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WILLIAM ROTSLER
ROUTE ONE,BOX 68
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1 have in front of me at the moment a small card bearing the following inseript~/,
ions
"lould you write - unbelnownst to him - a life story of Bob Tucker for
WASQUE? - Or: amyone that suite yoyr faney., Would you, huh, would you?" .

R4 TS i ' ﬁotsler

Now the normal impulse upon sening such a request in front of one.is to move 5 and
move quicKlys Cr cldse oné's’eyes and just hope it vill go away. But I'm lazy.//
ani I'm also painfully aware that I have a couple of pages of FAPA requirenents to
£i11 before y year 1s up. Sq \ah’"’ not £111 it with drivel? R

In a 'vord, why not Writq abou't, Tucker?
\ b4 bea

I have vritten a‘dout 'I‘ucke“ before. T once d1d an entdre article on the man s////

writing, artfully #i'iing it sS that it would appéar “just bBefdre one of his books//

came out, In return for a few thousand werds or so of obviously lying and fulsome

remarks concerninb his 1iterary ability, » 4 necelved & freg gopy of the volume -///

wihich is Jus*b vhat I had hopod would happen, as I nceded & docrstop.

Ourbatm'bom sticxcs. N ;ﬁ(; “ AR L "I .

But to movu! from balthrooms to, Tucker --'- a logw_.ca.l enoug'h progression, by the way,/
it oceurs to rme that n01ther I nor anyone olsc €6 ry ¥nowlcdge has ever written///
ruch abuut Tucker the Dane  pay aybe beczuse he 1sn't,:.uch of a man.

This is no'c to infer that Tuckers nare is Abscnt from the pages of fanzines or///
prczines, or that he has not been the subject of frcquont writeups. It's. merely//
that in ¥lrost all these ment.lons, 'I‘uckcr has seldon appecared as or been cvaluated
as an individualo Y :

Rlwzys, as ry title indicatcs , Tucker is’ considercd as a fabulous i‘igure. Fabulous.

in the sense that a unicorn is fabulous, or a virgin.

Now this nay be the proper approach, Mr Tucker 1s not.

(and I can vouch for this perscnally) 2 unicorne Nop
is i Tucker (and I can't vouch for this personally,//
tut mercly strongly suspeet) a virgin. Neverthcless,/
he is fabulous, £p4.

The saga of his fannish exploits rxtrnds way ‘back to 1932, a.ni occupics alzost as/
ruch spacc in Loskowitz! fan~history, THE IM:IORTAL STOR:., as is devotcd to the////
story of vho threw when out of what r‘oating-hall. Obviously Tueker is an import-/
ant' figure. -

alnest any neweomer to fandonm soons lcarns a grc:xt deal about Tueker t.hrough the//
frequsnt rcfercnees nade to hin in current journals, ..

They rcad about Tueker the lettor=hack of yore, Tucker ‘the fanzinc-publlshﬁr oi‘/,/ 7

fortics, Tucker the pro~writer, Tucker the hoaxer, Tucker the hoax-vietim. It's// "




all down in black and white for anyone to read. Even Tucker could read it, if////
his literary abilitlcs cxtended beyond the riere recognition of 7 lctters assembled
on a label so as to spell out the legend "J-I-M B-E-A-l', Ineidently, Tucker's///
vicll-known predelietion for this particular beverage actyally stems from his 111i-
tcriacy. As a seience~fiction fan he was first attracted to the brand becausc he//
thought its name was "GIN BEM", PESSN L - :

So .mch, and not very, for the Tucker of the fables and the legendss So rmuch for
the Tucker who once triecd to rcach lamnmoth Cave by way of Canada, thc Tucker who /
puts the nanes of his friends in his books as charaecters, thc Tucker who - at the
Convention in Cleveland =- had to be foreibly restrained from putting up his son//
at thc auction, S Vg B '

But what abcut Tucker thc human being?

