has all the
other qualifications normally expected in a TAFF winner,

R E R R i N I N N

I'quité agree with your comment to lMisha in'the October
issue, Joe. About 'muzder will out,inescapably,in this
crowd'....ergo my saying that time is on Our Side, and that
Time Will Telf. ((+Y'know, I'm not terribly worried about
that, somehowe.+)) |

No no no no nonono.,.,.no. It was not a German girl with
an American husband who dreamed up stretch-pants, etc...it
was, says nit-picking Betsy, the wife of a Nazi German officer
who hadda skii lodge on her hands and a hubby who was prisoner’
of either imericans or Russians (he was Luftwaffe or somesuchly
she got the idea and when he was repatriated they got hold of
more @.I. materials,a sewing machine, and got in business.

+ Well, hell, I got the girl right, didn't I?

By the by,speaking of things genérally assumed to be
examples of good ol' Yankee know-how,.....those coffee-cans
with the plastic lids are not of our invemtion,we borrowed
this from Sweden or Norway a few yeéars back. And why someone’
hadnt come up with that idea 20 years ago I will never know....
because its too simple, I suppose,

Lessee, now -~ those plastic lids came from development of
our polymer plastics industr¥, didn't they? Pioneééred just
after World War 2 by the Du Pont outfit, it was....and

20 years ago? Why that was 1945, give or take a few
months, and these civvie "field technicians' from Du Pomt
were in a'G-2 office near Munich with an ex-combat scout,
namely me, telling 'em exactly where 16. Farben's research
center was that had the "secret" info on polymers -- which
they'd sat on for several years simply becuz they knew
they'd ' never get a damned pfennig out of the Nazis for it.
(Later, by court action, they did get quite a loverly lot
of pfennigs out of Du Pont for it.) But I.G. Farben hadn't
quite carried polymers so far that they had plastics (if
you're thinking, as some did, that it might've "saved"
Nazidom); neither did Du Pont make a "cartel secret' of it
when they got that far -~ they got that info only on legal
condition that it'd be made available to everyone. (4nd
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they got hauled into court again, several times, when they
didn't -- or it sceemed to-someone that they hadn't.) So
you got plastic coffee-can 1lids from Scandinavia, but not”
20 yecars sooneér. I'd hardly stopped getting shot at then.
For chrissake, womani!| ; o : =

R N Y

Had I the enerpy(sinus build-up is fierce today) 1d go
into details of Genes'visit to the Lincoln Division of Ford -
Motor Corp. last week, kids...,.it was one of those dredrn-
deals most gvery car owner would love to get.a crack at..

. Recently Gene met, via skeet, a Top Gun,;Big Man of the
Lincoln Div, Gene being good customer sounded off loud and
strong about what he thought was wrong with this and that
about Lincoln Continentals, etc..((+You were expecting him
maybe to bow' low from the waist?+)),..seat placement, foot-
brake set-up,dealers,all kinds of grotches... over long-
distance phone I got into the act and told the fellow my
feglings on that no foot-room, no knee-rfoom in the present
model, - ' . ’ '

You go on for aboéut six more paragraphs on Big Kuj, Con-
sultant Bngineer, getting consulted like it was something
new -- and maybe FORD should do it more often, at that -~
and tlien spring a "Not for publication" on me! Pffine
thing.s What isn't?” So they asked ‘am in for tea., You
think they shouldn't? Good engineers grow on bushes??

EE R R

- Methinks those first 3 pages of the November g2. some of
the best you have ever done...Id like to see this copied and
pubbed elsewhere. ((+Considering the so-called “'quotes" that
heve appeared some places, I'm not so sure I agree.+)) .

You know my feelings as to fanzines and what théy should
be or shouldnt be ((+I can always ask Wally Weber+))...that
whoever pubs that zine has a perfeét right to do it any dern
way he/she wants to do ,it...%eri()d. And nobodys got?izright
ﬁo tell ém This or that abouf it.Its their zine and their

usiness, R o :

Id find a great big gorgeous super-fanzine appalling,
myself.  As such a monarch isnt at all what I want...'its
the personal touch in fanzines, the flavor and spirit, ox
whatever, of the guy what puts it out that makes amateur
publications in my book. Iffen I want some slick sleck
professional ‘exquisite jobbie I can sub to .SATURDAY REVIZW
and the likei...gimme the home-made (or fan-cteated) zine of
a Joe Gibson, a Buck Coulson, a Bthel Lindsdy, or a group
such as the late and sorely missed CRY-gangGimme the real
good ones, the so-so ones, the cruddiest crudsheets, and :
what apazines kindly fen allow me to havé(heh, and what Cult
zines I can beg borrow or steal) Joseph..that to me‘'is the .
point of all this; its a zine from Buck and Juanita, or from
Joe and Robbie,or from Ethel,etc....not some glorious 40°
page monthly thing all that done-up, That sort of set-up,
Joe, I think would smother and kill the flavor of what I
want from fanzines....... - . . o

