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on tuis frizic August moming stencilling commences on volume 7. numbeyr 1, BAPA
Numoer 18, whole number 24, postwar number 1, of Horizons, the onl. FAPA megawine
viaich-is alwers yellow. In accordsice with immemdrial custom, Horizons is repro-
cuced on the D.oubledoubletoilandtrouble Mimeogrash, stencilled on Macbeth, the
whole Droceedings under the direct supervision of Harry Warner, Jr., %5 Bryan
Place, Hagerstown K Maryland, who hopes the mimeoiny turns out as well as lastime.

In tue Dezinning

it seems quite 1likely that the

Although the situation is just now a bit muddl ed,
of the war., It were an

surrender of Japsn will materially saorten the duratio g
uwheard-of omission to fail to cmsider, among otaer things, tae immdiate future
of the MIA; besides, it may serve to keep us from thiaking of the last twelve
months. It seems quite improbable that 2 mailing will be as poor as this last
onse for some time to come, and it is guite possible that at least a iemporary
inerease in IAPA activities and interest may be forthcaming. '' AU the same
time, I believe it would be well to consider & thorough rovision of the FAFA
constitution. The present Gdcument has served woll curing its five Or six: years
of eristence; but altered conditions and gertain erperiences meke a nunber of

chanzes sdvisable. It isn't a matter t5 be rushed:; I'm suggesting it here with
the hope tiat the next meiling will see discussion of it, the mailing following
and a new proposed constitution

taat rebuttals =nd cFiticlans of the dlscussion,

put up for vote with the July elections in 1946, Meanwhile, here are a few sug-
sesbions: An end to the fired dues system, providing instead that dues each cal-
enday year snall be determined by fthe operating expenses of the FAFA during the
preceding 12 months (which is much better than annoy ing assessments); provision
thet the official editor may be reelected--tne five-year zap makes 1t necessary
to find five good men for the job evory five years, and at least 70p of the IAFA
troubles in the pastyhave been dus to i competency in this office; setiing a def-
inite period of time gl;"tg“x"' 4 mailing containing ballots is posted, to eliminate
the confusion cemsed when 2 mailing is late going outs elimination of ths laure-
ate and critics jobs, since taey're never filled Properly 2:yWays definite regu-
lations for credentials needed to 32in admission to the weiting list, retain a

vlace thwere, and 3aln admission to the FAPA; an approved procedure for tae offi-
ciel editor to follow when he must decide whether a mazazine contains wmailable
catioms mailed by anyome otisr

matter; disowning as part of the MpPaA any publi

than the offaled; and a clause that no re tiriny offieer or resimianz officer may
appoint nis own successor. '' Begides all this, the BAFA urgently needs a com-
pletion to Gate of the inde:: to its mblications waich Shaw begzen, and that sun-

mory of vice-presidential decisioms.

Review of Review of Review of Reviews of &¢

I am tempted to choose a as the finest publication of the mail ius-. How about

showing the method by which tie tremslator ciraumavizates the L6“71$'9arr011

pums , since ae does so admirably by the poetryt '' I glain & new BAIA record:

faree full and commlete copies of Fentas ti conglomeration No. 2 werw included in ;
ny parcel. SHtill ;rvish Aclerman would be serious in 1is FMAFA publicmations. !
Did anyone besides me actuelly play "Cry in the Wight"? It. is Araal.ly 2006 stuff,
chwus; coax someone who cen play the plano into zoing over iv for you. ' Nay,
nay, Dwnk, you don't aave to read the pros be a fam. '' 1 clairy no credit
whatsoever for assermbling the talrd issue of The scienceTFi .:t‘ion Sav ent, no mat-
ter how much credit Raym gives ne for tiis ope: ation. The other Ray.nish publie-
ation in this meilinz, "Plaintive Numbers", 1s sasily ‘he finest thing Raym weas
yet done for the FAPA. The posms are uneven in merit, most of them 1arred by
occasional lanses in taste and trite DPirases put all bear evidence iwf a real
talent. A couple of spots in "Bpicuria" rise to soma thing really emrellent. I |
am la»py to have been able to el) bring fis into being. '' Trouble 1is, Joe,

when you cell yourself a Futurist, peodls 7ill felk to yom about persiectives z
anG o0ils instead of lightyears ana mineoIrepitg . ‘Agide from the muddl.ad first Gwo
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£i1st pazes, & very ool igsue; my vievs o tie JFFF coiacide protty -ell with
Joe's, '' Tiae Fentasy Amateur does well to Doiit out a situation thet hss need-
ed attention for some time--tie dues—-but we'll heve to find some other method to
meet it thau the zssossment: betche we don't zet more tuen 5U% resnonse o tuis
call for four bits. ITuncidentally, the organization would save money by electing
official editors from the east coast. A lhasty count shows something 1like 29 mem-
bers in the eastvern seaboard. azainst 16 from California or thereabdouts--this
count omits the mid-westermers. furveismers, anc overseas service members. The
difference in postaze bevtween parcels zoinz 200 and those 30ing 2,000 miles  is
gsomething tremenjus. I question wisther Xen Bulmer has the activity credentials
2% tnis time for admission into the IAFA, incidentslly. '' Finding only one
Sugtaining Program and the already outdated decimsl classification in this mail-
ing was a dismal letdown; I lsd expected 2t least sim Speer effusions. The Sus
Pro is mostly of only acadsmic interest, being so dated by now, sltiougn tre dec—
imel listing of the Astounding stories is valuable. '' Time-Binder descends in
rquality cmnsiderably with this issue; it remains t0 be seen whether Lverett can
prevent it from falling into a rut of tiue descrintions of personal adequacy ei-
!@eriences, Much could be written about the conscientious objector situation, and
Mrs. VWesson's comments thereon. More to the point, thougn, wonld be a query wiy
this nation refuses ©t 2ccept cons cientious objection when the person in question
' bases his beliefs on otner than the orthodoz religious zrouads. As far as I know
it is inpossible to be accepted as a co if you nsven'® been an active participent
in the affairs of cne of the small sects waicih consider non-participation in war
‘a8 one of their cornerstonesof belief. MTiings are more liberal in tuis respect
4n 3ngland, although the c¢o there probably has a harder time of it in the end,
Tis issue of Zn Garde is probebly the best of them all. More like it, please!
"' Tgle of the 'Evans makes me womder vhy neavy colored stock cen still be pur-
chased although 10 mimeographing viite paper with more opacity than Kbberex is
Maaks a2 lot for taking up for re, Norm, and for the superb work
Rosco's #The Pen Hand" is the neatest

availagble, !
in these issues of beyond and Fan-Tods-

: e,
bit of BAPA fiction ia & leng whiles; it could have been 8O very, very bad, too.

