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T i, e is totd 0a s ol Tits »f steseil Jlued tocet er with
correction fluid., Bs I’ 1lis scono su rerarked in a recent ailinsit®have lots of odd
bits of stencil sov ~ fro the btotto s of used seges. I use tiw: for patehing » 4 for
repoirs on partl— svoiled stencila —= tut this tiie 1 am tr-ing then out for e tire
gheets. two more 1. n7 ition to thls one, and »“erhnps vou can spot then, If rot, it
w1l bte proof that t'e¢ co te used, If.4t works out OK, it could te quite » s~vi— 3,
because the botto s £+o three avern.e stencils —ill ~oke one prtched steneil — tus
Fiving o twent-—five -erce.t return fro: the discards. Not btod = if it worka.

Well, into the co w:ts for the ~nilint So Leeh won the 1956 TAFF Cainniz e 1
am glad she 414, a: 7 I hooe she has had s chence to ottend the conference in Lo do and
jg tack agnin with lots of news and con renorts, a8 :entioned elsevhere in tnds f =,
there is reason to L:ilicve that Leeh i ht have turned it into a Honer:oon s gl e
but since I hawe o offieisl word on the subject, all I con s ip thot T 00w o 04d
go to Londony hove w.e “nd a wonderful ti-e; aud, if ohe ig rlresd~ varried - t is
time ~~ or just en . ed to be uarried - I vish her evir- hnsosiness, In croe the fiws
wag in error, I will s e:d .~ wish to liope thnt the wiches n- te nyslicoble ot 0
great future date, I 1li%. to henr henr ntout en;» € enks and weddince, I nove o ich
anpreciation for the jo s of courtshin nnd -inrrisce —- A0 T vish that ever s su ol Vein
eould experience tiw & tieir rost ontl u: conditions. U - fortuintelr, that is ot
always possible, hut ven I hear of ev-anje ents 1 can't heln hopin that it —ill “e one
of those luck— ones —~ vrere ever-thin. -oes well and the satin: trince the hi st
possitle hapoinessa,

I supnose by tals ti'e, all the details of TaFF are general krorledss, tut Just in
case someone still is wondering how it 2ll e¢a e out, here i1s Don Fordls own suw ¢ ¢

#Dear G.lié: Februar- 24, 1956
It've zot $182,00 in ecagh for TaFF.

Ballots received were 181 before the deadline & 4 after the deadline., all told, 29
came from various ooints overseas. 3
t last letter received from Walt Willis, v snil be had adout $80,00 over tu =, It
will probatly have co:e us a few bucks since then. ~ So, "I @ssume the total collected
will be tetween $260-275,00.



Most U.S. fans sent more then the required 50¢ minimum. Mainly, I think because $1
is easier to mail. However, should we have set the minimum at $1.00, I think a lot
of fans would not have voted who did.

You know, of course, that Walt Willis is resigning from TAFF & turning hiw end of it
over to Xen Bulmer? He is not withdrawing support or anything like that, but is get-
ting out of the active part of it., From other sources I've teen told that Madeline
wag feeling rather poorly before the birth of their son, very recently. Thus, Walt
had & lot of help to do around the house & that combined with the fact that ho wants
to crusads that a fan is best defined as one who publishes e fanzine, or writes for
one, led him to resign his official position.

He felt that if he ghould express & personal opinion, many would feel that this would
represent the official TAFF position, which might not necessarily co~incide. Thus,
Wal: will be around very deinitely: but will be froe to help TAFY & at the same tine
be free to do a bit of perasonal crusading.
8incerely yours,
/8/ DON FORD

It has come to my attention that there wag some speculation (by at least one fan)
ag to the identity of the third name I submitted for the Tar¥ candidacy. I had men-
tioned in G2 4/9, you remember, that I hurriedly sent "three" narmes to Don Ford, but
when the ballot arrived, there were omly two GMC-sporsored candidates listed. The
nameg I submitted were lLiee Hoffman, Wally Veber and kva Firestone — but Eva declined
the nomination and her name was not shown on the ballot. For that matter, none of the
nominees who declined the nomination were mentioned ~— although Don %told me that Bloch,
Tucker, Smith, Madle, Moskowitz and Mellinger also declined.

Curiosity as to the third name, I did not mind — after all, it was a discrepancy.
But I must admit I was thoroughly disgusted to hear thati at least one fan thought I
hed entered my own name as the third candidate; using spongor '@linor Pusby! either
as a prevdonym or ag a fakefan front. (The line of reasoning being that anyone who
would vote for higer own fanzine in a FAPA poll was capable of every kind of undere
handzdness.) To such petty-mindedness, there is no answor except to say that only a
nind cepable of such a thing him/her own gelf would thirk of imputing it to someone
else. 4nd ae for Dlinor Busby, she is no pseudonym for me or enyone olse ~ - in fact,
she has her own pseudonym in fandom — and is a genuine, sctive fan who attends club
mestings, writes for and co~publishes fanzines, and in other ways indulges in trufon
crifanac, I couceds tha® she is not well know outside of our locel Nom2less territory
(wherein she and husband F.M.Busby are pillars of strength); and that the fanzines in
which her activity ie centered are not too generaslly known throughout fanaom (since
SINICTERRA and TET CRY OF THE NAMELESS are clubzines of little interest to anyvore ex-
cept Nameless Ones) but for all of that she does exist end she actuel.y did send in
ny reme (vnbsknownst to ne ) along with a platform she thought up and wro%e all by
hergeif (her busband was in Alaska at the time). She campaigned for both Wally Weber
and me here in Seaitle, and her status as a genuine fan ig in no way lessensd vecause
some fannigh refugee from gafia never happened to hear of her. 4And that bri.ngs up
another topic:

WHAT IS A FAN

4ccording to Donl's Ietter, reprinted above, Welt Willis is thinkingz of a crusade
to establish the definition of a !'fan! as a person who "publishes & fanzine, or writes
for one." I agree that our present formula, "anyone who reads and enjoys Science Fic-
tion" is not sufficient, but I think that any attempt to set up a fence of exclusive-
ness around any group — more for the purpose of keeping out the 'lesser'! than from
a genuine desire to define the 'greater! — ig a defeat in itself. It is a form of
snobbichness which hes 13t4Ye .excuse in any stratum of society, and certainly none at
all in go tenuous a group asg !'fandom!.




I am in favor of establishing some formula of jdentification whereby a fan may
be distinguished from the casual reader who merely buys a copy of a science fiction
pulpzine along with his Western and Detective pulps, but there is a wide category of
fans who do more than merely ‘read and enjoy' the stuff who do not publish fanzines
por have the ability to write for them.

Vernon L. McCain touched on one aspect of this group jn BIRDSMITH, wherein he
referred to them as "econvention-going fang" and sneered, "for all practical purposes
these fans are illiterate; they exhibit no sbility to either reed or write..." and
further suggested that "active fandom" (presumably the fans who publish and/or write
for fanzines) should refuse to support TAFF so long as they are in it, I think that
ig a very small~minded attitude to teke., I cennot see why the vote of a "fringe fan"
ag he categorized them, should be of less importance than that of the most active an-
pubber, It seems to me that any fan who feels sufficiently interested in fandom to_
spend 50¢ for the privilege of voting to eend someone elge to a convention, certainly
should be encouraged rather than sneered at. Particularly by someone who, by his own
admission, wes not fannighly altruistic enough to spend 50¢ himself for that purpose,

Walt Coslet's ABHARTI covers listed a group of these fconvention-going fans" who
had printed up en invitation to hold e Convention in Xew York. These ifwed'conven—
tion going fens" (that Vernon called,'illiterate') included professional writers and
well-known BNFs, but there are others who, as far as I know, have never done anything
along thet 1ine, That does not mean they are'not bona—~-fide fans. Teke Jean Carrol,
for instonce —- as far as I know she has neither published nor written for fanzines,
but any person who has remeined as actively interested in fandom for five years cer=
teinly has a right to be considered a ‘fan! whether the particular type of activity
happens to be fanzine publishing or not! I mention Jean becsuse I welcommed her into
NFFF about five years ago. At that time she was a professional singer and for all I
know she still may be, So what?! Does that make her 'for all practical purposesee.
jlliterate®? How snobbish cen you get?

‘This cliqueish talk about 1limiting fans only to ampubtbers, also ignores the en-
tire field of fans whose major interest in fanning is their local fanclub. OQur Seatfl e
club, The Nameless Ones, has been in existence for nearly seven years, During that
time certain of our members have come regularly to the meetings, prined with copies
of the latest stf and ready to discuss science, science fiction, fiction and/or any-
thing else of stfnal nature -~ even including fanzines. Some of then have encyclope-
dic memories and stfecollections that would put most of ue acpubbers to shane - but
they don't particularly care to publish a fanzine thenselves, nor do they care to
yrite for one. Does that mean they are no 'fans'? Some of them were probably read-
ing and enjoying science fiction while Walt Willis wae Btill collecting pickle bottles
for a free pass to the movies ~~ but since their interest in fandon doesn't coincide
with hig, Welt would have them declared ineligible to participate with him as a ftfant,
That seems to me both egotistical and shorteighted. Egotistical for assuning that
his particular sphere of interest ie the defining linits for a fan; and shortsighted
because it limits a1l fannish activity to the two or three hundred who happen %o fall
into the same orbit with WAW.

If it were successful, such a short-sighted policy would be disastrous for TAFF.
There are seldom more than 200 fanzines being pWlished at any time in fandom, and
the stable of writers and illustrators for theee fanzines is scarcely more than an
additional 100, if that, beceuse the ampubbers usually overlap as writers and illus-
trators for each other'!s fanzines, Furthermore, not all amateur publishers are unan—
imously behind TAFF, Redd Boggs, for instance, gained himself some gort of publicity
by refusing - on principle ~ to participate in the rash of Willish's during the first
TAFF program. And in this present one, both Coslet and McCain have repudiated the
idea of contributing. Indeed, Vernon went so far as to urge others not to participate.



But even if there were a 100% cooperation, it is no sscrei that the majoritr of
rateur putlishers spend so much on their hobbv that thev are in no position to be of
mech finaneial aid in any money-raising oroject. 1In fact, it is a2 standing joke that
they are usually broke frem the cest of supmerting a fanzine! T&FF, in order to be !
effective, must reach & far wider source of revenue then the few hundred impove;istea
amputters in fandom. In arder te be anything more than the skeletel novenent it has
Yeen so far, it will have to reach into the wider fandom and tap the latent interest
of the local fans as well as the uncoordinated enthusiasm of the "conventicn-goers',

For this, the two or three hundred fanzine'producers/writers ceuld previde the ’
coordinating media. Those fans whese interest reaches ou* beyend their lecal fancivo
far ennugh te sub to f fangime could thus tring the atmesphere of the wider fanwsrld
tc¢ their ewn group -~ as indeed ther do anrway - but until TAIT is willing to exert
itself to interest these locel-minded fans in T&FF activity, there is not much chaace
of getting their mone;. And make no mistake, TAFF needg their meneyl It is mere
foolishness to thimk we can send 2 fan to Londan on & ¥I75 budgetl If we are %o caop
of f everyody else except ourselves from this fannish endeavor, we are going to find
we merely chopped off our bocketbook to-.gpite our sagging egosl

In summar*, I sugeest that if we must define a "fan! -- let's be sensible and
face the situation as it ia, not merely as we wish it to be, Yhooey on this business
of snsering at "fringe fans" ... We are none of us so damn impertant that we can
afford to lesok down our noses at the rest of fandom, 4nd that even gzoes for Ghod
Himgelf!

Re F.P. Doll: Since I seve slreadw touched on the subject, I wirht as well open dig=
cussion on this, too, There is - ag we all know =~ & very nice and hefty hunk of ogfo-
boo attached to a high listéng on the FaPa Poll., The purpose of such annual poll, as
; understand it, is to mske en objective evaluation of the fapagines of the prococds
ing year, listing in order of excellence the fmz, authors, editors, vtc. according

to the categories glven,

Obviously, we do not all of us follow the same procedure in arriving at our vote.
I note that Racy Higsa mentioned giving Harrr Warner's HCRIZCNS a high rating althourh
he, Reey, did not particularly care for Harrv's strle or format, Thich would i €icnte
to me that factors other than personsl prefercenee of ten are taken into consideratio’s
My own method of procedure is usually to spread the four mailings out on a bench or
teble and make a phrgicel comparison, Naturally, I do not toki tiae to re-riad tio
entire year's output, but depond rather on mr recolluction of the contents. If, ns
gometimes happeng, I think that mv own GEMZINE takes a high rating in certain categoric
ies by compnrisor with the others, I 85 not hesitote to give it. I see no reasonr for
disqualifring my own forizine Just because it is minc.

However, I am awarc that some members seen to feel there is something reprotcisi-
ble about such an sttitude, and occasionally give vint to snide renarks about '"voting
for yourself", I sup,oso some of this ig & hangcver from Coslet's expregsed disaporo-
bation at the timo I votid mrself a straight top plece throushout onw ecatire SAPS Foll.
(At 1enst, I agsumo go = because as far as I know, the results of a Enll are known only
to the Teller so thot o1 two persons know for gure how anr particular nember voted, )
4t the time, I thou-lit it was a _good joko on their poupousness — but evidentlr Coslet
didntt goe erriblag fuisw 1n i -




But that is begide the point. What I am interested in discussing is your :ﬁti-
tude and procedure in voting. 7 am aware that about only half of the members take

the trouble to vote, TWhat seems to be the reason why the rest of you do not?! 1Is
there something in the way the categories are listed that makes it difficult to at-
tempt an evaluation? Would there be a more general interest in voting if the cate-
gories were changed? Or is this lack of response dus to lack of a definite plan for
meking comparison?! I think it might be well to get an idea just how to go about jude-
ing: whether to Judge on the basis of appearance, of the interest the contents held
for you, or on the bagis of how well you like the member who submitted it... Whatever
the besis for Judging, the result is egoboo for someone. But with only half the mem—
bers voting, each vote can mean a disproportionate emphasis. That might be good ~==

it might be bad ==~ I don't know. But I suspect that we might have a heavier vote if
we came to some sort of general agreement about what to do and how to do ite

For instance, how do you vote with regard to your own fanzine? It is pessible
that some members refrein from voting because they would like to vote for their own
fanzine in the category they feel it degerves, but hesitate to do so for fear of cen~
sure. Of course, the members who submit the bare minimum ~- and crud at that = would
not have this problems Only the most egregrious venity could expect them top vote for
themselves, and it would be only logical that they would ignore their own contributions
and concentrate on the rest. But what about those members who consistently submit
material of as high quality as they can? Should DAG and Werner be expected to vote
for other fanzines exclusively and ignore their own? They aren't blind -~ they can
see ag well as the rest of FAPA if their material is good. In cases such as theirs,
it mekes little difference whether they vote for themselves or not, because material
so outstanding would probably take first place no matter what they did. But what
about the borderline material, The materisl which is genuinély coumparable in value
to the second best, and possibly better than most? In a tie, or in a close race for
position, should the member be expected to slight his own fanzine in favor of material
not noticesbly better -- thus giving the vote to someone who degerved it no more than
himself, and quite possibly not as much? How far should a member be expected to lean
backwards with regards to his/her own material?

There is a difference between genuine modesty and a hypocritical false~modesty.
It would seem to me to be a form of dishonssty to permit oneself to be pressured into
voting contrary to your reasl opinion merely out of fear that someone might find out
about it and say something unpleasant. They shouldn't, of course, since the voting
is supposed to be confidential, But there is a legitimate apprekension in view of the
attitudes often expressed in this regerd. Also, there is the very real possibility
that some members refrain from voting for thie very reason. They have good reason te
feel that their own material is pretty good and they would like to vote for it in the
category they think 1t deserves, but hesitate to, Therefore, they do not vote at all
rather than send in a false rating. Come to think of it, why not examine the reason
YOU didn't vote -~ if you didn't, If you did vote, how did you rate you own fanzirs?

Perhaps if we clarified our thinking with regard to the FAPA Poll, we mizht get
a wider response and a more accurate picture. Personslly, I think Greg Celkins'! in-
structions for voting as outlined in OOPSLA #14 for the poll he conducted in 1954,
were ag fair as any I've geen and could well be adopted by FAPA., In case you don't
remember, I'll reprint the pertinent portions: :

"...In voting, please avoid ties where poseible. When they cannot be avoided, please
indicate that they are ties. INCLUDE YOUR VOTE FOR YOUR OWN FANZINE IN THE PLACE YOU
FEEL IS APPROPRIATE. Do not hesitate to place your own fanzine in the place where you
feel it belongs as all votes are confidential and none will be individually revealed.
Vote in terms of quality, contents, legibility, contribution to fandom, and the gon~
eral effect the fanzines have upen you. Votes should be as accurate as possible and

ag complete 28 you can make them..... It would be appreciated, although it is not vi-
tal, F you woqu sign yourcard,..so I can be assured..that afl the voters are qualified.



re FOREIGN POLICY:é& POLITICS GENERALLY: I despise hypocrisy -- the pompcusness whick
savsg one thing and does the other, not even realizing that it is the opposite of what
it supposedly gtands for. For instance, the other day 1 heard a radio announcer
prattling away sbout what a2 wonderful thing it ie in this country that we are allowed
to "vote as we please" instead of living in & country where there is only one candi-
date, Here, he boasted, we thave & choice ~— we can elect the man we wont!, That a
1ie! you know =— if you've ever tothered to lock at the truth —— that the average
citizen in this country has absolutely no chance of voting "as he wleases" -- unless
he hanpens to npleagse™ to vote for the man who was nicked out vy a group of noliticians
and set up there for hir to "chopse'. Sunpose someone wanted to vote for ¥cCarthy for
President —— what chance has ne got? About like a gnowflake in a smelter... The Re-
publicens will have & chance to vote for Bigenhower. Pericd. The Democrats are 8
little bit tetter of f =~ the Party Heads haven't auite decided yet between Kefauver,
gtevensen or naybe & dark horse candidate -~ tut once their ' smoke~filled! sesgsions
are over, the general public will be faced with make the best of two artitrary al ter~
natives. That is, I suppose, technically ‘'a choice! —- but the citizeng of this coun=
try might es well face the truth that our elections are nothing but a farce. Just as
rmuch a farce as the elections in the so-called 'Iron Curtain' countries. The only
difference is that they are given only one man to vote for — we are allowcd a choice
vetween two. Two candidates 8o evenly matched for jnnocuousness that about the cnly
preference possible is on the basis of the color of their hair, if any. The Iron Curtai
Country at least has tliig advantage; the political grafters are all on the same side
en that the citizens are supporting only one get of nolitical tureaucrats instead of
a duplicate set to be replenished from our texes every few yearsl

And yet our citizens g0 around brageging about "free elections”. Phooeyl Why
can't we be honest with ourselves and adnit that there is no such thing as a nfreet
election -n the national level? Even our Prinaries are not nfree" —-—- even here the
pbtential candidates are carefully weeded down to a few men. of these few, we may
graciously make a spontaneous ichoice.