You know’'what's amusing about all this? It's to get such
comments, not only from you but even from some oldtime fens,
and read 'em while remeibering what happened in fandom. It
all began with cruddy fan magazines that tried to be exactly
the georgie-us "super-fanzine™ horrors you describet

++E+
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Almost all the very early fanzines were like that; - there
were still some fairly "strong' ones when I got in, and
we've some vestiges of it occasionally, even now...but
you've seen 'em described: the ultra-sercon tybes, the
fanzines that try to be prozines" with the Table of
Contents and “departments" and things of that nature.

So wha' hoppen?. I mean, have you ever heard anybody tell
how fanzines ever quit being like that, and became the
personality-type 'zinés that we have todqy?? Not just
theories about why it happened, but how it happened{?

There was a "transition-stage fanzine'" in there between

" that early type of "fan magazine" and today's pérsonality

'zines that almost nobody ever mentions anymore. Y'see,
those "fan magazines" weren't too successful; their eds
were always crying for material,..and it occurred to some
of 'em that one way to get material coming in regularly
for evéry issuec was to have somebody write a regular fan
column, But sometimes you had to lean over backwards
and give such "columnists" all kinds of free expression
and things of that nature, or maybe they'd quit you in

a huff and go write their colyum for some other guy's
fanzine..,. And with that, some "colyumnists" began to
write persomnality chitchat stuff -- and it was almost
overwhelmingly popular, fans raved about the stuff and
more guys kept trying to write it., 1In fact, at one time
it got so bad, I remember & fanzine editor complaining
about so many guys writing colyums that you couldntt
find anyone with enough time to write an article anymore.

But along about that time, "fan magdzines" were dying out.
The guys writing the:personality colyums didn't have any-
body to publish their stuff anymore: They had to publish
it, themselves--and today's fanzines were born. They're
more like  pamphlets than magazines: but there's hardly

an editor left alive in fandom, anymore.

And maybe we've lost SOméthing there, Maybe a fanzine

pubbed by some guy who writes less than 25% of it, with

75% by three other guys, would be one fanzine containing
as much as you can only get in 4 separate fanzines now.

But "ye edde'" would damn' sure have to be an editor.

He'd also be worked to death,

Ais to 1etters;.33ehe‘shook his head wonderingly at Rick

Norwood's comments and remarks as to his own experiences in
car-crashes (as you can well imagine him doing,I bet!) This
is obviously a personal thing, a case of each reacting in
his own way to such. A guy with flying experience and with
close-shave experiences may or may not, I guess, be like
Gene...it would depend in each case on each person. But
lets say Gene found Ricks question surprising.

R

You'd find someone occasionally with Norwood's reaction
in a combat rifle squad; most of 'em get the feel of the
thing if you give 'em their own time, and some get darned
good -- but it's sheer hell when such a guy has some con-
viction that "he's just'made that way" and can't change
because then, of course, hé won't., But you've gotta be
Sympatice with the guy, too, at first, That's usually all
he needs, even tho it's a little harder for him than for

most -- same as with a guy who's néver been scared before!
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+ There ought to be a good textbook on this for every coach
+ of any school or "bush league" football team,

Course, too, its a case, like you said, of your physical
condition, including what you had for breakfast mebbe, your
age, and the type of person, personality-wise, you are€i..e.
surely like'in the case of our crash if this had happened to
you, kalevy, Metcalf, or Donaho as well as Gene we'd have
all kands of actions and reactions by same, no? Think of the
emotional reaction after it was over! I remember only too
wel}l I didnt even look at Gene, I heard him say he wasnt 21l
right, that he was blceding and I flew out that car door with-
out turning my head to look at him and was hollering up and
waving up at highway above me in an instant,..it was after I
realized his head-cut was superficial that inwardly I said
prayers, proper traditional Christian prayers, instinctively,
Same as when I consigned myself to Gods Hands as we flew into
space, And I dont mean I prayed smugly or as a playing-it-
cagey play just in case there wes a God up there...hows that
for a reaction of an agnostic?™ :