Better start another line for you, Seedy. I can think of some reasably logic-
al answers to tho questions you ask, but I don't think they are the rigut mes.
Tie question of why some cadences sound better than others may be cue in large
Ipart siuply to tihe fact that we've heard them that way all our lives. The trad-~
litional full cedence waich concludes every composition or major I_Dal"t_ wereof up

| %0 the middle of the 19th century probably imm't based on any scientiflozlly log-

lical series of yibrations, any move tian fhe rrogressions compcsers now ued; it

| corteinly isn't logical to believe thaw the vew harmonies are an advance oil the

| 01ld, becawe lots of psople find it eaiser to wnderstand” and enjoy Stravi:r_lslﬁj
then Handel. Tie subordinated position of the plagal cadence, I've always De-
lieved, has happened because it has a sort of sugary sound. Isn: t it possible
that it sounds that way because we've heard it concluding every Lym we nav e &ver
been forced to listen 02 qL! JMaybe even long tiemo s cantain breaks simply be-

couge the mind demands a,5rest i’%‘ﬁgaépace, not vecause the mind translates en In-
strumental melody into sony and expects peuges for Physical breafth. It is sig-
nificant that tiemes which are unsinzable because of thoeir greaft ranze are quite

| ageoptable in opchestral and otier instrmental Works——tho opening o? Heldenleb~
| en", for instance. '' Thae strengest part of 1%t all to me, taough, 1s the ting
you cite--how much more interesting it becames when you learn wiat makes Ghe

- ; 7. Tan' : 0d oAb
| wheels go 'round. College courses in literature{don't wurge tae student to dia

'gram all of Shakespeare's sentences, or make a statiostical ana}lysis of the scan-
‘ning of ezch line in "Paradise Lost"; if you cmsider the ertistry of a great

poer or play ok picture too closely, it distitegrates into a lot of very commm-
!place units, ahd I find it difficult to become iupressed by the wiole again, aift-
er tiat happens--it's just like Humpty Dumpty falling off tue vall. But you cen
sit down with a Beetnoven sonata, study anC write a treatise m its édilerence to
endG variations from the classic forms; mske a conplete snalysis of tae hammoniza-
bion, actual and implied; study the leadiny of the voices an_cl tae Jaul ts and vir-
tues of all %he progressions; study e developmecut of the themes, and try to
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Cis cover low derivative they are; memorize the composition; turn the more twrieky
Darts into fiager emercises for imdroving your piano tecimique; try your aanc 2%
orchiestrating the work, or rearianzing it for striag quartet; anc yet in the enc
it remeins just as zreat a piece of art. just as imoressive, just as unifiec and
varied, as it did the first time you heard it. !

Downn with the Money-Chanzers!

The recent crusade of Tucker, Laney, and e few others azainst the fantasy deal-
ers who charge prices even more fantostic than the hooks and megazines they re-
gell is me worthy of beinz continued. However, I cm't believe that anyone has
yet pointed out just how silly it is to pay the enormous prices, wien the best
fontasies are avsilable in the second-hand stores in even thae smaller torm by

ci ting chapter and verss. '' Hagerstown cmtains a population of about 50,000,
anndl at present oaly one secamd-nend megazine store. There is notiing locally to
ancouraze the growth of tne second=iwind book mad mesazine trade~—the proprietors
of the gtore are a singulerly stupid end unambitious set of people whd run it as
a parttime occupation, and make certain that they're making more than a falr pro-—
fit. There are no colleges or larze secondary sciools near Hagerstown wiich might

account £oy a:ceptionally mzood bookhwmting. I see no reason vy the local situa-

tion should be superior %o that in any other town of like size in the natim.

'* Here, then, is a partial list of the stuff I have found and puychased in this
stove during the past year. My memory is not perfect; a couple of these items mey
have turned up more than a year 230, and 2 couple of them were puraiased in the
other local second-hand emporium which is now closed down. For ten cents a copy,
I have procured "Looking Badovard", Bdward Bellamy' s famous novel; James Stephens'
“The Demi-Gods"; "The Master of the Day of Judgment" by Leo Perutz; Lerrltt's "Moon
Pool" (American book edition, 1m0t the 25c¢c edition or a bound volume of the maga-
zine publication); Robert Chambers' 'T.ae Tree of Heaven"; "Glenallen" and '"Night
ang Morning" by Bulwer-Lytton, the last-named containing both storjes in a single
volume for the dime. In the next-highest price bracket--books <winici cost me 20c
or 35c--were Chambers' "Xing in Yellow', first American edition of “Trilby", tae
ghort stories of Zgward Lucas Whifte published under the name of the most famous,
fLulkmdoo; Frank McHugh's #I Am Thinking of My Darling"; Frank Bakei's "iMiss
Hargreaves"; "Tae Sword in the Stone", reviewed in tuis igsue; and a wide varieby
of other stuff., In addition, there were a number of duplicates of thingsl alrealy
had, waich I bought and used for trading purposes. I claim no credit for '%ais,
and congider it to be no feat of ingenuity. It is just the sort of thiang that
conl b done at almost all second-hand book stores; all you need Go is kmow wiat
t0 1look for, and avoid the scatterel few dealers who charze two and three tinwmes
as mmch ag their competitors and somehow get away with it. Another suggestiomu:
8coim 1ot the lowly five~and-ten. Tae local HMeCrory, Woolworth, and Newberry
establishments regularly put out a counter of remeindered volumes, or a rental
library's stock, for sale at 25¢ or 29c 2 book. JIn this mammer I found brand

new copies of "The New Adam" and "Suger in the Air", and ezcellent used copies

of such things as Fowler Wright's "Deluge" and "Island of Capt. Sparrow?, "Tuee
Go Back" (which is in book farm comgiderably more interesting than in the IFM
version) , "Gabriel over the White Wouse", and  number of others. All this, of
cowrse, does ndot count the innumerable 25c¢ sdaitions wiich may be pi ded up for a
nickel or a dime a copy in second-iand stores; the percentage of fantasy or par-
tial fentasy in these paper-backed repdrints is very high. '' Ancd so, to the fm
w0 lives in a town boasting one or mare second-hand stores, I say to him, ianves-
tizate there before raying from five ©to ten times as mucih to a fan dealer. Fans
w0 live in towns oo small to enjoy the bleseings of a secomd-hand store are
urged 0 invest a couple of dollars in train or bus fare t0 the nearest large
comminity; it'1l save momney in the end. If you're looking for a particular boolk,
you may be forced to risk your pocketbook witn a fan dealer; but if you're just
looking for fanlasies in book foim t0 reac and collect, it's the only smart thing

to do. .

aquatrainisafonrlineraymethatsneveroutorplaceitmaybeusedamostany timetofil lanempty
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taiang as laureate awarcs for tae least appreciated of
30 t0 Ancy Andersoa's Centauri. I consid-
er it to be easily amonyg the top five general fanuines, but it seldom receives
the recognition it deserves, when the chatter veers o fanzines. Tais Probably
is due in largest part to the alimost incredible lenzgth of time it talkes Andy to
mint a new Cent; but the result is usually worth the long wait.

