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If the above heading looke .y o \%fl
like it's kind of segging in the middle, it's = A |
becauss that's the way I feel Just about now... I 2 3%
But I finally made it and this is the nineteenth » bt ¥
issue of my fourth fanzine title, namely, GEMZINE 4/19, Y. L ;ﬂ
and it has the honor of wearing a cever by Richard M y :?F
Bergeron -~ my firat attempt at a Stenofax cover. At 2 " %
this time, April 25, 1958, I have hopes that my next GZ P i
may be an all-Bergeren issue. Richard mentioned he would Ak 3
1k an opportunity to develop a theme and I (matchi) sm only  f) " o
too happy te offer my GZ as the vehicle. The interior illee on *;-:n_“J_ﬁ' f
this issue are by Joe Sandors (R.R. #1, Roachdaleo, Ind,) who would 2 g
doubtless enjoy a word of comment from interested beholdors. They fﬁ /j
were worked directly on stencil ang spliced into place by GMC, Joe Y SALY

is one of the fans I met at Midwescon lagt summer; & very pleasant-

spokon, rathor unassuming but not shy or backward, sort of lad (prebably hy

really rates being called a young man, but anything under thirty rates as a '1ag' to
old Grandma Carr.) Which is all in the way ef saying that it is well worth while tak-
ing the time and troudle te attend a Convention -~ you never know what'll come eof it,

i SOUTH GATE IN '58 RON BENNETT FOR TAFP !
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One reason for my last minute rush on GZ is that I've been typing Income Tax
Roturns for an accountant up the strect .at $1 rer to fatten the kitty for my Conven-
tion expenses. The only trouble with the Job was that now I'm ge exhausted that I
don't know if I ever will recever sufficiently to make the trip! I t-ped se many fig-
ures that now I den't oven have to look at the top row of my machine... (I'm just
bragging, of course, but it did help a little.)

Re POLITICAL PROZINES: At last I have discovered a magazine in whose pelitical atmos-
phere I can breathe froely and with the same gusty delight that one gulps in the invig-
orating tang of fregh sea breezes, or the pine-scented ozono of a mountaints air,

It is go far +a thg Right, politically, that it sounds wildly radical ~- making even
the SATEVEPOST sound like a dull echo of tho "liboral" press. No doubt the NATIONAL
REVIEW would give Walt Willis, ot al, the same intellectual nausea that THE REPORTER
gave me, but I find it heady reading. It's wonderful to find the ideas I've been Erop-
ing for in my own mind, given word in print and saying (far vetter than I ceuld) those
very things that I thought I was alone in thinking! It reassures mo no ond to discover
that when you FAPAng call me a fugghead because my ideas are so far off the beaten
track -- it isn't because I'nm a fugsghead at all. It's becauso w7 idcas ars off the
sameo old beaten track: so vory far off that you guys Just simply are not able $o got
out of your dreary rut of so-called 'liberal thinking! far enough to understand the
full implications of what it is that I am trring to sayl Like Hitchcook, for ins tance,
so full of the 0ld cliche about the Russian Peasants being the "slaves of the rulers®
that he was unable to realize that in Russia today there IS a form of slavery being
practiced which has nothing at all to do with Czarist Russial (See EZE) -- Or Richard
Geis being so deeply ombeddod in tho treadmill of 'liberal' ideas of "broadmindedness!
that ho ien't able to recognize the difference between personal idealism and politiocal
oxpediency. But most of all, I find it extromely heartening to diacover that there ia
an intellectual rennaissance among the Far-Right Concervatives; that we are not so far
isolated from one another that wo have to sit back and see the pelitical abuses of the
eneroaching Socialism without lifting a hand againgt it. It's a gonuine pleasure to

20 to pick up a well-written, wol l~grounded publication wherein I can find the stimu~
tating discussions and brisk thinking that I used to find in FAPA, Now (agide from my
ovn vociferations) all I seem to be able to find is the same old line of weary prope-
sanda the 'liberal' press has been Plugging for the past 20 yoars. Wake up, boyas! Or
7ou'll be left behind among the rest of the fugghoads.

JJ.

st



Ro: Teacups ve Roarschalk Tesgts. In one of the 'zimnws in this mailing (I've forgotten
just which it was and haven't the timo to look it up) mention was made of one difficul
tw with the Ink Blot Tests ~- as thoy put it, "No allowance for cultural difforences'.
Ivery once in a while I enjoy reading the tealeaves... Not that I am a fortunoteller,
or that I even believe what I see. But I do enjoy it nevertheless. I cannot predict
the future -- my gift is limited solely to geeine what is in the cup -~ I can't inter-
prot what it 'meens' if anything, For instance, ono morning I found a very interest-
ing, even you might call it a beautiful, cup. The first thing I saw was the figure of
a Saint with The Child on his arm, There are 3 conventional ropresentations of male
saints with the Baba: St. Joseph, St. Anthony, and St. Christopher. This was probably
the latter, from the forward-leaning position -~ the patren saint of travellers. It
was & clearly distinet figure, complete oven to the double halo around the two heada.
Far in tho background, over the right shouldor, was a distsnt airplane. Undor the
figure, forming a column in the path left by fallen tears, wore anghls holding up &
figure wrapped in swaddling clothes like the Blessed Bambino in a Della Robia plague
but wearing shoes. I was reminded of the Bidlical vorse "He shall give his angels
chargoe over thoe, and they sshll bear thee up lost thou shouldst dash thy foot against
a stone.." Then, in tho bottom, I saw a mountain chain. It's snow-covered peake and
gshadowed valleys formed the conventional profile and buast of the Sleeping Beauty.

When I turned the cup, it brought inte focus a close~up of the face. She was remark-
ably swoet and boautiful, with a gentle goodnoss and keen intelligence. The shape of
the head and the outline of the hairdo indicated an unusually large brainpan, Just
ingide this hoad, was another female outline just the opposite: a curlr-headed, imp-
ish pickaninny-head, with glinting humor in every curve. 4 completel;” amoral but good~
natured personality, with no standards of behavior other than whatever amused that bub-
bling sense of humor.. A t-pical Topsy-and-Eva dichotomy.

I suspect that the same elements which make for Teacup reading are used in the
Ink Blot Tests. But in the one case, the images seen in the cup are supposed to refer
to the spectator rather than the reader, and in the Rorschalk tests it is tho othor
way around. I have boon wondering what would happen if a Teacup Clairvoyant were to
road Rorschalk Inkblot tests... TFor instance, suppose the "Fortune~Teller!" were to
gaze into an inkblot test card which the person prosented after tho usual rigamarole
of turning it around three times and wishing on it. Would the Clairvoyant see only
the same things in tho inkblot for each person, or would the blot act like the tealeaves
as a focal point for ESP? Would the cards test only tho mind of the reader (in which
case the imagery would presumably romain tho samo for each porson) or would the same
card prosent differont images fer each porson whose "fortune" was being "told"? It's
an interesting point -=- anybody have any information on the subject? Nangee?! Eney!?

Re: TAFF and the Willis Apglozy: The so-called 'feud' is still raging merrily in the
loetter column and mailing comments, bBut by now it is evident that Willis's main fault
lay in his willingrnoes to beliove the whigpered smears and scandal-mongoring that was
going on via tapos and private letters. Perhaps i1t was expecting too much of the man
to think he could suspend his adverse judgement in the face of his personal disappoint-
mont that hisg favored candidate did not win, espocially in the face of the kind of
back-fence gossiping that some of our fans were indulging in... somo of our most re-
spected FAPAng, tool For shame! We could expect this kind of malicious back-biting
from small-town back-fence exports, but when we find out that supposedly fair-minded
and honorable fans have been hinting at unethieal practices that did not exist, and
smoaring by this cowardly caution theo innocent bystanders in a fair contest, it is not
very pleasant to teke. I still hold Walt culpable for his lack of faith in the people
here in the US — people he had met even if the rest of the Britifen hadn't == but I
algso point the fingor of shame at thoso US fane who wore responsible for this tangle

of liee and malicious half-truths, I won't mention your names -- yot. But if the

shoo fits, put it on! And theo next time you start spreading malicious rumors, you had
better name the right names and give all the dotailsl This cowardly hinting and hush~
hush whispering ie far worase than blurting out tho wholo truth and NOTHING BUT TEE TRUM!
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i o ¥ A ' 4ng comments are go-
N, \ N ing to have to be short and
\;w snappy -~ sherter than I'd like
N and, perforce, less snappy ~- ue to
\\‘ \ lack of time... The calendar snuck up
AN ) on me whon I waen't looking, I guess, conse-
'\ 224 guently I've got only tenm days te write, stencil
s and run off (plus assembling) the mag if I hope to got
& 1t in the mail in time to reach Eney fer the deedline, For-

tunately, I did scribble somo netes when I read the malling,
86 I guess I can hagtily copy thom down end hope for the best, No
time for long, elaborate replies, however., Which will probadbly be a
rolief to somo of you...if rvou're not mentioned at all, sorry -- no more timel

HANGEL ~ Nan Gerding. Wolcomo to FAPA, Nan, I'm glad te see you finally made it. Dunno
if it was the 'nowmoanya' or what, dut I enjeyed your commonts immengely. Even found a
couple of things I wanted to comment about -- so urgently, in fact, that I hastened forth-
with to find a pemcil and meke marginal notes lest I forget. {and a doggone good thing
t00, lot mo add, or I'd probably never gotton around to doing them!) 6€ne reason I take
the extra timo and trouble to paste & strip of paper tape down the spino of GZ is that
1t thue qualifios for "Book Rato" and no matter how much quibdbling and fingernall chow-
ing the Postal Clorks may wish to do, I can politely murmur "Book Rate! and they have to
acoept 1t because the rogelations classify anything over 20 pages with bound edges as &
"book!, You'd be surprised how much argument it saves. Another cemmentworthy thing is
rour mention of the difficulty of finding anyone who is willing to talk (or think) open-
17 about death., In spite of the fact that human boing thoeoretically know that everybody
nas to dio, it is exceodingly odd to see how roluctant pecple are to admit it to them-
golvea. When I was much younger, I once asked a proacher why he prayed so hard for a
sain-ridden incurable to be kept elive when said invalid was supposcvdly a good Chrigtian
candidate for Etornal Bliss and one would assume only too enxious to exchango the pain
of thig life for the glories of tho noxt... Naturally, when one asks a foolish question
one recoives a foolish answer -~ in this case gome gobbledygook which was no answer at
all =~ but the gquostion has atayed with me all these yeers and the only answer I'va beon
able to figure out for it i that neither the Preacher nor the Incuradble really believed
in tho Heaven they talked about. 4s for me, I regard doath as something to look forward
to as the anawer to & lot of puzzling questions. The worst that could possidly be would
50 nothing at all -- and in that case I'd never know it so I wouldn't be disappointed!
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WRAITH - Weai Ballard. I have sometimes wondered why it is that I have not been able
to become interested in the Disneyland presentations of Science and the nfutureland”.
The programs I have soon (particularly thoso on rockets) seemed to me to be well done
and to cover tho materisl in an inteoresting fashion and, for a1l that i could tell, in
an adequate - not to say a very competent - manner, But in spite of the fact that 1t
covercd material with which I should preswmbly (as 8 stf onthusiast) be concerned, I
found it rather namby-pamby. Ferhaps the presentation was just a little too gimple -~
being aimed at audiences more the mental age of my grandchildren (who seen to be fae~
cinatod by the programs). But even at Ahat, Disney present much less ingult to tho
intelligence than some of the go~called "Science" releases spparently aimed at the
highschool students. Two that I have seen: one an explanatien of weatbor phononena
called "Unchained Goddoss" or some such silly namo, and the othor "Homo the Magnificont'
oxplaining the circulatory system, woro utterly disgusting in thelr baby-talk attitude.
Whoever was responsible for these releascs mst have a very peculiar notion indecd of
the teen-age mentality! 3By the way, has anyone else noticed that Truman Bradloy is
back with anothoer series for "Sclence Fiction Theatre"? This group of storiocs scens
to bo a littlo better (since sputnik) than the eariior serios{..hmm, wonder what's the
plural of tgeriog'..serioncs? Serii? guees I'd better take timo to leok it UPaos) o
uh,. sories, dut still nothing worth nissing anything olee for, in my opinion, However,
it is the best attempt to transfer sf to a visual medium of any that I have seen 80
far, At least, the producer does attempt to convey the 'sense of wonder!' and a scnse
of the extrapolated possibilitiocs of prosent-day lmowlodge in 1ittle mown areas of
scignco.

HORTZONS - Harry Warner. Oh, it wasn't anything so dragtic as rape that I had in nind,
just tho semi-serious scufflings of courtship; thoso skirmishes vhereby the young mele
tests the firmmoss of the fomale's "No" and thereby provides hor with a blameloss
exouse for ylelding to her om inclinations by apparently succumbing to his superior
strength.., Jemes Branch Caboll has done the moat dolightful Alssection of this form
of courting mores of any auther I've yut run across. ¥ish I could recall the titles —-
soveral of his essays touched on the subjoct, but I think {ET ME LIE was the most out~
spoken. Judging by the distasto you oxhibit toward my prying into your levelife, Har-
ry, 1 suspect you've missed out on an awful lot of fun and are more afraid that I will
discover how little experience youtve had along that line, than that I will find out
how much..., But why worry sbout ittt If you've lived your 1ife according to the way
that seoms right to you, why should you be afraid that someone else f£inds out about it?