But then I am not a driver... and I personally had no
contro} over what was to be,Gene did and had umpteen decisions
to decide and things that had to be done with hands and feet,
and he was trained for just such a contingency. -

Well, he knew he was ponna fly.a Lincoln Continental over
that open culvert that Soon after breakfast a lot earlier
than you did, I suspect. And considering the space which-
those designers have left under the dashboard of a Connie,
I'm not surprised you chose the windshield instead -- and
to roll into it, not be thrown into itj; you telaxed when
you could have tensed up, And I notice, too, that you do
not remember making any such decision in so specific a way.
(Not consciously -- but I wonder if it made you more than
usually aware of the short leg-room in that later-model
Connie you were loaded into to finish the trip!??)

LR E R}

~Rick Norwoods asking about why pecople live in places’
infested with earthquakes,etC.....iI know the thing I've
always found mistifying is the flood-country where folks
stay and stay regardless of being washed out from time to
time....floods, with the resultant loss of the entire house,
or having ones first-floors chock~full of muck and silt are
the catastrophies that Id like the ‘least..thats just too

darn messy. ‘

Been -in tornado country all me life,I guess of them all
I'11l take our native danger of big twisters to quakes,floods
or hurricanes....((4#Cutting this short: d'you realize any of
us is far more likely to be victim of 'an auto accident? Why
do we put up with thatz+)) : - . '

You an' Tackett and that there Albuquerque...sheeshi.
Any place that has my throat like raw hamburger by noon
each day isnt all that great boys. Only good thing about
that dry-dry throat-irritating country is that when you wash
out undies they are bone-dry before you can hang them up.

((+ Shucks, all you need there is a sufficient supply of
liquid refreshment and sense enough not to talk so blamed
muchl+)) : :
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Here we'are besieged by winter gales, snow and ice.,..By
the wey, do ynu know that your balance now stands at
slash-L 2 dask 3 dash 2d? I will continue to renew your
SKYRACY stb-.automatically until you tell me otherwise, but
this won': drain away your wealth (unless Bennett drasti-
cally iacreases his rates.) Anything you want doing with

(%4

your riches? Want to buy a space rocket (British)?

+ 1 have heard;just‘regeﬁtl fhat Bennett's rates may
+ take every bit of that, est deduct your postace costs -
+ before he gets at it,.. . R

MAE S. STRELKOV, las Barrancas, Ascochinga, Cordoba,
LArgentinad

Kindness of Betty K, I've not omnly received two Zines
from you, but she'sent a glowing Kodachrome((or rather, two))
in whiéh you glow, and I can't make up my mind whether you,
Robbie, are better looking cven than Joe, or is it the other
way around? Handsome is that handsome does, anyway, and. I
gather you do, "handsome" alsol 1In fact, Betty's praise of
you rings hight o ' | A

So darlings, I approach yo'all with open heart, though .
I do confess that your zine (like all zines) is way above
ny head. lle, I'm a country-bumpkin, o

Betty's spread such nice stories about us that I'm going
to have to start telling fans how I sprout Rair and fangs
and type this lettercol on full-moon nights, DBut let's’
see -~ where did I put that atlas -~ Las Barrancas? lo,
maybe Cordoba. Yes, it has the Province. Looks about
500 niles northwest of Buenos Aires, :

o+t

Do you have Salamancas in Cerros Bravos in California?
We even have fiery salamanders -~ as per local folklore
modern to thie minute -~ and other wonders, guarding these
magic cave$. And supposedly the hills- thereoff groan and
send out ‘fog and even smoke, and quake, if a stranger tries
to climb them. And in'a pool in a supposed crater at tiie
top of the nearest one,near‘us, there's a blond mermaid,
or lady, (suppcsedly, again, for I've not yet met her),
calléd Mayuc llamau, one of a number of Maya dryads, who've
even gone so far as to give their names to Latin American
rivers, (Any rivér ending in mayu refers to her or tlhem,
and means "river".) S ‘ :

Meanwhile, we have UFOs galore, and all sorts of other
marvels, and I don't know why I'm.so lucky of late, to find -
myself "living' exactly where I'd best want to be if I could
choose. True, nobody takes this seriously yet, and when I -
burble abroad with joy that we've met "contacts" of saucers, -
everybody snorts royally., Wor am I trying to prove the
unproveable, but believe me, life gets curiouser and
curiouser. So what is 1life like up there? Saucers,. too?
Or-do you chase your salamanders away with your skepticism?

