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The New Port News 179/Ned Brooks I hope the moving is going well; I have
finally finished the unpacking during the garage sale preparation and it took only 3.5
years. I'm sure you'll be faster.

Gosh, I guess I should be glad that I don't Windows more often. It would be very
frustrating to get those illegal operations messages.

I would think that squirrels and rats have different sized teeth and would therefor leave
different types of marks on the wires in the car. This was apparently not the only incident
lately, but I hadn't considered sabotage as a possibility.

Seasons #32/Binker Hughes It was good to see you at DSC. And I hope the job
search bears fruit soon.

Thanks for the compliment on the color work on the OOs. Unfortunately, those were
done with the printers at QMS and since Jeff has now left there, we will run out of them
at the end of the year.

I guess we're going to pass each other in the Box Scores going in different directions as [
sink back into my minacing ways and you keep producing meaty znes... *sigh*

I must admit that I still consider some stuff to be Men's Work. Killing cockroaches, for
instance. Climbing up on the roof, for another. If Jeff isn't inclined to do it, or can't for
some reason, I hire someone. Of course, that someone doesn't have to be male... Such
are my inconsistencies.

About the T-shirts. Yes, they're useable, but do you actually wear them? If they're just
sitting in a box, then they might as well be cut up. As for the wool scraps, I have a friend
who has just finished her second quilt, and she did it in plaid flannels. She did it using a
block that's called a ninepatch. The block is made up of 9 smaller blocks in 3 rows of 3
blocks each. It's usually done in 2 contrasting colors so that one of the colors forms an x
in the block and the other fills in. Say you used black and your dark plaids. A sample
block would look like this where B is a background color (such as black) patch and P is a
plaid one:

B P B P B P
P B P or B P B
B P B P B P

You would pick which way you wanted to do the blocks depending on which color you
wanted to dominate. Or you could alternate the 2 types of blocks to get an interesting
alteration of the plaids with your background color. To do them by hand is actually fairly






Speaking of the Internet and Hugo nominees, Jeff finally got tired of me griping about it,
and went and found all of the Hugo and Nebula nominees (and winners) since 1980. I
turned it into a spiffy little list with room to check them off as I read them, and just for
you, Guy, I'm attaching it to this zine.

We saw Primary Colors recently ourselves and enjoyed it tremendously. I don't even
think it comes that close to Clinton, but I do think it has some good insights on the
campaign process and how people get sucked in. Lost in Space was the first one this
year to win the JJ Copeland Unexpected Scary Stuff award. This goes to the movie that
publicizes itself as being for families/children and then sneaks in stuff that makes JJ go
running out of the theater. Since a parent has to go with him when this happens, we are
not amused.

Oh, gosh, the temptation to take just a small nap when I'm home all the time. This has
been my big downfall. But, as I am getting more geared up to do the quilt art thing, I'm
getting better about not being distracted. I no longer nap, but the books are still often too
tempting... A Carl Hiaasen one, how's that for synchronicity?

Good to know that Ulrika won TAFF. We're getting her zine in the mail nowadays and
it's nice to know that old friends are still out there doing their thing.

There's a web interactive game where you make words from famous names. Elton John
isn't too bad, but Aaron Burr is a pain. There's just not enough there to work with. 1
gave up playing it when it became clear that some people had gathered the names and
made lists at home, then ranked the lists in point order and were typing them in as fast as
they could type. Maybe they've given up on that stupid idea, and gone on to bother
someone else by now. (One of the drawbacks of the Intemet is the large number of
people with sophomoric humor.)

We also liked The Fifth Element. I think we've rented it twice now. Gattaca was wierd
in an art movie sort of way. I think I agree with you on Men in Black winning the Hugo.

So, how's the computer doing? Or have you actually gotten a new now?

I actually like Gene Stewart's piece in Challenger. A good, solid zine. Keep 'em coming.
See my comment to Binker this time for major quilt talk. I'll talk more next time about
the piece I'm working on now, but since it's currently still in the conceptual stage, I don't
want to talk about it for fear of losing momentum.

Have you seen Kevin Kline in In and OQut? He's fabulous and it was a great movie. I

especially love the dance scene where he tries to keep from dancing but his legs still want
to dance.






Confessions of a Consistent Liar 66/Arthur Hlavaty Yes, since commenting on
Trygve as a name, I read an article in the camera about some fellow in Nederland who had
a do it yourself cryogenic chamber for his grandfather. The article was about him being
deported, and his name was Trygve. Life in Boulder....

I disagree on the order to read the Heinlein in. I've already mentioned my fondness for
Citizen of the Galazy in my comment to Guy. I wonder how many different rankings we
would get if everyone in SFPA did it?