BOBOLINGS =~ Paviat. Well, now we're getting somewhorel TYoa, I agree with you that

it is foolish to discuss changes to the TAPA Congtitution in the terms of goneralitieas.
By all means, let us refer to specific instances rathor than diemiss all change as 'dad’
or applaud it as 'good', I will accopt your rebuke (Jjust to throw Ted W. off his stride
pince he insists I never do...) about not being so gtubborn in clinging to the progent
Constitution, However, I still do not approve nany of the specific changes pro-
posed, Unfortunately, I mitod too late before starting this to g0 into all the things
item by item, so will content myeelf by Jjust a couple: 1 see no reason for clutter-
ing up tho FAPA Constitulion with all the gobbledygook of thise gomi~legal language.

In its previous form it wag easy %0 road and understand, in this proposed fornm it is

an almost unintelligible jumble -~ Aifficult to read and difficult to uwdorstand what
you are reading. There's no point in making a eimple apa constitution asg involved and
tochnical as an Income Tax Roturnl Also, I sec no reason for bringing up temporary
administrative problems like what to do with husband-and-wife memberships, or what to
do with the Waiting List, and embalming then pormanently in the Conatitution. Once
they have been included in the Constitution, it will bo almost impossible to get rid

of husband-and-wife memberships in casec it ghould be desirable to do so, and I can even
forsee the possibility that in another Decade it night be impossidble for an unnarried
person to join FAPA bBecause thes cannot produce & spouso! Furthermnore, all this olab-
oration on the nature of the Mailings and what should be included is completely unnec=
copsary =- it is just a lot of vorbose padding which adds nothing of value and could
conceivably restrict future mailings by omitting from its carefully detailed provisions
somo a8 yet unknown duplication media. In short, I think the proposals are just sillys



TARGET FAPA - Richard Eney. In &ommenting on PHLOTSAM Eney says, "The problen of
busses for parochial schools isn't a matter of 'being fair!, but of being neutral.

In the United States tax money Just isn't used to support religious sects. Think
about the opposite case for a moment, and consider how the RCe would screanm blood
fire and murder if the government started to use their taxes to subsidize Methodist
church schools." Traneporting children from their homes te their schools can scarcely
bo censidored "te support religlous sects', Richard, No matter how hard vou squeeze
it, you just simply can't make out that carrying kids fron their homes to their place
of education is & religious function. Since children of Methodists and Baptiste and
what-have~you ride on busses providod by the State, why shouldn't the children of
Catholics! Particularly since the Catholic parents are paying for the upkeep of the
busses?! If this service (which is provided out of the common tax fund) is not to be
given to all children equally, then it ghould not be given to any children, Diserip-
inating against Catholic children in a matter of trangportation is unfair ~- partie-
ularly since they do not get any other return for the money which is taken from their
parents'! pockets and placed arbitrarily in the school budget, whether the children use
the school gystems or not. '

LOOKING BACKWARD - Bill Evans. '..another exanple of how you (break
affinity) ie on page 5, in the discussion of 45 speeds. Everything
vou say is true, but it gives the impression that you feel that the
«whole record industry is out of step...the tone of the article makes
; ne think there is a large Douglas fir toothpick on the GMC shoulder.
It rankles," Good observation...but I don't know what I can do about
it. In tho above instance there was definitely an irritation present
, and although the irritation was directed at the record industry for
the inconvenience it caused me, porsonally, I can see that this feel~
ing of emotional uneasinoss would be picked up by the reader oven tho
the latter was an innocent brstandor... But, as I say, in a mattor
’ of this kind I don't know how te avoid it. Actually, I suppose I
could start buying 458 because the record players I now have will

} utilize them. But, as I said elsewhere, 1t is the oternal nuisance
3 of switching back and forth; of changing knobs and pressing buttons:
of taking time to catch all the 1ittle detaile necessary in changing
/’ from a 10" 78 to a 12" LP to a 7" 45, for instance, if I haspen to
vant to play certain selections in that sequence, that annoys me, It

annoys me so mch, in fact, that I would rather do without the mmsic
/ than bother with the manual attentions required, And the frustration
' ’ ie directed at the record industry for making euch a variety of sizes
and speeds, The fact that the record industry makes & profit or not
(as thé cage may be) is, to me, definitely a side issus... But the
blazing fire of ny wrath (even at a distance via paper) evidently
nakes strong men blench and FAPAne tremble... (Wish i gia focted the
record industry that way!) ... and breaks an otherwii /E g‘ﬂng of
ninde. Do you suppose it would help if I wrote only about pleasant
‘topica? (Cr would all that "Sweetness and Light" have a nauseating
£ offect in the long run?) REMEMBRANCE OF THINGS PAST makes me wonder
if fan fiction in the early
i dayas really was so much bet-
ter than the current fan
fiction, or if it is the
halo surrounding it that
glves mich of ite lustre.
There is some pretty good
D atuff boing pubbed nowadays,
but the current tendency to
look down one's nose at "fanw-
crud" rather obscures its
merits. Nice job on ROTP.




LARK -~ Bill Danner. Good Hoavens! This will never do! I don't know if FAPA can stand
it (I know it won't bother Bill at all, because ho doesn't read GZ snywey sinco I de-
feated him in an invective-hurling contest) to see mo actually agrec with Bill about
sonothing,. even just one teenr, weeny little paragraph ..but at lLeast _n one of his
statoments I must admit I do concur, What he said mbout Jack Harness'! medical quali-
fications was 80 pithily stated that I wish I had said it myselfl

PAMPHREY - Walter A. Willis., Oh, come now, Walt! No noed to be quit® so noble about
it! One would think you were actually more concerned with clearing ny good nane than
in elearing vour own of the booboo which loft you vulnerable to the charge of careleoss-
nese! Besides, taking time off in the midet of an ear-chewing match to flourish a
gide-issue apology, gives you such a martyrish halo... You know vory well that I'm
nigsquoted in practically every mailing, and if anyeno wore concerned with koeping the
rocord straight for the sake of impartial honesty, the Mailings would be full of these
lapologios's., Why, in this mailing alone, we have Barry Warnor teking & pcke at me
for somothing John Champion said; Boyd Racburn disclaiming in anguish that he didn't,
oither, say what I reprinted from tho next-to-bottom 1ine on page 3 ef LE MOINDRE #8
(although I mentioned that it was & quotation at the time I lifted it) and seldon-seon
Sally Dunn, with vague diadain, imputing to me some unmentionable 'pre judice" (taking
care, howover, not to specify its nature nor where she thought she saw it) apparently
in connectien with negroes. Gosh, if I bothered to insiat that every time fans rush
into print to decry the things thoy THOUGHT I said, by demanding that theg publish slso
what I actuslly DID sey... the FAPA mailings would be even bigger than they are! O.,
I'11 accept your apelogy in the spirit in which it was intended, but that doesn't lot
you off the hook for the bigger apology you owe Madle and the rest in the matter of
vour unkind corments re TAFF!

OFF THE CUFF FOR GERTRUDE - Chuck Harris. Hoo boy! When you goof you really goof!

But that's what vou get for jumping at conclusiens without waiting for the facts...
This rash and unfounded epluttering is a good exarple of Just exactly the very attitude
that I castigated. You jumped at the very worst conclusions out of nothing but your
own lack of sportsmnship or good faith, without even attempting to discover the actual
facts involved, There nay be some excuse for you, Chuck, in being so surprised to dis-
gover that there are fans in the US who care 1ittle or nothing for ampubbing, and that
these fans comprise the groat me jority of con-attending fandom., Those of you who know
nothing of fandom excopt the tiny miorocosm of your ingular Britifandom couldn't be
oxpocted to know any better, But that doosrmot excuse Walt Willis' attitude in this
patter. He attended a US Con and he could see for himself that out of the one thousand
five hundred (1600) or mo attendees at the Chicago Worlid Convention, it would be hard
to £ind more than one hundred and fifty who were active amateur publishers. And yet
every one of thome 1500 attendeos wae entitled to be called "stf fan " by virtue of
having enough interest and enthusiasm in stf fan-
dom to spond the time, energy and nmoney to come to

oy e e ————

such a Convention. If Walt was eo blinded dy tho . SR
dazzle of the adulation accorded him that he &id \ it
not notice this disorepancy at the time, ho still \\,‘
had the convention membership rostor and could have \\' ()3
checked the propertion of ampubbers to non-pubbers N

-

himself, The fact was otoaripy ovidsni that over

hore in the US, ampubbers arec a very tiny ninority. , \‘/ E
What's more, the very first TAFF comittee tacitly Ll ;
rocognized this fact when thoy chose Don Ford as ‘\ \\
the Amerisan hoad of TAFF. Don Ford is not now and o {

(to my knowledge, at loast) nevor has beon associated i in
with fandonm primarily as an ampubber.. his contacte !
are almost exclusively with that great majority of /-""“'\-\’_/\“ “ {
that WAW calls 'fringe~fane'! -~ the fanclubs and \

. - ,./;"39 4
sonvention going fang. If theo purpose of TAFF was S _ ///,--\\( L ‘-\(,...L;_‘_;
%0 be linited to ampubbers only, why wasn‘t an am- | ( ikl e ) 8 "-**"‘\w-;{‘:'_::;
sibber put in charge to begin with? Why?t Because o) 1\.../":7 g

ampubbers couldn't raise enough dough by thomselveo



THE HAIRY BEAST ~ Ger Steward. The use of

pliofilm on stencils apparently made little
difference in your casse. On my machine it

mekes a most distressing difference in the

amount of ink that comes through the wider

cute -~ as you can see by this sentence,

LONCONFIDENTIAL - Chuck Harris. Sounds like
it must have been fun -~ gighl But what's
this? Only 268 fans at a WORLD SCIENCE
FICTION CONVENTION? Brother -~ you haven't
seen gnvthing yet! "..Apropos of nothing,
does any of the audience believe that TAFF
would have survived if Madle bad fallen sick
and left Hoffman to mske the trip and te admin-
ister the fund noxt year..! Why not? As you
mentioned, you hadn't heard anythdng ebout Madlo
prior to meoting him, and he turned out to be OK
80 how do you know that Stu Hoffman wouldn't also
have preved to be an interesting porsen to moot?
Ono odd thing I note about Conreps from Britifen:

Their astonishmont at discovering US fen to be ) é

"unassuming. .approachable, .warm..ordirary..polite.. Y,
friendly..." F'r Ghu's SAKE} What did you ct? /
A bunch of noisy slebe? (..DON'T ANSWER THAT!!! :

BANDWAGON ~ Dick Ryan. Tremendously good job of e L
describing Gettysburg. I had no idea we had mado e
such a national Thing of this histerical stuff, i -
s.No, I don't think I'm incensistent.. after all

it wasn't the principle of the thing, it was the moneyl Sure, I'm for excluding a
genuine undesirable if he really IS undesirable —~—~ but that's a let different from
kicking out mombers because you don't like theo things they happen to like and write
about -~ like Bibles or Groon Stampsl

REVOLTIN' DEVELOPMENT - Martin Alger. Turned this ono over to the Mr. for review...
He says, "He's dene a lot of rescarch on this...interesting, too."

ing
AMATEZUR'S JOURNAL - Chick Derry. Glad to soe you finally in FAPA. Reserv/ judgoment
on AJ until I seo your Mailing Comments -~ if I like 'em I'1ll overlcok theo difficulty
of reading pica mimeo with 16 wt. paper & black ink plus show-through on both sidos.

LAUNDRY #1 - He&she Shaw. Ah HA! Now thor're talking about Green Stamps! Anybody
want to petition to kick them out of FAPA for it?

GASP 13 - Ger Stoward. If 1'd said that about Harry Warner, somebody would be gure
to say I was Joalous of his influence in FAPA! However, now that you mention the
subject, I can't help but agrec that on more than one occasion ho has given mo reason
to doubt that he knows what tho Hell he's talking about....

PHANTASY PRESS ~ Dan McPhail. Ged, what a fantastic cover! Did you save any of tho®e
photographs without the letteoring?

THE DIRECTORY OF 1957 SF FANDOM, Ron Bennett. Thanks, Ron. I've used the previous
one constantly. Keep it right beside my desk for easy reference... Sce you in SOUTHGATE:

WILFRID MYERS CRUD -- Parts 1 & 2. (Ceaaah]l Well, I guess meybo I am inconsistent!

I poo poo Voltaire's famous stateoment about "I disagree with what you say but will
fight to tho doath for your right to say it..." and then turn around and fight tooth
and nail against having you kicked out of FAPA for giving us this kind of crud! I

must be nuts! Why couldn't you at least back me up by turning in something worthwhile !
Mailing comments, for instance? At loast they contain egoboo..,
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@ Jim Ceughran, % Am Embasey, APO 74, Fox K, San Francisco,
Calif. 22 January 1958
6
Deaxr GM,

This is a new -~ or rather, not new, but different
typer, and I'm not used to it, @e don't expect much in
the way of legibility, The surface freight finally came,
go we're in the process of returning things we'!ve bor-
rowed, like the typer we were using., I wish this'd been
smong the thinge missing....

Anyway, thanks for Gemgzine #17. The whole thing
ig ful11 of commentable items, meinly that I disagres
with your attitudes on several things, €0 I111 have
trouble holding myself down ...