4 serics.of unfortunatc accldents has cawsed ry path to eross his through the/////
years, We have visited onc another, worked on rmutual projcctsftrav‘clled together
eaton together, drink together, and — I hasten to add, in all innocehce = slept/
togethers A statement which I hope will hot call forth any inter-Lansy-ations,. ...

As 2 result,’I fecl that I know 2 bit about Arthur Wilson Tucker, amd perhaps it's'
ting)fandom found out, tos. ((Quick, Tucker, what's your offer to buy ry silence?
WR. . ' ‘ : . .
Biographically, the facts as arc as sinple as the nan hinself. He wag born in ///
rural I1linois, near Peopria, on thc 23rd of November. Surprising as this may /
seenn to any--mumber of people, the year of his birth was wall within the present,

or twenticth century -- thus giving the lie to the rumor that Tucker {s really a//

‘3

pscudonyr: of the Comtc de St, Germain. The yecar was 191L, to be exact, '3

“'He grew up in Bloonmington, went to schocl.there and///
(incongrucus as it right seem) in Nornmal, -I1linois, He
is a novie projcctionist, but has- also done work in///
advcertising, publicity, cditing, reportorial and phot-

: ographic,fiolds -- plus his profecssional wtiting. In

.'all of thesc fields he has managed to dispinguish him-

~ sclf by thc quality of his cfforts. Jig? ) Sl
For onc of .the apparently overlooked or uprentioned///

~ithings about Tuéker is that hc does thingg well, °

) T In a ficld such as fandom == a ficld dotted: with t.hy/ _

sydsyati B AR b it droppings of Loud=licuthed Jackasses and filled with///
VIRTE L PN [ifa, their brayings w- Tucker-has jlways distinguished hinee
%J py * T sclf by the comsistent quality of his efforts,

Ferhaps the nost fabylous thing about lir Tucker is-that the man is.efficient. Hc/
gets thingg dénc, “When he started out, back-in 1932,.as a lettér-hack and as a///
part-tine contributor to fanzincs, .he nmade a determined effort to find a place for
himsclf in"the ficld as’a fdn. And did s&; by virtuc of thc worth of-his contrib-
utions. - , R Tt i Sude K% THAUAES TS

As a director of various fan organizations) as an office=holder, as a-policy-maker
te has always offepcd mpre-than nere token activity. He has been a princ ‘mover///
bchind many of the lasting prejects in the fan ficld,, - L IS ,

His success with LE  ZOMBIE and the BLOOI-JINC{’I{ON {later, SCIENCE FICTION) NEWIS// /1]
IETTER is rcadily aeclained by fandem, However, many fans scem to ascribe that //
success toc Tucker's ability as a hurnorist. L y . ;

Actuolly, in ry opinion, it was got the huror which clevated IE ZO.BIE to the top,
but the thread of candor and ccmon-sense rcadily apparent in i1ts pages. Inter-//
spcrsing the funny business one finds a consistent stream of authcnticated nox'ws///



itens, solid information, aad 1ispassionate elitorializing.  Tucker always called
the shots s he saw them. And this is all the more renarkable when conc considers
that hc 1id so in the days when fandom was in its infancy —— its puling, trawling
narie-calling infeney. Any roader of the aforerentioned LIMORTAL STORM comes aw:

vith the inpression that the fandom of IE ZOMBIE days frequently rcescibled 'bhc/i
teverient of a Bentral Amcrican banana republic in the 1890s: eomplete with/////
fvods andl revolutions and impassioned attempts at dletatorships. Against this//?
Loclgr und, IE Z0MBIE rods sorcnc in a trough of truth, stcercd against the,pre-/
v2iling winds by a eocl and conpctent captain vhosc compass was not subjcet to///
erratic variation. ((Gee, that's the ncarcst thing to a purplé passage LASQUE///
hzs had 4n a long tic! WR)) A el et e
The KEWS IETTER was (and remains to this day) a model df its kind,  Living up to/
its title in cvery sensc of the word, it neverthcless scrved as a projection of//
the 'I‘\écker personality; a Journal cof opinion -- hanest cpinion, objectivoly del-/
ivercd. T : . I o

an honest//

Tucker is the xind of a guy who swould have dcl‘.’Lgint'cd. Di'oge'ncs. He 1s
manl