Te only way there could ever be a Free Election in this nation would be to let
the people vote directly for the men they want for President —— any man they want ~-
by write~in vote. The man who got the most votes would be the man who got the Job,
even if it turned out to be the 1atest Acadeny Award-winning novie star! Or, if that
were too far-fetched, let the write~ine be linited to certain quelifications: say &
Senstor or Representative, a Governor or sonme Government official. Let every man who
wants the Job speak up and say so. If he's been in the public eye right along by vir~
tue of his official position, he won't have to indulge in pre~election shennanigcans.
or if he does, at least 1% will te openly done -~ not behind closed door in secret
caucus.

I don't know that I advocate seriously any guch change in our presidentisl elec-
tions (althouszh I do think our present systen stinks), but I most certainly DO advocate
that we americans stop foolins ourselves and make asses of ourselves sneering at the
1imitations of elections in other countries when, if we will only face it, we aren't
go demn rnuch better off than they are! Myself, I fail to see that there is enough dif-
ference between giving your asgsent to one erbitrary choice or gplitting the votes be-
tween two arbitrary choices, that 1t gives ue any right to bonst that "here in this
country we are free to vote as we please.eo” Bullghit! The Reputlicans of this na=
tion have no more chance of putting up another republican candidateigside Bisenhower
than the people of Ruseia have of electing another Tzarl

Why can't we at least be honest with ourselves?

_And furthernore —— take the sub ject of Foreigm Policy. Especially the United
Natinns. Now maybe the United Natlons 2ré o good thing, and maybe it isn't -- tut we

in this country don't even know vhat the United Nations is supposed to do or bel




As I see it, there are two ways of 1sckings at the United Nations. One, the ides
of "One World" with the UN as The Governing Body of the entire planet with all other
Netional Govermments rerely administrative groups to carry cut its directivesj or Two,
the United Nations would be merely o sort of Umpire, & diginterssted third party to
which disputes could be referred. Such a referee would have no jnrisdiction of its
om, but merely arbitrate between governments iest they coue to blows. There is evi-~
dence to indicate the UN itself does not know which of these two functions they want.

1 don't know which of these two possibilities would work cut best. Thero are 80
many factors involved that it would require & much better intellect than mine to eval-
uete all the probabilities. But I do resent the naive political outlonk of our own
Governmental ‘'do—gooders' who have involved us in a prograc of 1ifting the entire
people of the world by our o weak bootstraps whether they wish to bte lifted or not.
Thig governmental attitude seems to jndicate that they expect the UN tn evolve along
the former lines, with UN Heedquarters (very conveniently Tocated in the United States)
ag the ruling Capitol of the World. It is a frame of mind which stems, I think, from
the excessively 'missicnary minded' activities of the protestont churches during the
pest century., The protestant pigsionaries, unlike the Catholic, were not content
rerely to build churches and missions to their own Faith; endeavoring to intezrate the
principles of Christianity into the thinkingz of the alien culture they gought to con-
vert to a new concept of God, but on the contrary expended great effort to build
schools and hospitals and educetional systems for the purpose of chenging the culture
jtgelf. 4ll too often the Protestant tescners confused Christianity with Cleanliness,
or the sbility to read; they assuned that the distinguishing marks of Christian con-
vert were cast=off American clothes ond piseon English. Whereas the Catholics nade
1ittle, if any, effort to change the cultural pettern:in metters that did not touch
on the teachings of the Church itself, the Protestant nissionnries nade every oossitle
effort to change over the entire cul tural pattern of 1ife for their converts, To
them, it seens, Christianity was as much o social grstem as it was a gstandard of
spiritual velues. This attitude is now reflected in a political state of mind which
geens to sssume that Brerica has been divinely appointed to teach the world a planet—
wide social system of indoor-plurbing and Coca-Colaj of jukebtoxes ond TV sets, of
Vitaming end the 8-hr dey. It seens we are determined to put sheoes on every foot, &
chicken in every pot, and two autonobiles veside every dwelling -~ vhether that dwel-
1ing be a grass hut in the South Seas or an igloo on an iceberg in the Arctice... for
that matter, we seen determined to wipe out the igloo and sutstitute a Quonsot; to
replace the obsolete grass hut with a prefabricated bungalow according to the latest
specifications!

thernore, the intensity with: which th s advocated in gome quarters
zoes THF beyond fhe enthusisan which night be ?e¥¥ %or & neutral re?eree:..the intrig-

ues and chicanery, the pressure of propagenda and the glare of ceageless publicity
on every move, would indicate thet the UN is regorded as sorething far more authori-
tative than nerely a Court of Last Resort. The intensity with which the Torld Powers
are endeavoring to gain control of this body jndicates all to’clearly that they have
much more to hope than merely a chance to secure Judgenents favorable to thenselves
in any future dispute. It is 8ll too clear that, in this country at least, it is
believed that whaterer cultural systen should gain control of the UN would also gein
control of every last little rice paddy or corner drugstore..... There is
no question at all, as far as I can see, of percitting the world to do as it pleases
in matters of food and dress and marriage relations; to expect each culture to mind
itg own customs and keep 'hands off' of the custors of the rest of the world.

Personally, I azgree that we should have sone central authority to insist on rea-
gonable settlements of disputes tetween conflicting ideslogies. But I cortainly do
not feel that the world is so small we cennot live on it in peace unless everybody
sees the sarme novies, wears the same faghions, drives the sare kind of auto 21d votes
in the same political bandwagon, Most especially I 4o not telieve we have to melt our
individual racial origins into one vast puddle of mongrelisn, and atandon our cultural
tabpas inta a eorapheap of srbitfrery values established by a central UN-Dictatorsghipl



Re: MODERN ART. I don't know how Seattle rates among the various cities of these
United States for fculture!, but we have three museums, two art galleries and 2 Zoo
plus & counle of art galleries in conjunction with the larger depnrtment stores. The
latter are open only on weekdavs. I like art grlleries and museums, Mv idea of a
real jolly afternoon is & tour of one or the other of these local attractions. The
art galleries, especially, are interesting tecause they change their exhibits and
ususlly feature local craftsmen and artists.

Yesterday, (being Sunday and my day off from the office) I dashed off to the
U o W while my husbend was sleeping off his Saturday night dance job. (He is, be-
lieve it or not, a professionsl musician in addition to owning a refrigeration busi-~
ness and being the anthor of:a- texibook on Coppersmithing.) I arrived a little ea;ly
go I whiled away the tire until opening hours by strolling across the Caimpus. Boyl
Was it Cold! The wind was blowing 8o hard that a nesting pigeon had to zeke two
attempts &t landing on one of the pseudo~-gothie excrescences etop the Library Bldg.
It was more by accident than deaign that I strolled first throush the Washington
State Museum before going on to the exhitit of Modern Crafts at the Honry art Gallery.
But it was a fortuitous accident, in that it served to point out something I had not
analyzed before.

Our Washington State Museum is comparatively oléd, as buildings go in Wasghington.
However, in spite of the dark and dingy interior, it houses & very fine collection of
Northwest Indian ertifscts and is well worth a tour. I've gone through it countlesgs
times, and slways find something new and interesting in the same old items.. dirty
and dusty &8 they esre, It is elmost s interesting to see which items disappear from
time to time ag it is to see those thot are left... I note that practically all
corpses have been removed, The only one remaining presently is a little mummy whieh
wag donated (together with e sarcophngus which doesn't fit because it was made for
someone else) about 1902 or thereabtouts. Evidently the curators have not been able
to find any excuse for bestowing a dignified seclusion upon that little cadaver yet,
although they have taken swey the petrified Eskimo baby that used to be in a back
room and removed the gaunt occupant of the Burial Canoe (together with his canoce)
that used to be atop one of the glass ceasss. There were two such burial cenoes but
cnly one remains, It's occupant is merely & wrapped up bundle so it is difficult to
know whether it is the original or just a2 dumnmy.

Agide from the morbid curiosities auch as bones and the broken artifacts which
are the debris of long~past cultures, it is an awesore thing to realize that these
museun treasures, now protected ty glass snd mothballs against further ravages of
time, represent the skill and hopes and dreams of people essentially the same as we,
They were undoubtedly noshing but stinking savages es far ag appesrance goes, and they
had no better tools to work with than rocks and teaver's teeth and fire-hardened
sticks.But the artifects they left tehind displaved the creative effort of ninds and
personelities no less worthy of respect than our own present day peoples. 1In fact,
in some ways I suspect they were more worthy of respect than rmodern~day craftsmen,

For instance, the statuettes carved from wood, with their distorted anatomy and
conventionalized features, reflect the maker's concepts of beauty as well as his ig-
norance of perspective. The craftstanship was marvelously intricate. Likewise, the
itens of Jewelry and cerérmorial miscellania -~ polished wood »nd bone, carved horn and
abalone shell, The materiale were prinmitive as well as the tools that worked it and
zinds that conceived it and the technigues that gave it form., The style was rigid
and linited tecause of the narromess of the tradition behind it, and the lack of know-
ledge which went beyond the person to person word of mouth instruction available.

According to modern-—day standards they were btut
2 step sabove animals. . These people were dirty because thev had
no nmeans for keeping clean and no reagon why they should even want to.... They were




ignorant of everything beyond the scope of their own perception because they had no
written culture that could transmit knowledge over a gap in time or space. All their
jnstruction and understending must be transmitted from person to persam, b word of
mouth. Thus, all the skills and craftsmanship displayed in these artifacts summed up
the total knowledge of one man —- or at the most, of one tribe. The elaborately
carved horn cereronial spoon, for instance, was not a product of an assemtly-line,

but more likely of one individual who was responsible for all stages of ite ranufac-
ture and might even possibly heve retrieved the original horn from his own kill.

The copper ornament -- intricately bteaten into gshape ané incised with formal design ——
might well be the product of the man who found the raw copper. Certainly, we know he
did not buy it from wholesaler as it came from a foundry or rolling =mill... Some of
the items could represent the labor of an entire fanily or clan — as, for instance,
the ceremonial robes of woven goat's wool. Obviously btoth men and women could have
narticipated in this, the men hunting down the wild mountain goats from which the wool
was obtained, and the women working together to card and process it. Possibly nore
than one person might have taken part in the actual weaving... but it was the product
of a closely integrated group from start to finish and the only guide in its manufac-—
ture was handed-down tradition.

The stylized and alrmost sophisticated formelitr of many of these artifacts was
a2ll the more startling in view of the primitive cultures from which they originated.
I stopped at a couple of cases where the summer and winter encacpments of the San Poil
Indians of Eastern Washington were depicted. The summer clothes were a belt of woven
bark —~— the winter clothing tailored buckekin, eiaborately trimmed with porcupine
quill beads., The only lesundry facilities were the open river or a woven bark baskeb;
the only bathhouse the ceremonial stearm hut. But out of this life of nakedness, flies,
dirt, disease and stench from smoked fish -~ out of the stone age culture itself ——
came beauty and a stylized conception of art.

It was with these reflections that I wolked over to the Henry Art Gallery to see
that dav's featured artifacts: The very last word in hand-woven textiles, hand spun
pottery, and individuslly produced modern jewelry.

I came first to the textiles... In all the plethora of raterials from all over
the world; nubby silk and natural linen, bits of fur and plastic; in all the mixtures
of techniques -~ of stripes and plaids and rough, uneven weaving -~ there was nothing
which held the exquisite formslity of the hand-plaited btaskets woven of roots which
the Indian women made to carry barries or clams. For all the expensive materials,
the iniricacies of the purchased iooms, the designs were nothing btut re-arrangements
of idees that other people had produced. Second-hand designs were woven with fabrice
other people had made on machinery which other people had manufactured. Handicraft
~nd skill were present, it is true, but original, creative design was not.

Even worse was the Jewelry exhibit —~~ because I know a litile about jewelry-
naking and come from a family of metal~smiths. I know some of the technical probtlems
which go into the making of metal artifacts and have seen enough to recognize crafts-
manship when I see it., Here in this exhibit -~ spotlighted nnd awarded orizes —-— were
rough, lumpy tracelets and awkward necklaces, impossible to wear; junky twists of wire
and unsvmmetrical hunks of flat metal Adangling as !earrings'. Compared with the ator-
iginal Jewelry I had just looked at, it was laughable. Compared with Cellini or Paul
Revere it was btoth monstrous and pathetic. These people had evervthing to work with —
the stored up knowledge of the centuries: the facilities and aids to production of
geven thousand years of srtisans. But what they considered 'art' wasn't even as good
as the product of a naked redskin, crouching in a tark hut over a clanshell with a
sharpened stickl They caXl this 'proeress'?



The pottery was even more depressing. Lumpy Jjugs, thick and clumsy platters,
lopsided serving dishes smeared or splattered with coiored glaze. And then the at-
ternpts at statuary! When a modern~day student of art. who has at finger-tip the
accumulated knowledge of 211 human history and achievement -—- from the faultless per-
fection of the early Greeks, through the lavish intricacy of detail of the Rennaisance,
into the balanced rythm of our present knowledge of balance and design: with a wealth
of materials to choose from, everything from the most lucent plastics to the ruzgedest
granite: with power tools and electricity and kilns and delicate precision hand tools:
when such a student of "art" with everything at hand by which to express the inner
teauty of creative desire —-— and has the entire world's knowledge of how best to ex-
nress that beauty —- turns out & lumpish monstrosity, is that iprogress'? One of the
featured exhibite consisted of a squarish hunk of pink composition, about the generel
size and shape of a misshapen pigzy bank that a six-year old tired of haif-way thro.-
with three excrescences at one end to indica® ears and nose, and two circles with a
dot in the middle to indicate eyes. It was titled "Bear". If this had been the work
of a caveman, trying to tatter out the image of what he had observed with rocks and
sticks and shells, it would have been laudable, He would descrve no condemnation
becoause of the lack of perspective, talance, or detail. We would credit him with
doing the best he could with what he had to work with, and would applaud the vision
which could imegine and endow the rock with hig imagination. But I cannot say the
seme for any person of the 20th Century who is an "Art Student! in a modern University.

Perhaps it wes the immediateness of the contrast which showed up the decadance
of our so—called 'Modern' art. It was disguseting and depressing to realize that all
the beauty the world has envisioned and produced in all its centuries to date, has
now become an ugly lumpishness vhich strives to achieve distortion instead of loveli-
ness., If that was what Hitier meant by condemning ‘modernism', he had much to be
said on his side.

and while on the subject of modern art forms, let's say a few words
Be TV: As some of you know, I've been reviewing the TV STF Theatre for NFFF during
1955 {until I couldn't take it any more). It seems that the series terminated sbout
the time I atopned reviewing, because I notice that they started showing the sane
oneg over again at a different time instead of producing new ones. 4s Bob Tucker
pointed out, some of these plots were putrid -~ and I thought the characterizations
were even worse. I never saw go meny immsture ferales bshaving so brattishly in all
ny life as those portrayed in that series., For a fuller account of ny impressions
(in case anyone is interested) John Murdock hag an article on the spub ject which he'll
protably »ublish in the next VAGABOND, All of which is merely mentioned in response
to Phyllis Economou's plaint that she is being steadily discouraged from investing
in a TV set. My own advice would te that if she can afford it easily and if she does
not expect too much return for her mecney, it is a nice thing to have around. Every
once in a while there is an occasional tidbit -~ the trouble is, there is just no waey
of lmowing what to look for or where to look for it. Even the TV guides, which sup-
pcsedly list in detail the forthcoming programs, are not reliabtle, Some of the most
unexpected things turn out to be the most delightful. For instance, #Skin of Our
mesth" (which was considsred such a highbrow Broadway stage plap that it couldn’t be
auything but a flop on TV) turned out to be one of the cutests bits of stf I've seen
in 2 long time. I a2lso enjor the British Films which are shown out here on Sunday
avenings, Most of them, it is true, I have aiready seen —— btut thnt sometives is an
added pleasure. There is one drawback —- they have to cut so much in order to fit it
into the time allotted that frequentiy some of the best btits are omitted. Myself, I
enjoy Dragnet., The acting and characterizations are so stilted and stylized that it

1s actually restful -~ you always know what is coming next, but somehow vou don't mind.
I @0 not like the person—to-person programs, the contests, musicals, and other novelty
items such as !You Are There' or 'You Asked For It'. However, even these occasionally
come up with something good.




For instance, one Sunday in February the person-to-person progran tock us to the
home of an electronics engineer who hed been fooling arcund with electrical devices
sines he was 14, He sounded like tiypical stf-calibre potentisl-fan and his house wasg
the most elsborately wired dwelling that 1 ever heard of. It wes like something out
of ASTOUNDING ~- he had a hi~fi setup which not only filled the house with music fron
hidden speakers, but reflected pstterns of light from the soundwaves. Reminded me of
the stfnal concept of 'dancing screens'.... Ho had oany useful godgets (and sone
which seemed more !zadget'! than tuseful! ), ranging from a television eye which showed
who was ringing the doortell to a device for 1lifting the cover from the dog!s food
when they were not at home. I would have enjoyed a much longer progran than the few
minutes we had, but even that was worth while. We can't get the Omnibus progross too
woll, but I did see and enjoy "The Turn Of The Screw", However, finding enjoyable
progrens, particularly stf, ie like hunting for Uranium without a geiger counter, If
you find it, it's Jjust an accident...or luck.

Re: DOGS, CATS & HUMANS. Phyllis' comments about liking animals and »eople remind
me that, as Greg Calkins so neatly put it, "It's not really that I hate neople; it's
merely that I don't like them..." There is an interesting line of demarcation lhwere
between the distaste for people and the sbsense of affection for people indiscrimine
ately. I, personally, prefer ny humen companionship in very small grouns rather than
in large mobs or protracted tete-a~tete visits. I ean gyrmathize with people, have
compession on their troubles, take a genuine pleasure in their triumphs, and feel a
warm sense of personal friendship toward them, without wantine them underfoot all the
time. 1 like people test at a distance -- snd I suspect that we in FAPA belong to
the seme category in that respect. Ome reason we can derive such satisfaction from
the exchange of ideas on paper is because we do not find that same satisfaction in
direct verbal contact. Too close or too intimate a personal contact is wearying end
ends up in annoyance. On the other hand, the interaction of ideas in a zroup is more
impersonal; the denands on one's attention are less demanding ~- less clinging ~—=
then in a 'palsy-walsy! personal friendship, In e group there is nore wide~spread
play of ideas, a greater interaction of personalities. However, this is truo only in
a emall group —~ whon the group becomes 85 great that the personslities are not eble
to impinge -on all members, it is no longer a group btut tecomes 2 ‘'mob'., I think that
is the difference between a small town and a big city, Phyllis exnressed the oplnion
that only in a big city can a person find complete expression. I think the opposite.
acecording to her theory, the greatest and most complete manifestgtion of exproesion
could be obtained where there is no one to derand conformity. But personality does
not develop in a vacuum, There must te some humen exchange of ideas, emotions, reac-
tiong, etc...even sone conformity —— either the involuntary confornity of fear, or
the voluntary confornity of regard for others. I suspsct that the extreme of eccen-
tricity which occurs in 2 city -~ a2nd which Phyllie cited as evidence of freedom of
expression = is in fact quite the opposite. It is the desperate attempt of an under-
developed ego to attract the attention which it needs in order to grow. It is the
result of the loneliness of being in a group too large for individual attention. Irn
a large city many people are ignored. Either they submit to the psychic loneliness
or they develop eccentricities so that they will be noticed, either for praise or
tlome. Psychologists, in the study of children, found that children lenrned :ost
quickly when praised, slmost as quickly when scolded, but did very poorly when ignored,
Praise or blame mattered little — they merely needed to bg noticed.