You soen to be guite an advoocato of the status
quo, to the exclueion of anything different -~ you advo~
cate & voting system that could certainly be inproved
and & constitution less clear than the one which would
replace it. I know, in somo respects I'm not satisfied
@ith anything short of perfection, but when some thing
better comos aleng, I think we should adopt it, if thia
doesn't entail teo much work - say another constitution
a year -~ that's tg¢ much.

(GMC: Well, my point is that I am not convinced
that just because something is different that au-
tematically makos it better. In my opinion, the
changes proposed are merely elaborations which do
not create any genuine betterment, dbut merely ac-
commodate a highly dubious geries of changes.)

On the other hand, [ agree with you that FAPA could get too large... That 1s &
status quo which is better than any change, or at least better than the work inveolved
to change. I mean the work & trouble involved trying to meke the club emaller, and
the superiority of unlimited memberships.

(GMC: Huh? ",.unlimited memberships..."??? Are you SURE you know what you

are saying? How in the name of Roscoe, The Enger Beaver, could we have an

apa with 'unlimited memberships'? Such an apa is impossidlo on the face of it,
from the shecr inability to figure how many copies to make for the OE each timel)

I find your letter column uenally interesting, unlike the vast majority, but
yvour habit of refuting before the argument is f£inighed leaves tho arguments in bad
shape - and roaders' arguments, while you certainly have no shortage, are still nice
to have.

(GMC: "Evoryone to his taste," said the farmor as ho kissed the cow... I happen
to like a dialogue-type of argument and rebuttal, so that is vhy I insert the
refutation in the place where it belongs, insiead of crowding it hodgepodge at
the end, where it losee meaning. However, if you prefer to read the conments
first, and the replies later -- there ie nothing to stop rou from Joirg it
that way. That's why tho eorments are indented in parenthetical insortiond: )




And in Ceia's letter, too, regards your commenta on advertising -- ever noticed
how few people really think?! I've met three or four people ‘that I would say governed
their actions by thought ~ and seen evidences of thinking, through letters or articles
or some guch «~ in only a few nmors. I1'd say that almost no, if any, women think, and
less than 10% of the men.

(GMO: Just you and Oppenheimer and Einstein, huhl.. Must get avfully lonely
up there 8ll by yourself among the 10%...)

Which brings us to the Saturday Zvening Post ~ the Post does show occesional
sparke of goodneas, it is interesting, but as to any publication ghowing the Typlcal
Anericants Way of Life, I'd say it was impossible, unless that is the avowed inten-
tion, worked at by a long (several years) series of articles. But I wouldn't want to
read the finished product.

(GMO: On the other hand, I think I would be very interested in reading an
account of that mythical ereaturs, The Typical American, and his equally
nythical "Way of Life",.. There are innumerable kinds of Americans and in-
numersble "waye of life": but the SATEVEPOST reflects the type of American
and the kind of way of life that I recognize. It alsv shows & very widespread
cross~section of the various other kinds of "Americans" and gives a glimpse of
the "way of life" according to the way they live it. Aas much as any magazine
that I kmow of, at any rate. Which is all that I claimed for it.)

If you wanted to see & difference in news stories, you should compare the US
news from the Civil & Military Gagette with the Pakistan Times - the Communistic
(unopenly) paper. The Times also emphasizes the technological failures of the US
next to glowing accounts of Sputnik, etc., I'll have to find an example to show you.
They also like to quote 2ritisgh papers on completely irrevsiant ideas, like editore
ials on an affair in Southern ¥ngland which nothing was heard of herse.

Regarde social structures —=- Pakistan hag a third sort of class distinction,
unlike the British title or the American money, but still along lines of birth. Or
rathsr, not corpletely unlike US monetary distinctions, but only mostly unlike.

As I see it, there are four classes here, not counting Americens and English.
There's the laborers, the servants, the professional, and the filthy rich type that
lives in Gulberg colony (which is where nearly all the Americans live, by the way.)
The professional group differs from the servants in that thsir father3 had enmough
noney to teach then to write Urdu, possibly English. The whole system is based on the
fact that those who are educated go places,

Take our cook, Sammy, for an example. We pay him about 60¢ a day, which is
better than a lot of people in this country. He has a job, which also is unlike a
good portion of the population. From his class, the servant, he is doing well,

Looked at beside educated people he is in bad shape. He can write his name in
Inglish, but that's the extent of his education in eitLar Urdu or English, He's
bright, and learns quickly = show him how to make gom=.hing and he's got the recipe
in his mind whenever he needs it. He could tell you how =zuch he paid for potatoes °
last week. In the US he'd go places. But, without an education, he!s meking enough,
and no more.

Anyway, I don't have anything else to say, as if I hadn't said enough, so I'll
gign off.
Salasan,
/8/ Jim Caughran
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Bill Meyers, 4301 Shawnee Circle, Chettanooga 11, Tennessee o

Jenuary 30, 1958 5 ,s,\
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Dear Gem: é,{ 1!2 )j
Got GEMZINE 4:17 of course and should have gent some sort of com- 2 k | ;
ment long before now., I hate myself when I procrastinate like this; o |
thig letter is probably too late to make 4:18, but I'll gsend along .\'{' e
gome sort of comment, anyway. LN

1'd think it would be a wise move if you traded in both your 78 and

33-1/3 players for a 3-speed, or better yet, & 4~gpeed, ns I hear that

16 rpm is a coming thing. (Tho I haope not...as soon as you uy a player

suited to a new speed, they come out with another one.) However, 16 rpm, I believe,
ig only used on non-musical tvpe records. How to speak a language, etc. -~ mostly
educational type recordings and other types that have nothing to do with music, like
correspondence courses and How To Reduce In Ten Zasy Lessons. But to zet back to
the subject -~ if you've got money for the Reel Ultimate, I'd advise the purchase of
a Webcor 4-speed that is automatic on all speeds as well as pixed speeds. That is,
you can drop on a 78, a 45, and a 33, leave the thing alons, and it will play all
three without your touching it. Of course, I doubt if you'd be willing to forfeit
the sum, I hear you could buy a couple of color TVs for what it would cost, or at
least ons and a half,..

Really, tho, the change %o 45 ghouldn't affect you too badly. Now if everything in
the future were to be recorded on 33 and you didn't have a 33 player like you don't
have a 45 now, then it would pose a problem, as you just can't find an LP player now
: without the other two speeds along with it, which paturally means a much greater
price.
(GNG: Well, I really am not so bedly off as all that. The trouble isn't that 1
do not have a 45 speed player, both the autormtic players have the 3 speeds,
but what gripes me is having to remezber to Flip the needle each time I change
a speed, and having to get up and walk over to the machine to gwitch the lever
from one speed to amother... I'm just lasy, that's all! It's the nuisance
value that discourages me. Meesing around changing needles and spoeds and rec-

ord cabinets from one size to another is more trouble than the mugic is worth.)

Luckily, I came by a second-hand player (LP only) of Columbia mske, but then it's
some 8 year old. (I got it for 10 comlc books, too, but then that's another story.)
At any rate, it playa renarkehly well. Argh, I see I haven't attempted to make my
original point when star*ing the paragraph. Which is that 45 players (1 speed auto-
matics) are relstively quite cheap. I have onme of the highest quality possible (no
speaker, but then one 15n't really necesséry if vou have a rodio or teevee with a
plug-in; a1l clock-radics have them) and RCA Victor automatic, end it Just ran $18.

And fipally, wou should be glad not to have to look for 78'g now. Besides being in-
creditly hard to find the piece you want on a 78 record, they're so huge, breakable,
and susceptible to surface noise that they'!re not worth the bother. This is espe-
cially true with classics on 78. Hearing millions of tiny little cracks, pops, and
gscratches in a supposedly soft melodious piece is sheer torture. Ooog, you can't

a imagine how nauseating. ..terrible, terrible.

(@C: You are sogg right! That's vhy what classics I have are all on long
play. The only trouble is, my LP's are also full of snap, crackle & paps...)

Your last comment -~ "The mercenary old goatsl" -~ smema to be proving 4true alos,
Gem. Record prices in the nex% few woeks are going up. 4P $4 aldhuna have heen reised
to $5. I don't know abcut the rsgulaz .89 pop records bui they'll probakly g0 up ¥O
$1.29 at the least. I'd comment & 1ittle more but I'm not feeling verw preiifie -

. tonight. Be sure and send 4:18 now.... Calloy, Onllay, /s Bill(Moyers)
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Reverts (Bunk) Jouleon, 106 Stits, Wabesh, ied,

e C ARG
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Dear Gem,

Right in the middle of rumning YANDRO, bui I want
to make a few comments while GEMZINE is frash, I've
¢ / Jearned to do this == if I wait a few days to comment,
I never dan find the 1tems I want to talk about.

N {/\\\ f] As to people mot taking offense at your spoken
: W 7 words, I should think the answer would be obvious..
/ b ""{‘ "Smile when you say that, Podnuhl" may be a Western
‘ cliche, but there is some fact in it, too. And you
7 —~ gimply can't smile in a letter.., with the printed word,
ciin wvou elther have to restrict your humor or toake the chance
\ thet some literal-minded reader will misunderstond you.
S Humor isn't all, either -- without the benefit of facial
e \\\ Ny expression, and the accompanying tone of voice, it'e
TR hard to tell whether the individusl is being mildly
; amased, bitterly sarcastic, or out-and-out enraged.

(GMC: A good point... But how to convey the equivalent of & smile? The reader
supplies his own emotional content to what he reads, What is it that causes

the reader to interpret the words as conveying the emotions of mild amusement,
bitter sarcesm, or out-and=out rage? What makes one reader chuckle over a mild
Jest, while another jumps up in anger at what he construes as a biting ingult?

Is there any way that I can tap in on that emotional-response mechanism by wordst)

“A8 a matter of fact, I think your own literal-mindedness has betrayed you at least
once. When 3 or 4 writers ingist that a Willis remark'is a Joke; when Willig insists
that it's a joke; and when it's a remark that I read at the time and don't even remem-
ber (1t wasn't & very good joke, maybe) =~ then I'm inciined to believe that the re-
mark in question waa & joke, and that if you had hegrd it from the Willis lips instead
of seeing it in print, you'd have considered it a Jjoke too} even though you might have
thought it in poor taste, it wouldn'’t have outraged you ae much as it did.

(GMO; "All's fair in love and war," you lmow, and you must admit WAW ie a very
cautious person in exposing himself to my fire... Sure, I recognized that this
was undoubtedly intended as & joks, but fortunately for me, WAW was carelees in
his wording sc that what could have been a humorous comment about the overuse

of SNOG IN THE FPOG, actually turned out to be a rather nasty remark ~- coming
ag it did from & person who was presumably epeaking from observation. After
all, WAW is one of the few UK fen who has actually attended & US-type Con, end '
therefore is in a position to speak with authority. If I chose to consider this
eareless phraseology as a "Jreudian elip" for purposes of feud~ammunition....

well, why not? He did eay it -~ and that could havo been a reason for bbh: wording.)

If you like old~time jJasz (I'1l be damped 4f I'l capitalize the word), have you
heard any of the recordings of Turk Murphy, Bod Scobey and His Frisco Band, or The
Tirehouse Five Plus Two? They're supposed to be the three top "dixieland" outfits,
and I must say that I f£ind them more palatable than modern jazz ~~ I even went so far
as to buy a couple of Firehouse Five records, though I wouldn't want very many. Of
sourse, they don't sound like Ben Bernie or Isham Jones (not being an expert on what
sras overlapped which in pop music, I'm not sure what dance bands, efic. you're refer-
ring to -~ I know you probebly mentioned it some time or other dut I'm too laszy to
lock it up) ~~ but they eound more like them than they do like Stan Kenton or Thelom=
ious Monk. ...and yes, we have records by Ben Bernie, Isham Jones, and Stan Ksnton,
30 I have a vague idea of what I'm talking about.



(GMC: Bodb, to me trying to listen to jazz from a phonograph record, is like
trying to kiss a photcgraph. Sure, a snapshot ie better than nothing when you
feol nostalgic or lonoly for somecns. It is possible to uso a snarcheb as a
focal point for memories, But that jg all it ever can be... .f yov Lave never
soen a porsen, it is certainly better $o have & good photogiaph to go by, than
to try and imagine what thoy loock like morely from guesswoix, But I can ane
that you, too, missed tho point of what I was trying to say about jazz... Thre
gtuff you got now-a-days, this so-called féool" jJazz, is no more like the real
stuff usod to be, than a Picasso 0il Painting is like the living model... Tou
could nover guess what her lips would feel like in a kiss, Just from looking
at the monstrosity Picasso imagined, You might get a better jidea if you had

a photograph, ehowing her as she actually was. But neither would be anything
at all in comparigon with a nice, warm buss from tho gal herself! .And that is
tho point that preseont-day afficionados seom to migs altogother — in the dec~
ado of the 'twentios, Jazz Wag & living thing... It was not a matter of a few
"name bands" performing via mechanical reproduction; ineredible though it now
geome to you, it was 1ive hands, live music from living performers actually
present in the flesh -~ and tho Jazz they played was the authentic, spontaneous
expression of a movement that had engulfed and swallowed up the entire era...
Joe Doaks Littlo Combo at the Punkin Corners Grange House played with the same
wild abandon that weiled and moaned in the cabarets of New York®; it waan't
the individual performer, or the musical style that mde Jagzz what it was...
It was & social phenomenon as distinct and as ubiquitous as the peculiar

dance crazes of the Mjddle Ages. TFrankly, I must admit that the spectacle of
Jazz Enthusiaste sitting with ear glued to the Hi-Fi sets, moaning with Jey
ovor the technical aspects of the recorded music, makes me think of a bunch of
Pygmeliang caressing a atatue. I just can't believe they really mean it...