Ine poiat of 2ll tnis 1s that the latest igsue surnrised me by containing a
five-page forum on a few remarl:s I had made in a preceding issue. I nad sugzyest~
od that short subjects might be the best opening wedge for metting more fantasy
onto what wes Imown in my youth as the silver screen. Te reactions were very
Interesting: Elmer Perdue sugizested that working with cartoms would be prefer—
able, Forrie told some new or forzotien facts about previous efforts, Don Thomp~—
son mentioned the techiical difficulties of makiry fantasy motion pictures, Bob
Tucker citsd the headaches Gevolviaz from zetting a studio even to open an en-
velope wonvaiuing a sugzested script, sna Tony Boucher empassized the mnwilling~
ness of the movie moguls o agree thiat zood fantasy draws biz crowds.

All this has been intended primerily as a plug for iandy's fanzine (which is
procurable from the editor and publisiers, 1011 West 54%h St., Los Angeles 7)
but a few rore vemarks inspived by this Forum might not be amigs. The principal
taing, it occurs to me, that is needed, is to meke Hollywood aware of the film
possibilities in s0 many fentesy stories. I don't mean that we should strive to
36t sometaing like "MMethuselah's Chilcrven" or "At the Mouniains of Madness”
fwmed into o movie. No one in Hollywood is eapable of doiag them properly, and
2lmost 10 ome would pay money to see tiiem. But tiere are mmdreds of nwels and
snort stories that are every bit as fit for filming as "Tas Picture of Dorian
Cray® and "Between Iwo Worlds". Tae HFFF, aided by peopnle alrveady in bthe stud-
ios like Ross Roudlynne, is the logical body to mske %the effort. Tue eripnasis
sihould, of erwse, be on storiss thet would not require immense ar.ounts of mmey
t0 Droducs-—3slavorate sets and faking wouldn't be needed for mony fontasiss, Don
——-aad thas are oither slready reasonably porular, 1like those ot H. (. Tells, or
82s51ly commiehansible *to the average persm "Odd John" could bo done on & lim-
ived budget, for instsnce; dittc "Tae Time Mechine”, w7ith a littie jvdicious use
of montages and miniature sats.

Tae wmatter of cortooms is sometiing else again. I &n ndv at a1l sure that
Dlotted fentasy will ever be mode complotely offective in fliig medim. wiere ev-—
ory thing is possible, tiue impossible becomes poring mretty quick T3 effective-
negs for something like "Iantasia’ is undeniable, but whon you 1lcav.y Hhe realm of
the purest of fan%ssy, I'm not so sure. Walt Disuey, remember, has no.. been the
seie gince "Snow Thite" and Fentasia™; his efforts to wmi= prupigenda into car-
toms failed, and he is now having an ocually painful 5im2 with tas e:per tment
of combingng animation with photosraphy.

I con't think that gettiang up = petition, or writing latters e the Girect—
ors, would do any good. Tae thiag tast needs tH bte ¢me is o woncrete-——decia—~
ing upon suitable stories, findiay out ebout ths guesti1on of fi¥m rights, sketch-

If there were suca &
the fanzines, my vote would instantly

Ing out roush adaptations for movie use, ana tracasing dovm agents or others in the

roper pleces who might jwove interestec.

Incidentolly, I think that I might as wellretract my original opinion ., the
taing tnet sterted all this, about tue sultability of short subjects as th.:.) open—
iag wedge. Cuecking through trade ablications, I note that oaly o minute per~
cantage c¢f the total output contzins real plots. MTas enimated cartoons mainn W
goue tiuing like 25, to 355 of the entiie s.aorts output, spparently, ropageinc a
snoxr ts teke another big hunk out of the total , and sports subjects, trareloz ues,
corumuii by aings, flashbecks to old movies, aud similar items make up most of the
rest. Thiree Stooges comedies and the ame band' shorts con't offer a very t'er-—
t.ilelfi‘eld, I fear. But I'm still trying to figure out wag 211 sorts of gsri.ous
Sklfl © fs'c.orief hfven' t been turned into equally suort vovies: MM geems to be wike
only studio thaet has done snythine a A (o s STy i ast z al thoun
Peoremount has algo been workzngl;gmelr?le}gsoblll;;l;liso; 173;]2?51‘;;2 ye_)af,”altaotl\,a 2
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Music fov tae Fen

(Cpl. Milton A. Rothmen, whet time "8 ‘/as stationed in Parig, attencec the Onera
o1 meny oceagions. After a Deviowmence of Flanon', he was kind eaough 1o senc
me the »rogran from the Taeatre Nationel c¢e L'Opera Comique. his minute book-—
let, wiich sold for huit francs, conbains in accition to acvertising and tie
names of the cagt of the 1544° representation of Menon, brief summaries of tie
plot of the overa in both Fremch and Anzlish, the latter presumably for the ben-—
efit of foreigzners. I regret that the Derson 1o wrote tne Mazlish synopsis,;
heremncer appended, was t0o modest 0 sizn nis name. )

Peonle are ewaiting the coach in the ianer cour tvarc. of a smell Frencu Inn,
during the AVIII th €entury. Menon, ciaderdned by her cousia Lescaut, is howvev-
or reluctant to beinzy sent to a Coavent; the Cuevaliser ces CGriew: appeors 710 at
mce fells despereately in love with tae 3irl, ae affors to show her Peris in-
stead. Manpn easily agrees that eloping witn the attracsive Caevalier will be
mich more fum then being shup up in a Coavent.

Both are living, happy and careless, in a tiny Parisiza flat.
alre.dy peimmilessg is »lacel in o lopeless dilemma by a letter irom uis angry Fa-
ther. Lescaut urges lapnon secretly to become re azonable and listen tO a wealtiy
admirer colled Dretizny most willing o play the pert of tae Chevalier. Dewild-
ored at first sie hestily makes wup her ming, but before leaviaz the rooms vihere
ghe has spent many o sweeb hour Mammon sings "Acdieu, 10 tvre Detite table®.

How 2 most fashionable women, Manoa lives in rica gwrowGtings; while tie
Operc-Ballet is wiviag a performsnce for owa soke, S.18 hears th-t her still dear
Cuevalier is soon o reesive the wiedected tit.e of Mounsieuy 1'Abbe; deeply un-—
set by the news she rushes 4o the Seminery so o 60 win back ais heart, if not
oo lste.

Arein short of money, des Criew:
there Manon folls suddenly iato tae @
cepes on accouat of nls Father.