New not all fans arc lantern-carriers: not all fans share the samc Dicgenerous///
inclinations. Scme of then have resented, in the past, the very candor which is/
the keynote of tho Tucker perachality. Tucker is no dodicated erusader; he sall-
ies forth indurgencsquely, without a laneg. Nor docs he earry a chip on his/////
sh.uldor. On tho othor hand (or shoulder) heither is he one to 1issomble or dis-
sirulate. ' If he Aisapproves of an individualks
activities, hc dvesn't disguisc thc fact. If
he 1s borcd or tired or dissatisficd, he takes
his leave cof the scene ~— quictly, btut-quie
And i1f he scents a sham, he is apt t6 spc:ak/ky/
up. HNot blatantly nor melodramatically (thV/
only tine,the man.rexlly-lost his head was////
whon somebody :made off’with-his ¥en of clubs)/
but emphatically .qneugh and -bluntly endigh 4o/
that ‘the offending porty is aware of his dis-/
.. appriwval, &8s 2 result, Tucker has trod on af/
4 F) for sensitive toes in his time. But not, one
Fadl : - , 9y rest agsurced, through clunsiness. on his///
S\ : part.. - ke e “oa W

-~

His clcverncss, his profc$sional talent, his extensive knrwledge and, backg;:ound'/;/
«f cxpericnec in the field all contritute tc his success and tor his clevetion tc/
crdnense in cur mierccosm.:

! ]

Eut there arc other clever pecple, talented people, expericneced and learned peo
le, who have 'nct attained «- and perhans never vill attain «— Tucker'!s rank in///
gencral asfcetion or esteen. Beezuse they scemingly lack that:other imp rtant///
characteristic; that honcsty of self-cxpression vhich 4s sc definurely g part of
Tucker, : e I " .

As mn indivilual, he has always gone his ovn way, governing his life-pattern/////
vith thc same quiet determination which marks his progress as a profcssional/. //
writcr. He is nelther a blatant exhibitionist nor a tindd conformdst, and the /
fact that this $all, erewcut figure with the almost Inlian-slantel checkbones /
locks 2 good ten years younger than he is can be attributed to elewn living, the/
the purity of Jim bean, or a go 4 embalrdng job. - ' '

all of vhich 15 nct cmpty culugy. It is. merely an attempt tc reetify a curious//
an-maly in present~lay fandcm -- a situation wherein everyone writes' about Tucker
anl so few people scen to ¥now hin as an infividual. And as an 4ndivITNaT, he ss

well=worth knovidng,

One final werd is probably in order. It may be suspected that I an buttering up/
to Tuoker indirectly herc in case he happens tc have ancther be k published. Such
is not the aase.




hActu~lly, I writc this wercly because 1///
feel I cwe hir scmethingé ¥Yhen he and his
fardly visitcd us after the Conventiun////
this £111, his wifc fixed ry daughter's///
bicycle.

Shcts a good girl, that Fern Tucker.

An’ if she sces sorcthing in the guy, he's
gt + hawve a few redeeming features, The
ncre foet that Tucker could attract so////
nice a fernale is fabulous enough for re,

Let's face 1t. Tucker is a gocd nan,

.lII..‘.........l..-.'....I..‘.'....'OQ....
He wos ecasting ddreeter in a foundry, hon.

ssssvescesnsnssssnsnsenssdovdocsccossnsnnie

A NOTE FROM ROBERT BLOCH

This business of writing a bi-graphy of a/

guy wilthout his knowledge is fraught with/

pussible pitfalls...onc always hcsitates//~
t. say somcthing which may embarrass tho//

subjcet, However, I feel I know Tuck well

en-ugh to take these libertics without////

running the risk of offendinf hir,...which/

I wculdn't want tc do on a2ccunt of I love

- the guye  ((Hell, who ewull get offenled//

at such wgoboo? L))