Animals, on the other hand, 1ike to be noticed but they do not exhibit the same
deeree of paychic need for recognition. Consequently they are more coafortable to
have around, I like animals, cats or dogs —- it makes no difference. animals like
me - and so do children. Mostly, I think, tecause I recognize their presence and
then leave them alone. It is very rarely that one can do this with adults, Especia-
11y in sinele contacts, Humens DO demand recognition -- however when in a socisl
group this attention can be scattered without becorming too painfully clinging. Unlcss,
of course, the tete~a-tete ig so rutuslly agreeable as to eliminate any question of
outsiders......tut that's something else again.



Well ~-~ that's enough of that! ZLet's have sonething in a lighter vein... Here's
an interesting item I ran scross in & "Beauty Column" in the newspaper and I'm reprint-
ing it for the btenefit of all fenne and those male fans who night like a 1i?tle nNey-
chological insight into the unprodictahle vagaries of their ferminine companions...

If you want the real lowdown on the girlfriend's character, take a sneak at their
lipstick!:
"LIPSTICK...KEY TO TALENTS?"
(Reprinted from Seattle Post Intellicencer)

"Do you have a secret yen to be a fashion designer? Secretary to a big business
tycoon? A kindergarten teacher? 0cdlzy enough, a glance at your lipstick tube might
tell why you have these longings, and whether you'd be good in the role if you had the
chance. Psychologists, consulted by the Tone Company, askers of Viv lipstick, agree
that the way you unconsciously wear down your lipstick revesls a great desl of your
character. The lipstick analysis won't replace an antitude test, but it may help
show where your special talents lie. Just for fun, tske one of your 'broken in' lip-
sticks and compare it with their analysis.

THE PLATEAU ghowsg arbition, AN OVAL shows you're
perseverance, disdain of intelligzent, nractical,
trivia, extrene corpetence, have a gnod sense of
and a tendency towards ab- proportion, tut are just
ruptness, These are the a bit distont. These
: characteristics of a tril- qualities are a helpn in
PLATEAU liant surgeon or editor, law and journalisr but
| | but not a nurse or primary a hindranco to novelists
' school teacher, and children's writers.
A ROUNDED end means you're A PCINT shows you cherish
orderly, patient, cheerful accuracy, neatness and
and considerate, have well the dramatic. You like
defined goals which you're chie clothes and surrourd-
confident of achieving, ings, never hurry yourself
Becauso you're also thrifty into shoddy worknanship,
and energetic, you'd rake a Ideal outlots are photo- !
fine secretary or danker — graphy and interior decor-  pOINT
only 2 so-go artist. ating, tut steer clear of l

public contact and deadlines,

THE SLANT shows you're ver~ A SCOCPED end shows otvious
satile, creative, effepveg- thrift, but less anoarent

b cent, but moody and sonswhat aré your sonsitivity, affec-
; [ upreal istic. You're the true tion, love of travel, and : «f
: ! artistic type but might find preference for 'doing' ra~ | i
SLANT bookkeeping or secreterial ther than watching. Lucky SCOOP
] ] work baffling. the ehild who hasg you for 2

teacher or the dropa £roup
you coach, but wee to an ]
office where you're chained
to a desk.,

WAGON TRACKS (unillustrated) show a conplex personality. You like to appear perpet-
ually lighthearted, but your inner self is serious, creative, intellectual, You're
temperamentally fitted to be a great beliekina or o filx star, tut your strong likes
and dislikes would make you a formidable eritic. 4 ROUNDED PLATEAU (also unillustra—
ted) neans you're adaptable, witty, even-teupered, hate possipy, and sympathize with
both sides of an issue. Such qualities are sure signs of success for nurss and
social workers, but tend to henper fashion desisners sand adver tisi ng people,

(In case anyone wonde 2y lipsticks are pure PLATEAU, with te a wee
tendency tgahrdsgg' Eiiﬁ%y ohce in a while.... R s Cr
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s, Bpiscopalisns, and a few other bran.
ches of Christianity to refer equsily to a group of prayers and to the bends upon
which they are said. The word 'rosary' actuslly means 'a gorland of roses! and the
present spplication of this term supnosedly springs from an old legend to the effect
that a2 young monk wag seen praying in a chapel and as he uttered prayers, they fell
from his lips in the form of roses. The Blessed Lady, the Virgin Mary, wos soeen te
stand beside him and toke the roses ss they fell from his lips end weave them into e
garland, which she placed on his hesd like & crown.

The rosary consists of & number of teads on o cord or chain, grouped in the order
of the proyers which they represgent. There are meny types of roseries snd mony arrone
gements of beads, but the most ususl arrangement is that which is called the 'Domini~
can Rosarv!. It consists of 6 large beads and 53 emoll beads (very crudely drawn
nbove) a medsl and e crucifix. The small beads represent the prayers known as the
"Hoil Mary" (from the salutation of the Angel Gebriel at the moment of Annunciation)
and the large beads represent the 'Our Father' and the'Glory Be To The Fother..,!

The arrangement consists of five groups of 10 Hail Marys separated by a large
bead between four of the groups, end a medal joining the other ends. From this redal
herg a short pendent congisting of two large beads separated by three small bteads and
ending in the Crucifix, This arrengement represents the 15 'Vvgterieg! of the Gospel
and the complete 'rosary' consists of three times around, ie, 153 Hail Marys, 16 Our
Fathers, 16 Glorias, the Credo snd the final 'Heil, Holy Nueen'. The usual practice,
however, ig once around this ohoin of beads plus the six introductory prayers and the
final prayer. The other arrangements are more properly called 'Cheplets' and vary
from the tiny five~bead devotions to The Infant of Prague up to the elaborate fourteen
groups of 3 Hail Marys separated by 14 medals depicting the Stations of the.Cross.
There is, to my knowledge, 2t least, no official compilation of all the different
rosaries and chaplets which have been used in the various devotions. There are about

29 or 30 different chaplets currently in use and possibly others which are not known
on this continent,



The use of the rosery as a devotional aid was not prevalent among Christisns un~
ti1 about the 13th or 14th century, when legend attributes its introduction as a pop-
ular devotion by St. Dominic. This Saint was supposed to have been deeply concerned
by the indifference of the people and the spread of heretical notions among the popu-
lace. He had a vision while at prayer sbout this problem, that the Virgin Mary cane
and hended him a rosarv. She instructed him in its use and recommended that he intro—
duce it to the world in general, stating that if he did so, devotion to the Church
would increase and heresy would no longer make such inroads. According to legend,
St. Dominic did introduce the rosary to the laity and it beceme a very popular devo-
tion end has remained so ever gince. However, the history of the rosary goes back
much farther than that.

The use of beads on & cord to keep track of the nunber of prayers hag been
found ag far back as recorded history goes. The earliest account shows they wcre in
use ag a regular form of prayer in ancient Ninevah, and the inference is that since
it was a cormon practice at that time, iv probably was in use even earlier. Many
different religions have mede use of this device for keeping track of their prayers;
Buddhists still use a form of prayer bead similar to the Catholic fosary. It has
been used by the Hindus in the practice of their religion, and although its greatest
present use among Christians is among the Catholics, it is used by other sects also
and there is reason to believe that its uee is spreading rather than decrcasing.

There is a sound psychological resson for this, because the uge of beads on a
cord promotes greater concentration in prayer. Many different devices have been used
a8 timing devices and for counting the number of prayers said and the length of time
spent in prayer. Some hermits used to transfer a known nurber of pebbles from one
pile to another; some used to tie or untie knots on & cord. But counting off beads
on & string was simple and readily available, besides being convenient to handle, end
besides its value as & mechanical counter, it had other advantages. The use of &
rosary is not eon integrsl part of the Catholic method of worship, in spite of its
widespread use and lengthy history. It is & ‘pernitted’ devotional aid, and although
its use is not only 'permitted'! but even widely encouraged, still it is possible that
the custom could fall away and go out of use, Other forms of devotion, very wide-
spread in the past, have fallen into disuse &nd it is entirely poesible thet this ome
could, too -— but at the present time there is no indication of it.

The reason the rosary is celled a "devotional aid" ig because it acts as a focsl
point for concentration., It has 2lso been referred to as & "tool" for corncentration,
and the term is correctly applied because it does help people pray more officiently.
We usuelly assume that people can only hold one thought at 2 time in their mind, but
actuelly we all know that is not so. Musicians, for instance, can read musical notes,
play them on their instruments, listen to the rest of the band, corrscting their own
plaving to sult the others, follow the notions of the orckestrs. leader, and still have
room in their minds to wonder whether or not the concert will be over in time to slip
over to 'Joe's Place! for 2 quick one tefore closing tire.... This business of thinlk-
ing on three or more levele of consciousness has occurred to practically all of us at
one time or another, and really the whole problen of concentration 1s merely the prob-
lexm of bringing ail these levels of thought together and centering them on one idea.
That is the purpose of the rosary — it is & tool for enabling all layers of attention
to be focussed on cne idea. By using this sinple device, fingers can be counting off
the pumber of beads, lips cen be saying the verbal forrula, the surfsce attention can
be pondering the strange events connected with whichever 'mystery! the beads represent,
anq the decper levels of consciousness can be free of distraction while reaching down
in%o the subsconscious to dredge up the worries and cares or whetever deep emotional
problem—~golving the soul isg brirging to God via prayer. It is a practical, psycholo-

gical device wiich promotes a greater depth of prayer and helps to eliminate the dig-
tractions which so often interrupt meditations.
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The rosary also has the further advantage of serving as a focal point for con-
ditioning., It enables the user to penetrate right into an attitude of prayer w1?hout
the need for preliminary ritual. Inaswzuch as prayer is a specific e?otional gttltude,
88, indeed, all worship is, it has been found necessary to develop rituals which can
serve to "warm up" the individusl, so to speak, and get him in the pro?er framne 9f
nind, In public worship, or in group worship, this can be readily ach1eYed by ritusl.
The ritual, of course, acts as stimuli for conditioned responses which, in turn, serve
to effect the necessary frame of nind. However, in solitary worshin it is somewhat
difficult to achieve a satisfactory preliminary ritmal. Among Pretestants, especially,
this business of 'coming in cold' to a private devotion is distracting., Since the.
Protestant worship ritual makes more use of hymns and gregarious sctivity, the soli~
tary worshipper is somewhat handicapped. Zven the standard Protestant stand-by, the
Bible reading, sometimes fails to trigger off the necessary erotiocnal conditioning.
There is nothing wrong with h-mns and Bible~reading as forme of devotion —-— far froo
it. But good as they are, they frequently fail to induce the proper nood for prayer
quickly enough to meke the maxinmum use of the allotted time. For Catholics, the use
of the rosary eliminates this "warming-up period". It gerves &8s a trigger—stimulus
Just as effectively and it has the further advantage of being unobtrusive.

The rosary, in my opinion, is most effective for private devotions, although it
can be used by any number of persons —- from two or three to any mmdber. The prayers
are divided so that they can be said entiphonally, with one or more persons leading
and the rest answering, Sometinmes the groups switch over on alternate decades (groupse
of 10 Hail Marys preceeded by one 'our Father!' and followed by one 'Gloria') so that
they tske turns at the leading and response. Of course, if a person is using the
rosary elone in a solitary meditation, he says both parts...unless, as sonetines
happens in a deep meditation, there is another voice present to give the responses.
This has happened to me and I do not know whether the other voige is merely an eidetic
memory, a sub-conscious trick of my mind — gome personal 'Bridie Murphy' - or some
gpiritusl being making contact for the moment. All I know is that it hanpens to me

s0 1 assunme it happens to other people, too, during a deeply concentrated prayer ses-
sion, :

For group recitation, the Dominican Rossry is the nost frequently used. There
2re numerous variations of the Yasic formula, with specific 'intentions' often added,
For instance, there is the rosary mid for the dead; or the prayers for assistance in
the 'Mother of Perpetual Help' devotions. Whatever the purpose for saying the rosary,
or whichever type of rosary is being said, will make some variation on the formula of
vrayers. But the basic prayers in all types of rosaries or cheplets are the three
most common prayers in Christianity, plus the introductory and closing praysrs.

The Rosary opens with the Credo: (S2id on the Crucifix)

A: "I believe in God the Father alnighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only son, Our Lord, who was conceived of
the Holy Ghost, . born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pi-
late, was crucified, ied %Qq wag buried. He descended into Hell,
the third day he rose gé%ﬁnﬁgndemébcndcd ints Heaven, whore he gite-

tcth at the right hand of God., the Father Almighty, from whence he

shall come to judge the living and the dead.

R: I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, the commun~
ion of saints, the forgiveness of eins, the ressurection of the
body and life everlasting. Amen"

Continues with the Lord's Prayer: (Ssoid on the first large bead)



4: "Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on eatth as it is in heaven.

R: Give us this day our dally dbread, and forgive us our frespasses os We
forgive thone vhnirewpass against us and lesd us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil, Amen'®

Then repeats the Hail Mary according to the number of mads indicated:

Ay "Heil Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee! Blessed art thou
among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

R: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and in the hour of
our death, Aren"

The larce bead following the smeller ones holds the Gloria,
A: "Clory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

R* As it was in the beginning, is now and ever gshall be, world
without end, Amen."

The Medal has no particular significance in the rosary itself, but usually rep-
vesents Jesus on one side and Mary on the other. However, in gpecific devotions the
crunifix is sometimes replaced by a medal depicting the Saint to rhom the devotion is
doajcated. In the Dominican rosary, vhe medal is considersd “he same as o Lerge bead.
it ie twh2 beginning of the resary prorer, and represencs the fircy Myssery as well as
‘he Ow- Fathcr. The large beals, therefors, vepresent three prayers: The Lord's
Praver at the beginning of the derade, the Gioria at the ending of ihe dacade, and
the pardicular mystery which the decade represents. The nysteries are as follows:

JOYTUL: 1 Annunciations 2 Tle&4ation;' 3 Nativity; 4 Presentaticn; 5 Finding in Terple.
SORROWFUL: 1. Agony in Garden; 2 Scourging; 3 Crown of Thorns; 4 Carrying of Cross;
5 Crucifixion and Death.
GLORIOUS: 1 Resurrection; 2 Ascension; 3 Bentecost; 4 bgsumption; 5 Coronation of the
Virgin Mary.

The final prayer, said the last time around on the mddal, is said by.alls
Mother of Mercy,

"Hajl, Holy Queen/ our life, onr sweetnes and our hope. To Thee do we

cry, poor banished children of Eve. To thee do we send up our sighs,

weeping and mourning in this valley of tears. Turn then, Ch nost gra-
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A: sgaybfgrrgs? %ahgiy Mother of God.

R; Thet we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. Anen't

A complete circuit of the entire 15 mysteries has covered the life and passion
and resurrection of Christ, and has summed up the entire Gospel story. It is
thus roughly equivalent to reading an entire book of the Gospel in the Bible. if
also forms a basis for meditating on the life of Christ, which is, of course, the
ot ject of most Christian devotion.

Qther specific devotions have other 'Mysteries': as for instance the chaplet
of the Seven Dolors (Sorrows). This consists of 7 groups of 7 teads, separaled by
nedals representing the seven great sorrows of The Blessed Virgin Mary. 4 circuit
of these mysteries covers her relationship with Jesus from his birth to his burial.




Aside from the rossry snd the chaplets dedicated to devotions toward the life
of Christ and his mother, therc are reny chapiets and specific Jevotions dedicated
toward individusl Saints for the purpose of asking these Saints to intercede with
God on the behalf of the worshipper. Some Saints are particularly supposed to be
helpful for some certain aspect of assistance: TFor instance, St. Jude is called
tthe Saint of the Impossible® and so~called 'hopeless cases' are referred to hir.
$t. Christopher is supposed to help travellers, etc.

I have noticed a very interesting disparity in attitude on the part of the Church
with regard to these chaplet devotions to the Saints. It is nmy opinion that this is
a %icklish subject where the actions of the people are so far out of line with the
officiaL teaching of the Church, that the latter is hesitant to tackle the subject
for vhe purpose of getting it straightened out. If the use of chapletis as a form of
devo’ion should ever bo discouraged, I suspect it would probably bezin with those
devotions to the Saints. TFor instance, the official attitudo of the Catholic Church
tomard devotions to the Saints is that such devotions are merely for the purpose of
esking intercegsion with God on the behalf of the supplicant. The line of reasoning
is evidently based on centuries of experience with court intrigue, wherein a busy
King (or Pope) is so isolated from the common neople tnat he cannot readily be reached
by a petitioner, Therefore, it was advisable to brite a Courtier to drop a word in
the King's ear, or otherwige call the petition to his attention. This 1line of thought
was carried over into the life of the church, and the iadividual worshippors were
encovraged to turn to some 'friend of God' in the hope that by speaking a good word
for the worshipper, God would grant the petition. The official attitude of the
Church is that only God can perform niracles and grant (or withhold) prayer requests,

However, the actual form of the devotion itself in many cases, and the langusge
employed by meny persons who use these devotions, often implies that the purpose of
the devotion is to obtain help from the Saint himgelf. Likewise, although tho offi-
cial attitude of the Church is very strongly outspoken with regard to worship, and
the Church vehemently declares that worship is due only to God, it is blasphemous to
worship any hunman personality since worship is a prerogative only of God the Trinity,
still, the langsuage erployed in the !veneration! of some of these saints comes very
close to worship. So nuch so, that to an outsider there is no distinction,

Personelly, I think there is strong reason to suspect that the official toaching
of the church in this regard and the actual practice on the part of the laity are
quite different, The Church expects an intelligent distinction on the part of the
worshipper betweon asking 2 Saint to call God's attention to o petition, and between
asking the Saint to grent the petition himself. However, Jjudging from the langusge
employed, it is my opinion that this intelligent distinction is seldon made, and the
Church heeitates to try and enforce it because of the ignorance and lack of intelli~
gence on the part of the people who tend to misuse these devotions. That is only my
oninion, however, I haven't gone into this angle very deeply vet.

In swnmery, I should point out that an intelligont use of the rosary is an excel-
lent aid to concentration in prayer. I recommend its use to anyone, of any religion,
who ie troubled with distractions and inability to reech more than a superficial type
of meditation on religious matters. I sugzest, however, that it be an intelligent
use -~ because it can Very easily degenerate into a superstitious attempt at magic.

If the rosary is used as a tool for ochieving a deeper concentration of prayer, it is
en extremely effective device, But if is regarded as a sort of magical talismon for
obteining supcrnatural favors (and there is reason to suspect, from the language et
ieagt, that some poople @o regard it so) there is little to say. No defense exists
againgt stupldity ~— in the field of religion as well as anywhere else.