Condemmed to be deported;
inz the soldiers des Griew: stons tae cart 10
o:perience has been 00 hard, Menoda Gies in nis aims.

Des CGriew:

follows Lescaut into & fomous geminz-hiouse,
as of the Police while the Cuevalier es-

voor Mennoa is o her way to the boat, after brib-
soo her once more, but the last

(So, dou' %t be too herd on the poor sirl; maybe the wole taing woull neve never

deaurred, if she nad not been shup up in the Cowvent!)
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The News of the Day

It seems just now o be tue fashion for fanzine editors t0 meke Dious com-—
mente on the menmer in which science-fiction has been justified Dby tie evenbs of
the first two weeks of August. I liked best Milty's corment—-¥Darmec. if ti.is
wer Qita't end up erwctly like o dozen science-fi ¢tion gtoriens) v ilovever, in the
ex-citement about the atomic bomb, quite a few other matters of interest were hur-
ied eway in the papers. (Incidentally, gtomic ensrzy, ueavy water, =2nC Tie rali-
o-zctive elements were amony thne thinys I ninted at lsst issue , as Dividden of
mention by the ceasarship code.)

Dr. Goddard's aeath, for iustance. It rseeivec uierpecs3Cly lorse omounts
of newspeper space in the Baltimore , Wasnington, end Newr Jork: press. probgbly
because of the recently incressed interest in vockety; NOWeVENr, Some editors ap-
perently dién't thiak it worth publishing, sinee Dunk coult find ad reference 10
it in the papers to wiich he nes access. Tae AP wire carried taree or four para- ~
cruphs, the lerper pepers which meintsin obitucry files of *ieirv owm, like the
Ney Toik Times, ron e holf—-dolwm or wore, «ud I faw one o1 cturs. In additim,

a faw mapers carried follows a few days later, iu the form of euloyies from the

Amexric.n Rocket Society.

Then there was the bright
meil who operates the United States Rockeh Society, used t'o nave
in Spaeeways evely so oftem, aad aws been nentione

idea of 1. R. L. Frnswortii, He is the yentle-
: a Daze Of news r
¢ in ti.e pages of Horiazsonsg for



%ie AP story written ebout s letter to tue Deuortiment of tae Iaterior “Milcen
As s00n as the

cgted now he should go about filing claims for lsac ou the moon.
neas of ine atomic bomb was released.. Famgsorta apnaiently celled o press con-
ference. ané told of his latest letter, asking for »ermissian 10 be the first o
uge this atomie enery: to power a fliznt to the moom, end even setting up a time
table of vezular flishts (which, he admitted, was only a tentative schedule) .
And still some peonle say that the fans are tre ones wio are nuts!

e NFFF missed a dandy opporituaity Wo dlug the science—fiction stories
that came closest to guessing correcily obout tae atomic bomb anc the end of the
war. Most of the mnewspapers published lettars almost dsily from various readels
W0 had duz up something »rophetic ia #Things to Come” or Nostradamus. OUne in-
dustrious lady even resurrvected tils cuotetion from Don Marcuis: i have de-

ared war wpont humanity i even snall fling the mizht; atom that
golits & plaonet aswmder.” (Por tae benefit of the uncultured, it mizht bhe ap-
pended here that this is not written vithout ccpitals because of such meople as
mr. e. . cummings; it is the worl: of arciie, & cockyroach wid could type but wes
woble to use tae shift key.) And of wcourse, the publighers of Willy Ley's DOOK
o rockets moaptly issusd a new eCition, anc gent me amother advertigement-—-the
1761 time they have peirsmell iavitec me 0 buy this book, if merdry serves.
Tagy discreetly fail o mentiom, in tueir latest publicity, how coasigtantly the
volume ricicules the value of rockeis in warfare.

The Ceath of Franz Werfel should a0t Pess mnoticed. Tais e:itrazordinary
men, whose dramatic escape from Turone left him shuddering at tue memory of hev-
iny been forced to weli two full miles across on a frontier om niis own feet, was
te author of at least one fantasy hodk, nMie Sony of Bernadette’. A%t least, it
is fentasy if we, the faans, read it in fho same spirit as he, a Jew, vrote it,
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I% is rmch easier to quote Dan Thompsoa on the subject of Joquel's article in
Moward Tomorrow then to think up anotuer way of s&y ing the same thing, since our
ooinions telly. He wrote on August 1% "I can't say just how reliable Joquel's
article is as a whole; but the fact that o makes not one iotz of cifference be-
tween his nresentatim of thoroly verified facts and his presentakion of the
wildest of fancies, is sufficient to cast great suspicion upon the wirole thing,
of course. I have no objection to ails oregenting the goubtful material, but he
should qualify it in some way. The gtuff about the bwuming of thae libraries is
portly verified, but I suspect that he a0t that stuff about tine pweservation of
sreat quentities of the meterizl by the staff of f1e lidrery, entiriely from Rosi-
crucion sources, taon which I cen think of nothins less reliable; I'd as somm ac-
copt Sicver. Althouzn I had never read it before, tae statement taat the Sffi-
cials of some Bxyptiam city told certaia Greek uigtorians thet tiwe history and
rocords of their clty went badk 3,000 years, § can 506 10 reason for accedting
with no proof available. It 1s quive sossible thet tae of ficial -3 believed taeir
statement *true, on the basis of a few fragments ¢rom relatively sirecent { such as
100 %o 20C yezrs old) records which reforred in tum o others. Dut such rec-
ords, mless zctually backed up by tae witren material, like Zgyptien papyrus

records, or Semerian cmeiform, cau nave no real value other than that of ordin-
qoaern scholars of a few hmndred

ary nearsay; after all most Romans, and sli :
years ago belisved implicitly that Rome wad actuslly storted by Romulus and Rem-

us ot the date fized im their "histories'-—sometulng like 563 BLJ, wasn't 1t7 Bub
modern research has proved that to be entirely ralsa. Compare the Gocumentation
Bgyptiaa to the

Acoredited researeih sndws nd written

there with the mere hearsay represented b the statement of tiud

Greek, and it loolks like uwnwainished 1006y -

records wiich would substentiate the gteotements sbout the salvaiged books, Or tiae

ancient origin of the Dgyption cities; of tkzet 1'm fairly surd.,

but not now."
g

‘:,;':D:’;9:9;l;,:!:l;ﬂ;i=,;9:g;9;0;O;l;9;!:9;0;’;,=7:l;';f;’!] }3; ;:i
If anymo is interested,, it L5,

Alvays forget to date this magazine.

