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Stencilled by Douglas Webster at Idlew!d, Wountainhall Road, Aberdeen. from oddg 'n'

ends, bits ¢f letters, & all the dir%, dup. by JMR; & issued with Fido, Almeri,
% % % % % %* £

During the early days of lay, a very strange missive appeared at the
above address: a thin, rolled-up cy‘Lndf-*r, The covering address gaid it was from
DRSmith at Smith's address, but this Han't foed anybody -~ I well knew the Man From
Mars might be playing tricks. T'mrolled; the wrapper said "For Good Staticnery,.T.H.
Smith & Son..1250 Branches" ‘no relat.on of DRS...but more of this later, if +theve's

reen)., -Inside was a long ssroll which I unrclled like they do in the picture-books:

written in red & black scrip$ of varyihg sizes was the following impudent statemente-

-« PRCLAMATION -~
To hon It May Concern..

WHEREAS it has been brought to Ovr notice that one Richard George Medhurst
has inaugurated a Jampaign fur Drawing the Fangs of 9mith by calling
him "Ray®", and

WHEREAS Ve regard this as an unprovoked Aggression caused by the notorious
Maliciousness ¢¥ the said Medmrst,

WE HREREBY PROCLATM he formation o? a Society for Annoying Medhurst, which
will diligently pursue a course of unremitting hostility to uhe said
Medhurst ~nd a2is fat-headed opinions,

Given under Our Hand this third day of May, A.D. MCMIXXXI
Ray

& Round abou* the 'Ray'! were some alassy lightning flashes which, not being

Harry Turner, I won't iry to reproduce. I gaould add that Menbership to either '!:he
CDFS or the SAM may be iad on espplicgtion {o DVebster, self-appointed Hon.Sec. of eac
organisation. I say "nay" implying "May not", because membership must be active &
avproved in each case Vy Dictator Medhurss of the CDRS or Dictator Smith of the SAM,
(And if the Americans &n't notice something just a teeny bit satirical in the whole
thing, they should be sict.) DY hereey makes sure of his membership of the CTOFS by
remarking that when he tcok Latin at school, MOMXXXXI dfdn't meean ']ust very much.,

Shame on you, Donnie! ILembers of Group 2 ."the live-wires") of Tgo's PAN MAIL will

remember that the CDWS has teen going strong for some while, with unprecidented results

$ # # # # e % "

And now s¢mething which yeu probebly won't find elsewhere, Doubtless I
bresk all the rules of ethics & personal confidence, but . , . well, here's -~
CSYoud: "I was lucky snough to be unable 4o fall publicly for the cJingle’con swindle,
Z‘Sam made mention of it in FenMail, together with interesting remarks on Americen
temperament (note number of 19 autqors & fans who have committed suicide); but this
was seen by only 8 peopleJ Russell Chauvenet writes:- "“Recently Rarl Singleton...
oo left fandom by the ingenious expedient of having his room-mate...mall around person-
al letters to certain key fans, announcing Rarl's "suicide". This "suloide" story
vas pure Bologna, but it was gulped &own by all fans with the exception of myself end
Art Widner, both of us being personal friends (?) of ®arl, whom Tarl had kept in the
dark with the other fans,  Te thought there was somethlng smelly in the tale and our
investigations have revealed that Earl is not only in excellent health but alsc thgt
he has left Cambridge and gone to Vaskihgton DC.. Just at the moment I type this no
decision has been reached - I am in fevour of announcing the whole thing to fandom Sut

“am awaiting a lﬂttar from Art wvho is row due to give me his opinions. If you notice

any report of “suicide of a fan" England you are quite free to make sultable corr-
"