Peter, Pan & Merry #17/David Schlosser Colorado got an extra dose of wet
weather but that only brought us up to a medium low amount of rain. Certainly, no
flooding, etc. that would make the national news. Of course, our monsoon season is
August, and that's when we have a chance of flash flooding normally, so we'll see how this
year is.

That's too bad to hear about the tax exemption for selling a home being a lifetime deal. I
thought it was for each sale. I know the exemption for people over age 55 was a once
only deal, but none of the stories I read in the paper carried that info about the new code.

No problem, Jeff can take all of you to Disneyland with him. I'll go fabric shopping at the
quilt store in Santa Monica that opened after we left LA.

I hate to just say RAEBNC at this point, so I'll stick in this story about Allie opening her
own savings account. Typing your name actually made me think of it. We went to the
grocery store where the closest bank branch is located on Tuesday. Filling out forms,
talking about all the normal stuff, then the teller explains about the mother's maiden name
thing. Ilaugh and she gives me a funny look. Allie says "Schwarzin" quickly and gives
me a so-there look. Then the teller asks her to spell it. Ha. Stumped, just like the rest of
the world. But she'll have to leamn it now.

oblio no. 116/Gary Brown Uh, oh, I'm afraid Allie may have missed the
window on selling her Beanie Baby collection. We better put a page up on the web, or
sell them on e-bay really quick while they're still a craze. Fortunately, she didn't take the
tags off of them because she doesn't really play with them, she just put them on her shelf
and she wanted to keep the names straight.

Yea, it's a pity that there's no waitlist but Curt Phillips is doing his best to send folks our
way. I've gotten 2 emails this week asking about SFPA because of his referrals. We'll see
what comes of it.

Inzer was at DSC and seemed to be doing pretty well, considering. Gosh, just think, you
missed George, and seeing The Fabulous Fifi Hoist at the SFPA party. Now aren't you
sorry you didn't make it to DSC?



Well, my pagecount certainly seems to be plunging. This zine may help some; I have lots
of natter, my Hugo checklist, and a decent attempt at comments. Not to mention another
in the series of crazy Boulder stories.

Tennessee Trash #33/Gary Robe Okay, maybe you can explain this to me,
what the heck is T-ball? How is it different from Little League, or baseball? JJ wanted
some baseball equipment and we were looking at bats and some were labeled T-ball and
others were labeled baseball and I sure the heck couldn't tell the difference.

Jeff printed the artwork for the OOs when he was working at QMS. We take the pages
with the art to the copy center and then do a b&w copy of the TOC onto the art pages.
We'll be running out of them the end of this year.

It was good seeing you and your family at DSC. Tell Corliss that my daughter was very
impressed with my gold toenails. Especially since they matched my Schoil sandals so
well.

We're just now watching the fifth season of Babylon 5. T am cheered to hear that Byron
bites it, because I really dislike this whole subplot. I'm looking forward to seeing where
the Londo stuff goes.

Comments/Steve Hughes The wedding photos are lovely. And I really envy
you the honeymoon - the beach shots are beautiful and I'm such a beach lover.

Well, we had the DSC party but Dolbear was the only one who showed much interest and
he hasn't followed up. I'm counting on the next OE to be in the south and do some
recruiting.  Altho, thanks to Curt Phillips, we have a couple of good leads right now.

Interesting argument to Guy about the death penalty. I like your discussion of accepting
the risks.

I've been debating whether or not to see Dark City. Ebert loved it and I've been
seriously disagreeing with him lately so I had my doubts. Your recommendation puts it
back on the to-see list.












Tests don t teII
the whole story

I am wntmg in regard to. Educatlon
- Fads Have Weakened  Schools” ‘by

~Joan Beck of the Chicago Tribune
(Commentary in the Thursday, March
5, Daily.Camera). Frankly, I am quite
« weary of the harsh criticism of Ameri- |
can schools ‘and. students ‘Joan BeckJ
tells ‘us we are in 'major..trouble: be-
" cause our high school seniors could-
only beat out kids from Cyprus and,
South Africa in Math, and essentxally
-no one on Physics test scores, as if this!
were the only way to measure the suc-,
cess of American adolescents and chil-|
dren How sad.

* Ms. Beck suggests the way to cor-
rect the myriad of horrible blunders in!
American - schools which “include: i
“whole language,” “th)le‘r"r'lath”...-(aft-_i
er having taught 24 years I've never
heard that one!), busing, ability group- |
ing vs. mainstreaming, (her language). i
and Afrocentrism is by doing research. !
She suggests we .need a research
agency much like the RDA to create
credible research’ in Education and '
thus initiate a ‘sound directiori which
_wilfone day yield those high scores. |