Maybe some d=y——-
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Dwing wvecen” weeks, I wve Deen inculging in “1e mwehesing of quite & bit
of poetyy, brousat about by the availobili'y seconc-nanc 0f any muwaber 0oL wol-
mass of the colleched works of this cad thet versifver at The sum of ten cents
wor book. The Durcnases asve been mede, in larse part, fhrongh a refusal o let
these books fallinto the hands of *ie junk éeslers, 0 awom "ey wonlé o*herwise
be sold as scrap paper. However, There is Tie gecondsry coasideration thet by
diligent perusal of *hese *omes, I moy be eble %o acquire 2 slisht veneer of
culture and such things. Tae books everege avount U0 pages each, anc I have
selveged almost a dosen of *hem 80 fer, go I shall not went for new aestinetic
deligits for 2 loug ‘mile to come.

Natwially, i%t has been impossible *o read thoroughly these books in the

brief period sinee their acquisition. However, me *aing struck me very forecib-
e fantastic in

ly, in o-lc.ncing tarough them: the e:ribreamely nigh peycentaze of
the viritings of nearly sll tae most famous poets. I wes aware ftact such wes *ae
eose, of cowse, in *he past, but $the feets became gleringly epparent only upon
%uig inspeetkion.

1% seemsg to me that all *his offers a very fertile and almost untoucied
field for the writers of fon articles end the cateloguers. It is 2lmos* com-—
pletely new territory. Bverymnow and ¥hen in the pest someone n2s remarked the
situstion, in print, end occasionelly someone ias cifed a concrete case, like
Louis Smithts quotation of a Dyron stanza or Speer'sg article om Temnyson. =—e%
there is material for cdozens of articles, suiveying *he wiole fielc, parts there-—
of, *he works of incivicual poets, or ftue ¥reatment 0f particular subjects in the
poetic fiseld.

It might be objested that the dividing of poetry into fanvtasy and non-fania-—
sy 1s arbisrerily, and as useless as if i% were %o be divided into poems wilthen
in ceehyls and tiose not written in Céaebyls, or *those written by poets on vaca-
tion in ®%he Alps end *hose not written by poets on vacation in the Alps. Howev-
er, I believe there is a real differente. Poektry is reslly a mucih more plisnt
anG logical form for the e:pression of fantagy than prose; the only %rouble is
that 1t is mmch harder %o Go well, and there's no merket for it these Cays. The
8ffect Seabury Quinn produced by writing me of lig novelettes in blank verse and
Cisguising shat fact by publishing it as straight prose was herdly spectaaular,
but gave an indicetion of wiat might have resulded if Mervitt, for instaice, had
written is tales as long narrvative poems. In fack, it would be a very inier-
esting e:periment to try ome's uend at rewriking a climoctic chapter from one of
the better Merrith twles as unrhymed but definitely cadenced poetry.

The winole field of %he narrative fan'asy peem is seldom ventured upon today.
Sheer did a good job ou one a2 eouple of years ago; then there a couple of fable-
like s%ories in the early Unimowns, wiose autiar I forget, whidh occasionally
fell into meker. Twse, and tie Quinn yorn previously menbtioned, just abous
corn"ale*e the Tmblis;hed e-*amples of “hie la S'b te*l ;years, wlless ‘é‘here have been

— et s et s e e et T T e T

Once more the Verdict slipped my mind,; I wish we'd resch 2 deg’tsion on whether
any attension should be paid to these if the lawreate awcrds re o contime,
Incidentally. Because the porsion of ihe meiling wiich emans.ted from Waksm wes
8Y anemic, I'll heve to toke into consiceration tie Speer ane. Stanley post-mail-
1n3s, but am not counting Torerd Tomprvow, since it wes desimeted as a posgh-
meiling to the soring bundle. A to D wehings, as on the Fgiatasy Amateur's lash
Page, B, B, A, B, C,B,A. A, B C,B.,DB,B O, reveiful sklenee, D, B. Fan-tods,
A, Deyond, B; the Speer posh-mailing (‘-.eserves a collechive A. Haiting and Pub-~
lisaing: Ashley, 1lsb, Speer, 3vd. PRiction, Cponten, 5rd, Wright, 1st. Aiticle:
Sneeyr, lst, Stanley, 2nd, Swikher, SrC. Humor: nothinz wortinimile, aside from
that in a. Poetry, Wasaington, ls%, Wenek, 2né, Montgomesy, Svrd. Art: that in
En Garde, lst, Wright, 2nd. Best in meiling: Speer (for the sii: items). lats

B Garde, 20d, Fan-tods, 3rd. Some sort of specizl awes & should go to the Towrn-
blutii-cumn-S.aw-cum-Blish efforb.
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I'n just Mall of them Tiis issue, 01 =0ie re2s0i. Ther £ill up space, 00

Te latest ices was iaspired br the e:cellent ond veluable inde:: to The Fen-
wsy Pan recently éistribuied by BDob Tueker. It renresents, let us hove, oly
e first step in a long series of such iade:eg to all the giants of thie fen-
siges. However, there is emother tyne of fengine incde:: that would in the eand be
of even gzreater velue for the move snthusisstic fens and rveacders, althouzh con-
sidercbly more camliceted end difficult. It would be the fandom equivalent of
the "Reader's Inde:: to Peiriodicel Liteiature® (if I remember correctly the nome
of the opublication thet serves as reference inde:: to eveiy thing published in the

—~

slick end semi-gslick msgazines).
Now then,,the cwrent vogue for incexes, bibliozrapiies, check lists, and
gimiler compilations bezan tom become evideant *two or faree years ago, vhen it

becsine obv ious thaat if such listings weren'+t mede soon, they mizht become 2lmosat
impossibly herd +o compile. A reslly thorough fen index nas eclrealy roached end
pagsed that "impossibly hord" stage, in thet it's too mach work for any peison
ov amall group of »ersms to do. DBut with honest efforts in thig divection, the
more importent stiff of the psst conld eventually be inde:ed, and keepiag up with
contemporsry publications could of wowise be menaged.