Tl NES
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alLPH4, Jan Jansen, 279 Rerchemlei, Barger—
hout, Belzuin. 4also stenled on (upside-
down and backwards) is another «LPF4 ly a
non-FaPan, Dave Vencdelrans., Ancone tcmnted
to send for these hnd better ask for the
srevious issue, too, because tie icst chal-
ienging iten is a continnation of discus~
gsion started in the earlier ish, on tle
subject of SATANISM. In alPHa, Vol. 2 #2,
Jan had an article "Hold a Candle To The
Devil! by anton Ragatzy. I read it but
shrugeed it off as merely a rchash of the
familiar eobhledyeook wihich has its recureant
rases anang the would-be 'devil-worshi-mers!
who saring up from time to time in the best
of cultures. England secns tn have teen
particularly nlagued with these cults. I
saw nothing to comment about =- it was merely the same old stuff familisr to anycne
who has studied comparative religion, snd its only value to persons unfaniliar with
the ideas exoressed, lay in the fact that it presented the 'other side' of the tattle
of gond vs evily an apology for Evil as an end in itself. Howmever, this current ish
contains a couple of M"don't-you~DaRE~-send-ue~any-nore~-f=your-nast v—fanzines" letters
froo shocked readers, which Jan vrinted an-nymously. I think it w-uld have been bet-
ter, since he published them at 211, to have included the names of tie writers: not
so nuch to show who wrote them, 28 to absolve those wio did not btut qicht be suspected
of it, 4s it is, the mother of every voung male farn who admits to teing born instesd
of hatehed from an egge, will te suspected of the first letter; and every fan of either
sex who has ever said 2 good word for relision will te susnected of the other,

Probabtly the thing which shocked the two writers mentioned ntove was the realizem
tion that Satanism is not an otsolete catchphrase left over from the Dark 4ges, btut
ag active now as ever. Modern thought tends to minizize the existence of Evil a8 an
active Force, and to relesmte it to a sort of pagsive "aksgence of gond". Thig article
trought cut the fact that Evil is more than mwerely the "absence of good" -~ it is the
evitons of that absence; the apotheosis of the very ennosite of everything Good. The
vast Zajority of people (including wmany of those intellectusl Jsasnng who consider
taenselves 'agnostic! or 'athiestic! merely tecause they have never co-e fnce to face
with the probler of Gcod and Evil, and therefore have no understanding of what is in-
volved) drift along without any conscious choice "Gnod" and "Evill, Ther abstain froo
overt wickedness fror nmotives of enlightened self-interest: laziness, lack of opHor—
tunity, fear of punishment and/or social ertarrassment serve to keep them in the sce-
ially accepted 'straight and narrow!, but they have no real prircinles to restrain the:
from the safe little sins they can indulge in without fear of detection. It is this
class of person (who wears the outward anm-earance »f norality without any particular
inner conviction regarding it) that gives the nace of 'hwooerite! to so mueh of reli-
#ion. These people are not really 'relirionists! in that they choose good rather than
evil for religious reasons. They are, in most cases, nerely following the line of
least resistence for them. They are 'eood! Tecause, nlthoush thev mizht prefer to do
ntherwise if they could get away with it, they lack the courare to flout convention
openly. To them, religion consists merely in doing what is considered 'roral! -~ whate
ever the mores of their nmarticular society may be ~-- and they do not even realize that
there is anything more to religion than merely social conforrity.

i3




Actually, there is a great deal more to religion than merely outward conform?ty."

Religion consiste of en inner conviction as to the relative values of "Good" and “Bad
with reference to gore definite Standards. For that reason, SATANISM is also a reli~
gion — a religion wherein the Standar® of Values is reversed from the conventl?nal
so that, for them, immorality becomee the conventional moral standard and flout}ng the
conventions becones their conventionsl btehavior. It should not come as a surprise to
anyone to be reminded that Evil is attractive. We all should know full well that it
is... It is far ecasier to submit to the emotions of hatred and anger and revenge when
faced with a frustration, than it is to develop the emotions of tolerance, corpassion,
and forgiveness. It is nmuch more satisfying to the averase ego to figure gut ways and
neans of "getting even? than it is to accept a criticism or an epparent injustice.
It 1s ever so much easier to yield to the physical sppetites, gluttony, lust, greed,
and imnatience than it is to curd them,.,. In faet, if we will be honest with oup-
selves, wo will admit thet ususlly doing Evil is merelr doingc 'what cozes naturally!
without regard to its effect on others.

One of the basic concepts of Christianity -~- Origzinal Sin -~ is merely the name
given to this built-in attraction which the normel human toing feels toward Evil: it
is merely a recognition of the fact that the normal tendency of the human animel is
to satisfy his bodily urgee indigcrinminately, no matter what the harm to others — or
to himself, Other religions have other names: the terninology differs but the tasic
facts are the same, Religion consigts not in s passive confornity with conventionsl
"Good", but a positive rejection of "Evil": the positive mental and spiritual choice
which rejects one course of mction in order to accept another, It is far from being
a matter of passivity. Quite the contrary. Since it is easier and more natural to
do evil, choosing to do good requires an active, positive effort. Christianity snd
the other major religions, deliberately ghooses Good out of love of God. Satanienm
deliderately choosas to do Evil ~~ out of what digtorted motivations I cannot guess.
But at least it IS ¢ deliberate choice. 1t ig the unacknowledged pagens, the "Christ-
ians" by default, so to speak, because they have no other ascknowledegcd religion (just
as any person who ig not & Catholic or Jew isg automatically a ‘'Protestant! when
filling out application blanks) who drift passively following the line of least resist-
ance, ready to shed their mantle of virtue at the first safe opportunity. If they do
"Good" it is more by accident then choice; if they do evil it ig not deliberately fron

choice, but rather tecause they have no real reason for not indulging themselves when
they get a chance.

Anton Ragatzy, the writer of the article on Sataniegn, quite evidently is ap aware
of the problen of "Good" va "Evil" as any other religionist, Unlike the thoughtleass
persons who do evil without perceiving that it is evil (and fandon ig full of them ~-
prating loudly about their 'athiestic!', 'agnoatic! and/or 'broadminded! ideag) Ragatzy
2lvocated doing evil deliberately. Thet ig probably what was so 6hocking to the
readers who objected to the article. We are 80 accustomed to a world in which evil

1s merely the everyday comnromise of a soul which has de no choice for Good, that
when weé run across en ACTIVE evil, a nalignant force ;ﬁich openly é%oosea vrilezsss

qqg f%ﬁynta that ayidity which is hidden deep in the subconscioug and which conven-
;200 A0S decreed must be suspreassed for the protection of the group -- it ghocks and

depresses. Most People would nuch rather think of Mevil" as nerely the crey absence
of good than be compelled to recognize what 1¢ really is: They would nmuch rather
think of it a8 merely the negligence of the soul, rather than ag the Eneny of it.

As Ragatzy pointed out, Evil is no tittering nyth -~ no comfortatly hypathetical
theory. It is, as the Bible puts it, ",.,.a regine lion, seeking whom he may devour.."
As Mr. Raegatzy further pointed out, there are many souls verfectly willing to destroy

thenselves in ordsr to provide him with = meal — if, by so doing, they can pander to
their own secret lusts.



PLOY #5, Ron Bennett, 7 Southway, Arthurs Avenue, Harrogate, Yorkshire, England.

Very colorful — green, pink, white, yellow end tan -- paper, that is. TFor the lead
articles (ses Ron's letter in EPISTLES & EGOBO0), & couple of teenagers discuss relim
gion with typicel teenage understanding of the subject: e policemen probably old
enough to know better prattles about budgerigars (Lovetirds to us hero in the US) and
e letter column I would have enjoyed more had 1 known what they were talking about.
Yeat minmeogranhy. Nice drawings. Ron wants to stert an annual poll in England to \
award recognition to the best fanwriters of any particular year, (Sec BAITBOX re Poll)
Well, let's hope he gete a better response over there than we do over herc.e..

GRUNT, Georgina Ellis, 1428-15th St. Tast, Calgary, alberta, Canada. I find nyself
inadequate to review this. (I keep tusting out in giggles —— post unbecoming in @

"busty' person like myself!) It seems to te & compilation of interlineations Just

looking for cards to te quoted on.

—— — i ——— o —

Thig is what is known as a stean~-of-conscientiousness fanzine,
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O0PSLA, Gregg Cplking -~ Perfect, as usual, Have nislaid ny cony so canft comment.

WaD II, Curtis Janke, 1612 S. 7th St., Sheboygzan, Wisc. 4s I have alreadv mentioned
to Janke, this is & tremendous improvement over WAD I. However, just as WAD I so
thoroughly reflected the influence of crudzines-in-genersl that I mistock it for a
deliterate esatire on the genre (inflicting an unintentional ego-laceration on CJ
thereby), 80 this one reflects with pirrsr-like accuracy the Bloch-Tucker-Hoffwoman-
Grennell characteristics. It does credit to its nodels, and if you onjoy the Bloch-
Tucker~Hof fwoman—Grennell fanzines, you will certainly enjoy WAD II. Moreover, 1t
~rovokes a nild curiosity es to which fmz WaAD III will reserble ~~ if and when. (CDJ

must have a personality like e chaneleon to nake such swift cheangeovers.)

OBLIQUE #6, Clifford Gould, 1559 Csble Street, San Diego 7, Calif, 1I'4 been running
across reviews praising this zine long before I saw & copy, but at first glance 1

was somewhat disappointed. Looks just like the average crudgine. However, it does
have the propertr of being re-~readable. The second or even third reading still yields
interest —— trouble is, who wents to read a fanzine three times in order to find it
jnteresting? Cruddy eppearsnce belies the good material inside.

HODGE PODGE, Nenoy Shere, PO Box 31, Denville, Pa. I hope all you F4PAns et al not
a copy because this is one ! Share~the~wealth! plan I enjoy. There's truly a wealth
of witticisms plus encugh solid material to provide ballast...also0, it's one of the
few places MZB appears. e don't see nearly enough of her in FAPA that we can afford
to miss her.comments in HP. 4 mention of radio & TV comrercisl s brings to mind the
reverse—effect I call 'Backfired Commercisls' when I hear then: I mean the little
jingles that lend themselves 8o readily to parody that they tend to destroy their
value as a sales~promotion. For instance: "You wonder where the enanel went
When you brush your teeth with Pepsodent «,
"Smoke a pack and you'll soon learn
They give your lungs a third-degree burn. ."
"It combs your hair
While it cleans your feet...." 1?7
CANFAN, published by cASheward, 166 McRoterts Ave., Toronto, Ontario, Canada,
7,0ts of sercon material in this (edited ty Bill Grant) but the only thing I feel in-
pelled to comment on is GAS's review of Claude Hall's MUZZY. (8ince Hell won't see
tkis,(not beinz, as far as I know, on the FAPA W-1,) I con safely comment without fear
of being accused of trving to curry a good review out of hir.) 1 cannot speak for the
nccuracy of the assumption that Hall bases hig reviews of other fmz on the roview




MUZZY gets in them, but if GAS follows the same prindple there really must have been
some humdingers in their respective review columns! This one simply sizzles... One
of the charming facets of review columns in genersl is that one reviewer's meut is an-
other's poison, so to speak, and it is the variation in response which males for
interest. If everyone praised and panred the same as ev.ryone else, it would be ng
dull as the prozine revew columns ~~ and just as meaningless. I personally happen to
enjoy MUZZY ~~ at lcast the few I've seen receantly. Although Claude's humor is pungent
to the point of stench occasionally, I find more intrinsic entertainment in it than
in the GASteward fmz (which may in part explain why GAS pours on the bittorn?gs it e
his reviews). Fan fiction - like olives - is o matter of acquired taste snd” thoce
who don't care for it are merely wasting words by their objections. Might as well
expect the olive-growers to go out of business because of one person's palate as to
expect the fans to stop writing and/or publishing ferfiction becruse of the fen who
don't care for their efforts.

ABAS #8, Bovd Raeburn, 9 Glenvalley Drive, Toronto 9, Canada. This 'zine has certainly
.conme & long way from the V.0 #0 first ish ~— the improvement is all the more marked

in that i% is & generel imorovement and oxpansion of qualities which existed right
rrom the beginning, The humor has shifted from acatology to satire and the fornat
fron pamphlet to standerd subsine size, but the innate whackiress hos lost nothing

in the process. The "Derelicti Derorsation" eontinues to be its outstanding contritu-
tion to the annals of fanputbing end the rest of the contents are rapidly catching up.

ISk #4, Sandy Rosin, 163 West College Street, Oberlin, Ohio. 4t C¥ICON II, otherwise
known as TASFIC, in Chicago in 1952 I net -- nmong the 1500 or so fans who attended ~—
a young fanne named Sue Xosen, or so I understood the nsme, who nade n very favorable
iroressiosn. She was lively, good looking, and I expected to hear a grent Aeal from
ter during the coming yenrs in fandor. But she 4id have cne handicap -~ she was very
voung, in her early teens, and that ray have been one reason why she nade a brief
'flash in the pan! appearance with one short story {which simultanesusly showed in a
prozine with a different author) "Tn Serve Moan" snd ther venished, The reason I pen-
tion the girl I met at Cuicago is because I wonder if it is the sase #irl, The age

is about right, the name could be a varisnt or nicknane, ~nd the general rorbtling
style recinds me of the girl I met os "8ue Rosen", ISM itself isn't worth mentioning
as a fng =~ although it says #4 it looks like & tyopical #1 by so-eone who isn't too
sure what it's all about. But then how nmuch do you want for nuthin! -~ if a gnlls

eot youth and good looks, you expect brrins, too?

KaNDU 13, SAPS 35 - Non Gerding, Box 484 Roseville, I1l. Judring frox thish, it ap-
pears than Nan is endeavoring (without muchk success) t5 introduce » sort of SAPS Salon,
2 verbal discussion group vherein lofty vhilosophical matters may bte btatted arounad.

The discussion so far is excellent =~ but nnly a csuple of SAPS participateds The
heavy thirking come frorm non-S4APS (which wrobatly explning why they were non=SAFS).

I found this particulerly siemificent in view af the prolific diséussions ms=-bh 211
levels -= which FAPAns indulge in (to the Aismay of the OF and Treasurer). Probatly
this is the most importrnt difference between SAPS and FiPA, nat the size nor Vinsur-
rence ! nor even the sge level —— but the fact thet FaPans cnn and do maintain discus-
sions on everything fronm sports cars to the nature of God, wherens SAPS “cesn't seenm
able to discuss anything except each other. A4nother thing of nste this f-z brought

to mind: ie, the irportance of a review colum which is intelligitle to someore who

has not seen the fanzines reviewed.... Sorry, Nan, tut this one isn't. On the whole,
a.fanzine of this type Yelongs in FaP4 rather than in S4PS, because the ideas exnressed
taerein would have o better chance of being comprehended,

WENDIGO #10 = Georgina Ellis. Thenks for your rerarks about these panegyries on Bull-
fighting. It's tire somebody said it. To take pleasure in the sisht of physical suf-
fering, whether human OR aniral, is a form of that disgusting perversion typified by
the Marquis de Sade, no matter what rhapsodical rationalizations are advanced irn excuse.



AUCE

A REPORT ON FLYING SAUCERS
Edited by GRAY BARKER
(Reviewed by G.M.Carr)

My interest in Flying Saucers is about on a par with my interest in the Navy's
new atomic~powered submarine "NAUTILUS"...thet is, I hear that it exists, I under-
stand that it represents a tremendous advance in technology, 1 accept the theory that
it opens up 2 vast new field of scientific possibility -- but beyond that I werely
shrug my shoulders and nurmur, “go what?! However, inasmuch as Mr. Barker did mo
the compliment of sending me a copy of this booklet for review, I can only repay the
compliment by roviewing it.....

THE SAUCERIAN EEVIEW consists of & 100 page booklet, photo-~offset to half size,
amply and tastofully illustrated, with printed covers. It is neoat, leogible in spite
of being reduced by half from typewriter face, attractive in appearance and the text
is conveniently indexed in a Table of Contents. The moterial is a compilation of
the news events of 1955 as published quarterly in "THE SAUCERIAN®, and the cditor
proposes to make such a compilation annuslly if this one is successful. (The editor
also announces the forthcoming publication of his flying soucer book "THEY KNEW TOO
MUCH ABOUT FLYING SAUCERS" to be sold for $3.50, published by University Books,)

One docided advantage in the use of photo~offset ie the flexibility it offers
in the matter of illustrations, snd the editor made good use of this foct. The il-~
lustrations consist largely of photogrephs of Flying Saucers and other inexplicable
phenomena, plus drawings and diagrams of same, There were quite a2 few psn-and-ink
illos such as are often used to decorate fanzines, plus several really excellent car-
toons reprinted from such sources asg PUNCH,

The contents cover not only Flying Saucers, but aleo such nphenormena ag o broken
plate~glass window which sealed itself; burrowing water hoses; poltergeists; sea-ser-
pents; clergy opinions on religion on other planets; Generel Machrthur; and the search
for Bridey Murphy. TFor the most part it pertains to flying smucers and the persons
who are most actively interested in them, but the inclusion of so much Fortean data—
naterial extraneous to the subject of Flying Saucers — weakens the effoctiveness of
vhe presentation of whatever facts therc mey be regarding these sirborn objects.

The treatment is fairly objective in that it appenre to have made an attempt %o
report news items without too heavy a slanting toward credulity, and certainly the
nature of the items is intriguing., However, in my opinion this attempt at objectivity
is over-balanced by the excessive enthusiasm of the proponents of the various theories
nffered, and the element of quackery which continuelly seeps into these theories. It
ie unfortunate, but true nevertheless, that a perusal of these various theories,
opinions, 'explanations', 'secret reports', etc., leaves the distinct impression that
they have been propounded by a bunch of screwballs., There is more evidonce of wish-
ful thinking than of intelligent reasoning, and as 2 result of the emotional attitude
of the 'reporters' toward their news items, whatever needles of fact they might have
gathered are apt to be lost in the haystacks of nysticism and hopeful daydrecanming.

In summary, I should say that there is less actual inforrmation offered than there
is of guesswork; and what informetion is advanced, is so shrouded with opinions and
g0 clouded by lack of positive data, that it is difficult to evaluate. In fact, I

rather gather that the editor hinself is baffled bty it, and is alteraately inclined
to believe the naterisl and to laugh at it.

(THE SAUCERIAN REVIEW, % Gray Barker, Box 2228, Clarksburg, W. Va. $1.50)




EPISTLES: & EGOE00

Box 702, Bloomingdsale
Feb. 20, 1956
Dear Gertrude,

A vote of so0lid thanks for publishing the George Wetzel letters. I refuse
to write him, for fear of becoming entangled in a correspondence I don't want, but
I'm pleased that you printed them. They tell me much more about Wetzel than I gleaned
from 211 his various writings in other fanzines. I'm looking forward %o the next
mailing!

Re 'Re: Catestrophe.' I've revised some of my opinions on what might hap-
pen in the U.S. and A, in the event of a bombing, especially those opinions reflected
in "Long Loud Silence," Several months ago you convinced me thot a women (or in the
bock, the woman) would hosrd food rather then jewels, and now that I've moved to a
small town I've learned still more things.