1t sounds too much like affectation to me.) ((*although probably not so woll))

The trouble with FAPA argurents is that you people are all trying to convinge
each otheTr,..... what kind of argument is that? Just leads to bad feelings and name-
calling, What hag happened to the good old-fashioned argument where neither party
kmows or cares what he's arguing sbout? Nowadays people still don!'t kmow, but by
Goorge they care and aren't freindly-like anymore. People aro to0 suvrioug =~
Hedonists of the world, arise!

Yours,
/8] Buck (Coulson)

PS: Mr. Carr has my sincero envr... Zven if he didn't get a deer, he did get
a Model 88 Winchester. I have to got by with $15 Springfields. And I haven!t eveon
shot it yet. The only rifles I've taken deer hunting are a »30=.40 Krag sporter and
a Model 1886 Winchoster .38-56. (And I nover got to use thom.) Some people have all
the luck,...(mmble, mumble, mumble).

Yours, again,
/8] Buck
(GMOC: Mr. Carr says, "Well, the .30-.40 Krag is a good gumn,... Bubt I admit it
WAS a consolation just to carry the Model 88, oven if I didn't get anything
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Deay Genm,

A small note of explammtion here., I got Gemzine & Monsoon and thank you
vory much for the honor only I must clear up a statenent you made. You mentioned in
Monsoon that: "...he isn't up to the point where held dore edit the forrer sditor
of PSYCHQOTIC..." I didn't edit Gois's work because I agreed with him. If I hadn't
asreed with hinm I would probably have run it anyvay just to provide some sorxt of
controversy. If I felt ithat it was of 1little use I would have cut. I have the guts
to do anything I plcase, the P.0. and the fannish wrath to the contrary. Geis is
very good friend and wouldnit nind if I did cut his stuff.,




(GMCs OK, Larry, I'll grant that maybe you have the guts —- but have you the dis~

crinbathr to decide that rou disagree with Geis, or that his naterial is no$
suitable? I'1l concede the point when I discover that vou actuslly told Geis

tho material which in his opinion was sultable for publication, was not suit-

able in TourS....)

But you must remember that the Bradbury story in Sat Eve Post waa pretity lousy.
The style was there but the plot was nothing,...

(GMC: Oh? Just which one of the Bradbury stories the S.TEVEPOST has printed
did you consider lousy?! ¥as it by any chance, "The World The Children Made"
(9/28/50) which was later antholosized as "The Veldt"?; or "The Beast Fron
20,000 Pathoms" (2/23/51) which probably brought hin nore money from movie
rights than all the rest of his writings put together? or was it the Cecy
story, "The April Witch" (4/5/52)1 Poseibly rou objected to "They Knew What
The; Wanted" (6/26/57) becnuse it was not 'science fiction' or "Sumner in
the Air" (2/18/66)? Or was it "Goodby, Grandma! (5/25/67) that incurred your
disapproval? Go on ~=- don't be bashful. Remember, youlve got guts enough to
say anything you pleass,...)

: b : +s 1t would have to be that way to
got into the Post which is on the whole mediocre. They say very little in their
stories above that of action - ie: the love story, the western story, the detective
story, and occasional thud & blunder science fiction. There is no meaning in the
stories above that of trite situation,

(GMC: Well, since vou seen to be so familiar with the editorial poliey of the
SATEZVEPOST, perhaps you can explain gomething to ro. How is it that when the
Reporter is pamned, fans immediately pop up from all corners of fandom to
defend it on the grounds that it "printed a Ray Bradburr story", but the

SATEVEPOST can print a half dozen Ray Bradbury stories and nobody evennoticoa?)

No, I wouldn't agree that the
SATEVEPOST is o reflection of the

nagazine is. Unless you toke into
account that it reflects the tastes
of a large nunber of the Anmerican
people. 4 pretty excreable (sic)
taste I might say.

{(®MC: Well, everybody can't
be expected to have ag good
taste as the readers of MAD
and CONFIDENTIAL and THE
REPORTZRe s+ )

(postcards) off and on for a long
tine.
Sine cera,

(GMC: I eurcly heve to give lLarry
credit ~= it dan't every fan that
hag the guts to proclain himself

80 insistently "100%-virgincpure-
“un-~nful terated" d-every letter.)

s 6§  — — — & ey e L e

United States, No large circulation

You may be getting these things

/s8/ Lars (Bourne)



- Richard Geis, 1526 N.E. Aing=
e worth, Portlend 11, Oregon.
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Dear GEM:

Well, wouldntt you know
1%, the pearls or egoboo rou
cast before me have come
forth to bear fruit...or some=
thing. It pleased ne no end

R ) T b e s

-—*—ZZ._.&_:""'j [”;gJ [HERS] to see the harsh words you
; 3 have for me in reviewing
] 4""‘*-/@:5—-‘ e BRILLIG #10. I have easily
SN read them a dozen times,
(¥ : All that egoboo implied in

‘ H.s,8lthough Bourne is rapid-
" 1y climbing the ladder of
“ fammish fene, he isn't up to

the point where hetd dare
edi% the former editor of
PSYCHOTIC,.." Ah, sweet bliss.

But it distresses me to see that you are still making moral Judgements on certain
subjects 1 chose to discuss or comment wpon. Or, perbaps, it isn't that you object to
the subject, but rather the compent on the subject. Wamt is your opinion on the mot-
ter?! Should men voyage deep into space for months and years without some proviesion
for sexual activity? Which 4o you prefer men indulge in: bestiality, heterosexunlity,
or homosexuality? 4And, pleage, no categorical imperitives: bYe pragmatic about 1%,
ah? Men will be men you knows They eare in prisons, ships, and armies. You may de-
plore glands, but us poor males have got to live with then.

(6MO: Wnat's my opinion? My opinion is met umlike yours...ie, that "Men will
be nen" - rather than animals, 8o you've got glands...pish, tush! On this two-
sex planet, who hasn't? Men have got glands -~ 80 have women. 8So have dogs,
oats, squirrels, rats, etallions, mares, and bitches in heat... 8¢ what? Al=
though, undoubtedly, you would never agree with the conclusion, I thoughtthat
C. 8, Lewis said just about everything tlnt needsd to ho seid on this sudject
in his story "Ministering Angels" in the Jan. 1908, MAGAZINE OF FANLASY AND
SCIENCE FICTION., Yor the benefit of those of you who nevor read the stuff, 1
quote:

Yo maun recall," said Ferguson, "they're dealing with an absolutely

new gituation,

"Oh, new be dammed] How does it differ from men on vhalers, or even

on windjammers in the old days? Or on tho North Weat Trontier? It's

about as new as people being hungry when food was short,.!

"gh, mon, but ye're forgsttin'! the new light of mndern psychologTeMesse
"Well, if it comes to that, do they suppose men would volunteer for

& Job like this unless they could, or thought they could, or wanted to try

if they could, do without womeni®

UThen there's the new ethiocs, forbye.!

"0h, atow 1%, you old rascal. What is new there either?! Who ever tried
to live clean excapt a minority who had a religion or were in love?! Theytll
try it still on Mars, 28 they did on Barth." Brd of quote.)

I don't believe I read the Willis comment which aroused you so, nor the joke in
PLOY which you feel is anti-American. However, even so, it appears that you are ratier
harsh on hinm and a bit too angry about his supposed slur on the falr name of American




fondom. And, even if he did say and intend all you imply, it still wouldn't be as bad,
in nmy view, as the continual use of personalities in your arguments. I realize that
to you an argument is an argupent and that means no holds barred, sort of like "total
war' in communieation, but my personal reaction is dislike of such unfair tactics.

It simply does not PROVE anything to say, for instance, when discussing sox:
"Weoll, you are toc ypung to know about such things...wait till you're older, then
rou'll see I'm right." It may be truo thet the person IS holding an opinion which
will chango with experionce, but that is an assortion, not proof, not facts, not logic,
and has no application tp the point under discussion.

(GMC: What do you mpan it Yhas no application to the point undor discussion”l
The fact of maturation ie a physical phenomenon which is dofinitely gormaine
to any subjoct in which it plays a part. No amount of "proof" or "faets" or
#logie" will be able to convince & tenw~year-old that his sixtecen-yoar-old bro-
thor regards girle diffoerently than he does... Ho may be able to geg that his
older brother actuslly dges profer the company of girls, but it's & foolish
wasto of words to try and oxplain ghy. So what? So the only thing to do in
a case like that is to toll tho kid to beat it and whon he's older he'll know
why without asking....)

It is a patronizing slap in the face and only antagonizes the othor person. Where':
the percentago in that? Get the other fellow mad, got his ego bruised, and he'll de-
fend that opinion of his with everything he's got to the dring breath. This is the
najor mistake you mske, Gertrude: you seom more intorostod in smashing and bashing
with your opinions than in trying to spread your opinions.

(GMO: Good obgorvation! I think you are probably the first person who hag
noticed that I am less interested in persunding others to adopt riy opinions,
than I an in making them analyze and dofend their own, If a cherished dolief
is true, nothing can shake it: if it is NOT true, 1t does not deserve to be
cherighed. Why be afraid to have your opinions attackod? If they are baged

on your own reagoning and obgervation, rrou can easily defend them =- if they
are nerely second-hand opinions you have accepted without question fronm some=
ene olge, then it is time you took then apart and exanined then closely. Do
gou actually WANT to keep on clinging to a prejudice or believing in a fallacy?)

I have a feeling that you instinctivoly resist the discipline of logle because if
sou started to use it you'd find rony of your cherished opinions and attitudes crumbe
ling away.

(@MC: J.C. Compbell's editorinls on logic express my attitude far more clearly
than I could ever express it. "Logie," he s2id, in effect, "is an empty vessel.!
You put a eget of facts into it, and you can carry then quite a digtance. But

no matter how far you carry them, unless the foncts you put into the vessel at
the beginning were true, the conclusion you finally reach will not be true. In
ghort, Logic 1s no guarantee of anything., It is merely a convenient tool. But
I have discovered (as J.C.Campbell olso mentioned) that many people seem to be
hypnotized by the idea of "Logle" -- and they scem to think that the progression
of ldens is in itsglf sorething of wvolue., I do not think it is. I consider the
tpical 'loglic! as mere word-spinaing; o verbal composition about as useful as

a dew-hung spiderweb spnrkling in the sunshine. Soneothing which is undoubtedly
intricate and beautifully done, tut of 1little volue to anyone except the person
who enjoyed himeelf doing it. All that I an interested in is the truth or faleity
of the idea involved, Furthormore, I'm only inteorested in the ldeas insofar as
thoy graat no & closer look at the person vho is gaying then... In the last

analysia, it is the gpeaker I am interested in, not the spsech per ee.)



Re Voltaire and your discussion of a person's "right" to do things: in my view
it's all a matter of power. If you, as a person or & group, are powerful enough you
con do what you like. If not, then you are subject to "laws" which others impose on
wou. You mey argue that this is WRONG. Ideally, perheps, it ig. But I have iearned %
to take o dim view of ideals when desling with the real world. Is it wrong to suffer
a dictatorship in Cuba when we could do something about it? And at the same time to
fight a dictatorship in China when we can't do anything about it? Ideally the Ameri-
can governpent is hypocritical, But this type of thinking, however appealing, that
our government should act on the ideals it talks about, is unrealistic and for the
clods who Gon't or can't think, We suffer a dictatorship in Cuba because there is a
lot of American money in Cuba and the owners of that money are powerful and afreid
that their money and possessions in Cuba would not be safe if a democratic government
dame to power and perhaps nationalized and taxed. We fight China end Russia, of
course, because they threaten to take awey what we have and want. If they accurnlate
enough power and apply it correctly, and if we don't keep equal to them at least, and
apply our power incorrectly, then they will take whot we want. Sirple. But who is
right? Who wrong? Well, who was right and wromg when Greece and Persia fought? Was
Greece right because she won? Do you believe in & manifest destiny, Gertrude? It's
all a fascinating question which men have been studying end anewering for centuries,
se.00NB.

SINcerely
/s/ Dick
the Geis
(@MC: I'm afraid I don't get what you mean by a "manifest destiny" in this
instance, But here, again, is another example of the basic sinilarity of
our mental attitudes., Because I, like you, have the faintly cynical thought

. that "justice" ias very often on the eide of the most troops... Not that
i "irong® is not Just as "Wrong", but that the cost of nrizhting! this "wrongh
! may constitute an even greater "wrongt than ignoring it. As I sald several
i mailings ago, it is impossible to postulate a concept of "right" and "wrong"
: without having some standard of values to which to relate them.)