AES SN AR SRR NS NABR AN AN 000R00RCRRIRRIOROEISES
"That's a Carsc' -f an ther eclor.t  (DAG)

SR e B RN sesERbaRsBeaseatnossesNabennsen

4 IETTER FRC. ROBERT CARSE

I vill vrite you a very shert mote, thus//
insuring its publicaticn...if as a filler/
if nothing elsc. # UASQUE #11 artived here
t-4-y in rogal pmp, vhich is a brend «f//
envelope, I think,

Enjoy FitzGerald's lettcrs and am sad to//
hear there will be no more, # Your collec=
tion of art schocl day nerories was ranbl-
ing. 1 liked the stamps but thc one of me
lcesatt do me justice. Iy 3/L view is a//
littlc like Jeffcrson, don't you think?

A CARD FROL REDD BOGGS .

Oh, hell, on Secend thought, plcase doé&&/
cr.ss nc off the...n2iling list. There 7

doesn't scen ~uch reason fer getting then el '
if I don't read them, Andt after 20-0dd/// ' ;
issues, I fecl like a greybeard vetocran/// :
vhn ean s=fcly rctire and leave the field - ,\\~_. (
tn some recipicnt with more interest and// :
finger. . othis applies even 4f you go riine-

€0ee.best of luck and cverybody involved,

but I £xx% don't fecl a part of it any//

rcre, and 1t's best that I depart. ((Snif))




THE L LIPE :STORY @E R -BLOCH
3 S M e : - Zf’y AO[’ tucker £

~)

¢in the autobiographicel material which appears on his book flaps and///
other stray ends, R. Bloch is fond of saying that he has the heart of a snall bey——
he keeps it 1n a bottle on his desk. Mr. Bloch, whose personality and erotions////
lean tovard the modest side, is indecd speakdng the truth here; but characteristic-
ally he is not telling the whole truth. It is his heart. The bottle is one put///
into circulation by the "Cld Red Dog Rye" people of Pekin, Illinois,

Lztely, certain of ir. Bloch's adrirers have started=-all in fun we should////
hzsten to aay--a movement to "pickle I'loch for posterity." This movement is exact-
ly thirty-six years too late, as the stockholders of the "Cld Dog Rye" conecern will
testify. The Pekin, Illinois warchouse has contracted with a truck line to make///
weckly delleeries to Vieyawiega, Wisconsin,

"The Beast cf Weyawwega," as he is affectionately known by his family and fri-
ends, 1s 2 torn writer. The doctor who attendsd his birth and who later missed his
quill pen, found said pen firmly clutched in the hand of the infant Robert; the////
first three chapters of The Decllne & F_Ya%l of The Roman Empire viere also discovered
painfully scribbled on the bedsheets, His mother never forgave hin. From such/j/ ,
hurble beginmings, kr. Bloch built a commendable career. Inasmuch as his father///
was somewhat lacking in funds to pay the medical expenses attending his birth,young
Robert skilfully forged a check; at the age of six he began forging nctes to be ex-
cused frou school, and at eleven he successfully forged his own release pagers to//
win free from reform school.




He gave up forgery in 1919 hnwever, when the Treasury Departmeni began checking
into the amazing mumber of Liberty loan Bonds whish liary PickSnnd and Dovglas Fass /
venks were selling in Times Squazc. They hadn t issued uhat maiy bonds. EHaving,)//
teoughtfully done his umcss wo nelp Wan The Var That Weila lake The VWosid Safe ror,’
-ocezey, the young wiriver left Jdew York to seek his fortune. (This saused 2 panie /
+n &l Strect, and Hocas.o Alger stopped penning books.