If this village can be called typical, we were both in error. Here, elecs.
tricity and running water will be available for as little as a week, or as much as a

month, 11 depending on the steckpile of diesel fuel at the city plant. The generators

snd water pumps are diesel operated, and so the amount of fuel on hand at the moment
of bombing will determine the outcome. Diesel oil is trucked in from Peoria, 8o I
agsume that would instently be cut off. Similarly, the weekly newspaper has a fair
supply of newsprint on hsnd and I imagine the paper would continue to publish as long
ag the electricity lasted. After that, if the printer and his wife had the gumption,
he could crank out two-pagers on one sheet of paper on his flatbed proof press as long

as the paper and ink losted. I would think, everything considered, that water, elec--
tricity and newspaper would outlest the food supply.

All the stores in this villege depend on imported foodstuffs. Bresd and
milk are trucked in deily, so those items would venish quickly. Perishebles in the
fruit and vegatable line come in sbout three times aweek; the supply on hand at the
time of the bombing would likely be the last. Canned goods are eanother matter, de-
pending on the size of the store and their inventory habits. Trucks arrive almost
laily toting some certain brand, or line, but generally spesking I would guess thav
small stores might have a week's normal supply on hand, while the larger (or richer)
ones mignt hold out for two weeks to a month., Also essuming that cool heads would
prevail and instsntly clamp on a tight rationing system.

I don't know what percentage of the villagers have gardens -~ well over
fifty percent I would guess, but the produce from those gardens wouid most likely
be keni by the owners. if the bomb fell in the svmmer or fall, the outiook world be
~1izhtly more favorable then a winter or spring catsstropke. Ciliy-type commuters,
o newcomers like ourselves, would just be out of iuck in the immediate future. Our
grrden, giaaned but not plantsed, couid not Teeld ue belore June or Jrly. Aad sverycne
with a gorden weuld have to sii up nighis witn a shutgun until the crop matured and
was mered indcors,

I am ccavinced that meat woulld be availeble ths longest. Scores of farmers
eround here cwn thousends of p°gse, cettle and some horsess I have never heard of a
farmer who did not kmow how to butcher, waether ci nci k2 melres a practice of ite
§-u8 of nis stock weuld be stolen, much ¢f it world b3 tatcherzd and sold, and ths
+3m.inGar (othe» then what he kept fur himself) would perhepu be counflscated and dieg~
triburied by some surviving bureaucrat,



Still sticking to the basic idsas of the book, I think the first winter
would wipe out & tremendous number of the survivors, and the following years would
reduce the lot still more until only those who could successfully live off the land
would remain., (A1l this is on the assumption that no outside agency, such as a frei
friendly or enemy government came to the rescue.) I am not at all optimistic of my
own chences in such a situation.

The two trades I practics would vanish ... or at least be so useless as to
not rate rations. 4nd after three or four summers of child-labor, I em still the
nation's number one non-farmer.

On this happy note I leavs you,
Bob Tucker
PS: had & letter last week from Larry Shaw end Hoffwoman. They announce their en-
gagement. No, I'm not hoaxing, and I don't think they are.
(??GMC: I hed in mind a much emaller wi}lage than you describe ~—- the ‘'wide-
/ gpot-in~the~road! type of country store, whereoin the surrounding country-
\ gide was very close, perhaps only a generation eway, $n.self-subsistence.
( For thickly populated areas such as you descride, I agree with your conclu-
. sions. I have received gquite a few letters from fopans and nor-fapans thank-
{ ing me for publishing the Wetwel papers on the same grounds as your thanks,
I even got a letter from George hinmself threatening me with Court action for
Y violating (as he put it) 'the common law protection that reside in uncopy-
, righted and unpublish letters of their original writer'. Unfortunately, in
v his ire he forgot that he had agked to have them published, which rather
- takes the wind out of his threats... tut it is a highly intercsting sidelight
}on his character. Congratulations to Leeh & Larry ——~ maybe they can spend
%their Honeymoon in London? I hear that, by now, tLey are already merried....)

G hER Sl e & o e A SR T 7 Y77 34 Bast 11th St.,C
Xangas City 6, Ho.
March 2, 1956

Dear Gen:

Firet, thanks for GEKZINE, which, as usual, I enjoyed reading. If the color of
4;10 is dedicated to Andy Young, then it must have a yobter cast?

*P1 to you, also!l

Let us go basic, All arguements on religion come from one nuecleus. Wnether or
not you believe in God or e Creator of all things, I say religious arsuments are
stupid, You can either believe or you don't. There we shall let it rest,

George Wetzel showe occasional flashes of ethics and common s2nse. I believe *
that & nurber of fans look upon these two items with contempt. Eitner they are lack-
ing these qualities to begin with, or they have forsaken them to gain popularity or
they, despite their intelligence, fail to recognize them as desirable.

Now I, like George, ar inclined to become offended when ethice and common sense
are treated with contempt. As a result, I also, have become somewhat unpopular with
a2 handful of fans. (Hunphl not that I was ever iikedi HA')...It is no secrct that ag
far ag — well, shall we sey for lack of better definition ~ fanatic fannishness goes,
I do not 1like but about 1% of it. The rest I congider a waste of tinme, energy and
noney. However, I have no intention of ieading e crusade %o drive thrs cleuent out
of fandom and for this very simple reason: If fans enjoy this, w#ho am I to deprive

themn of something they 1like? They are not hurting me any, so why fuss about itlt....




If you desire, you may publish this letter. I hope that George will see e still
as a friend and will not think I have turned against him. It've tried very hard to
get George to desist in provoking his antagonists farther, but to no avail.

In his letter (Geo.) I take exception to the statement that C.4.Smith !'imitates!
Lovecraft. He may use & mythos as Lovecraft did but to me this isn't much of an imi-
tation. Smith developed his own from a basis of HPL's. Smith's gtyle is fer differ-
ent than HPB's.,

TLovecraft is easy to imitate., I could do it nmyself, poor as I am at writing.
Myself, 1'd rather work out my own style.

A1l for now Yours,
/s/  John Murdock

(GMC: Considering the way George gets his material, it is inevitable that
occasionally there should be, as you put it, "flashes of ethics and common
gense" -~ just as there are bound to be traces of the original owner on
enything secondhand....) =

Y RN e, IS, N, S O O SR S AT R A S e S /\./\./w
Clifford Gould

1559 Cable St.
San Diego 7, Cel.
Miz Caesaash!

You were worrying yourself, & bit, about ThatToDoWithThatGodawfulWaitinglist...77ou
told of your efforts in that direction...of how you were sending GM¥ to poor 1il!
waitint-listers like me...{right neighborly of ya' matm)..,if I don't assume to much
of an agsuming attitude I'd like to present you with the answer to the hul problem
(if ya' don't mind thet is...

Well, first of all, it seems to me that & pre-apa wouldn't be desireable in the least!
From my observations there is enough crud floating around FoaPi to just about drive
anyone to mayhem....now the crud in a meiling is balanced out by the good shtuff, and
instead of leaving a bitter taste in your mouth it is just forgotten.

BUT a2 concentration of crud (and you said yourself that one of the best reasons for
such an apa would be to thin out the crudzines) is enough to drive anyone to dispair!
Arrrrrrrgahhhhhhhhhhhh]  The thought of an apa for only waiting listers....azh tell
vou ma'm its enough toseee
?29 (GMG: Why assume it would be a concentration of crud? Surely not all the
waitinglisters are like you.)
Well now: to get back to your kind offer of space in your letter column for w-listers
comments. Thig is my proposel...instead of a pre~apa, why not have all of the waiting
listers send at least eight pages per year to you, for stencilization and mireoing,
wou could include these in your zine and thus get the rest of fapa acquainted with
the up-~and-comers. Of course, if one of the w~lers felt particularly auwbitious he
could send you articles and commentary and whatnot egceeding eight pages per year,
and you would go on and finish up with the stenciling and etc. (like that), “This
would also be helpful upon the eyes of fape members for your mimeography is legible
whereas that of some of the w-lers might not be.
3y (GMC: Well, if anyone wants to, it's OK with me. My charge is $1.25 per hour
plus the cost of the materials used, the latter payable in advance at the rate
of 20¢ per stencil and $1.50 per rekd of:Papep estimated on the number of pages
! times the number of copies desired. I'l1l send a bill for the labor when the
job is completed. )



Of -course this idea could be carried even further with all of the membters of fapa
writing up-their articles.and whatnot and sending it on to you for inclusion in GMZ,
this would lead to less confusion around deadline time:; it would eliminate some of
the confising proceedures; and eliminate the need for any officers, as —ou (with the
aid of Mr. Carr, 2s in my plan he would be made co~ed of GMZ %0 relieve you of soue
of the burden and thus eliminate all possibilities of gafia) would be taking care of
everything,
; (&MC: Suggestions for improving FAPA are the prerogative of every membere..
but isn't 4t a little premature to start changing the rules while you are
still only #24 on the waitinglist? It's a pity you didn't receive a copy
< of REVIEW. McCain had some very pertinent remarks on this subject.)

The only trouble would be in securing staples long enough for the stapling of the
equivilent of an entire mailing, I'm sure you'd be able to think of something,
though., (good luck)

I can see the reason that you printed Wetzells wanderings. TFirst of all you have
Just about enough bitchiness in you to want to hang George with his own rope from
his own tree, with hig own consent; and second of all you seen to be sincere in your
offer of space in your zine for the corments of w-lers,

SD (GMC: You are so right - especially about the 'hang himself with his own rope!
% part. It seems to work very well, too — and not only on George. )
Well....actually you should not have printed that WHOLE mess! It would have been
appreciated (at least by me) if you had done some cutting, at least to the extent
of cutting out his mags of repititions...but then if you had done that you would not
have printed any of the letters,.zs he hag said the same elsewhere,..countless times,
you would have ended up fcutting! the whole letter.

The first thought thet crossed my mind when I first resd of GW (not in GMZ) was "Ghod
this kid mugt be ridbbing someone, or at leagt parodying a racial bigot..." I sat
back end said nothings When after e few months I again had the misfortune to read of
hin (in his "defense" sgainst Mason's comments in Wendy) I gogsled a bit,..could this
be true?t

I found my self a hot bed of indignation and geething eiiction. I wrote a hented let-
ter to Gina cursing the name and the "philosophies" of Wetzel from here to Colgary.
But now, no such font of emotion is fortheomings..I only feel gorry for Woetzeleeel
can say nothing else but that the boy IS ingape. There could be no other excuse for
such I~am4being~persecuted-1—hate-beingupersecuted—because~l'n—soooooo-good—inside-
some—~one-please~pergocute-me RAVINGS,

C?L)(GMC; The technical term is Paranoia; Persecution Complex, Difficult to

detect until the patient loses contact with reality to a noticeable extent,)

1 cennot stomach his references to the Good and Cleen Living (southern) American
Attitude Toward Negros..s.about how he actually treated s couple of negro girls polite-
1y...28 1f he were doing them a favor (as if they didn't deserve to be treated in the
seme panner of good white folks).

) (GMC: Well, aftor all ~- Jou have to give George full credit for his behavior

(. in thie instance. It isn't every Good end Clean Living (southern) american who

’ would heve done the geme =~ in fact, I understend from people who have been there

5;9 that the customary treatment is to run them down arnd rape them when they catchler,

éég That'§ where the saying came from, "She'!s too young for me —— she can run too

fast.

4ls0, as I happen to be Jewish, I hate to accuse him of anti-semitism but from Iy 6xe~
perience 1t seems that the "Jew-hater" the bigot, usually likes to cover up his foel-~
inge, especially when in a group which does not See The Light in accordance with his
Discriminating Testes.

Q\C (GMC: What do the "Gentile-haters" do w cover up their feelings, too?)




At any rate, the tyopical bigot says "Why you must be crezy...me dislike Jews...why
I'11 have you know thet SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS 4RE JEWS. Thy when I was a boy we
lived right next door to a Jewish family, and wo wcre good friends with them, and

all., 4nd it jJust so happens that my mother's sisters husband’s niece is married to
a Jewigh boy, and well that ought to prove that I'm not prejudiced, ought it not oot

So,although I have no really valid proof as to Georgies feelings in this "matter?®,
one way or the other, I'd say from what HE 84YS, that more than likely he is an anti-
gemite...Anyways if he weren't I'd sort of feel left out, I mean ns long as Geor;e is
doing something as distaste~ful (to hinm) as treating negros courteously, I might os
well be in his "good graces" to. I mean it is the trend, is it not?

N (GMC: Well, that depends on what you mean by 'trend'. TFor that matter, it

(% might also depend on what you mean by tanti~gemitic', too. If you consider

C. that George's feuds are strictly along racial lines, you are definitely mis-

-z taken! George is feuding with anybody and everybody that will teke theé trouble
to notice him, regardless of race, color or creed.... On the other hand, if
you mean that persons who dislike George's type of mind usuelly display cer—
tain attitudes and characteristics which ere to be found especially preponder—

C ant among a certain class of Jews —— and that this antipathy is mutual «- I

C: suppose you could say that George is Panti-gemitic", Unfortunately he 1is
fanti-semitic" towards,Swedes, Irish, French, Canadian, English, 100% red-

éb blooded Good and Clesn Living (northern) Americens, too, if they happen to
display the cultural and intellectual attitudes that he distikes. )

I hope that you dontt feel that my opinion of George is being colored by the fact
that I'm a Jew...l've been told to "Go back to Palestine" too many times to let the
mere fact that there may be an anti-semite lurking around fandom bother me...too much
anyway.

&) (CMC: Why should you worry about what ] feel? The real question is, "1S your

égf opinion of George ~- of fandom ~ of the world in general -~ colored by the
fact that you're a Jew!" If so, what color? ~-- the color of eelf-pity? Why?)

Thanks alot for GEMZINE, found your comments interesting, and ewait the next issue,
with glee, in order to find your answer to this question.

Do you really raise cabbages in your back yard as & sideline? _
E?.(GMC: Take.otokles... Hadn't you Beard? I am & Very Respectable Person,)

o LOVE KISSES AND ALL LIKE THAT,
&Z {/ WM_QWM@,L@ !./ C1iff

13 Serviss ive.
New Brungwick (r~2)
New Jerse-
Jednesgdaw, 7 Petrusrv; 156
2200 Hours
Dear Mrs. Carr,

Thank vou verv much fer the pile of beck GELZINLEs recently received., s a foraer
gubgoriter te SK7Z0OK and SPWGCESHIP, I'm certainly not unfemilier either w=ita —ur
neame or vour reputation: in fact, though I've by no means firiehed reading sll iesues,
many of the thumbiig-sessisns have dimclosed "the other sides" of what I renenber as
l1ively debates. Ilve discrvered viu tn de by no means as awesome 8n old fire-eater
ss I might sssu:: from reeding your opoonents alane, Naturelly we couldn't agree in
evervthing, tut ao fer I've grund mveelf much more agrecable thon I might heve wxpec-
ted G0 T Jeitiie Liat was €2 much bigger than I allomd for, that I had t»
/ send backissues to the last few names »n the list or slight them altagitoir.
I figured the—'d gt a kick »ut ~f a glimpsc at FaPa's past even thouzh it did
> nct contain the present situsticn —- besides, it was a good way 7 unlond extras.)



1 de regret, however, that you cculdn't apnxe & copr of 4:10, Like any other farnish
egotist, I enjoy regding my own name, and FaPAns have told me there is a rather lengtLy
discugsion in this issue of me, or my opinions, or gomething, In fact, two close
friends have gono so far as to suggest that a suit for 1ibel or slander might be in or-
der against Georgo Wetzel,

1 don't believe I could be or should be gquite so concerned. Trie, a few quoted senten—
ces seem a little startling. Bub I don't think I need fear any pernicious effocts of
Mr. Wetsel's twisted logic, nor his lies. My friends in fandom know me better citiher
to believe them or to allow others to be taken in by them. A4nd, even were it necessary
to defend my reputation alone, I feel certain Mr. Wetzel's past performances, his own
reputation, and the excited and exaggerated manner +f his own statements would te found
more in my favor than in his. Neither his logic nor his attacke against others of his
Nenemies" have impressed me much in the past; I cannot btelieve that they will fool
anyone €16@ NOWses

I've been asked to reply at length, advised to sue on grounds of slander and libel.

1 thank them for their concern, their eagerness to help; but I should not have to
fight with a mud=slinging neurotic; I should not need to prove myself so pure, as they
guggest. Wetzel is only & mistaken fosl, and I should not have to angwer his lies and
nig econfusion in order to live at pesce in fandom.

But what of the friends not yet made? What can FAPA consider me, if at the first time
I have my neme connected with the organization I also engage in a2 public pig-sty brawl ?
How can I expect ever to find the relaxation that FaPA membership represents to me, if
I refuse to clear ry name of silly charges? What opinion mugt Fou now have of me,
when I am forced in my first letter to vou to defend myself from obscure attacks of
Red subversion and Ghod knows what elseY How may I ever convince you, OT the rest of
FAPA, that I've been the target of a diseased imagination?
g? (GMC: Don't worry, son, you don't have to convince FAPA of that —- GW did a
& goad job of convincing FAPA of that 1atter point, himself.)
In 211 seriousness, Mrs. Carr, I agk you to withhold judgement until soneons other
than Mr., Wetzel attempts to explain my being pulled into this controversey; o8 for my
own defense, if after reading the attack I feel it necessary to make one, I shall take
Ted White's offer of space to do so. If there must be a brawl, I should prefor not
staining your pages by it if that can be prevented.
T (GMC: My paces are pretty well 'gtained! already, but I appreciate not having
to type up any more stencils re GW. I do hope that if you do send » rebuttal in
o> 7IP, that Ted sends 1t through FAPA, I'd like to see it.)
Thanks again for the magazines; I hope you will continue to send them whenever extra
copies are available. If you have no ot jections, I should like to make comment on
them later, once I have digested then all, and once my mind is less unsettled,
Chieers,
/s/ Larry Stark, 3rd
(GMC: 1'11 %ry to meke enough copies to g0 around, but it!s difficult to guess &
xeep up with the burgeoning Weiting List... 30 extras wasn't enough last time,
and goodness only knows how meny I'11 need this time...)

SR L oo, S ol SO R Nl N T TN O g, O e N e P o

1612 S. 7th St.,

Sheboygan, Wisc.
Mareh 7, 1956 f?j?
Dear Ermintrude; N
I received the most recent Gemzine a few days ago, and while I do not have it

here to comment upon rigorously, I'm swiping the time to say & few words bsecause 1
can't possibly let it go by in silence.



The motivating spirit behind WAD is en editorial policy of complete outrageous—
ness, but I'm afraid you went me one better with that crack about the poor dupe tuzze
ing about the gal in the Bikini in the sanitary napkin ad, Gertie, I didn't thirk you
had it in you! (No pun intended there, ~ I'm a respectable~time SG?.) Howevesx, I'm
just mean enough to let a little air out of the balloon by saving that if the guy 1s
anvthing like one or two of the characters I know, phases of the moon woul@ be no pro=
tection.

My election, so far, for Things I Wish I Had Said First, is your little dig at
Sinatra. Not only moral, but humorous ~ where have you been &1l our lives? As &
musician, I have the greatest possible respect for Sinatra AS A MUSICIAN, but as a
molder of youth he doesn't get my vote either.