John Hitchcock, 300 E. University Pkwy.
Baltimore 18, Md., March 7 . 19658,

Dear Gem:

Thanks for Gemzine 4:18 et al., whisch
I got today. Sorry I haven't replied to
Gmzs more often: bear in mind that I, too,
do appreciate your sending your Fapagzine
out to all the waiting-llasters. It cer-
tainly peps up our oiherwise dull lives!...
Comment on Gemzlne piroper (very) followa;

I. The Willise Cage; or, Carr Foud #B623~A.

I'nm commenting on this first because
you obviously consider it the most import-
ant thing in the issue. Those of us who
feel we owe a great deal, albeit 1i intan-
givle, to Walt Willig, as I do, najurally
wand to side with him on any issue, If it
weren't for Walt, I'd probadbly have been in
“andom as long as John Fletcher (don't re~
cember him? That's my point exactly). As
Jay ag I'm concernad, he's proved himeelf
407 than a fair-wsather Tilend (in fact,
aamost & foul-weather friend;s I can't think
or any time I wrote him that something wasn't




going wrong), S0 you can understand my personsl position, Therefore, I prefer ta
view this little feud more objestively than usual...for me.

Firet, I'm not too well up on the backgrounding of the affair. I am familiar
with your Sat-Eve-Post/Reporter/True~-Vue~U.S.i. troubles, and I precune, from what I
can piece together here, that in that Ploy (which I don't keep on file, like all the
rest of my belongings) WAW pointed up the overuse of the Snog in the Fog/Blog/whatnog
in '57 slogan Stateside, commsnting dimericans must be sex-starved,! I think I dlly
remember reading it in Ploy...it must be almost a year age now. This comment seens to
have injured your sensibilities. The thing I'm most familiar with here is the TAFF
business...remember I was in the thick of that, with both Zney and Madle in Washington,
knowing them both as friends, and so on. So much for my qusiificationms.

In WAW!'s letter dated Xmas 'S7 the bit on psyshology (2nd pare) is logically
sound=wexcept that Walt uges 'identical', impliss 'alwayst~~ and unconfortably applic-
able. In other words, I'm afrald you protty well deserved it. He links you psychow
loglorlly with G, Weizel; thias is also uncomfortably sound analogy. Knowing G. Wetzel
as I 4o, I would never write a lotter like the next one (12 Jan)..but I'm getting
ahoad of myself.

Numbered para. 13 Walt's right. You were pretty hasty, I think, to take any
slishting remayie about Americans ~- no matter how #light — seriously. Most fane are
less preocccupied with the United States -- loss overweeningly matiocnalistic -~ and
takke such little remarks in the proper, light, vein. However, Walt should roalige
that you weren't fgcraping the barrel for that one." To people vwho are overly S$ouchy
about their state or natiomlity, such remarks stand out with red and orange lights
flaghing around them, Walt should have scen what had hapremed~-~something thoroly
natural considerine the psvchology involved. The only way I sts;red a tfriend¥ of
Vetzol's as long as I maneged to, was by becoming adept at avoiding trigger-phrases,
vhrases most fans drop all the time, which set off the parancid mechanigm. Luckily,
rou're not as bad as Wetgel by a long shotl Weo like having you around. Walt should
have had an "I should have know" reaction when rou firat took obJection to thogse half=-
a=-dozen worde in Ploy about Amvrican sex~starvation, Also, I can't hold you quite so
responsible as I did even at the top of this para,..sex-starvation is primarily a
Protestand and Germanle phenomenon, not Roman Catholic., Being a member of the Roman
Church, yrou may not realigze that, since the fundanental cultural influence in America
nas been Protestant and Gormanle, Walt's view, if :ou pusi ¢alte him seriously, was
pretty accurate after all. BReferenco to a factual situatlon docsntt constitute alander.

(GMC: That'e a pretty good analysis, John, but I'n afraid I have to admit Walt's
complaini that I scraped the dbottom of the barrel on that one was true. MNMoat
fans read the remask: the way you did, ie, they iook the meening Walt intended
(end whish T couwid goe he intended), but it was soch sm iryvistably tempting
opening tha’t I cculdnit les it pasu... Inetoad of taking whal overyono assumed
Walt mwoent, i pounced on what he actually did say —- and ou nust admit the
resu.t was highly sucnesstfvli It stung Just about everybody who read it into
sone xind of comment -~ and 1t obviovsly annoyed WAW much nore to be caught in
& careless phraseology, then it Aid {o be accused of bad faith, lack of good-
sportsmanchip, and being & poor ioser!)

Fumbered para, 2¢ You seem to be most highly agltated sver this aspect of the
Jouds. Let's Aive into the facis., I have it from what I consider unimpeachably relia-
yie sources (and unnameble, too; no need to drag anvone else into this mess) that Stu
foi'fman built wp his unusually large pro-iidwestcon Sotal of votus by traveling from
::vo to club and financing the signatures of the menbers on ballots for himgelf, There
"¢ nothing, oither in the epirit or the letter of the law, to prevent this (something
11lis, as vou pointed out, foresaw). It was not unethical, tut it came within an ace



There are many people in FAPA like this. Myself iacluded. But I'n always, (1
like to think) open to argument. But with me as with everyone else, I dontt respond
to ingults,

(GMC: (Gizzle) You respond all right -- and how! But vhat you really mean 1s
that you do not respond with an open mind, readyr and villing to believe what~
ever I tell you. But that's the point. I'm not tryimg o porcuade you to
discard one plaustble argument and accept another merely because you like ne,
I'n putting up harsh arzumonts to smash dewn those prefabricated opinions you
complacently suppose to be your omn; to disturd your smug, unthinking statue-
quo, and make you stand up and fight for your beliefs, In the courae of doing
80 you are much more likely to discover Just exactly what those beliefs ARE
than you would be if you merely played conjecturing games about them...)

Now, if you won't get mad, I'11 make a comment about this Willis affair: I have
the impression that you are in this dispute not because Willis impuned the honesty of
Anericans or made a orack in PLOY or for any of the reasons you give, I have a hunch
it 211 springs from Willis liking the Reporter magazine and saying it gave a good
picture of America. The Reporter magazine is liberal. TYou dlglike liberals. Willis
ig therefore & liberal. Worse, he is a well-liked libveral. He is a fannigh GHOD no
less. The thought of a liberal fannish GHOD, with all the fannish power and influence
it implies...this, I feel...was too much for your cherished views. 8o... ocut comes
the subconscious command: "GET WILLISIY

How do you 1like that brilliamtbit of psychiatric analysis, eh? Pretty good, eh?

(GMC: Willis thinks I jumped him because I am full of hate and vicicusness, you
think i1t 1s because I am a !'red-baiter!, Hitchcock (see elsewhere in E&E) finds
st1ll another reason for it... 21l very enlightening in their owmn way as evi-~
dence of the way the owners' minds mm. You boys tend to see in me the motiva~
tions which would have activated you in a similar situation...not that you,
Richard, would be likely to be a red-balter, but apparently you gwouldl be likely
to take unconscious revenge via rationalization, is, the sort of subconscious
rationalization that causes a boss, for instance, to think up reasons why he
should turn down a promotion for the gal that snubbed his advances... On the
surface, he'd be shocked at such a suggestion, but just the same, that gnl
won't get a raise!l)

What? -~ You might at least wait till I take cover before shooting.

(oMO: However, as & result of your "brilliant bit of psychiatric analysie" I
did a little 'psychiatric analysis' of my own. Naturally, my subconscious mo=-
tivations are ag far beyond my conscious wmderstanding of theanm, as anybody
else's are... If I knew why I do the things I do, the motivations would no
longer be "mub-~consciocus!, they would be "conscious", But it ls poosible, with-
in 1limits, to do a 1ittle delving and I think I picked up a couple of clues to
my behavior in this mattexr by the simple expedient of figuring out how I would
have interpreted this behavior if I saw it in somebody else. It was kind of
fun, too. (But if you think I am going to tell YOU what I found out, you can
guess again! A gal iz entitled to her own little secrets in ma‘ters like thisl)
I can tell you this much, thouzh. This dbusiness of dslving in the subconscious
is not too difficuit %o do. I do not kmow how others feel about it, but I find
that just setting up a 'stream~of-consciousnees, free-association! train of
thought when I am half-awake, half-dozing, will eometimes bring surprising re-
sults. As I say, I do not know how it fesls to others, but with me I find that
when I do uncover an unconscious motivation it feels somewhat like a bubble
bursting -~ one of those slow, fat bubbles that roll up and durst with a "Plopfee
and suddenly cut of the semi-conscious stream of images and sensations, there
is a wide-awoke aworeaess of something that I had not realized before. Some~




time
in tgé course of an argument, some corment will have the same effect (withoub,

however, the bursting=bubble effect) and then I am pretty sure that it was a
valid noint.., But so far, neither you nor Willis has guessed anywhere near
€lose «~ at least as far as ] can tell.)
Ah, I think we'll have soms donnybrooks when I geb into FAPA agpin., Just think,
I'm #6 now. Another six months magbe....

I will agree with you 100% that Bob Lemen is top drawer BNF paterial. And, this
noy shock you, I asree that todar's liberals greg "statista" in that they want more
and more federal centralized government. But inexorably, they HAVZ to be for central
control in this modern world, They feel that only a strong central government can
control the increasingly centralized buginess interests, They feel that a strong
Preosident, electod and responsible to the people, is the only hope the small peaple
have, It is, in their eyes, a balance of power that nust be maintalned: the deno-
cratic power of the citizens against the power of the huge corporations. And, too,
they foel that a decentralized goverament could not cope with the international situ-
ations that affect our nation's interests. And our interesta, due to tremendous in-
dustrialization and its consequeat dependence on foreign materials, now extend all
over the world. Thea, too, there is tim theory that our Yempire" must expand, or our
wogtern civilization will collapse, and that the exponsion is organic, that it 1s not
a conscious thing. In any case the spectacle is intercsting as hell.

(GMC: And about as inviting, too. A tenuous 1ittle thought occurred te me the
other day when I wag watching a TV tormedo. The Red Cross is actually taking
more of a Government function 4in its disaster progran, than the Government is.
With Citles meintatning their Police functions, and County and State meintaining
their law enforcenent agencies, actually the Federal Governmerit is not really
doing anything for the citizens that is not a duplication of some sort. Excepnt
for the Armed services, we could dispense with the whole kit and caboodle and

let the Red Cross take over any function that the Police Department can't handle.)

Oh, yes, about that business that FAPA would be hostile to a Prohibitionist, dut
not to an alecoholic: the mistake you muke, I think, is that the two are not the same,
An slcoholic does not advocate people drink nothing but alcoholie beverages. You
night argue that a Prohibitionist is tiie victim of a diseame like the alcoholic, and
ag such 18 equally enotionally disturbed, but somehow, I don't think rou would. In
FAPA the menbers would obJject to the Prohititionist (I agree) ms intolerant for advoe
cating total abstinence from alcohol. They would argue the validity of his views,
But vhat does an aiccholic advocate? When he's sober he'd probatly asgrse with the
Prohibitionisti And would an alcoholic be likely to discuss his alccholism in FAPA?
A personal tragedy like that is usually kept secret. Or if not kept secret, I imagine
the alcoholic would tell FAPA nembers to please don't drink if they canft handle it.

(GMC: There! -Want aid I tell you? (Giggle) Bven while expostulating how wrong

I an, your cwa werds bBear out how very right I guessed it! Notice one thing in
your above paragraph; You have entered into and comprehendsd the feelings and
attitudea that might impell the aleoholic ~- ie, tha person with less restrice
tive taboes than yours =- but vou exhibit a complete inability to enter into and
comprehend the probable attitudes and values that would motivate a teetotaller.
In short, you really are not flexible enough in imagination or perception to
place yourself in thse strongly idealistio, rigidliy rostrictive frane-ofw
reference the teetotaller might be expected to hold, although you can slide
into the looser frame~-of-reference of the alooholic, even to the point of ex=
hibiting compasgsion for him, Notice this, too. S0 complete is thls mental
block on your part, that you are apparently unable %o see any differsnce a$ all
between the concepts of "Total Abatinence" (vwhich is the mesning of 'teetotaller )

and "Prohibitionist", See what I mean? Think about it ==~ youfll get it... but
in case you don't, here's the point: A teetotaller abstains perschally from
idealism; the Prohibitionist wants others to abstain for social or economic
reasons. But you cennot comprehend githor line of reasoning ~- can you?)




Well, I think I've said about everything I ocan think of. To concludey ny roac-
tion to thies foud., The above may susgest one or several vays out of the polenmics...
as woll as expressing my own opinions for what thoy're worth. ], howover, an delight-
od to sco the Fight start. This is going to be one of tho'best fouds in fandon for
8 long time. I'm £lad you finally got WAW good and mad, He's boon fartoe pag-=i-
sivuly . well-noaning, well-doing...het's been in danger of vorotating permanently,

1 thinkl Vegetating just as a frightening hunk of fandom is doing right now. 1If
sou ignore the many ways out, beck to understanding, and pitch battle, 1t'll be the
fight of the decads. More power to both of you., You can roawsken -~ hell, bring
back to lifg ~- a heap of half-dead fans. Maybe even me,

II. Unagked Opinion.

Andy Young comments: Russia: I don't think you understand the background and
nature of tho Sovetskovo Soyuzs. You say "in the USSR it ie an outright subjugation
of free people againgt thoir will and contrary to cugton.” This is tho way it lookas
to an American, but not to a Russian. The USSR government does not gubject the people:
I'n gotting ahead of myeolf again, Firet, there is ontirely N@ tradition of indepen~
dence, democracy, etc. in Ruesia, Slavery in Russia is a9 sgoless as tho nation i%-
gelf. (I'm anmused at your correcting Andy by saying "Russia is pot & young nation
only 40 yoars old," and thon pulling the sane nistake & dozon 1ines below by agsun~
ing that subjugation was only 40 yvars old,) The Ruamsians had it much worse under
the Tsari than they do undor tho Tsentralny Komitet. So the Kommunisticoskaya Partiva
actually loosonod the animal-liko slavery of the Ruseian eerfs. The operations of
the Rugsian governwent today, thon, are neithor (1) sud jugation of free people (but
rather lotting wp a bit on agelessly enslaved poople) nor (2) agasinst their will (ve-
cavge they're quite happy to have thinge better than ever -- not knowing anything
about the situation outside their own country) nor (3) contrary to custom (but rather
following a 1000-year-old tradition, nuch much longer than tho brief, almost flagh-in~
the-pan tradition of democracy). Now, if the Russians took over the United States,
that's what it would amount to, (1) outright subjugation of free people {2) azainst
their will and (3) contrary %o custon, But you misundersteud Russia iiself completely.
The tovarisci never had it so good.