Thich strikes me as very funny, especially vhen you rememder Nictator

1

e



ol e

v - - — e T e IR Y Tl e

_2/ Tucker's demise a few years ago (or was it Jack Narrow's?) However, there are
‘some interesting details, Tor interesting ( tut-tut, 'for instance,'Il mean - 1
don't trust that Correctine either), why should Singleton engineer such a spoof {un~
less he had too much work to get through, in which case, why should he agree to spend
sn emormous amount of time vriting a regular 3=-page column for SPACEVWAYS?), &, more
important, why should he leave Cambridge if he had a scholarship there ? Probably
Americans are craz¥. o o » Then the latest (April) igsue of Art Widner's mag FANFARE
comes in, TDedicated to Rarl Singleton".,  Miske "explains" the suicide, and is quite
‘ridiculous; but then Miske's like that, for he identified ES with himself, Lowndes
expounds in a trey' poem, & is less ridiculous in that he says less. Art himself
says he's somewhat ignorant in such things and draws a symbolic cover which would be
renk bad taste but for the fact that it probably proves he had indeed considerable
doubts about the "suicide® when he drew it,  All in all, an interesting affair.
* * *® % ® ® *
JMR: "Incidentally, last issue of Gent must have slipped up on_stf interest - new
reader T,Hughes of Birmingham ﬁelcome to madness, THughes!/ wants to know how
it's connected! h/_'I‘his is a question which has worried greater minds. The Brains
Trust were left yammering % quite nonmplussed; % I am thinking of applying to Ray.
Still, fans are connected to stf, aren't they? Stf. extract follows./ =
”» = b % %
JACK BANKS: "Perhaps you'll permit a newcomer to fandom to air a flew remarks in The
Gent, /In general, only newoomers write remarks which can be aired in 4he
Gent - what the oldtimers write is too hot}] Concerning ®ric Hopkins' remarks &n "The
Tinal Tar" (I only reed a part of this story, when about 13 years old, but still have
vivid recollections of it). The point I wish to make is that a great debt ia owed by »
3.7, to the German writers, = Stories such as Bermhard Kellermen's *The Tunnell, f‘;qj;
published in 1913, or the triology "Gas" by Georg Kaiser (1912-20) stand forth as
notable novels. "Gas" deals with the mechanization of humanity by ‘factory lebout, =
- the attemot of a millionaire's son to liberate. the slaves of industry. He flajls, for %
the workers peefer the quick gain thatsmachines bring, to natural isbour in the ‘open 2
air. (There would appear to be an analogy with present conditions here,)__ The story i
ends with the extinction of all & everything Wy a pellet of poison gas, /Namn useful .‘:h
ideai7***0ther novels which do not seem to have been translated into English are Al=-
fred Noblin's "Tadzeks Kampf mit der Damp fturbine® % "Berge Meere und Giganten" oub- i
lished in '18 & '24 resovectively. In the words of a writer on German literature, the
former “comes to epic grips with machinery", while the second is of "the age of the
superman, with machinery supreme, A D 2'700-5000"0-ﬁith all due regard: if machinery
were supreme, then su,nerman0“27 With the aid of the volcanoes of Iceland man frees
Greenland from the ice, but nature takes its revenge. According to the writer quoted
above, the author "subordinates the story to the problem of the mechanization of the
cosmos".  Then of course there's Thea von Harbou's "Metropolis", made famous by the
£ilm. Lﬁaven't seen the film, but anyone who wishes to borrow the book from me is in
for a sumptuous treat_c.] Considering the above examples, & then r2membering Donald
Tollheim's outright condemnation of "Druso" in Sep 34 W, S., without even reading it,
merely beecause the author was German DAY, like all michelists &fmeny fans, is intol=-
erant; but like 21l of us, he evolves/, leads me to wonder whad s the opinion of
fans on the merits of Germen S.%., unobscured by prejudice, /Fans will also remember .
mnany other stories by Germans in the old ¥3 - by von Hanstein, Gail, % several more,/
##%By the way, 1 wonder if Spohr is a Nazi?" Ef‘ he were, 'twould uphold Ragatzy./
" # " * ® ® ®
CSY:does not seem to agree with friend Ragatzy, & probably brings polfhics in the Gent
to a close, thus: "Tith regard to his anti-politics bunk, I thinkffric is quite
right. Possibly the best comment is Rdward Hulton's in the latest WORLD REVIEY:- "I
suggest that Prance fell because, folloving the 'Enlightenment’ of-? 18th. century,
she put away the spirit. A fentastic degree of corruption was tofé ated in politics
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3/ and business. There ware many hoz..e:' persons, such as the great mass of toilin
/’peasantso But there was anothner faull, These ‘ordinary, honest folk, in commen
with ordinary honest folk the world over, especially in America Lwnich is, I'm afraid,
true, % 31gn1flcanic7 ‘turned their bac,lf'a upon politics, = They did not f’eP'laé‘ that
pol 1t1cs ate 1life itself, and not some_ 'fsolated pursult like ballet-dancing ’~3n.,..0

r‘
.don't say it in front cf Harry TurnDrn or raffis-work!" L7nat nslther Sam 0ot

“Hulton realises is the- Fido readers ire just ordinary honest folk; « 20 herg endevh

L
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the politics lessions in the Gent, on to A.L‘l'mlsm_o/
* * %k % % %* % % # L3 % % * G %

“That do people read in dbath ? Do pecpt resd in bath ? If so, whv nat

buk 1§gh‘tnbss rcfsbptfa‘f_',' Angr:lh rrq?]__r-gnl 1's “‘flcellex‘}* WL 51_1_;/ s > .. _ ;u ey
_._-.———Rlﬁ B3 tndir i nearly always read Railway Mime Tables in wmy bath,” / A’h‘-ha}" e
Noup Tebstar: "T used to rely on the Fverynen MODERN HMOUR, before e friend ber Woie”