About Liberace = I doubt that the Great American Male~Fan would object to true
goodness and beauty in any man, even though he'd be too embarrassed to admit it in
publie - but to judge by my own reactions, 1'd say that the obJection to ol! Libby
ig that his goodness is phony - an all too obvious act., 4nd poorly done, at that,
Any, by the way, men are not alone in their dislike - I know several youngish women
who can't stand the fellow, either. The feeling does not arount to a pathological
hatred, as you seem to think, but varies, with the person, from mild anusement to a
gsort of projective embarrassment on behalf of the fellowts fakery. True goodness
is not that blatently self-sdvertised, would be the computation here, Not that I'm
looking for an argument on a subject already worn to rage — I'n merely trying to give
-rou what I feel to be the truer slant on the reactions of those of us who don't care
for the fellow.{(Fellow???)

o) (GEC: I'll go mlomg with thet explanation. Since I find myself altcraately-
~ attracted/repelled according to the amount of credence possible, If I could
&) believe thot he was actually as naively good as his press-agents and adoring
G public insist, then I suppose I would like him, But becauso I, too, cannot

believe that any human being could be that full of "eweotness and 1ight!" out=
;3 side of a monsstery -~ much less in such a toughly competitive tusiness as
> ghowbusiness ~- I find myself unable to put much feith in his performance,

In other words, he turns my stomech if I have to look at hinm too long. )

A good issue,; this one, and hot so heavy that I conldntt digest and enjoy its
In fact, either I am becoming lees critical, or more full of the joy of livings or
else fenzines are improving mightily, Many times, upon picking up the meil and
finding fanzines, I would shudder and wade through them a8 2 spmre and duty I owed
to their editors for having gone to the trouble of pudbdbing and meiling them -~ this
ig a feeling that is becoming rarer « I actually enjoy the me jority of those that
have come in during the past several weeks. N _
kj/ Curtis Janke
ﬂrﬁ“\_/“\-'x.rx*’f\_af\_/*yf 0 S SBT3 i :
(%;) 7?7 Southway, Arthurs avenue, Harrowgate,

Yorkshire, England., 24 Fet 56
Dear Gemn,

Sorry to keep you waiting so long for a reploy, but Il've never been in such a
position befores Most of my evenings 2re taken up with extra~fannish activities,
whilst being in digs in Liverpool has neant(and will mean) that my syore evenings
are either spent a) in the eo0ld at the typer b) with a book by the fire, Which wowld
zou choose, Exactly! I1've been reading the Bob Tucker tec books and o few of Fredrie

Prown's. Now that I'n back home for a week, end have just got PLOY 5 on gtoncil I
can get down to writing.

Many thanks for the bulky GEMZINE 4:9. Much of it wos of course way above my
head, and even Cecil who is taller than I am, couldn't help here, not being a member
of FAPA and getting 211 those fangines referred to. However, all in all, it looks as

though I'm in for a goodly emount of fun, when I finally get up that waiting list and
enter the Marble Crypts.



Baittox was a mixed bag of interested, thoughtout rarblinge. I think jou'll
1ike PLOY 5, which has a couple of religious articles in; you can get your teeth into
them very nicely, and I'm hoping they'll stir up a lot of comment.

Although it's way past polling day, I dunno the result of TAFF, but for what it's
worth (free egoboo? free fanzines? Beer?t Cash?) you got a vote from these parts and
also a Big one frow Continentsl fandon.

Yes, twas my letter you ran. Thenks. Two of the 27 kids have departod to nloyes
(hell, that's the first time I've ever used that one ~well,well) other long-suffering
teachers —and they haven't Fandom to help them out. And I must take acception (GMC:
Whet was that Freud said ebout these subconscious errors?) to your stateront, side~
line though it nmay te, that "even Englishmen can be sneered at." Never, anywhere have
I read such a stupid peneralisation. Madem, the doubt that someone, somewhere, ray
not sneer at me, has caused me meny sleepless nighta.

Thanks, anyway for sending the mag., Long may you turn GEMIZINE out. Long rey
you send me copies.

Like the paper? If Mal Ashworth can do it, why can't I¥ True, hig came fronm
Ketterling.«s.s This comes from Liverpool!
Regards,
/8/ Ron (Bennett)
(GMC: This ceme typed on a paper napkin atsut the congistency of coarse (&
toilet paper. I hope that's gne fannish fad that fails to sweep fandgg!})

% MR S e SF s W e e et et B N :
Fred SEith| g3 Great Wostern Road, Cla sgow W.2. 28th March, '56
Dear Gem (if one may be so famiiinr, me'em),
. I received the issues of GEMZINE you

sent me and wish to let you know that, first, I appreciote getting them and the extre
work entailed in running off so mony extra copies, nnd, second, I enjoyed the mags
for their own sake. You're certainly an interesting, if controversial, writer. It
moy (or may not) surprise you, incidentally, to learn that this isn't tho first time
I've seen your zines, One or two copies of your GEMTONES (Saps;ne, wasn't it7) have
somehow or other rcached me in the pngt -~ probably through Ethel Lindgsay, by woy of
Bva Firestonol So yvour stuff gets around more than vou think. On the otlier hand
chanceg are you've never heard of me, so maybe I should fill 7ou in a 1ittle,

(GMC: TI'r ifilled in’ plenty, “henks, but I'd enjoy henring anything about

you that 7ou care to mention., Fortunateliy, I don't got fatter from reading..)
I've been hanging around the fringe of fondom for the past four years, subbing to some
Tanmage here and scrounging free copies of others thero and dipping into the melee
ocensionally with the odd letter but I've alwsys beazn prevented in the past from
plunging in by an acute lack of spore time owing to the fact that I'm trying to wrest
a couple of dip;pmae from the Royal College of Music and the Royal Leademy of Musie.
Howeve@Gho 823047 ElrTh SoABUOL8%H e 80 B FHORSA - $REMtEnt ST Son0uET IEQAGY TOUT)
expect to be a fully qualified music teacher, which should losave re with plenty of
spare time to publish a fairly substantial mez. 4 couple of years ago I did manage
to put out the first issue of a subzine, HATMOYBLIN, and Jjust recently there I gét
out the second ishi 1I've aiso been in OMPA since it started and have rmansged to hit
all seven mailings so far (sorry, except the last one). I wigsh I had a copr of the
lagt GOBLIN left to send you but I only did a short 1un of it, for various reasons,
and they're all gone now., However I'll certainly add vou to the list for future is-
sueg and I expect to get back to pubbing egain sbout July. My Diploma exams are com—
ing up very soon now and then I've got to get into the training college here. So if

you don't hear from me for a while don't think Iim deadl
GEMZINE 4:10 strikes a personal note where you give your "pre-apa' idea, Of

course 1 can only speak for myself but being in UPA gives me a good idea of what to
expect and I've also got quite & lot of Fapazines to judge by. 4 number of the other




waiting listers are also in either OMPA or SAPS, so maybe a pre~AP4 isn't such a ggo@ |
idea, after all, Although you signed up "blindly", I think the current crop.of Wal?}Df
listers will have a pretty fair idea of what they're getting into. 4nd if they 6og i
OMP4 and SAPS already exist, so there's not much point in creating what w?uld be vir-
tuslly a new apa., In OMPa's case, at least, there are only two waiting listers sc

o~ (GMC: Well, there's this much voint to it -~ the FAPA Waiting List is alrcady

A bigeer than SAPS even if the latter were willing to abgordb them. I don't know

( about OMPA, but I imagine the situstion is eimilar. What's more — thev!ve

= probebly got their own Waiting List — or if they haven't, trying to accorodate

Q) impatient pre-FAPAns would soon give them onel)
entrv would be fairly quick for snyone wanting to gain the experience, However, I
see vhat you mean: you went to meke it compulsery to gain the experience so that
deadwood will be eliminated in advance. I think the new amendrent about new merbers
contributing to thoir second mailing is sufficient to protect FAPA in that respect,
Ag regnrds the "rough edges" I can only spot one "rough' customer on the list and I
don't think he'll gver wear smooth no matter how much he publishes, There are a few

€) (GMC: If you mean who I think you mean, I don't think he'll recain out of the

Q9 booby-hatch long enough to get into FAPA.)
nemes I don't knew, of course, and these are possibly neos, but it hardly seecs
wathwhile setting up & new ape just for those few,

What a load of repetitive fugeheaded crud that letter of George Wetzell's is. I
wish I had the tinme to take it to pieces in detail but doubtless there'll te plenty
of othors will do that for me. I rather pity George tut I wish I could be in at the
slaughter just the same in view of his remarks about Dean Grennell (at least I pre-
sure it!'s Dean and not David Grinnell he means). I haven't seen Dean's letter in
WENDIGO but I've re=d s lot of his stuff and have yet to see hinz use foul language
anywhere. Whatever it was he said in WENDIGO I'm certain that (a) it wasn't foul and
(b) it was intended (and taken on Georgina's part) as a joke. Come to that does
"animal excremont" constitute foul language? (GMC: Maybe 'Fowl'! language, depend-
ing on the type of excrement...) Or "trollope! for that matter? Surcly the word
"trollope" is virtuaslly obsolete now andonly used in jest. Do you suwnose George is
paranoiac? (GMC: Yes. See BaITBOX for ry opinion.) He certeinly sounds like he has
an awful persecution complex. I see I should have said "two rough customers" in the
last parasgraph, since Wetzel is also on the waiting liat! See you next time? Best,

N e, /8/ Fred Smith
C?Kj Jéﬁl (Ei/ . <) 613 Great Testern Rd
VN \)f?f SN U s P Glasgow W2, Scotland
Terry Carr, 134 Cacbridge St., San Francisco 24, Calif. 3 April 1956
Dear Gen:

Youlre welcome for the oover, and I'm glad you liked it. The material was
part of a whole batch of drawings Denness sent me two or three vears ago, and which
voulve seen on VULCAN, OMEGA, and variots‘other things. 1I'd nlanned to collect 20
of them in a one—shot to be called OF MONSTERS AND BEMS, which wvou no doubt saw ballp-
hoced once or twice. When $hat becmare impractical due to lack of finances, I storted
nassing them around to various neople, mainly Coswsl, who is running "Of Monsters &
Bens" as the title of the series in his FaPAzines (I put ther on master for hin).
More recently I felt that they still weren't getting printed fost enosugh, so I sten~
cilled un four or five of them and gent them around. You were one of the regulerly
nublishing Faps who is not an artist and who I figured would welcore a cover. Vernon
kcCain was another, and you saw his cover in this FAP4 meiling. Marion Bradley has
cne for DAY STAR and Ed Cox has ome for FAFERD, ton. I think that's all in FiPa,
tho Merk Schulgzinger hss one for his non~FAPA generslzine, gCINTILLation.

It wesn't exactly such a wonderful gesture~-nore »rompted by pangs fron ny con-
science for having them for so long without printing them. (GMC: 'Well, 'wonderful-
#zesture! or not, I certainly sppreciated both your time and skill in cutting the stem
¢il and the thoughtfulness of noticing that I could use 2 good cover for a change.)



I1dle thot: wonder if Denness Morton will ghow up on thie year!s Best Artist
Polly

I've been gafiating a bit, but if I'd had noney for a DIASPAR this time I'd heve
hed it in the mailing, since the whole issue ia written and dunnied, and a couple of
=ges on stencil. I did get out a short DI for postmailing, whieh you no doubt re-
ceived, but the next full-sized DI will no doubt be considersbly delayed, since I
Just got the money together for INNUENDO #1 (non~FAPA) and etill have a Cultzine to
ret out in about a month, Don't loock for DI in the May mailing, tho I nay zet clg
comments done in tire.

Latest GEMZINE was one of your Lest...especially enjoyed the Wotzel letters.
Let Mr, Carr have his sey nore often, too., More detailed corments in F4PA if I get
the noney, and I'z sorry that ny review of GEMZINE the last was so derogatory in lest
DI...the revieows were pruned to the salient parts, and egoboo doesn't maike very good
reading, except for the recipient,
Ceroly,

Terr
c}c}v J‘“‘"\’V\-"‘Mm- Nt N A W

Carl Brandon, 541 Diamond, San Franciseo, Calif. april 4, 1956
Dear G. M. -~

Just a note to thenk you for sendine all thoge issues of GEMZINE, which just
reached me a few days ago, eince I have moved, It seens to be en interesting mag,
from what I have geen, and doubly valusble btecause "Bookb™ Stewart says that noet of .
the discussions in F4PA turn up in GEMZINE, toa,

So thank you very much for sending them -~ I really aporeciate it, If you send
future issues I'1l try to comment, but there ig too much in these issues to corment
on.

Sincerely,
/s/ Carl Brandon.

future GEMZINES. Since the Weiting List has grown to bi~zpan -roportions,
it is Just too much to try and keep up with it by eending a coppl imentary

Copy to everyome on it. The whole purpose of restricting trodes to the FAPa
waiting list was to cut domn on the nusber of copies required -~ but with

more nembers on the Wating List than in the whole of SaPS, I'm no better off )

than I would have been by steying in the latter. So, a8 Sid Caesar soye, 5
NOW HEAR T H I 5.t

NOTE: This seems as good a place ag any to announce a change in wolicy on §

]
IF YQU WANT GEMZINES, vlease send a postcard listing your name, address, and
whether or not you heve a fanzine to trade for it. Naturally, I would prefer
8 fanzine in return, but if you do not have any to trade I will be glad to
send you a GZ anyway if you went one. I would appreciate a trief comment,
but it is not mandatory nor a condition of receiving GZ. Likewise, I will
be zlad to publish sny resgonatle amount of materisl a Woiting Lister mey
wish to Aisseminate through FAPA, but no nore >f these 12 page Journal e~
0f-COrud ala Wetzler, if you please. Unless otherwise stated, I reserve the
right to shorten or otherwise edit letiers in the Letter Coiumn. Aafter all,
I'm doing the typing and paying for the stencils used, and aithough I'm will-
ing to conserve the spirit of the letter, I have to exercise judgement in the
quantity. Of course, if you send your letter aiready on the stencil, it will
> be reasonsbly safe from editing (hint, hint...) IN SUMMARY- Unless I got & (3

definite request fron Zow to be kept on the pailing list, this is the logt G2
{ you'll see, for free, to you from re —— See? FURT"ZRMORE, I an getting dapn

L%
A S S W Y o N N M"‘M)
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sick of one GEORGE WETZEL and this is nrobably Just as goed & place as any to
get » few mattere straight: BEver since publishing those 12 pages of cruq ig G2
4:10 ~ which I did at GW's insistence and as & courtesy in recognition oI his
status as a Waiting Lister — I have found nyself involved in a typical GW "smear
carpaign', Of course, all you who received G% and bothered to read the lottors
found them self—explanatory, but non-FaFans who had no connection with them or
with FAP4, and consequently had no'access 1o that issue of GZ werc naturall?.
surprised and bewildered when GW started writing medly around for Haid" in his
twor aginst Carr" who, says GW, "treacherously used my private correspondence

to hurt me." Considering what a lying fugghead George is, I was somewhat sur-
»rised that anyone would believe anything thing he said, even to the extent of
writing to find out what it was 8ll about. It was a further nuisance to have to
explain that since George hinmself was the one to explode into a sudden ragze and
ingist that he didn't want any further fmz from me, 1 took him at his word and
sent the copy which hed bveen intended for hirm to one of the other Waiting Listers.
To~rake satters worse, I ran short on that particular issue -- not cven enoush %o
go eround to cveryone on the Waiting List so, as rnentioned previously, sone of
the names on the bottom of the list got backissues instead. Conscguently, whon
these bewildered queries ceme in, requesting a copy of the GZ in gquestion so they
could see for themselves (e2s if it were any of their tusiness to begin with) I
was unable to give them one. 1 got tired of writing Lacik explaing:®A) I pub-
lished only letters that George agked me 1o pubiish. B) George hinself requosted
that I NOT send any fnz. and G) There aren't any 1eft to send you....'Every fon
who has had any contact with George Wetzel knows that you cannot treat hin like

a rational person, But I do not believe that it is generally realized in fandom
the extent of what ails George.

My knowledge of mental illness is limited to a couple of courses on 4bnormel
Psychology and the personal observation of a mental btreukdown in an offico where
I worked. It occurred at the time I was studying these courses, and I was not
gure that what I wae seeing was the real thing. Furtherwmore, like all layren
when faced with mentel deterioration, I did not know what to do or to whom to
call attention to what was hawwening. In thesc cases, the individual's friends
and relatives, who should be first to notice scmething wrong 2re usually the last
to recngnize what is hanmening. Strangers, therefore, are handicanped tecauso
they cannot malk up to & parent and say, "My friend, vowchild is becoming insane,
better get hin to & psychiatrist as soon as you can." Neither can an outsider
report rere observations to any lawful suthority until the petient makos sone
overt blunder which calls for officisl notice. Many rental cases never do receive
official attention in tine to do them any good because they never quite losc con—
tact with reality to the extent that they cannot take care of thenself, aftor
all, we can put up with an awful lot of "eccentricity" without suspecting that
it is reeally a nental deterioration.

I sn no Psrchistrist and I have never net George, nuch less exanined hinm,
Neither an I qualified to make & legal promouncement on his mental conditions
I cannot, therefore, meke an unequivocal statement that Georse Wetzel is insane,
But I DO say that Goorge Wetzel exhibits, on paper at least, the symptoms typical
of Peranocin with delusions of persecution. He displays the tynical distorted
intorprotations, the trpical swings between grovellings self-oity and arrosent
boasting, the characteristic Pnrojection! (ie, the suspicious accusations against
others of the things he is deing himself) and the ra blingincoherence which ac~
companies mental disorientation. The extept of his derangement is the problem.

However, even if fandom were aware that George is ohviously not mentally
respongitie for his actions, we still are faced with the protlex of what to do
with him. His verbal vomitings create a stench which perneates every fanzine he



touches, and until each editor has digcovered, by sad experience, what corresponding

\ with George will do to him, fandon is faced with the unpleasantness George causes.
/Thereagregstill a great maﬁy arpubters on both gides ofpthe Atlantic who do not yet

\know what to expect, so George could go on indefinitely just skirting the edges of
/ tolerance and naking e damn nuisance of himself.,

7/ Most fans, once they discover his condition, endeavor to ignore him, This at
{\1east has the virtue that GW finally tires of ellence and turng his sattention else-~
'vhere. But in the mesntime, fans who do not know his condition attempt to dehate
with hin as though he were sane, with consequenw®es sirilar to mine. I did not re-
alige, until after I'd published his 12 pages of crud, that George was as far sone

in his mania as he ia.