(GMC: John, in this case it is YOU whe ‘misunderstand!... If you still have
that GZ, read it again and you will see that it states quite clearly that both
Andy and I were talking about gﬁe.‘uae of elaves, ie, slave labor. I stated
thore is a difference betwsen 57Xxnerican uge of a recosnized commodity such
ag tho necro slaves purchased from slavo-traders doing buainess out of Africa,
and the "outright subjugation of a free people" such as the trainloads of Ger~
man scientists, or the thousands of Hungarians and Poles and Checke who ware
shipped to the Sibderian mines for forced labor. Even by your own definition,
what happoned in Hungary end Poland and Checkoslovaekia IS "outright sub jugationt
and the uen of thess people as forgcod laborers IS "elavery". As %o the Fussian
poople ~- I referred to them in thoir now status as bhaving a new gysten of Gove
ernront super-imposed on their ageless cultural pattorne in much the sane way &s
old roota with a new top grafted on... But how is it that you are on such fam-
iliar speaking terms with Russian terminology? Are you expecting the US to be
taken over?)

This is the keystone to your other rather arch corments on the 2 AYoungzines, 8o
I don't have to go into the rest of it, about U.S./C.S.4. slaves as ",..chattel and
g0 One

(GMO: 1I'm afraid I don't follow this... In the United States of the early 1800s
that Andy spoke.of, slaves WERE regarded as "chattel" and sold like sheep or tcows or
horses. I doubt that the slave labor in Russia is bougnt and sold and I did not eay
that it is -~ but they are slaves in ovory sense of the word in spite of that.)




Dinensions 16 (what number? 3? 4?): I agree with you (surprised?) about cats.
One certainly does get the impression that they'd have a helluva lot to commnicate
if they could develop a language. Sort of scienco~fictional, isn't it? Reminiscent
of Wild Talent or Children of the Aton. I've lived with cate all but the first 3
yoars of oy life, and I regard thenm as just barely a lower order of life from the
humans. Apparently, the main difference is that they have no self-concept (other
than realizing their bodies are units; oven then, they play with their tails). Per-
sonality characterlistics and idiosymcrasies are ALL there. Sone cates I know would
nake great fen., BNFs even.

(GMC: I wonder if I grasp what you mean by "no self-concept".... I ar under

the impression that the self-concept is tied in with the "me/ nine vs you/yours"
rolationship which children usually acquire about the 3rd or 4th year. But
ocats definitely DO understand this concopt, and becomo exceedingly indigmant

if anyone trospseses on their property...particularly other catsl)

Gavaze: The "loyal liberals (didn't) admit their loyalty to the U.S. and expose
their fellows who were known to then to be disloyal" because they weren't so dann
touchy about it as you and most (forgive the term) rishtwingers are. Education, ex-
pecially a college education, erases a (0od deal of tho nationalism in a person ~-
nakes such things seem provincial rather than patriotic. Whei you realize how small
rou, your locality, your culture are in the history of the world, if not the universe,
you stop paying so much attention to loyalty to particular political etructures (es-
pecially when you see all the faults in them -~ and it's ny opinien that the U.S.
isn't even the least of the evils, as many intellectuals are forced to adnit..

(@MC: Let's see.. was it Patrick Henry who risked his neck for "My country,

right or wrong, ny country...??)
I con-

sider, fron what little I kuow, that the U.K., is a bit more democratic and politically
superior to the U.S. Just my opinion, which nay be reversed without notice). You
become ***COSMOPOLITAN***., Literally. 4s tho song saith: How are you going to keep
then down on the farn when they'vo seon...?

(GMC: That's a highly interesting corment, John., It makes me seriously wonder
whore "education! leaves off and "brain-washing" begins... Loyalty has been
congiderod a life~or-death virtue since the beginnins of human history. Loyalty
to kin, or clan, or nation -~ but, in any event, loyalty to the group and to
the safoty of the group. It is a humen ethical concept which has sublimated
the instinct of self-dofensc to tho defonso of the group, and as far hack as
hunan history can trace, this concept of loyalty has beon considered weil
worth dying for. But you say that "Education, especially a college cducation®
de~valuates this concept of loyalty to the point where it is not even worth
telling the truth for, I wonder if the Russian colleges also regard loyalty
as 'provinciall,..)

III. Linguistic Interlude.

Note to Jean Young: Your french is slipping, girl. "--aha, dit-il," not "-=iha,
il &t..." Renember now?

IV, TAFF and Mr. Hgd.

Fandon: as such has no definable boundaries. This has beon proven by the repeated
attorpte by fans to define thom, themselves, "trufen," and the like. It gimply can's
be done. Historically fandon springs from science fiction readership forming clubs
and corresponding. What evolved — a geries of nuclei of intercst and activity within



of ruining TAFF's existence, Now: It enon became known that there!d been vote~
buring on our gide. Since Bob Madle had won the clection, the natural reaction for
the British was that hp had dono the vote-buving. The British fans irvoived ?.n start-
ine the rumor elao migunderstood the othics of TAYF w- there 1 no provision Ln TATF
othice for vote~-buying or against it. The British were principally for Znoy, and
thought that Ensy was as popular in America ag he is in Britain, They thought that
Madle had skulldug Enep==overlooking the occupant of sccond place. This is the ge_rfect—
i~ natural, normal human thing to &o. TYou'd have done the same in their shoos, I bet.
As W1t says, the little storm has blown over. Everyihing {apd everybody) turned out
all right. Torgot about it.

(GMC; John, the entire purpose and meaning of thiw "feud” is to do jJust the
very opposite of !forget it"... There hag been ontirely too much of thias whis~
pored back-hiting going on by "unnamable® but "unimpeachably reliable sourcoa¥,
nlt was not unethical® you say in speaking of Stu Hoffmen's campaign mothoda.
But, nevertheless, gomebody spread the nasty rumor that it WAS unethical, and
although you say that the British attitude was the "purfectly natural, nornal,
human thing to do", I happen to disagree. I avce nothing nornal, natural, or
hunan about ~hie kind of whispering campaign, A3 innocont person was Judged
guilty of unethical practices and publicly accused of amething he did not do.
True, 4t L& oauy %o soc how such a thing could come about ==« but it etill does
not exoneraie the people who jusped at this false and unkind c¢onclusion without
glving the man the benefit of the doubt until they could ascertain the faots.
Personelly, it is ny intention to drag these unsavory details out into the
limelight until every nacty 1ittle whisper has been chaged down and exposed for
the malicious 1ie that it wes, Furthermore, I think it is time that we stopped
@loessing over these differences in understanding and come to & basis of open
agreoment about TAFF so that both sides shall understand what the score is.

I don't know who it was that first pread these rumors of "vote-buring", nor
what the purpose was in stirring up this agltation and dismey among the British,
I think it i8 time that whosver Aid it ghould step up and explain themselves,
And I gill think WAW owos Madle an spdlogy for jumping to the eonclusion he
414, agd raking wisecracks about it without waiting to find out the truthl)

Numbered para. 3: Unusual as it may seem, Walt seens to know exactly what he did
botter than many other people. He (a) resigned from Taff and (b) expressed an opinion
or two about 1t. Action (b) becsuse of (a), can in no wise have official influence.
All the influence it can have is personal--that ia, b.cause Wali said it....

(GMC3 But that iw exactly what I was talking about! Do rou honestly mean to
imply that merely because WAW went through the goesture of turning over formal
leadership of TAFF to somoone else, that automatically his opinions becans no
more important than that of neofan Joe Blow from Kokormo? Nonsense. WAW' g
action in cteppineg aside from leadership of TAFF go that he could be in a posi~
tion to epnek more fresly about it, was identical with that of & Committee
Chairman turaing the Chair over to someone else in order that he might step
down and he Frus to speak on an issue before the house. How nelve can anyone
gt to assume that a person of WAW's stature could possidbly "expresa an opin=
jon like anvone €ige®? Truo, WAW let someone else spread the work around
among & seriee of *TATY heads" -- but it is foolish to agsume that WAW's in~
fluence on TAFYF coawed with his handling of the dotaile.)
ssdJust an
Bob Lemen notos much anti-Americanism abroad stems from envy, perhaps you are unwit-
tingly a 1little too envious of Wali's influence in fandum? Thore's a suggestion of
1t lurking around., (NB: This is also quite natural & normai in the course of human
events, I'm arazed how people get eo disturbed over such entirely normal bappenings. )
Perhaps because Walt's been known as & sort of Superghod for so long, anything he
says sounds & little like an edict rather'n an opinion,




Onward, ever onward: TFirst of all (Jan 12 letter now) I don't think you're a
person "full of hate," although it certainly may look that way et timea. Povhaps it's
because you've never attacked me. More likely it's partly beconee Tui Whie w88 80
impressed with you after the Midwestcon. Also, I do a good deal of wvitiuorahing on
the typewriter, but I still consider myself a reagorably good-natured well-eaning
fellow,

Now, Walt's areuing from a mort of unwritten rule that what you say in fannish
digcugsions, tnless you really throw all you've got into it, doesn't nocessarily re-
floct on your character, but is confined strictly to an intellectual plane. Quite
often & fan {e.g. Ted White) will argue a position opposite that he may really hold,
Just for the pake of arsumni. More often we f£ind fen arsguing about, or discussing,
thinge they don't consider importani cnough to launch a ninor crusade OVoXe..O0r evelnl
express their Joslings. These are simply thoughts, interosting straws thrown up in
a small breeze, 'laing things very soriously when they're not meant to be, taking
things personslly when “hat isn't meant eithor -- that's not fair play according to
these unwritton rulos of the verbal (verboso) game. Mayde this is one of the things
7oulve been looking for when you've asked "What makos GMC obnoxioust!

(GMC: Yos, I think it is... I've finally figured out that these charges of
"zetting personail! that are hurled at me with such indignation, rofer to

the fact that I am much moroe interceted in using what a person says as an
indication of what he really thinks than I am in the 1dcas he nay be oxpress-
ging... Tho similo occurs to me that I tond to rogard the t;rpicel arguments
advanced by fans somewhat as a toacher recards the answors turned in on an
oxamination papers.. It is not tho information on the papor that is intorest~
ing, vut rather it is an indication of how much tho pupil knows about the
sutjocs. I suppose it is bucause I use & fan's words as a koy te unlocking
the hidden chambers of his pcrsonality where his ego is hiding, instead of
meroly taling them at face valuo and tossing thonm back again. But I am not
particeiarly interested in tho vorbal pyrotechnics a fan is able %o produce...
I'm interooied in the porson himself. What's morc, I intend to keep right on
being intorested in people... So thoy might as well ret ugsod to it.)

I can't say anything about the Reportor, bucause I've novor read a copy. I have
read the Saturday EZveaing Post, and I do pot consider it a faithful account of Amer-
jcan life. In tho first placo, the only locallty of which it is really characteris-
tic is tho city of Fhiladolpaia, (It ig & Philadolphia mesazine, not an Amorican
megazine, I night add.) Last surmor, [ cteyed in Fni.ly for a few days, for the
first timo in my 1life. It was thun that I realived what it'vo osaid, The atnosphere
— I haie to talk in vaguo turms, csmocially when it dudnfs soon vaguo to e at all,
but I have to -= of the Saturdss Fvening Post porvades ihe psrahelogy of that city.
The uriverco of the Post is “ho wey Fhillians like to think of Shumgolves, and they
act according to it. fhey scom %o see tholr little worid thru rocawoll~colored
glassos, too; they do not see Faillly as a visltor suis it. Philadelphia is the enly
city I've soen besido Chi and NYC which is predominantly slum, The Philadelphia
slun contains a gnod 76% of the inhabitants of the ecityr... 1,500,000 people living
in that abomination. Tho slum of Philadelphia ie charactorless: 1t isn't vieclous,
it isn't describatle by any really forceful adjoctive. It was the most depressing
environmont I have ever oocle..in Daltimore wo havo plenty of elunsg, but hore thore
is a sort of integritv...Polish vmen coning out and ecouring their rarblo stups al-
nost everytino somoone stops on then, $ill thoytro blindingdly white: oven if every-
thing olsc in the house is & moss, 1t takos only one indication of pride in cne's
place to make even a slw livable. Thero is no ind’caetion of pride in the dirty,
grmelly, dingy, ghabby sitroets of Philadeiphla. That is tho world of the Saturday
Evening Post. I'm glad I'm & Baltinorcan.



the fan population iteelf rather than outside (prozines) OTHER than clubs~- hasg never
taken on clear-cut proportions, The only aspects of fandom you can define are the
apas, which have congtitutions, limited numbers of menbders, requirenonts, central
organigation. Genoral fandom has none of these.