As for as I lmow, no efforts of tuls sort nave ever been made. Tue Bratton
lis4s councern only books. Doc Swisher's files concentrated on Drosine storiss
and references to fans. The Mentasy Fen inde:: comes closer, but is concerned
ouly with *he title and auihor of each item published. Tae real, e:zilcus five,
index would mesn from two %0 a dozen entries for each fen article; a single is-
sue of o fen news publication mizht require sround 50 notetions. The compiler,
of cowrse, would be forced to use uis discretion, and cowergely, uls imoginetion,
in figuring out whetaer certein entries would nave any yezl value. To illustrate, "
let us use the latest two fanhzines %0 reach my mailbox: the si:th Cagnticleer enc
the 20 August Stefnews. Cheouny would be rotiher easy t0 GO.
sue, of course, would be inde:ed under its title, and uncer
thor. Dach of the mony book reviews in the lagt half of e magazine woulda re-
ceive tiaree eatries: one uader reviewei's name, one mder author's name, NG e
for the title of the book. Anthologies would be entered wmder the title en¢ com-
piler, end also under each title and author in the book mentioned witih wortawiile
corvent appended in the review. In tie remainder of the issue@: Lowndes' Myffsaw
wonld necegsitate an entry for each story end author mentioned; the comnents on
"Sweeimess & Light" eud Astounding, on the other hend, orven! t pretentions anough
to vequire a listing. Blodi's Mmbosy would require some sort of entry tmcer
tradio® or Mradio gcripis" and & humor notation. 0. Larue Stepr' s epic means an
e1sry uader "motion pictures”, cnd others for each of the Frankenstein ep{es re-
forred to. The inde-er would haove to use his own judgment with tne Braziey and
Tucker srticles, 0 decide whether additional listings of them under g crapbook”
sné Mintroquction to fantasy! aeadings, or something similar, would be wortin-
waile, Tae izsue of Stefnews would coasist drimerily of entry requirements €G-
or 'he names of fsns. Also needed for the first vage would be notations fog
nAdventw e and Rommmece", "Atomic Bomb", “HFFIM, Brooklyn Confabulation Avgust 12,
"LASFS"; on the badkc nage, tane fonzine reviews are long enouzhr 1o

Bacit itam in the is-

2 : L
taie name of the au- "

"Pacificm",

make inclusion advisable.
S0, you see, it would be an enormous job. Furtaer, its full usefulness
would not be apperent wtil several dogen of the leading fenzines, Past and pres-
ent, had been processed. But it would be very isndy, on only = limited ecaope,
and is something precigely suited to such fans as enjoy iadexes and inde:xing. I
have reasonasbly strong intentios of testing it out on a z00G~sized gcple this
wia‘ter, working with the 30 igsues of Spaceways. If I dn't Wit a2 snag gomewire
aloay tie line, and sctually get the job accomplisied, I'll publish tha result

and nope in that manner to get the ball rolling.

ST0P PRESS!—'et another advertisement for Willy Ley's "Rockets" arrived in
the mzils yesterday, September 4; the 13th. I modestly claim a world' s record! &
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A Frosuet, A Very Suell Lfioouet

Remember aow H., ¢, Wells' "T.é 3.ze of Taings 0 Come™ waa ci“eC so0 ireeaft-
eC.ly ¢ taousend veai's ago, hack ia 1999, for *ie preCichion he made tierein about
e bezinninz of tae Second World War, wmidi came so close 0 beinzy coriecty
Wells correctly hit on the enpromimete nlece of the first Mincident", was vigat
on ue scorve of the netions iavolved--Geimany snd Polanc--and wes only f£om months
off on the eract date for the beglaniang of nostilities.

All this wes long 'azo. Now that *ie war is over, the wWells book has twwnsd
out to be a case of pretty sow »Hredictiangy, aad yet ifs errors J0 mnoticed.

Now then, "Tue Siene of Tainzs t0 Come" is a2 very unusual bodk, in that 1t
is obviously a fictioslizec erposition of what Wells thouznt would nsppen. Ui,
quite obviously e diGu't reslly taink tact a jammed dental plate would be the
couge of *tue.first incident in this wer, even thouga he wrote fhat it would be.
But it is clear tnat Wells emnpected fue mejor trends he outliaed, or sometaing
very similer, %0 come to mess withia the nest century or two. He could not be
expected to predict properly which way Turlkey or Bulgeria wonld jump in *he Sec—
ond World War; he can hardly be blaweC for failing to guess that gas woula no%
be utilized. Tet tae brosder tiings warich he said would come 0 pess did not
ma.erialize, eitier. Wells believed taat the conflict wonld not araw in Japan,
Baglend, @d “ne United States. He imsisted tha* the advances in warfare would
mean & war in wiich the offensive powers of the belligerants would wear oune &n-
other Gowm fo the point wiere no one could score e clean—cut fictory, anc oaly
the fear of insurrections ond roevolu'ims finally necessitated the “ruce. He
oropnesied little interference witi coumeice across *tie Atlantic, anc deniec the
Probability of great invasious or lgud overations.

Me Wells Yook hos never impiessed me as a magnificent acaievement of eltinew
imegingtion, prophesy, or literature. It is, of course, sometaily almost uwmique
among published novels--300 pages of predictions whicr cite ciaapter anc verse in
some“imes bothersome minuteness. Bub so for, 1t hasa't cone enytuing to improve
the veputation of H. G. Wells as 2 sociecl provhet, or to disprove the essertiop
that he would 1ove been better of f if he had continued to write stories lilke "Tae
Time Mc.chine, and refused %0 try to save the world farough letters. '

Iucidentelly, plecse don'* got me wrong: I em not inveighing ageinst stories
The Wells book is o special ccse alt ggetiner;

Whose mredictions do not come true.
as o convenient

virtually all other books of prophecy eitier use taa® prophecy
goriaghboard for ezpownding *he author's own opinions, or pProphesy merely as
bu.ckground for a good story, or set up & mythos-psttem of tne futwe, as in $he
cede OFf "Lasgh and First Mea". Cmversely, I don't think there is anything sig-
nificent in the occssional correct guesses, lilw the one Wells made. If you have
s uméied stories about the discovery of stomjc power, or tie end of tie war,
sud most of tiem seh the dates g being within the next nelf-century, the luw of
aversges mokes it probsble tiat one ov two of them will be rizht.
One other metter deserves attentionk tash of Nostradamus. Soie of his piye-
dictions about this wor are impressive, if they have been transletec properly,
like .,,.the old dreamer and tie Genevese will bo exhibited The *racks of fae
Aryon country". But I object strenuously to the nractice of twisting one of hig
orophecies crownd %o fit every contempoinry event of any importance. A recent
newspaver articlse, for instance, said thet these passeges were predictiong of
the ¢ tomic bomb: "Tie centrsl five of tie carth waich causes tremdlors will
meke a traembling about a new city" and "By the forces of ear h and air the great
revolution will be frozen". Atomic power doesn't nava mich to 4o witah the cent-
rel fires of the earth, especially since tuers protdly aren’t any fires down
there, this war ima't a "vevolution', and Nostradamus, if e really wentec to
mredict atomic power, would have mede some refsrensd o the forces of the sum,
rather than those "of earth and sir®, The only thing om tiose two passages that
is vemotely interesting is the ™"new" city: Hirostima was one of tae more modern
plecss in Japan., Other spots are cited wita pesitively ridiculous effect: for
ingtance, "Tae times aad localities shall compol meat 0 be replaced by fisht is
saiG t0 be a forecsst of the UPA, waan it's eotually only a statement of what
heppens all ever e world in any century wpen there isa't enougi meat to go
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cromiac..  Mile 1ittle mew £wll “mli: of peare . ~oldiers zoing out fiom tieiw "
gaover guall betray a mizht: fortiess® alplies more e:dctl: 0 a couen military .
eveits of tae last taree centwies tnan it does o Pearl Harbor, taue lateat use o

!

to waich it is now being put. Tae axticle I read, nowever, went out on & limb,
end Mace o wediction about a prediction; we must wait and cee whetiier this en—
plies %o Hitler: "Duried, aot dead but in =n apoplectic fit, he 51211 be fouinGess

wien the eity siell condemm the heretdic who chenged their laws."