Actually, I don't know what to do stout him, I don't think it is safe to
pernit a maniac with delusions of persacution to run around loose tut I don't know
vhat anybody can do about it until he sends & home made bomb or a box of poisoned
candy through thie mail, or showse in person with a hatchet to "protect himself"
againet the "Marxish conspiracy in fandom and SF-~" Unless some fan actually has
svidence of tangible nature ageinst George which can be turned over to the author—
ities, there isn't ruch that cen be done. I understand, however, that George has
been sending anonymous letters through the mail, If that is true, and any fan who
reads this hes gome of said anonycous letters in his possession, 811 I can sug-
gest is that one way to rid fandom of George Wetzel and his revings would be to
turn the letters over to the Postal Inspectors. I understand it is illesal to
send obscene or threatening material through the mail. Knowing George's letters,
anything he wrote enonymously would be quite apt to fall into either or both cate~
gories, and might result in his mental condition teing brougcht to the proper atten~
tion. If, as I suspect, he is in need of hosvitalization that might te one way of
seeing that he gets it. 1If he is merely a borderline case, he night be prevented

from further deterioration b roompt peychiatri ttention.
with George, I wash hand&yog hig. i e % e Uk helevee #a-sene

ALACANNAANNANNNA NN D

7 Scuthwny, arthurs avenue
Harrosate, Yorkshire (England)
Dear Ger, 27 lareh 56

=

Thanks for GEMZINE 4:10. This nuthering rou keep up is somevhat confusing at
times, but don't let thet suffer you anv loss of sleep as Cecil is workins on it snd
should come up with o solution any —eek now,

(GMC; For explanstion of nurbering system, see cover GZ 4:9)

Your ramblinss sre so widely varied and so lengthy thot it vould take moces and
pages to comment on them sll and Jinx wents to 70 to the pictures. This is the trouble
with non-fan wives ~- they find gther thinzs to do. Liberace for exarnle brinss to
mind that I consider him to be sickly and conceited, but » showman for -1l that. Yes,
I do prefer Ji-my Durante.

Incidentally, GEi, the note on parse 4 about how you ~mined FAFA waitin-wlistshin
trinas to mind & rule which strtes somerhere sorething about credentinls in the fon-
field. What were yours? I'm not being rude, merelv curious. This is something I
Just don't knows Did you pub a fug, or did you write for soceone else's?

(6MC: Editor/publisher TWE CRY OF THE NAMELESS, co-elitor; publisher SIVISTERRA;

both frz in connection with The Nameleas Ones, » foancliub of vhich I wos then

Secretary. Said club is still in existence and 5tilLl nubiisnain~ T¥Z CLY and

SINISTERR4, both of which have had many editors and ~ublishery since then,)

I'11 forgive you the omission of PLOY 4in MONSOON and sny that I liked wr., Carr's
iter. Let's hove rore, (This is a fiendish Pennett thin -end-of-the-hedce to -et you
turfed out and the m~re lawned to vour spouse),


ma.de

(GiC: ir. Corr thanks you and elsewhere in this mag wou'll find another in-
stallment of "ur. Carr Says:" =-- which maybe YOU thiuk ig a2 Bennett—orisin-
ated 'fiendigh plot' btut which merely goes to show that you underestiate the
fiendishness of wives.,..)

¥etzel's remarks that he'd like to call off the feudinz with vou are the most .
sensible thinzs I've ever heard fror hic. (G'C: See atove for further developrents
on TPAT statement!) Fut is he now thinking of turning his rav-gun at me, I wonder?
inyway, serious feuds have no ployce around here; I much prefer the Tenny-allen,
Crosby-Hope stuff and heve been trving to get into cuch a brawl with ial 4ashworth
for over a year now. Trouble is, he takes everything so demn sericusly.

And so does Wetzel, but ployse don't class Mal snd Wetz together, Spelling mis-
takes are sheer laziness, not having the strength of will to resch down on the floor
and pick up o dictionary (well, have vou geen this roon right now?) Tell, he's wel-
come to his views. I wonder what & peychoanalyst would make of them? E&r, let's see —
Silverberz said I was a naughtyv boy, but did I gripe? Not big strong handsome me...
etc. etec.

Of course, he could be a Liberace fan....
Give me Groucho Marx. (GiC: Better not, it might be part of a "Marzish plot')

Enouch. Sorry, Gertrude, but I must sheve and away., YE RLACKBOARDZ JUNCLEY is
callinee.

Thanlka acein for GENZINE, May your bedsocks never wear through. Cheers,

Added 29 March 56. Ron and Cecil

It dawned on me this morming, Gem, that there was something in GZMZINE worth a
short mention and on which I hadn't commenied. Just vefore Xmas I got a chain letter
from one certain Csnadisn femme-fan. I have it here, It seys, "The origzinal of this
letter comes frorm the Netherlands. The Luck of it has Leen sent to you., It has been
around the world four times (sent by U.S. Officers). The one who bresks these chains
will have bad luck,

"Please copy this and eee what happens to you in four days after you receive 1it.
DO NOT SZND wJNZY & DO NOT KEEP THE COPY. Send it and 4 others to whomever you wish 3
good luck, It must leave your home 24 hours efter rou receive it.

NGeneral iusten received $6,000 only to lose it nfter bresking the chain {[Tat
did Napoleon zet?JJ. You are to have good luck four days after receiving it,

This is no joke, You will receive it by meil.
Insert vour neme at the bottom of the list and remove the tope.. ¥

It was then sizmed bv 10 people, two of whom are fen regident in Telgzium and the
l1ast neme of course is our Canadisnne. I wrote her about this nauseating mess and
gaid that I hadn't pessed on the letter and had no intention of doins so, also that I
was surorised at her for vassing the thing on. She geid that ghe'd dome it out of
nere curiositv —— to see what would heppen if end when she passed it on. Ty the
hock she didn't satisfy her curiosity by keepinz the thing end e2lso showing that che
had some guts, I'1l never know.

As for me, I sirnly kept it. (GMC: Until now, that is, because in the end you
DID pass it on =~ to me. Didn't wou?) I wes annoyed. The "This is no joke" piece
mekes you wonder; all depends on wvhich way vou look at it, I suppose. JBut, I nusé
away again., Am pecking for Kettering tomorrow. Coming? Cheers, Ron and Cecil.



MR, CARE SA Y S

As many of you older FaPAns might have guessed, I am in the refrigeration busi~‘
ness. We snecialize in marine installations. e install anything from a small house—
hold tvpe job to refrigerating a eomplete hold. The hold on the average trawler or
schooner type fishboat is approximately 18! long, 15' wide, 7' deeo. These are, most
of them, wood construction boats avproximately 75' length.

During installation of refrigeration in a partial hold, I got into a discussion
with the Skiopers I asked him about his plenned charter trip he was making. He ex~
plained that the boat and crew were chartered for six month trip by the Fish and
Wildlife Commission, U.S. Government. They have charted a course which will take e
full six months of travel throush 4laska, the Aleutians to the very edege of Russia
and Japan, through some of the Southern Pacific waters and return. They have plotted
on their course stops for each day of travel. At these stops they will lay out a net
and attermpt to find salmon. If they find salmon, they take at the most ten specimens,
cutting the tail off immediately as they are removed from the water; draining the
btlood into containers, sealing them irmmediately, put them in the freezer. At the earli-
est possible time they fly these specimens to their laboratories in Seattle, where
the specimen is anslyzed. The rest of the carcass is put into a sealed cellophane
container and laid in the freezer for collection throughout the whole trip. If, how-
ever, it is blowing too hard to make o set at any one of their planned stops, they
continue on to the next stop and of course if it is bl o wing then again they continhve,
The important thing seems to be to obtain specimens from as many spots as possible.

The carcass of the figh at the return to Seattle is taken immediately to the lab-
oratory where the technicians start their dissecting work. First the fish is X-rayed.
Then the technical work of dissecting —- which, as I understand, includes counting the
bones and study the structure of bones and scales; colors, type of skin, etc., etc.

The purpose of this trip is to gather enough information to stend up in the World
Court beyond any reasonable doubt which country these fish came from regardless of
vhere they were caught. It has already bteen established to the satisfiction of the
scientiste employed on the boat the recognition of the different fish., The Russian

fish, the Japanese fisgh, the American fish can be positively establishod even if caught
in the middle of the oceen.

There have been disputes between Americans, Japanese and others about the fishing
on the high seas, and taking fish indiscriminately throughout the whole year., The 4m-
erieans claim that fish taken in certain waters are spawned in our rivers in Alaska,
Washineton, Oregon and also Canada. They also clain that if some curb is not cade on
the harvest of these fish, they will eventually bte depleted. The Russians are also
in the picture from the same standpoint. They sre looking at it the saro as we.

The two scientists going on the cruise are Jananese—imericans. One of these sci-
entists has been given full credit for this complete undertaking. The crew rembers
consist of the Skipper and six men, including the two scientists. The Skipoer of the
boat said that he has never sailed with anyone as pleasant and all-around gentlemanly
as these Japanese-Arericans. They work right with the crew on anythinz that haz to be
done on the boat, including assisting the cook with the dishes and a couple times a

week the two Japanese prepare Japanese dishes for the entire crew which the Skipper
says is really enjoyatle.

The Skipper mentioned that during the trip far up into the north they run into
schools of fine big Alaske herring, He told nme if I bring a keg aboard the ship
(vhich I intend to do today) he will fill it up for rme when they get into the schools.
No matter what the outcome of the scientific nature of the trip, about six conths from
now I'11 be waiting irpatiently for a keg of salted Alaska herring!




Reprinted Poems by G. M. CARR under the pseudonym'of

SPACEBLUES #1: Autumn

You'll never know, you'!ll never guess <51

The beauty and the loneliness

Of fallen leaves and branches bare -

Of rainswept skies and dampfilled air -

0f sodden soil whose promise sleeps

Until the Planet southward sweeps...

Unless, spacebound, you've wetched Earth fall

Into a distant, blue-green ball,

And tasted but the tropic air

The spacecansg hold, knowing that there

Will be - for you —~ no more at all

0f the somber charm of Terra's "Fall",
(SINISTERRA, Summer 1950)

SPACEBLUES #2:¢ Young Philosepher

Honor is better than kisses, but who SPAOEBLUES #5: Spring Fever
Is 0ld enough to know that, are you?
Virtue is better then pession, they say, Springtime comes green on Tellus 3
Who fold their hands and kneel and pray. It bursts out blue on Mars
Honor and Virtue are deeent and right, On Mercury, just a cloud of dust =
But kisses are sweet and passion, delight. (1t has no Spring like ours).
In the cold night my honor may guard me From Jupiter 5 to Neptune 8
from harm, The orbits swing so long

But Virtue's too chilly to help me keep warm! They seldom have a vernal state

(SINISTERRA, Summer 1950) To celebrate in song.
But every time a planet rolls

SPACEBLUES #3: Bitter Dreaming Itself upon its axis,
Someplac., somewhere, some creature

Life is & searing wave of anger thinks
That flings the weary soul from isle to isle of unpaid income taxes!
Of lust or greed or fleeting hunger (SINISTERRA, 1951)
Where it may find forgetfullness a while.
Life is a bitter hour of restless turning tPOLICE ACTION' CHRISTMAS
With sleepless eyes and heart that longs in

vain Christmas bells o'er cold Korea
For peace; for some gurcease from learning Peal a chilly song of cheer

That all its joys are apt to end in pain... Over frozen eves and eardrums
(Silent, for they cannot hear...) -

Death is the dark and barren shore edge

Whereon those acid waves of life have cast Gale Christmas trees back homs now

The outworn shells; and on some dry ledge Send back their reflected lightss

Heve left them empty, undisturbed at last, Choirs sing out -~ of candles glowing -
(SINISTERRA, Autumn 1950) Kids squeal, too, of their delight...

SPACEBLUES #4: Christmas on Mars Look, the empty chair is fillad with

Christmas presents so they spill...
The gentle Jesus of my baby Christmes days {(But the heart of all this Christmes
Was only God of Planet Three of Sol... 1ieg dead on & "heartbreak hill",)
But could the God of this land's alien ways (GEM TONES, Apatite)
Be also Offspring of The Father of us =all?



With 38 stencils already cut and the assembling deadline only three weeks away,
it looks like I'11 have to pare down UNASKED OPINION from the 12 pages of material
into & mere summary. Tsk, tsk...that's what I get for teing so gatby! Tell -~ I'11
start off and see how far I get before tinre (and patience) runs out....

LIGHT, Les Croutch, I think you tend to overlook a very immortant sart of human psy~
chology, Les, when you state that 'organized churchliness! is unnecegsarv., You for-
eet that people tend to associate worshin with a nlace -~ a tendency which is as old
as worship itself. Archaeology shows 2bundant proof that people placed a great immor-
tance upon a place of worghip: they made altars and returned to then again and againg
they went up into "a high place" to offer their worship, or into "s grove"... probably
because these places were most conducive-to a feeling of awe and solemnitw, It is as
true todaey as it was when the first apelike ancestor of nmen looked up from his grubkhings
anong roots and saw the heavens and was filled with a sense of awe that certain condi-
tions of environment are more conducive to worship than others. Also, there is the
additional factor of conditioned resmonse; ritusl serves the nurpose of reinforcing
religious stimuli so that the individual worghipper is atle to penetrate more quickly
and thoroughly into an attitude of worship. People who scorn orgenized religion and
prefer to "commune with nature" are merely expressing the obvious: Sure, one cen
worship !'just as well' out in the open -~ the fields, hills end groves were the first
worship spots and are still natunl settings for worship., But hasn't it occurred to
vou that if every single individual in the world had to 2o out and find his own spot
for "communinz with nature" there wouldn't be many left? Likewise, hasn't it occurred
to you what 1% costs t6 duild - and reintain a private chapel -~ to say nothing

of the cost of j1eintsining all the other aids to devotion which people need to encoure
agze and reinforce their religious experience? Only the most iconoclastic soul is
strong enough to devise and maintain o solitery religion: the najority of humen beings
require the companionship of other humans in the exercise of their relision.  The only
way nost people con find the necessary place of worship end means to mmintsin it is

by torgenigzed churchliness'. How elge COULD they? You know, I get a kick out of
these people who ¢ripe and grumble at teing expected to 'support the Church!. They
are as unreasonable as children ~- ther expect somebody else to pay for building and
mainteining a place for them to g0 when they heppen to feel in the mood for it, and

it never occurs to them that a church building has to be heated and painted and wired
for electricity just like any other building, If these gruztlers had to pack up a
tent and packtrack up into the mountains to "commune with nature, they'd soon dis~
cover it costs them more for one single trip than for an entire 52 Sundays of regular
church-contributions! But then, as I've sanid beforo, there is no defense agninst
stupldity,.... (not you, Les, just stupid grunbling in general ).

(This is typed in 28 a last-ninute thought to explain thet not all FAPAzines are
reviewed in this UO -- corments that nromised to be too lengthy were handled by
direct letter to the persong concerned, likewise, you'll find comments scattered any-
where from BAITBOX to MONSOON wherever they seemed appropriate.)




FIENDETTA, Charles Woells. Georgina Ellis mentioned in her fmz that she found it in-
consistent that I should consider Catholicism a 'good' system of worship and yet ex—
nress ideas contrary to its ideals, and Charles corrented much the sare -~ with the
added thoueht that Catholicism requires a certein attitude of =ind in order to follow
the reasonings behind it. He is quite right. Catholicis~ is in itself a frace of
reference to certain rigid velues which must be fully entered into in order to te
appreciated. People who are abtle to corprehend the line of reasoning and are able to
enter into the gvstem of values, can live full and rich lives ~—- complete in every
respect. Thet is why, to Georgina's surprise, 1 think Catholocisnm is a 'zood! reli-
gion. Once the initial postulations are asccepted, every possitle contingency that
could arise in human experience is covered. The spiritunl values nre outlined and a
deen and rich spiritusl purpose is attached to everv necessary restriction encountered.
In fact, it makos more sense and more consistent sense, than any of the splinter of f=
ghoots now known as Protestantism. However, there is an element of all—-inclusiveness
(vhich is unescapable in any religion tecause unless the basic preaise is that TFIS
is the ONLY religion, there can bte no confidence in it) which is especially marked in
Catholicism. It amounts, actually, to compubsion in that it requires persons to idem~
tify themselves with this line of reasoning whether they can live up to it or not.
Persons who, for one reason or another, are unable to live up %o the bagic ideas of
upon which the minutiae of regulations are based, are subjected to terrible personal
conflicts to an extent which is seldom encountered acong Protestants. For instance,
in Protestant Christianity the idea of a personal religion is almnost entirely volun-
tary. It is supposed to te a matter for the irndividual conscience, and if a protestarnt
chiid decides to shrug off the fanmily religion when he shrugs off the apron strings,
it can be done in most cases without any perceptible psychic trauma. But in Cathol~
jecism the religion is not a matter of choice; it is as much a patter of heredity as
the paronte! nationality. 4 child born in a Cetholic horme and reored there has no
zore chence of shrugging off his religion than a negro has of shrugzing off his skin.
7hether this compulsion is in itself "good" or bad" I have not yet fully rmade up oy
mind, but it does make for a strongly-felt faith and therefore is 'z00d! for the indi-
vidual from a pragmatic standpoint.

LEE HOFFMANzines. 119 pages of materiel, not counting the tlank sides of covers,
should certainly evoke some remarks but the material for which Leeh particulorly asked
comrent does not spark anything from rme. Probatly tecause 1 rather felt as though I
mere reading an assignment of hormework ~-(2nd the subject matter was sufficiently
biogranhical to lend verity to the feeling, since it was full of names and dates like
an outside-reading reference )-— so that I was continually assailed with the impulse

to pull out a pencil and start making notes. 1 foregot I was supnosed to be enjoy—
ing myself. It's beautifully mineogravched, of course, tut then LeeR alwavs does good
mork, even when she isn't narticularly trying. And when she does try...it's marvelous.

TARGET FAPa, Richard Eney. Richard, your arguments arelconing wilder and wilder...
ag thoush 7vou feel cornered and are lashing out tlindly at random. Fow conelY Is is
so terrible to find that you and I held identical attitudes regnrding certain things?
Must you stoop to actual dishonesty -~ such as attrituting fuarheaded gquotations to

~e when you know very well that I never said any such thing (if I nod, you would have
bteen quick to give the reference as well as the quote) ~- rather than admit I could
be right? Strance that you are corpletely unable to recognize that you and I hold
jdentical attitudes towsrd incorrigitle criminals. I wouldn't be surprised if we hold
similar ideas toward religion, too, if you could face what vou actually helieve, So
far, this nuch difference is apparent: ' I have an open rnind on the subject —: you have
a closed one. I assume that where so meny people have reported evidence in favor nf
the religion they practice, that such evidence should be considered. You, on the oth-
er hand, assune that since it is apparently contradictory, it should te rejected. I
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investigate the possibility that all forms of worship might have an equally valid ba-
sis -~ vou assume that no form of worship ¢an be valid btecause it contradicts sore
other form, a sort of '211 or nothing at all' in reverse. But what naskes you so gure?
Speaking of God, you say, "Now there can hardly te reasonatle doubt that no such ind-
ividual exists.!" Why cen't there?! The doubt whether or not such an individual exists .
is the primary basis of all conversion to religion. If the doubt is resolved in favor
of telief in the existence of God, the doubter accepts the line of reasoningz which
dissolved it: if the doubt is resolved ageinst the existence of God, the doubter
usually proclains himself to be an "athiest". But the entire category of "agnostic!
(which I understand you claim for yourself) is one of a state of just exactly thot —-
ie, a state of "reasonable doubt" as to whether or not such an individuel right exist.
In fact, your further statement, ",.as simnle as the situation is, I can't understand
why people have been arguing about it all these centuries" shows that you haven't the
slightest idea of what it is they have been discussing., Your attitude is that of a
kid who, having successfully added 2 and 4 and got an answer of 6, now snecrs at his
brother for struggling over an agsignment of algebtra...,.