(GMC: I think 7you overlook the fact that apag aro merely another type of
fanclub., Practically every fanclub has these sane characteristics in at

least rudimentary form. Since apas are primarily concornod with the written
word and depend on it for cormmunication, these characteristics are nore cloarly
dofined in the epas than in the more loosely~integrated fanclubs., But even
the poor 014 Dying Monster, NFFF, heg a definite neobership, requirerents,

and central organization.., True, there ig no gverall ‘'central organization!
to which all these scattered fanclubs may turn -~ tut then, there is no such
contral organization for the apas, oither. It 1s merely the accidental over-
lapping of menmberships on the part of the bi-apans that gives this i1lusion.)

So it's oasv to meke ninceneat of any carpalgn to confine any activity to certain
fans, bocause, outsido of nanming oach one, vou ean't draw any linos. This ninceneoate
neking is what Don Ford has been doing. I disagree with his position, although his
argunonts are extremely strong, bocause of the mature of fandon itself. The only
real argument I can offer is that TAFY, ag far as I know, originated from Walt Willig'
triy in 1952 to the Chicon., The idea for TAFP was apawnod by fans who were at that
tir o in the center of what we now oall ftrufandon” for want of any bottor words: that
is, in the center of one of those nuclei I gpoke of in the last paragraph. Thus the
epirit of TAFF (the spirit of TAFF ig the idea which originally conceived it and pani-
fested iteelf in the actuality of the fund) is trufannish, The idos wag that fandonm
should elect its most popular merber each year and send hin across the Atlantic ag
anbassador to the annual Convention. What the originators of TAFF conceived as fandon
centored aboui the nuclous thoy inhabitod, Therefore, as I soe it, tho spirit of TAFY
demiands that the fund remain contored about tho eloosost thing to that nucloua of 1952~
3~4 (known as 6th Fandom); otherwise, the spirit of thu fund will be lost or mutatede—
or at least badly violated.

(GMC: Good Godl 1f I wdorstand you corroctly, YOU are saying that nobody dut
fans who were active amatour publighers during 1952-3-4, that is, Sixth Fandon,
should be eligible to vote or participate in TAFFIIL)

I charge further and finally that it is the responsibility of the fan in charge
of TAFF to seoe that the fund retains its original mooring in trufanden (the 1958 ver-
gion of 6th Fandom)..

(GMC: You mean by that, I take it, only those of us who were active in 6th
Fandon that are gtill actifannings?)

-+despito the difficultios that may be involved in word usazo,
loro senantiocs should not be allowed to danage tho original spirit of TATY, and it's
the directorts job to gee they don't.

(GMC: This gots worse and worse..., Orizinally the arcunont concerncd the
dofinition of a "fan", WAW insisted that only arpubbers should be callod Wfangt
I arzued that was too drastic a linitation, because there are neny types of fana
and all of them equally entitled to the name. Now you come along and suggest
that tho only fans who should be allowed to participato in TAFF (and presumably
bo eligibla to run ag candidates)are those few loftovers from Sizth Fandon who
aro still active asg ampubberg... Gad, if thig keeps up, first thine you know
we will discover that the only fang eligible to vote or be candidates in TATF
should be FAPA ns who have been merbers ever since 1952-3-4! Maybe we had better
quit while we are etill shead.....)

L N I L L ®
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Well, it looks like I've used up all ny verbiase for this weekend. Maybe these
lonz letters to individusl fans that I write froo tine to time are vhat!s holding
Floatooth underwater. Just think: you deprived fandor: of a third Fleatooth just by
stirulating me with your 6Z. No wonder some people dislike you. sfter all, there's
a 1init to everrthing, and this sort of dirty tactics is sirply uncalled for. You
should be ashamed of yourself, really uow.

(GiC: What! Me ashaned of inveigling an additional seven (7) pages of red=
hot controversial raterial for GZ! Never! Besides, think how rmch benefit
fandon will receive (in addition to not getting the third Fleatooth) fron
being stimideted by you...)

Thanks s ain for all the Gengines you've sent ne, and I'n lookings formard with
palpadbly palpitating anticipation for the 4:19 from Seattle.

Codladh g0 rmalth, agus

rigse le fir-nheas ort,

/a/ John (Hitchecock)
Lynn A. Hickrnan, 304 North 11th St., Mt. Vernon, Il1l.
March 22, 1958
Dear Gen,

Willis'! letters in the latest Genzine show hin
to be what he accuses you of ~= !Pgychologically
incapatle of assinilating ideas which don't coincide
with his preconceptions.,” Honestly =-- he sounds gick.

(GMC: Well, I must adnit I expected a better

defense fron him -~ I certainly did not think S e
he would collapse into a feeble explosion of \-.; /

ingults at the first round, In fact, it looks A
verr nuch as thousth this is the first time any- ;
one ever crowded him into a corner and nade hinm \
put up his fists, with the result that all he L
can do is wave them helplesaly in the air in o
hopes that his opponent will 20 RWATeeoso) T \

1 enjoyed this issue of Gemzine a lot. I voted / \0 7
for Madle and am glad he got to make the trip, but I : ‘/
would have been equally hapny to see Stu Hoffuan go. 4
Stu has bteen a good fan for a long time and I hate to e \
3ee attacks such ag Ted White has nade. Viaited Stu "\""”‘\*;' 7
2 couple of nonths ago. What a fabulous collection \| Sl
he hasg. Yo's A e \

/s/ Lyan (Hickman) . 8 £/ L

(GMC: Yes, I consider it exceedingly poor sporis 25
manship to carry all these wild tales and nasty s
rumors about Stu. As was pointed out, there ’&\ 3
wag nothing wrong or unethical in Stu's method ;X i
of campaigning, and whosver i% was that started { \ :
that whispering canpaign about !vote~buying! X '
ghould have tolid ALY facts ingtead of Just whisg-s \WA : ;
pering anonymously about it. Maybe it wasn't in L S28 3 .
the test of taste and should be forbidden ‘a the N
future, but rumor-mongeriag and involving inno- % \

cent bystanders in this hush-hush poison-pen 7/< \ R

type of zossip. is not the way to do it. Ted's Lt
comments were mild compared to that, and at least in the open,) ‘e~



Joan Et Annie Linard, 24 rue Petit, Veeoul, .;/\‘
4

H. Sne France; Vesoul le 23d of March 1957(sic) el

- - x P L«-::;’: 2
Dear-MF, Carr good ehild , NN S & (-
- * my \““} ‘-N_._,,.._/__i:://’

Whether you should be of scandinavian descent el
or elee is no sufficient excuse for showing that of
prejudice in favour of so mach Frensh adniseible 1n :
Tapa someday, and publicly, t00. We are not Fapalens Gy B e 08
ourselves yet, granted, but let us say we have not spent 2% years exclusively confine.
ing ourselves on reading English and English only and nothing plse go as to get ao-
custored to it better, and also precisely in a sort of mearch for something elge and
other than sheer stupidifies in gur own lanzuage, WO have not tried to Join such a.
gelected cirele of foreigner with all what it neans of waiting and preparation, to
found there French writs in that haven spreading again under our blue eyes.

W\

=\

Ry

You should contribute nore, seens 1it, to make Unan Dumdness to withdraw away,
even under honourestis pretenses, and be, for us at least, & 1ittle nmore ageinst it,
and if not, even though we do not care for the whon that wants aleso son® Franch in
Fapa, we shall cone to doubt you ever te of Ssandinavian descent, atill even nore
vou really know the slightest it sbout jazz as an entity =- in general.

Your rmch apparent cpinion there (inferior to, you say tho you do not say to
what hence we canft tut agree on bYoth foet)s.

(GMC: You mean, "Present-day Jjazz is entirely different fron (and in ny
opinion, inferior to) Jazz as it was played in the Twenties"..?) :

..ghows vou rether refer to Chase Mugic
(also ¥mown for 28 yrs. here as Hunt Music): that is a muslc of the good roung &ge
at the time you got across if sorehow, -

(GMC3 Wall, I rmst say I never heard Jazz referred to as "Chase Music" before,
but the way you define 1t, ie, "a music of the sood roung age at the time you
got across it", the tern is cortainly apt... Foys were chaging girls and girls
were chasing boys and we wore all chasing after & good time.,,.."Hunt rmeic!

.

ign't an inappropriate name for it, elther. If you get what I nean.)

It chows you equelly just get some (1inited
don't ory, you are not slone of the sase) cpturated ears to the extent even a good
corkscrew couldn't be of any useful uae.

Still on Chage chapter, when you speak of the jezz §teve Allen presents, eh...
vou see what I mean.
gee what you mean
(G}i0: Sorry =~ I'm afraid I don't/-- did you happen to see that particular
broadcast. to which I referred?)

You- goen vor0e one oY thdse out of IIhe purist nore, but of
course there are so many of ones like you there is nothing to swloglze about.

Your feud with Walt Willis apparently lacks too ruch vigor to be a boax, hence
mach less interesting for us (to read only: feeling ig ancther thing) so that in
both hypothesis we are sorry. Besides the point of being anti~U3 aianted, we always
wondered how could the fact be affecting anvhody, especially United States normally
mentalconst ituted fans.

(GMC: WAW certainly eeems to think he has been accused of being anti-US slanted
and the vigor with which he protests this imaginary charge is almost enough to
get one to wondering if there wasn't some truth "Methinks, etc, doth protest..’




I presune you are of those new younz editors who are trring also their first
publication on us, and we can‘%, sa we do with the others, including with ourselves,
we can't but encourage you nyr boy. I an not firmly sure you are & Loy, tho.
should know better, of course, and in any case, please edjust an reposition of the
gender here, Seeing as over here (we live in Prance, Zastern France) "Jean" ig a
pale name (pron. like gome pron tan! in "ghanece'

(GMC: Pronunciations of "chance" vary over here from "Ann" ag in a girlts
nenge to "am" ag in a bdeard...)
or like it should be pron. ‘an! in
"restourant", and once for all, not like "Gene"), I may eurprise you, sir, gaying
"Gertrude! here is a zirl (or rather a lady's) nams,

(GMO: Well, it has been definitelyr established in FAPA that Gertrude
ie no ladyeases Agk Jack Speeﬂ)
And I an a m\le' HON' 1t 1.
Annie who is the female element, & name we gather which is over your country a sort
of gun-srioked male name, nore especially willed to doge, tug-boats, intellectual or
naked showbiz stars, and suwh artistioly slanted sweet animal characters.

(GMC1  Aleo 1ittle orphans,.,,.)

0 . o s . o s i b A — - -

BUT I (for example) arm even a quesrest homosexual, dag, ~Annie-

L

Outside of that, we 1iked your new fresh magazine very much, for its stapples
still more: they lend to be removed gagy and Consequently easier to replace. Many
editors send macezines one has to replaca stapples, naturally, but some are not
precautionous enocugh to nake thenm eaglly renoveble, even though them stapples are
dirt and anyway unfitted to thickness they yet are s hell to pull out. You make
not that error and we appreciate. ,

(((6NC¢ Bmmriv.s I suspect this guy 18 trying to kid me. ZEvery issue of 02
hag from 3 to 6 staples, cinched down with a hapmer, and buried under a
laysr of binding tape., If thoge atapleg are eagy to get out, I wonder
what the difficult ones arg 1ike?1?? )

In one of our next fapagine to come, ecalled
WIG PUNTN (("What I sotta put up with this nonsense)), we shall have 80m8 more dig-
Cussing upon and about layout, The firgt (the two first) lssues of Erratis, for
instante, being the dasical topie of what we consider eg the best in neat and sane
managements. But yours im not se bad, and we do not diglike. In tha$ 1line, you .
should put more "drawing" by GMO? Who is he? and who are, in the real 1ife people
ycu nickname or invent asg a bugband and such? We used to belleve cnly in Harrogate
could grow up some young parano creating selfe-created persons Person, and didn's
thought 1t'd hold overseas that way, too.

(eue; Hi, Ron{ Mr. Carr & Cecil evidently ghsira a 1ot in ¢ormon,.,. or a
cormon lot? I suspect thig will be news to Mr. 0ary -~ I woader how Cecil
feels about it?)

Anywey, thank you for the mazazine; we do not deserve 1%; no more than veu dew
serve this letter. 4s you may know we ((I, the seripter)) aro 111, end quite vnfone
nactivated for past months ani still rext past months to come, AnA 72 po% wrile, Not
‘aying it is a honour, a lo‘ter of coment from Vesoul is not & frocucn® thing, Dge
pecially when it cones once only all in all, Whieh, I gusss renenbering right, ig
not quite the case with you, begidea.