I just betl ‘ : - ‘ :

No, not with ' skepticism ~- we just keep bigger salamanders
as watchdogs, You sceé, llae, for some of us all the “craze"
about flying Saucers came years after we had already read
and talked about space travel, life on other planets or

+ 4+ 4+
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+ A bit wet;.nOthing unusual -- the front FAfd pasture
+ .didn't disappeaf once, this year -- since all tliat Deluge
+ passed inland a few hundred miles north of here. o

Gene,silly dreamer,says we'll haul out of héfe Feb.4th...
week in Tampa,week at big shoot at Winter Haven..then Montego
Bay and Kingston-Town in ol‘Jamaica...then Royal Paim shoot
in Paim Beach (where else?), then either another shoot back
at Winter Haven/Cypress Gardens or we may take our pals in
our plane plus mandatory supplies and Mae Wests and life
raft (and Govmt. note-of-permission,shudder!) and fly the
Apache out over the blue shiark 'infested water to Grand Bahama

Island for a shoot week-cndeees

Stay out of that Imperial Bahama Hotel until I find out
from Bob Brown if it leaks! And by the'way, McQuown says
to ‘tell you Bob called 'and you were out. Wihich Bob??7
Damfinol Ask McQuowne.. RTINS ,

+ 4+t

- How is Billy,is he back????Here I go again asking you
to pass on messages when youve just tole me how far removed
you are from them fen there (yes,since you are on the way
to Sacramento,mebbe from now on when I have things to say
to Gov.Brown 111 ask you to pass them on,right? And you can
tell him now that Im for California being split into two
§tates......if in return we can do the Same with Indiana...
ee.1d druther see north Indiana and North Illinois become

one state and the same for the southern parts of both,as well.)

Yeah, Bill's back. And when California divvies up, we'll
probably give Brown back to the Southerners who' elected
him, ' You got any messages to_send to MNapa Valley or any °
of the wineries thereabouts, tho, it!s just over the hill,
One communicates by toots on the jug.

++ 4+

LEWIS J. GRANT JR. 5810 S. Harper ((+Using up your eld sta-
tionery, are you?+)) 5333 S, Dorchester, Chicago 60615:

Your shott lesson in practical aerodynamics takes me back
twenty y'ars, when I uséd to sit on a hard bench at Harlem
Airport and absorb same, Our instructor for a while was a
dashing fifty-mission hero, except he did only 25before he
got rotated back to Blighty because of bad ears. As I re-
nember my boyhood, I wasn't much interested in WW1 aviation.
By the time I was réally interested in Aviation, WWII was
Just about to start, 'Also, for some reason, I became in-
terested in LTA, which I think was handled very poorly be-
fore 'and during the war, Have been interested in LTA since
then, I belong to an LTA fan club, which is actually a
Goodyear captive organization., My fanzine says '"please
report your correct department, plant, address or zip code
nunber."” I imagine at least half the membership are Good-
year .employees.

If you haven't gotten it already, there's a p-b out now
from Signet called “JAMBO" -~ English title was “Throw

Out Two Handg" -~ about some nuts who went free-ballooning.
off from Zanzibar into the wilds of Africa and the Serén~
geti Gane Preserve, with center section of color-fotos.
And I would very nuch like to see an LTA-man's review ’

of this book and the flights described in it. I would,
indeed. Anyway, it's fun reading.

+++++
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: All copzes will be malleﬂ "Prlnted Matter" rates,' _
wath single copies folded, stapled and addressed in the usual
Two. or more. coples will be sent in a manila envelope
with the early lettersize issues mailed flat, -the present
‘legal-size issues folded- (crosswise,. ot lengthwise). The
price is a flat 20¢ each, unleéss ot&erwxse indicated in this

listing. ~All sales will be on a fifst-come-first-served bas;s;
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- Will be refunded.
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1 copy only; Las The Old Taffers' Club.
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19 copies; Robbie's: Tales of Her Flyxng-
Daze - price: 30¢ each,
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10 (July '63)
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7 (April '63)
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(June 1963)
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*No, 2 (Nov, 1963)
*No. 3 (Dec. 1963)
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cop:es~ 16 pp.jStar Drzves! Sh;psaMen.
copies; 20,pp.,A11-£etterzzne issue.
copies; 12 pp.jMore on FTL (not Laney).
copies: 18 pp.s. Beglnnlng of the Starship

Series =- Buxldnng the Indecontaminable..

3 ‘copies; 20 pp.;Shanghaiing 500 fansS....

-copies; 14 pp.,All-Letter21ne issue.
copiéss 16'pp.,Around Regulus., L
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