_a.t for a week, sbout a montr ago. ZBoo-noo] Mow I wouidn' 't think of bemg without

me US fannags preferably TuFa or THE D&MN THING." /Oh=hol/
Tohnr*y Burke: "I do MOT read in my ba‘bh T am glad to zay: I 4hink it's a deplovsble
habit."  /Ho-hun/
Eric Hoekins: "Ton't talk about read:.ng beoks in baths, you mske me rlush, Yo know
how modest T am, I don't get it, anyway, How on esrth ~ or ih %he ba‘Lb - do vou
keep the water warm? lFull expﬁtion of =his szoteric question in my letter,  Heve
you never heard of the Japanese, who light fires under the Ttath, with deviligh vove-
thought? They then resd the Koran, bu% I don't know what they think ebout,/ L al-
ways thought it was warmer in the South but I get quite cold after a time, fatte dme
possible to read in it, In fact, the only thing you cen read in my bath is the cvid-
ence that it was about time I had one, I-don't believe your merins (& as you drooped
a book in) submarine antics eand as for that o efaced & balgz.nh«b*a,um» lJ.."'"’ Burkeo.,
.o Curse your lying tongues, AS f‘wr e girl /friend of Johnny! B/ veading. Prendeasl higx
bath, why -.it.ain't decent it ain'ts . Serve Johmny right if she had c‘:‘.mpm,w Tpates
SEgrogg f Twas Tohnny s Treud - "Psychopa’c logy of ﬁ‘vcr’vday Life"s o » And now would {
everyone elle please tell me what & why fe' reads or doesn’ %, in Dbathe « FC ease_‘,
5 " " ® " "

JULIAN F, PARR: "...Reminds we. I was talking to Anton just now, ebout iiterature”
(Ghu knows how we got onto that subject, but anyway, there we were)
/Any fan who begins to talk about anything *Ell find himsc:lf dicsc,ua.u ng litersture
within five minutes - nothing gholy sbout :Lt/ , and Anton seems tv he under some fuloe
impressions with regards to modern writing, He ges 1t is "me oEY: ‘Lc le to write a de=-
tailed, accurate account of, say, a working men's (or youth's, as he mentioned spge-
1f1ca11y) private life, i "bhcut coming up agains* the consor of public 1*0~*ali‘cy [lor
Joyce - or Lawrenc_gz . He wants to know (% you can include me in Thi 3} how you can
give a full account of conversations anong, say, a gang cf youths such ag we find &y
where, and retain the torne of the words without including the, shall L say, obazcene
references, which ars of‘{:en made, [’fou will find some useful tips in Orwell' s "Dovm
and Out in Paris % London" in the Penguinsj He considers it herdly pogsible, and yet
I think that these obscene refeorences and activities.ocan be represented in *che;k:: true
light by inferances or verresentetion in a higher cless of language,  That do you
think?" Z’fr‘vf'ell9 G‘ren't;lemen,_ what dn you ‘t}aink_?7 »

- : " »
THE SMITH: "After reading '°Mc|‘ark‘s blogranhy of the origlneal ny .30;1‘;*::-ut.\ on 4o the

- Mgame" consists of a suggsstion thet Youd bears a close resenblance bo the
young Giggar Kirding, in his fleir for postuy, ity now abandoned pazsion for the.

intellectuals, his enthusiasm f‘ur h,g:s magarine.  ard ,gaaveral pther similer things, even
his latest oro-Famire outlook," ~/¥agvi is a Louso./
THE YOUD: (T miss cut his estimation of I¥B, et as D-omiussed oub

5y

OSY, This sheet hepmens to be omli’ rentlest m”*
never guess 1t)s "I always think of "riec and bioxbert Modge toge t:.\,t
+o Fric. You are like T,7,0'Brien l/ thanks - card L be iy ﬂQu.Lv...:.l.bw
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iul @ distercnt L gpriochng, wxoept thei ke v deals,  BILT

an ancther Joaé, whidi®ie gexy Plettering « Yrith is nearer to

£Ze oo x . 2a-F 3 - iy 3 . v « N ~
o o2 'u;u;ui‘a (A Wntte My Godly Could I 8ee ihe original Miscadasch? [iesy/
LI *_ *® R % k% % vk o oA % K ® oW &
A ek \ - e 3 i 4 . . 3 et MR E i3
Y ALLE AL wvel: FUr some while T have thought that, c;c;-mi;dern-;g he's issving a speg=