The yoeng Lie. Bioen knoskeé around New Orkeans for several ycars, only leaving/
et ot when tne HNavy Depariment closed sp Sworeyville. This move was followed Ly
a reriod of vnemploymen’: for men of fis {%then) current profession; juke doxes ';ook};
the picee of  onos in {iooses of 110 repuse. Roberi's musical valeno never deserted
Ll in e yeass wiai were to foilow, however; woday, in his plush. ocok-iincd stady
in the slecry lirile viliage of luyauwega, angd electric organ occaplcs an honored///
place in one correr, wiile in 2nowier roun nc has an antique Vicirola (eranked wy///
hard) nd dezens of nlstorivaliy-valiable records. ("A.i smlonc, by whe Tcicphone, *//
"reken Teeves Rag," "Let ke Call Zou Sweethcast," "The Bowery Blucs," and osner//
classicnl 1 ieues )

Keeolling his swwcess on ihe bedsheeds, young lobert rcturned %o writing, In a
fovr yoars <are he had written and putliched "Waniity Fair" (whose ploc was vased op a
golddigger he had known), "The Scarlet Letier" {intended as an answer to “The letier
Edged in Black"), "Leadierstocking Tales" (somewnat racy st ries for the under=co.ne
ter trode), and "Ihe Evota of a letion" (leter purchased for motion piotuzes. The//
young author also 1izyed a2 small role in the pleturc, it should be nosed; no appears
briefly ns =n unidencified soldicr; leering at the heroine as she passes oy,

ovang fwon iy 30 ety o av.dd his grecdy vublishers and his adoeing public,
Lr. El ch buiefly tfmew Ciicago, bdlwaukce, and other metropolitan veniers, o cidine
ately setrle 1n Weyauwega. In the neantiie he had penned hundreds of horreor storiessy
fontasy 2nd scienve Fivvlous radic and television nlays, and threc ryssery noveis.//
He has ilso ghosi-wirivien nunercus yilitical speeches £or a ccriain anonynous (bus//
BIG) Visconsin figuve. iy, Elcuh has been forgiven overything exeept the political/
speeches.

He has one wife and ore daushicr, cwns ore house and one dog,

Conscauently his othor head is alwoys brewing 1dle nisehicf.,

B R e e L L & B e 2
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WHAT I KNCW ABOUT REDD BOGGS 4D EOB SILYEIBERG by

Never, until Retsler asked for this article, did I rcalize how very little bio-
graphionl inforiation I had on bob and Tedds Dospitc the fact that ur three-svay///
cerrespendence is litsra reasurable in hundreds of thousands of words—--a stack of
typing paper better thon feour inches thick-—I am surprised by the sudden realization
that I have rcad 21l those lotters from thom without goining any more data than I///

* The thinss 1 don't Mmow about them would f£ill a dosen 1ASQUEs, but I'il try to/
£i11 2 page or two with what I know, or strangly suspcet. ((With that fircball bep-
inmdng I'm wondoring if I picked the right EB-BS cxpert. Ed.)) :

Sinee the swamer of 1953, the three of us have engaged in a sort of earbonated/
correspondence vhich. we ¢all "idde=Cpen Threc-day," or, as it's more commonly abbrc-
vizted, "WO3W', VWhen we write, it ic alweys to tho other ¢wo. Redd and I make an//
orisin~1 and oo coarbons, kecping 2 enrbon of cur ovm cutgeing stuff to conplete tho
files. Bob, being either less nareisstic or lcss inclined to keep things, flings///
his words upon the wind and bids then begene, }

(

_ Physically, the WO3W 18 Tairly wcll standardized/ | /7 ;.
o8 t¢ dinensionss Helght is five feut, eleven dnches, |1 .
plus or inus a fraction. Hedd, I think, welghs betw/

woen boht's svelte 165 and at 185. Redd, sittingly////

cneugh, has hair of a.shade ezlculatid to make a brand

nevi fire-cngine lock dull and lifcless., %With this, as z \

standard qquipment,- cane the rcadhcad!s fair cotplex-~/ 1o %

iont he sunburns scrething fiercc and nover tans. Els 5

cyes (and I have only ris word for this) arc a bright/ '1§£§

bluc. &ll in 21Y, hc is a sight to delight the shade/ \ ]

of George L. Coharde L , | :