Fenziages Dby tae Toa

Tiat famous rallying-cry is no louger so widely neard in these days of paper
ghortages, but is called to mind by a receat claim of Walter J. Daugherty. Fan-
ews, a moath or two ago, published a statement thet he believec ue aat the world
record of heviag published the most peges of fenzines——the figwre Fiven wes well
obove 1,000 pages. I have siice learned that this gquib was acbuzlly sent %0
Faaews by enother fem, after Deugherty mede an incautious statement to the game
offect at an LASFS meeting. Howwer, it would be veiy interesting to find out
who nolds the all-time recort, snd claimsnts ere advised to form 2 1liné at fne
rizht. Without having considered the matter very thoroughly, I em inclined %o
believe tha’ Tudier, Speer, and my mmble self are in the top bracket, if anly
nublications o1 waica all the work was dcie by one Derson &re consicdered. Tneie
were U0 issues Of Spzcewsys, easch of tuem containiag 24 Or w016 DPages, wil c
sives me 2 headstart of 730 pages. Tais is the 24th Horizons; nc issue nas nat
fewer taen 12 pages, =znd sowe Of tieo esrllor ones yere 1reasonably fat: at least
00 Deges from this source, in other words, so I'm well over the 1,000 mark. If
you include publications oa walca I've done tie stemcilliag and-or mimeozraniling
vhile someone else Gid the editiag, you wn 2add at least two or three huncied
more peges to the figure, and *then there are = number of mezez ines wiose ecitor- -
1zl staff included The Hermit of Hegerstown. However, claims %o fame on these
grouwads strike me os thorongaly illegitimate. % is hare o estimate Tucker's 4
output; my issues of ILe Zombie, for iigtence, are geatrered over 100 square feot
of tie attic, =nd gettiag them together for the count wonld be a unopeless job.
However, thers must be & lot of paszes in *hem, altogether, end evelynQw anc. taen
Pucker nes erupted with somefiing really big, like Mova or the Tearboonks to add
to his score., Specr snould aold fhe MrA record without challengze, =G be near
tae all-time top, by virtue of the Susteining Programs, Hopsys, otner miscellan-

e0us small Hublications, aad the occasimal Tull Length Articles.,

Forzottomentionthese thingsh edire

Along abous this time it begins to get nerd: two more gtencils t0 type, and
not the remotest idea of waat I cen use to £il1l taem up. In fact, I'ra very lucky
%0 have neglected to mention several things 81s3Wis1© in tihe preceu‘i‘.-:l;; rdéges; it
melies Possible the completion of this pege.  On tas f£i1st page, I saorild nave in-~
cluded among needed constitutional reforms that of gefting permissicm for the of-
ficial editor to repurchsse MPA meilings from members wio are leavingy “he organ-
izetion, then resell tiem to new members who ere HYing to builc wp fiiles. It
would selso be a1amdy in repairing the iniguities of the past year, wii .o are not
yot completely chronicled; for iastance, I've jusé lesrned tual Lym Bridges wes
never semt the spring and summer meiliags. '' 2F 1s good to see tha ¢ mo squab-
ble over the Pacificon lies ye” developed, althoudi the ennouncement “I'ha* Daugher-
ty is boss subject to impesclmant is sort of ompous. Let us hope Guet by tais
time ne.% year the NFFF will be in a position t4 help out with sponso.riig fthe
1947 convention. Although su ovgenization in ##& host ci%y 1s ess mtial, there
ig muich in the way of publicity end events plaaning that siould be @onae by fen-

' I hove not yot de .clced waich

dom et larze, through 2 nationsl organiuzabion :
mis stancil is being fypet.l on Sept-

way %o jump in *he comilag NFFF electioas. ‘
ember 7, and I probsbly shen't file fox suy cftice for at leas + anothiidr two weeks. ¢
Dut since most of the FAPA members also beldng %o the NFIF, I mizht t31dce this .

» votes, if I ¢o run for aay- .

opportumity of asking that you remember me in your

thiag, come ne~t month, whether it is the presicency oI tize dixectoratie, \J
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Waen We Weie Veu; Llowmy

e backwerc glance a® *he MPA meiling of five esrs 230 Foll, 1940 ,=—

Woacer wiab Rugsell Cheuvenet wonlc #aink todey of what he wac writing then, in
the fivst issue of Sardony:? Samdle: ¥And when he sought for it there came %o
im one wirtd spoke from shadows of obscure things and azedin from sw in pitiless
t11ll the mind senk =nd you are no* fair he screamed in his agony vou are
"0 nim twice bidding iw be gilent even as
the

clerity
torwuring me cnd the gilence gpok
tiey end he grovelled in fear before the suepeless things till +the drip of
stilluess gplashed in%o a rising flood of obliteration and the walls drew back
for a little--so now air to breathe but Goc I am zoing mad and they would not
answer , sitting there in the silence and bidding him be silent and camm you he
said end they would not answer and %ae walls drew back sné there remained mly

e figure and shadow Doised uncertsinly where portals opened ané closed by len-
terns he could not see. '' It was just a dream but the laughter rang back enc
rolle¢ fhrough rafters @nd he did aot believe it nor wien there ceme again one
ulkaown did he scream but fled by ornate »illsrs aid forgotien portraits and
through dimmed gelleries where remote moths {lew idly and by cool cormers through
hushed roams whidh loomed lerge in dailmess and by sabered halls and silk carpet—
od steirways wom with the years to faded patterns on stained marble ringing hol-
lowly to echo the diase in holf vepeated cadence." '' The Washington Worxy—
Warts were being brdien up by the departwre of Ferdue for the west. However,
they were responsible for most of the mailing. All three were busily writing
Gisguised autobiographies. Milty wes heving e good "ime, but with mi--ed¢ premon-
itions: "But we want *o warn Milty now not 0 be too optimistic. He's just got-
ten an icez in his head that things are going 0 go slong pretty easy now. Heie
ne is with a soft job, meking a salary 2t waidh he would nave fainted if somebocy
had offered aim half of it two years 230, and going to sci00l at nightes.. '