lalised sheet, MNon Dcughty is ra 1er behind the times, Review:ing
e Mol ASTUUNTAING 1IN TEE I\ua‘, (aurryl § Wido 15 1o gueodi  Be wdris wove pep %
*peedier work, I have thereture deeided to cut ive the conienis of the next two or
three ASTUTNTTNGs, This is sinple t6 mer My k:Ao“rj_oc‘ge of the psycicicgy & logic of 3
Canpbell's prerevences in o ,cr"»tyx, s, authors, # acriisis makes it child s piay, & 1
= "Idh scTe personal kT*r*"r"Lédme ¢I" the authers, well , , o 4
Aril is esuziost, being soomest sfter the one Don reviews last. 2=-part
Ge Caip sevial afcer ‘re Fashion off "Divide & Rulel"y you wiil eppreciate that I
Sa comct give erery detail of siories &co , acvbe whough my geiretrating calculations
4 nay be, Rogers will cery dinly oraw the cover for this: a pleasantly coloured .
. eXox L. virtle & Pl of as tion; remdnuscert of my ¢ld rursery-tcoke He ~131 also
3 'L irate the siory, 2 he .1 Go the same with the lead-ztory in May, this being a
2¢ in Johmny Canypbell's boimet.  Dther storics in sprid b¥200.2% ME 528,.0
| trurtworthy , v Vogt (&iste), tw'geona.,gur*n.. sbout time fcr a von Rachen,,
; new doing a mcroth Yy, not an annuel; Sir T)cr-,,.get ting more difficultsos §
A sen A f\zn\m‘ % a zolence srticle on astroucmy - a Sulu of an article, illus~
' Wwarien: wocr L%t for some of Schreeman's - the ones for Jturgeon's garn. queerly,
are go.n ‘i:o give necple neostalzic memouries of 3C00PS, I think, In another pictare.
L8 pian iy are offl e, gk In et srrar..gu-y he has given some wench or other
T2 tacer (& very livtie cleihew, the navghty fel Jow); presurably in anticipaticn of !
“ie ronicwing wonth, I\Fav, whan a bwu-headed man is due b apears Schi:eeman thet he e
1 72t goang to gel the latter to illustraste, but Rogers focled him % did a much worse
job. T‘ruu £tudying Fanq,oe 1's psychology & Heinlein thrcugh his pal Ted Carmeil, I _
Aoresec Jeariy lhat " will be oy nim. a long one, called "iriverse"., SYchnee -'
: ‘ten dosy .'r::;' Lt of the tept ci the work = clever skeiches but 1*0 moye than sketches -
b With Kramé: 1 Looking éi:.\_.th Ss 1 dun'§ know whether t's res eily a secdret. bt Hein- X
ils pe gudearm, Ma.Domaid, has anvther story, roughly aboui atomic u.Lag‘ hears. Heine
19i mist be wd ng, a let jJuet now:  often two pﬂ“ ish er ASF. & sometimes one in
TNENOWN,  Rusgell's short is fumy, & his Martians lcok like the Arn-Mos ther, Other
stories by Asimey again, I #hirk Waiten., % a collabora*icn; the next issue (Ju*.e) is
g RS Bl Ln'{ scmebo dy like Rouckiyrne cors the cover with a screwy time-travel $
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To come back +te M,ay' Bussh Zampbarl \+Llf ~ 1 risspeiled ‘puzzle') thinks r o

'8 ahcul time 1he Beiileir Hic story was -J'~e;qhtened outy & 50 he will yresent = 4

Lol le e ‘dragran or 3zme, showing that the coman race ig guirg to get somewhers, Luy '

Wi quite sc Far as it does 4nm Acthur (larks's "anmcnd'*e o o Tith wiich, I ieave yous' .

% % * * * : _ :

. EC fror (8: “Wollewsmexirsct from Burke post~card: 'I'm afraid it will be no use send-

E ing May sbeniily as we hWave Leen biown cut of our office and are now inm - 2
anciher b’ aces ... whiers i1’ w te impossiple 1o gev at the duniicator.' Tio you know

your Socts voetur | Logt h: a7 "I'“-r-"or mortis conturbat me" L/Doe=n t saund like '%co#ch

1o mes, cone Figer nortis wt Wayl  Johrny suvgesus Michael but I fear poor old Mike- "
is broven down aiireadys™ /*V‘n.chp in case anycne didn't recognise it, is the swan- *

serg of THE F-AN'IAS”' the ouct funmag Bngland produceds  Those who dldn"t take it
m't vare, tnnse who did will pe thinking auy+hi:1g I might say, It had been arr-
+6€0 that. when San was called wp or got fed up {the latter happened first') the
ke 4 myvze 1 shoelid take cver, me sterciliing, Jchrewy duolicating, Without a
Fatoalor i Tith ‘H.-;q‘, a.xc, the Gent fiope as quickiy as possible. I had

© BIOPLNG 1T goirg In expuclation of the day wher Sam *voulé throw the goods over

: . mere to gein experisnce than anyiking else. I well krow that the Gent o

-2 2o Tomular with M™idc readers then wae Yaroull, =o we siide grascefullz, we
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