Bravo for your first issues (strangely numbered by the way). If you send more
we ghall be glad. If you're a boy, Annie tenderly kisses you, and in the reverse
case, I 4o

Tenderlys
_ /8] Jean Linard

(GMC: Neofan Carr returns Annie's tender kiss with fire and passion ..
(gizzle, sizzle)... But, alas, Jean gots only a chaste, Grandmotherly
embrace, /Mr. Carr insists on the proprietics being obgorved. ../ Thanks
for the letter and the snapshots. To those of you less fortunate, lot
mo say that the pix discloso Annie as & Yuxom, brigcht-eyed brunette,
with an impish emile and dimples; Jean (pronounced with an ntaym" as in
the Gaelic version of Hitcheock's given name) is shown to bo a brush-
hoadod blond with a Flattop haircut of the Butch varicty, neatly close-
to-head cars, a sober expression and & cloft chin. A handsome couple
and a tender kiss from either one ~= or both, for that matter -- wouldn't
be at all hard to take.)

4 i o S g e e o
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ALAN DODD, 77 Stanstead Rd., Hoddesdon, Herts., Englend.
6th March 1958

Dear Gem,

Hi again., A few more things for you, af ter
thanking you for the last letier and the clippings. As
you'll see from the enclosed I've been working on & cou-
ple of things recently -- also saving up a few clippings
for you, which as you'll see are much in the temure of
the other ones, of which as you guess I did only send
two lots. I can't imagine who gent you the other pleces
but the Beporter that you nentioned is new to me, I'd
never heard of it before.

(GNC: WAW sent it -~ still don't know who the rest
came from. I must be getting used to the British
Press's shrill agitation. This batch didn't irk
me nearly so badly -- in fact, some of them sounded
rather pitiful, as tho they were written by someone
who was very badly frirhtened. But the one I got
the bigzest charge out of, wes that letter column
on the reverse of the horrendous account of the
fire on the US Airbase. Ispecially taken in con=
junction with that diatribe about McCarthy (God
rest the poor men's soul) saving, "..in Britain,
every decent-ninded person held him in contemptlV,.
the following plaint seemed to tickle my fancy:
Quote "It is a pity that we British have no
politicians with the gincerity and guts
of the late Senator Joseph McCarthy. --
F. Robinzon, Kingston-Avenue, Stony Strat-
ford, Bucks." Unquote. )

Um -~ I guess we'll have to admit that no people of
ene country can ever really look at the seme problem throug
eve. It's just a seening physical impossidbility. Like
one of the characters says in the replies to Capt. Hogan
who was on that U.S. base - we!ve been occupied too long.
So it is safe to compare the feelings of the Southerners
to the carpetbaggers to the feelings of & number of peo-~
ole here to foreign troops but I can't help feeling I'd

-
~
-




like to see Juat what the feelings of g0 many would be if the USAF ware paid the same
og the RAF - about 3 dollars a week.

(@MC: I dare say there is o tremendous smount of jealousy because of the
money. I remember during WWII I was with the Army Transport up in Prince
Rupert, BO, and there was a great deal of hard feelings because Cnnadian

and US employees worked in the samo shops — even at the samé bench =- do~
ing the same work and the US employee got fantastic pay in comparisom to

the Ognzdian. Sometimes he'd get in one day (with overtime) what the Con-
adlan took home for a week!s work., But that was the poliey of the Canadian
Government in sn effort to check inflation. Unole Sugar would no doubt have
paid the Canadians double what they paid their own employses 1f they had
Weon permitted to, becauge the US Officials there were prastically fawning
all over the Canadian population in an effort to gain their cooperation and
good will. I guess the only thing that kept the situwstion from rankling too
badly was the fact that there was no place to spend the money -- ligquor wae
rationed; the Americans brought their own women -~ and the Canadian residents
vho wers already established in Prince Rupert vefore the Americans came. lived
in better housing conditionss Although the Americens were getting more pay,
there wasn't mch they could do with it, eo it didn't sting so badly.)

I'm certain feelings would change almost overnight if such troops had no money
and a)lthough 4t's an ingenious thought I ean't really imsgine epies trying to sneak
onto US bases hore under the guiss of the Queen,

(GMC: Well, maybe not == but as McCarthy and a few others pointed out, in
$hig sountry they managed to sneak into a lot tighter places than airbages;
they got into Atomic Research, the State Department, the War Department, and
sven ?it looks very much like) into the Supreme Court itaself} The disguises
they used =~ as we can see in the cesoe of Alger Hiss and Robert Oppenheimerts
‘friends! == were every bit am fantastic as the possibility that the Queen
might present herself, unannounced and unexpected, at the wide gate of a US
airtase demanding admigsion!) (Please note, nobody said she did == but one of
the US soldiers was severely condemned by the British Press for saying that
he would not admit without the proper credentials ‘even the Queun, herselft),)

Then agein you'll see the Comrunists turn this hatred to thelr own ends as you'll
find in the other clippings.

(GMC: These clippings referred to a Communist-organized "march" on the Airbases
where thousands of paraders carried "Yank Go Home" placards, etc,)

There's no way of changing the press either, They'll
alwavs be like it and we can dnly just read it and not change it, just as the English
can be an aircraft carrier for the U.S. and do nothing. ‘'aint things frustratihg at
times? risk becoming

(GMC: I wonder == would the English peally prefer to / another Hungary or
Poland for the Russians to gobble? Would it be pleusanter to have Soviet
goldiers shoving them around with boyonets on their guns than it is to have
the American G.I.s merrying their girls and buying up all their liquor?)

Ah, well let's sit back in our armchoir and pretend we don't see these things.
We can always stop taking ths papers.

Best again, .
(GMC: I gusss we might as well -~ there's uod.de}-ir/xgg, Dodd]
nothing else we can do abouf it...) A el



7220 R b7ty 3 (Pt 2 Attle Kottty ‘C‘;W "’Z”#*“ :

JRRATIC #3, Jim Caughran, Pakistan., Interesting account of his trip to Pakisten, but
all too short for the novelty of the subject matter. Guess there's o lot more truth
to the old adage about not being eble to see the forest for the trees... here's Jim,
with a chance of a lifetime to describe a firsthand account of a country as now and
different to tho majority of US fandom as the US was to the majority of overseas fans
whon Willis doscribod it in his HARP STATESIDE. So what does Jim fill up his mag with?
A lottercol discussion of desegregation in the South....

YANDRO #61. Bob & Juanita Coulson. Beliove it or not, this is the first fanzino that
I know of (effhand, that is,) which compares with ASTOUNDING SF in one point: ie, the
editorials are more interesting than the fiection! Which is no reflection on the lat-
tor, at that. Guess I'm Just gotting eff to a slow start in appreciating YANDRO,
becaugo I find that (like warts) it 'seoms to grow on one'.... Or maybe it is just
that sinco I met the Coulsons at Midwestcon, I can botter appreciate friendly flavor.

HYPHEN #19 - Walter A. Willis. At last tho UK fans had a chance to got the feel of a
genuine US-~type Conveontion. This LONDON WORLDCON issuc is a miniature Harp Statoside
with a lotter column attached... oxcxpt that it describes US fandem as it looks in the
UK instead of in the US. Interesting and amusing in the Irish manner... alboit the
roport was written by Jamos White insteod ef Walter A. (Ghod) Willis.

Fr¥#3 ~ Pierrc Vorsins, Primerose 38, Lausanne, Switzerland. A delicate and graceful
gserios of illos entitled "The Female Function as shown by Male Art, History, Psycho-
logy, 4Analogy & Desire". Unfortunatoly I am not the proper gender to appreciate gym=
bolism depioting femeles as, varieusly, a door, a carpet, a hole or a prop, no matter
how gkillfully done.... Perhaps & serieg of telcphone poles, pawnbrokers emblems,
church spires, etc. would find a warmer reception from femfenne.

HI! (BEEZPSKY #3) - Eva Firestons. Intoresting comments, editorializing and letters
all jumbled togothor in the customary Firestono-~formmt. It adds a piquancy to the
reading that almost makes up for the difficulty of disentangling, and this "Fanzine-
For-(Over-Forty'! is recommendod to thos fang able to qualify....

SCIENCE FANTASY NEWS #15 - Clarko(s) & Sanderson. Gosesip (self-styled) and chatter
about plans for this year's Con, Chinose cooking (British housewife version), Sputniks,
wire tapes, fanzines, and whatever happend to interest the editors at the moment...

THE SAUCERIAN BULLETIN, V.3,#1 has six litho'd pages including a snapshot of Maj. Koy~
hos -~ (Hooeee! Is HE a sour looking drip!) -- James Moseley (Mmnm, handsome!) -~ and
a posed portrait of what is supposed to be a Tibetan Lame, T. Lobsang Rampa cormplote
with halo. More inside dope on the Flying Saucers and Saucerers... #2 roveals that
the Lama wasn't quite so holy as ho may have looked to be on the first glance... but
they love him anyway!

FANAC #3 & 4 « Torry Carr & Ron Bllik, News-notes of current interest, most promiesing
of which (to me, at least) is the intriguing notice that Nick & Noreen Falaaca may be
gunning for the World Science Fiction Society, Inc. Knowing the stilstto~keen gatire
of which the Falascas are capable, and the deadpan do-gooders who comprise their tar-
set, this r.ally ought to be worth watching.

METROFAN #8, David MacDonald, editor. 4 pp litho-offset bearing announcements of Club
sfiootings and promiges of a forthcoming "Oid Style Conclave~Convention!! A teasing
reminder that New York City has probably enovgh fang in 3t alone to put on a full-scale
convontion twico the size of theo London (go-called "Worid") Convention if they could
lay off squabbling among themselvos long enough to gev together for one.




RUR #4 & 5 ~ Dave Riko & Carl Brandon. Tanzine comments nostly in #4, plus a bit of
vditorial coumenting about which would be preferable, a summer in New York or SOUTH~-
CATE IN '581 Gadl That ought to be simple... Now York will always be there and next
summer (1959) will be Jjust as hot as this one, but SOUTHGATE IN !'58 comes only ence
in & lifotinol #5 is full of some of the funniost torror I've ever run across ~- and
I mean "funny - Ha Ha'. The idea of any decent, rospoctable US citizens going into
such a tizzy of fright because the US Government soends around of couplo of investiga-
tors to check on thoir character before taking thom on as omployees, strikes me as
laughable. If theso boys haven't anything worse on their conscience than belonging
to 84PS, FAPA and the CULT, they cortainly ought to rest easy... But the thing that
tickled me most of all, was the fact that they had tho Perfect Alibi right at hand
and were too scared to uge itl All they had to do was hand the investigabors a couple
of GEMZINES.... After perusing thoge 1104 Old-Guard Republican, Pro-McCarthy, red-
blooded American publications, the dazed Investigators would undoubtedly have patted
them on the head and murmured, "Bless you, my children.,."

NFFF ORGANIZATION, Pres, Ralph Holland., Another organizational chart for the dear
old Dying Monster... Liko an army in a Comic Opeora, there are nmore Officers in NFFF
than thero are Privates, but so whatt Lay on the gold braid and brasas... it's all in
fun and tho more egeboo, the botteor fun. Commentworthy, tho, is the fact that the
plang for NIFF participation in the SOUTHGATE IN '58 Con are shaping up to a degroe
uagoon since 1952 and the CHICON II. Thie ought to be a lively year,

THE NATIONAL FANTASY FAN, Feb, 1958, On time, for a change (or nearly so -- heck,
what's a month or two between Neffere when Racy is OE?) Lots of new namos and plenty
of tho old ones, which is as it should be. After all, who's going to steer the neos
into the proper crifanac if the case-hardened old tirmors don't?

SHANGRI~LA, George Fields. Mood nusie from the past cons to work up forvor for this
coming one... BReprints of fannish highlights long past, plus hoop~la for tomorrow's
glory. Not bad reading, tho, and if vou haven't sent your buck to Sneary, Woolston,
Moffat or Fiolds, woll, there's no time 1ike right nowl

TOMORROW #2, Niels & Jos Augustin, Jacques Veltmanstr.30, Anstordam-Slotervaart,
Notherlands, 12 for $1, it says here, but anybody thatls got norve enough to charge
that price for 2 sheets of 83x12 paper, even if it IS cut and folded to make an 8 pp
4x6 booklet, ousht not to be surprised if he doesn't gzt very nany... Allowing a

full measure of awestruck admiration for their gkillful handling of a fanzine in what
is, to them, a "foreign langunge", it must bo admi tted that it really ien't very much
& one,.. Hepecially pince almost half of it rune to fanpoetry, and fanpootry even at
its best (and who should know better than I?) is usually pretty cruddy. But fanpoetry
hurdling the double hazards of avent-garde format and translation to an alien tongue, ..
Well, take rmy word for it, I don't think you will find it worth a dollar for 12 iahs,

CRIFANAC #6 - Orville Mosher. Hoo BOY! Is THIS somethingl Just when we just about
figure we've hoard the last of Orv ag a fan, he ups and springs some thing like thig

on usl Litho and/or print; siick paper; pen and ink drawings, full pogze illes, BNTF &
Pro contributors on all 40 of the 83x11 pages! Beautifullr done, all in black and
white, but for sone reason it fnlls short of the glory the individual items would in-
dicate, I suspect it is becauge Orville ained a little TQ0 high.... It is an close

to Pro standards that it ig Judged accordingz to Pro quality. Unfortunately, it is a
vastly different thing to bo at the very botton of Pro quality, than it ig to bo at

the very top of fanzine status.,, CRIFANAC, alas, is not in the same class with
SKYHOOK or QUANDRY....In pulpzine format, instead of fanzine format, I suspect it would

rate along with RAP's "MYSTIO, !
Se¢ you in SCUTHGATE IN !'58% Xé%;izszgz