BURBLINGS, Chorles Burbtee. I'm glad to see this -- all thot OEship kind of cut down
on the fabulous fannish contributions for a while and it's nice to have then back
again. Only hope that this doesn't start o wave of animal hustondry in fandon, 3Bur-
bee discussing goldfish, and the Britifen eoing in for buderigars, we may find our—
selves abandoning hi~fi end stock cars for exotic household livestock.....dogs, cats,
horses have already paved the way.

LE MOINDRE, Boyd Reeburn. "Snow nccurs in australia,..in Winter, snrme as an~ other
place, or so I an informed." This could be the fugrheadsed remark of the year, Fomrd,
if you are actually saying what it appears you are saving. Since Bney's crigsinel re-
marks had to do with the French syster of nuntering the months of the year accordings
to the tyoe of weather encountered in France at that tize (the nost-revolutionsry era)
vour above staterent would indicste you think that Australia has snow at the sare ti—e
France does....Do you actunlly btelieve that "Winter" occurs at the sare tire on all
varts of the planet?

ISOMER, Peter Grahar, Well, heaven only knovs what Pete's status is bty this tire,
with some officisls saying he's out and others that he's in... but I'11 add ny two
conts worth and say that I think it is unfair to toss Peter out after having allowed
him to remain and nake up his activity. If he'd been dropmed for inactivity at the
time he became delinquent, that would have been one thing: but to take hin back in
and let hir do a good job of indicatine that possibly he might continue in active
status, well, I think it was a dogzone Airty trick! Toss ocut the deadwood =— surc!
But don't carry deadwood until it finally gprouts a healthy new ghoot and then lom
off the new growth!

GROTESQUETTE, Ed Martin., This single~sheeter disproves the nrotests n~ainst By §1&-
gestion that no motter what erergency arises to orevent particination on a fuller
scale in a FaPd Mailing, it should be nossible to dash off o letter of explanation
containing a sunnmary of that emergency. In Ed's case, I think he did a gwoll Jjob,
and I enjoyed o description of his appendectony. Probably the reason there nre so
nany jokes about "Let me tell you atout nmy operation..." is because people DO like to
tell and hear the gruesome details...

NOTED and W-AMiY, on the other hand, were that Ylithering type of One Shot which
cerved no good purpose and merely cluttered up the nailing. Ted Thite could just as
well have included them in his NULL F #2 if he wonted the nage credit.




NULL F #2, Ted White. "The current run of juvenile delinquency can be traced directly
to the world situatioen, to the fears and unrest, to the 'live for today—-wonlt te no
toriorrow! philosophy that has grown up. In other words, to eliminate the causes for
¢erime, you must create a practical utopis, and condition the total population of the
world to accept it," (Underlining mine). I do not think it is the world situation
which causes the fears and unrest so much as the tvpe of philosophy you nention.
There has always been fear and unrest in the world, and the individuals have alwars
been faced with the necessity of making a personal adjustment to it. I think the
trouble lies in the fact that a whole generation of parents has forgotton to condi-
tion their children to accept the world &g it ig, relying on thenself rather than on
the environmont. A satisfactory personal adjustment to a social systen -- no ratter
how unsatisfactory the sociel system may be — is most usually echieved by a full
integration into the structure of whatever religion haonens to te current at the tipe,
If this type of conditioning is lacking, the individuel has nothing with which to
orient his own desires in 2 world of frustration, feare and unrest, Congequently, he
tends to develop attitudes of despeir and antisociel behavior. Frustration is basic
to group living: from the first time & baby ie spanked for moesing his pents to thq
day he dies in the electric chair for messing up his neighbor beyond repair, his life
ia one geries of adjustments to group iving, which adjustments are nothing but plan-
ned and ngceggary frustrationa. Without some way of adjusting to frustration, humans
could never have achieved social orders and group living. The answer, of course, 1ise
lgublination! and very early in humen progress the various techniques for effecting
the most teneficial adjustnments to the frustrations & group 1ife were evolved. Since
in the earliest econonies all government was religious, these techniques were identi-
fied with religion —-- and were modified along with the gsocial econony they served.
Then any eroup neglects religious instruction of the young, the society doteriorates.
That is what has happened to produce our wave of "Juvenile Delinquency'. It is only
when religion is missing from the social life of a people that one can see how irpor—
tant it reelly is in the compumity, and this n"Back to Religion" rmovement the world is
now undergoing ~—- vis the Billy Grahars, Bishop Sheens and Oral Roberts of the world -=
is & very necessary thing. Even Russia has hed to recommize that a nation cannot ex-
ist without socizlly-integrated citizens, and the technique of social integration is
religion. (Heve you read sbout the shrines to Lenin get up in the major cities?)

FELEN'S FANTASIA, Helen Wesson. Seems a shame, since Melen writes 8o interestingly,
that she does so little of it for FAPA, If it is the difficulty of nimeographing the
materiel and shipping it over that is holding her back, the only thing I can say is
that I, personally, would rather have nimeographed 12 pages of her fascinating coo-
ments than the 12 pages of Wetzel crud....(By the way, rmy hame ien't Fitzeerald, but
I read that page anyway. Who wag Harris. Sonebody we should have known about from
our Historybooks?)

GRUB, DAGre~nell. What's this Chuck Derry which is suddenly oceupying the limelicht?
Spaceport Sketchesg by arthur M. Thompson were dolightful, Nothing to zripe about in
thish, 8o I guess I'll just heve to sit in the corner and try to te "naturally con—
temptuous" of it, as Ted White sugrests.....

KER, Jack Spear. "In the oldstyle comment addressed to GVC, aren't you overlooking
the probability that her vulgarity is a result of common upbringing, and is as unatoid-
able for her as grarmaticel errors in a backwoodsman?" At first glance, that looks
like & typical snide remark tossed into the meiling for the sole purpose of drawing
btlood (snd for all I know, that may have been Jack's idea — after all, I've cortain-
1y taken enough digs at Jack that it shouldn't be at 211 surprising if he tries %o

dig back) but however intended, it called to oy attention gomething that I had not
varticularly paid any mind to before.... It is true, I do have a "comnon uptringing®
whothor the word is used in the sense of "ordinary" or in the sense of "lacking in



refinecent. I was reared in a gmall corrmunity, attended the public school with all
the rest of the children in that comrunity, went to the same little church (the only\
one in town) and mr social behavior was tvpical of & small country town. Since I {
came from a middle-class farmily which was completely plebian, it is not at all sur~
prising that the result would be completely nlebian -~ there were no private schools
to mold "refinement!", nor elegant drawing rooms to provide the social graces., TIut it
is with & gensation of startled anazement that one stops to think of such a thing,
because human beinge seldom question the nanners and attitudes of their own immediate
environment. Although we realize there are other environmental strata -—- even in
this country of supposed social "equality" — still it seldon occurs to us that the
particular social strata in which we were reared could be considered less than any
other. However, now that Jack mentions it, it would be very interesting to know what
kind of upbringing Jack had, that would make my attitudes seerm vulgar to him —- and
what kind of upbringing is responsible for those FaPAns who find ny attitudes almost
unbearddly prudish? What factors of social background could take the sanme renarks
and interpret then as btoth vulgarity end prudishness? 4 case of "Fopi eoit qui mol ¥y
pense "

MOON CALF & WENDIGO, Georeina Ellis. "You're apparently advocating sex for procrea-
tion only, not recreation" -~ no, Georgina, it's the other way around: I'm advocat-
ings that the procreative function of sex be recognized, rather than using it for
recreation onlye.. God only knows where this silly idea came fron that & recognition
of the procreative funetion of sex necessarily precludes any enjoynent from the sex
act. Quite the contrary. The fullest and most complete sexual pleasure is possible
only when there is a full and complete acceptance of all the implications of the sex
act, Fear of possible pregnancy is probably the greatest cause of frigidity and ime
potence, and probsbly %the worst paradox of all the niserable paradoxes humanity has
gotten itself into witn regard to sex. My contention is, and always has been, that
hurmen beings should net confuse 2 cheap and shoddy eroticism with the permanent and
lasting satisfactions of merriage. There is no happiness nor fulfillment in life
quite so deeply satisfying as a strong and secure love besween a nan and a woman when
there is no artificial barrier or frustration to prevent the fullest cxpression of it.
Probatly the worst ana most frustrating of all such artificial barriers is the fool-
ish notion that eroticism is an end in itself, and that love between the sexes is a
form of recreation. It is the latter line of reasoning which gives rise to hunan
maled justments and sex perversions: eroticism pursued as end in itself is the basis
of 211 ugly and disgusting perversions which have plagued huran relationships. (Sorry,
had a half page of corments on Theodore Sturgeon's writine, btut cuess I'd better ston.)

CONTOUR, Bob Pavlat. Frnm..more of this Chuck Derry. Plus mentiont of John Jerry &
Arthur M. Thorpsone. Looks as though Derry, Berry, & Thormson are overseas RNFs teine
eased into US fandom via FAPA....or am I wrong? ell, I éuppose nac¢s have to start
somewhere, but it is somewhat surprising to find ther starting in at the top!

REVOLTIN' DZIVELOPMENT, Martin 4lger. Thanks, pal. I was getting sooo tired of those
Reminston Roller Blocks... The kidnapving escapade sounded hirhly excitine, esnecinle
1y Fhe part about "drifting off into a terrified slurdber..." Nice trick if vouycan
do it.... Enjoyed the interview with Foy Ping Pong and congratulations on y%ur sale
?hat do you hear from Fel and Nancy Shapiro, don't they livéanearby? How afout ah :
interview with them...I kind of miss Fal fron FaPa. '

Dave Rike
BHANG #3./ These continual references to 'Carr this? apd 'Carr that'without the desig-
natory prefixes of JoCarr, TCarr or GMCarr have a decidely schizophrenic effect on ﬁe..

WRAITH, Wrai 3allard. Yes, I know -- but
: * you rmust remercter the sut ject nat
interesting to begin with. their Ject matter was




DRIFTWOOD, Sally Dunn. This is another example of the need for some way of pruning
out the useless suckers before they bleed the organization for a year and then put
out nothing but a feeble leaf or two... Maybe a preiAPA or FAPAP are not tho answer,
but it certainly would have improved this contributor to have gimmered for a year
or two as an active ampubber before letting her into FAPA to teke up room and do
nothing,

NULL F #3, Tod White. Oh, boy! What a BEAUTIFUL cover! Must be that yellow ink
which gives the explosive effect. Really, the whole mag is a beautiful job of arpub=
bing, but it Dust have worn you out in the process...what happened to you, boy? &hot
nakes you so grouchy lately? TYou've been snapping around like an anery turt%e ~- and
not only to me. Sure, I know there is some quality in my writing which at first at-
tracts then lat«r repells the steady reader -~ I view the phenomenon with the detached
incorprehension which I suppose an apple tree might feel at seeing tho sarme person
who yesterday so eagerly gobbled the early apple crop, today wew it with pained dis~
tagte.... If my ideas come faster than you can digest 'em, I don't see what I cen do
about it. Maybe you cught to cook 'em a little longer before you try to nmakc some-~
thing out of them....re H.L. Gold: Who was it that said gyomen are the ones who like
to gossip?

SAMBO, Sam Martinez, Re a nogro in FAPA...why not? I should think it would be an
excellent idea, A negro sufficiently literate to te eligible for FAP4 ousht to te
able to introduce an entirely new viewpoint and add consideratle interest to our
FAPish bull sessions. Re Traffic: Only 2n idealistic fool would deny that punitive
measures are nore effective in dealing with the public than mere 'education' as far
as enforcing arbitrary behavior patterns is concerned, and I, whose opinion of the
general putlic is not too high at best with regard to the genersl level of understand-
ing on the part of John Q. Pubtlic, would never argue that point. Rut what I advocate
is honest thinking on the problem of traffic., Instead of this endless round of traf-
fic laws to curd traffic offenders and traffic cops to catch traffic offenders and
traffic fines to punish traffic offenders, why not get rid of the traffic offeonders?
Fines are merely punishrent for something already dome. I say, prevent the offense,
instead of merely charge for it! Instead of renoving noney frown. the offenderis pock-
et, remove the offender from the traffic; take away the driver's lieense and irpound
any car he drives without one, When the right to drive depends on careful driving,
accidents from careless driving will suddenly become nil. This stupid ~uff about

not depriving @ man of his Driver's license if his 'livelihood depends on it! is the
craziest thing I ever heard! If a2 man is an unsafe driver he certainly shouldn't

te driving for a livelihood! A4 rman who drives as part of his profession should, of
all persons, be the rost cautious -~ since he drives so ruch more of the time. Re
"Freedon of the Press:" It would seer, Sem, that you are willing to condone any type
of harn to this nation rmerely to defend a cliche -~ tecnuse 'Freedon of the Press!

is Just as puch a cliche as 'Bresking the Law! is. If the Pfess (actunlly, the
orinting industry) does not value it's theoretical 'Freedom! (actually, peraission

to publigh without Government control) suffiently to refrain froc abusing the putlie
confidence, isn't that abuse itself a violation of this "Freedor of tho Press"? The
publishing industry has no inherent risht to be irresponsitle: If the law can pro-
hibit malicious slander (which it doos) why should it not nrohitit other material
vhich is hornful? That particular class of 'Comics' which brought up this censorsiip
furor 7AS proved to be hernful -~ so why should it be condoned because of a slogan?
Ted White screarms, "There is no one qualified to dictate the reading matter of othersit
which is as juvenile a reaction as any because teachers and educators are expected to 4
do just that. They not only 'dictate! what children should read, but what they should
learn and how they ghould leern it — and if they are qualified to say what children
SEOULD read, they are slso quelified to say what they should NOT read, Furthermore,
this FaPish refusal to recognize that some veople are smarter than others and have a
branch of knowledze which others nay not heppen to have, is merely childishness.,
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Why not admit thet there are people qualified to say what children should not read -
and quite poseibly what sone adults would be better off not to read., Why this intras
sigeant insistence on the right to wallow in words? FAPAns do not insist that all
Health Inspectors be taken off the city payroll, in order that restaurants may serve
any kind of slop they went; or that Pood Inspectitn be discontinued in order thet
dishonest dealers can make & few bucks selling rotten meat and contaminated grocerics.
Why then insist on the imegrity of e group of publishers that have already proved
they would steal the gendy-money out of & little kid's fist if they have to regsort %o
salaciousness in order to do 1t? The whole thing boils down, Sam, whether you want
to 2dmit it or not, to the immature reaction of a few selfish individuals who would
rather destroy the youth of the nation than permit any curb on their own desires.

TERRY CARR(Diaspar) OK - have it rour own way. 1f it mokes you happy to think of
GMC as a nasty old Jew-taiting, nigger-hating, race-prejudiced meanie -- Z0 aliead
and think so. I have expressed myself in this regard and if you don't think I know
my own mind —- go ahead and analyze it for me. of course, that won't chango my
attitude any, but it will make you foel intellectual as hell....

ELMURMURINGS, Flmer Purdue. Well, looks as thoush our yapping hes done some 2004 ~=
Flrer didn't weit until the deadline this tipe, but has contributed the equivalent
of three pages of solid typing with elite type. (Just for the ducks of it, I copied
those nine pazes of double spacing just to see how rmuch material it really was wi th-
out padding...) I enjoyed the little skit about Esperanto and hope that Elmer guts
into the habit of typing up an occasional memoir and sending it in without the ure-
ing of a Damoclean Deadline.

PENINK, Racy Higgs —- Oh, God! Racy -- when I think of all those eager artists wait-
ing in vain for the TNFF that never cane, and wondering what happened to the covers
they had so carefully stencilled for it.... no wonder NFFF has such & bad nape in
fandom! 1 don't know how you've got the guts to run a stencil after hiding them
that many years. PBut then I guess it ties in with your policy of "Setter l1ate than
neverd —— even if it is 7 years late! Sgill, jt'g a beautiful job of publishing,

FANALYSIS, Roy Scheffer, Well, Ray, no matter what you say, it is the fepale rat that
will cross the electric wire to get to the male, and not the other way: aroundes ..

Re the Bill of Rights: Hah, that's a laush. The only way 'all men are born equal'
js that they are all born as bables, and not some fully adult. I don't believe all of
lem are born equal because the fact is that they are not. Some babies are strong,
some are feeble, some have hereditary or congenital defects, and some night as well
have, considering the environment they are born into. Rut whon you attompt to trane-
1ate 8 bit of high-flown poesy into the cold facts, you are bound to run into aiffi=-
culty. Our poetic forefathers (not nine, unfortunately — since at that tize ny
iforefathers! (a1l 16 of them)were, as far as I kmow, busily occupied somewhero on the
Scandinavian poninsula) were uttering an act of faith rather than stating a pragnatic
fact. The act of faith I will subscribe to -- but I az not so naive as to expect

to apply it in real life.

RU 8798 R. Bd Cox. "Fow long did it take to Just put that "binding" on GEMZINE?T"
Oh, & couple of seco nds more or less — it doesn't take long to snip off a length

of gummed tape, run it over & sponge and slap it on the %dack, pressing it into place
as I pile the completed 'gine with the others. And it certainly does help keep the
pages from tearing loose from the staples — besides, I think it looks kind of neat,
don't you?

7ell, FaPs, I guess that's sbtout all for this time. 1 1eft out about 5 pages of
roush draft and condensed these reviews to the bone (you should have seen ter: before
I started cuttingl) in order to cut down the total wordage. G6Z will run over 40 pp
thich as is, and Itve left out a bit of fiction, 2 nore pages of poetry and Ghu only
knows how much Daitbox... So long, be seeing you in the Mailing!




A v
eprinted Poems by G, i.. CARR under the vseudonvm of

KINDZRGARTEL UBSTIOS
ON INTSRSTILLAR NaVIGATIOQN

Fow far aw~- nve the planets?
How man light venrs epart?
Safely to 1a-? in one'e old age,
4t what outhful =2ge must one start?

Gelaxies, = nre ther exsanding?
Can we pasr outside our own?

How manr st~»s in 2 cluster?
How ma~ - orbit be shown?

Distnce ~ (too grent now to measure
Less tho in lifetimes of yesrs) -
#ill it be conquered for nlessurs
Or to prove an more than fearaf?

¥hen 211 these questions sre answered
Woml? it nqt be rnther odd

If they proved our great Solar Svstenm
Is onlr o Lolecule of God!

(SIVISTERRA, Surmer 1950)

FOG ! aIDiN

The Morniug rirt lies in the curve of the ieafow
Ag lovers entwine in o sleeping erbrace
and with stubborn insintence she clings to hnis bosom
Till the heat of the doy drives her forth frow her place
Then each nigit she creeps back, soft and cool, to her
love

Fills the armm of the lMendow and kisses his fice,

( SINISTERRa, autunn 1950)

UTQrlal CRRIST: S

Senta's sleich would jingle
Then his vockets held hard easgh,

But now therec's ot & tinkle, &15‘
Labor Credits make no clash! B
Children shouldn't liaten a
For the sound of Santa's Chariot, e
For hels the last lome Capitalist, /{=24)
In » world=thet's Froletarist!
(SINISTERRA, 7inter 1950) L j}
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