I was just wondering if a scieatist ought to make something Cead¢ly like atamic
energy at e time wuen it would be used 0 kill people. Of course, in a csgpital-

o

. st world, with wars every 25 years or s0, it would be a silly boy who would . wait

vntil after a war to finish e #hing, because it would only be usec during the
ne:t war. Uader that idea, then, s %ruly pacifistic scientist must work m only
ose things waich could never be used in a wer at all, such as fertilizers, viu-
emias, etec, S0 I guess it doesn'+ 1eclly meke much differencs whiether they ged
akomic energy now or after the war, becemse %they'll ruin tiaemselves with it soon-
er or leter, and ma%be it'1l be a good thiag." <!' DPorry ank Morojo published a
w70-paze Novecious that contained e:cellent reviews of S. Fowler Wright novels by
Jack Williemson and Lyle Monroe. Said Jadt: © I believe that Wright has legal
Slaining--and the careful logic with waidi e upholds wis fantastic premiges, and
cevelops the veactions of his mature snd well-rounded cnaracters, seems to show
tae vork of a lawyer's mind.% '' I also discover thet %he revision of the orig-
nal FAFA constitution wes accephed just five years ago this swmer. '' Speer
wes able to erowd onto a gingle vege the list of his accomplishments, and else-
vhere in Smgteiaing Program published something that bad been censored fram a
newsmagazine, referring to the caming Chicon masaquers.de: MOr Wollhsim, Miciwel,
Ponl, Lovmdes, Xowmbluth, Gillespie, snd Perri might; srrengs $o represent the
Seven Deadly Sins of ' The Tragdcel History of Doeti,r Famstus'. Daok I of Spen~
gser's 'Moerie Queenh' would be found useful in *ais connectiog.” '' The Tuslang
Published an issue of The Nugleus £illed with Gi%ber: & Sullivan lyrics vwhinkh
coulé apply +o fans. This one wes meant for Tive Miske, but a fit sarget arrives
ia fendom every yeaX or two: "A most intense ‘young mam , A soulful-eyed young
man, An ultra-poetical, super asestheti el, Ovg of the way young man!i®™ ' AnG
Speer betreyed himgelf as the or iginatoy of the vegler Dogtrines, in meof his
verses on the Science~Fiction Song Sieet Lt wAnd we vho gather in this coaclave
Do assert tnat we will never be Con ent, wm%il the flag of fandom Jloats over
Prozime Centeurie!™ '' Tucker was wesfdent, Rothman Secrebary-Txeasurer,
Pe?rdue the Offhled, and my humble self 4he vi co~president...Tucker wasn't run-
ning against me that ygoear!
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WiITE, T. H.
Tie pwoil in tle Stone
Tow “oik: G. P, Putnam's Song, 1939, vl2 pp. 20 om.
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Ructuer Infometion: Tis is the firs® Amorican eCition of the volume, wiici
hal already been publisined in Bnglend. The autaor nas cdedieatec tie novel to
ngir Thomes Maleore, Knight®, end las himself »rovided tae line decorations at
the bezimning snd end of each chapter., The ené papers are by Robert Lawsom, and
Henry Seidel Canby's review of the bodk is quoted on the flaps of tue jacket.

Zven tie acknowledged clsssics need an occasional new review, criticlam

Review:;
the nistories of 1it-

or otuey mention, to escape reduction O a meie ention in
evaiture. Taat is ample ercuse for yet another review of "Tae Sword in Hie Stone"
waich doesn't yet rank with waat Sir Taomas Mallory and Alfred, Lord Tennyson
wrote sbout King Arthur, but will some cay. *v  Mmhig novel is the allezed story
of the boyhood of King Artimr. As a result, the autior has been able %o reveal
meay heppenings taat you wouldn't find in miort dtArthur® or tae "Idylls*. The
future king does not yet know his mission ia life--hes not even encomtered Mer-
Lyn, wmtil after the story opens--and is xnowm as T Vart, leading & reasonably
heppy life in Sir Ectort's castle. One day e becomes lostin the woods and runs
a.cross Merlym's cottege; that gentleman promptly ig engajed to move Go ihe castle
and become Tae Wart's tutor. '' It would be difficult to imagine 2 more delizint-
ful persam then Merlyn. He is afflicted with tho necessity of living be.ckward in
time, rather then forward (whi d1 manages to accowmt for at least part of the mul-
#itudinous smachronisms in the book), is absent-minded, constantly arzuing with
thae wmseen power who is the source of ais magic, and turns Te Wert into all

sorts of animals for educational purposes. '' Various tiaings nappen to Te Wart
end his comrade, Sir Ector's real and »roper son Kay, in the cowse of the volume.
Taey are captured and nearly roasted by the drezdful Madame Mim; they nelp Robin
Wood (warich is Robin Hood's real name) to perfarm a rescue in tie neon-lizhted
castle of Morgan Tie Fay; and have anvmmmmfuol alarming feu tninutes in the castle
of the giant Calapas. PFinally, in the last chapters, the apparently episodic
characher of the book falls neatly into a unified whole, with thecdlimaétic with-~
drawal of the sword by Tuae Wort. It coesn't happen in a very spectacular fasiion
~XKay, about to be kmighted, mislays his own sword on tourmament day, orders The
Tayt to find him another, and Tae Wart tekes possession of e ae sees std cking
in an onvil. A little later, everyone realizes vihat he has done, Merlym reveals
tae *rue secret of his birth and destiny...and Tae Wart, a very humen and scared
little boy, buwsts into tears. '' Like de Camp, White menages to infiltrate a
bi%t of satire in%o his writing. It is interesting to Xfigure out what signifies
what, but it's pretty easy to spot the resemblance between a modern nightclub and
Morgan's plihmamm palace, while Galapas' howe bears suspicious similarities to ‘the
‘eirca 1938 Euwrope. Unlike de Canp, Waite is a poet, and all throdgh tha hiilarious
situsztions, absurd snachronisms, and faptestic adventwres ruae a gtrain of bean Uy
ad something very akin to megnificence. Tais mi:twre cnno* be deoscribad; the
book rmst be read 4o appreciate i%. £fhere is also a nrodigious amount of learn-
ing demonstrated. White is an erpewt on falconry, knows & 10t allout the comestlc
ecanomy of the medieval castle, ang can see tie worlc farpugh thae eyes of a snale
or a fish to perfection. He also has a remarkable gift fOor spimning fables ana
nev legends through the mouths of nis animal cmaracters; e badger's story of
what God said to the embryos vhen they were ziven thse dianee of  deciding what
sorts of things they wanted #0 be bom as, or tue dream of the 1ocks wiica The
Wart sees as an owl, are wmsurpassed in any fantosy I bave yot en countered. '!
Tais book is that rarity-—a modern fantasy which begame a bes®i-seller, and re-
sulted ia a brace of sequels, "Twe Witch in the Wood" and "Tiw; Kll-Made Knight».
With conies being easily available im amny library, and tuminegg up frequently in
second-hand gtores, there is no excuse for not reading snd gwowing to love it.

- Harry Warner, Jr.
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