Silverborg, on the other hand, has blemk hHair and brown cyes ({a comtination///

thot is supp eed tovary sexy, ‘It ¢01ds Yi))e It would be fitting if I eondd/////
aver-ge things sut by hoving brovn cyes and red hedr but, while I have the fermer,//
vy hair is the approxiiiate hue of a-badly sciled 2y blankets .

apivise, oob 4s in his curly twenties and Hedd 4s in his early thirties. In///
this, thce winter of 1955-56, .ledd 1s 2 graducte student -t the University of linne-/
ects: and Lob 4s a sendor at Colu iz, I' nt quite sure just what cither of then
{s stulving clthouch Bob onec casuclly =21luded 4c having to read sone 800 paipes of//
cervontes cver a weokend. This dipresses ne, 4if n onc clsec.

Silvorberg would never forgive e if I heglected to nention his £ilthy-pre/////
activitins so, lest I forgot, he has sired a juvenovel called IEVOLT O &EPha C (and
rcunly lamned 4t too, on cecasion), es well as a sizcable slcw of shorts and novel-
ettcs “hich have appesrcd, or seon will appear, in 2 1ist of nogazines ronging fron/
the sublic t¢ the ridiculous: from S.4T [ ALOuL COU ICS 4o ASTOULDING oCILHCL F1OTION,
vith vcy=stops at 1EBULa, I. AlTuaTLOd, FUTULE OF, I aGL.aTIVE TalkL, A 4JING and////
othirs. '3

at last repcrt, he vos viorking cn a confession-tyne thing for LO.DGL: nagazine/
e21lcd "I RAQl T GELCH DG, N ((5:12 1%, too, I understand.})




lodd accepted a non-gormission in the USAAF (referrsd to these days as "The///
€14 Crovn=Shoe Air Foree") in Juiy of 19L2 and. hy din: of hard vork, caviaess apel
ication to the tosk at hand, ciean living 2nd whe houesh Iigoe in s cilear Tioo/ A
eyes, o highly perceptive Air Force vapidly heaped sromotiosn Afucr Brono Sion wpoi /s
hin brtil, at the time of his separa‘ion, fe nad astwained wic vooer asif /

fTicd wanks!
ci nun-comiissioned officers. Ke was a corporal, hHim and me Boun.,  Gooposis e K
the reople who really run the 4ir Focce while 4he Sgus aad Yawrts ead Cots nut St
tni bens sit on their dulis and look regai. Ay Gorooral can teii you vhah  .iod s
Corporcls will )l you that. ((Sare. lock ag Hupcleon and HHzitev.csard look an / /
tic end they cndedead, Giad T was a ™7 mrself.  WR))

heldd spert nosw of his ime daving ihe srar ei Aamogordo, New llexicc and al an

airbase in Baglomd. I vas wh le hu was an Alamognido toavy he perpoucated 2 pun/f/.
Vhich, 1 thiok; would shame a Wilids, (i{Notlans would shame a W:ilas, After ali,//

. . .. o e P . . o ” N i 2 i
lockdi® vhat tchat lavest Lallis does, - .shemcicss ia2)  Tiey {{tc get back o the////

]
mein surean of vhings., ! lad a large maciine To Sveep up she rumraye and Redd ¢hon-
ced TPOY 4% die day v ile whe mainierance erevi was engagzed in putting nov *ireu 0-1/'
ite & ceariaia song fobm a mesisal (Bexlin’s THIS IS5 T AY, I hiank) was exsceme
ely r.opuias at ih.s *iie so cur-heso gratbed a photographer, had a piciuce t2xen of
the cperaiicn, and pas it wn the bzse newspaper with a caption which ran: "I'E////
GETTING TIRED 30 I CAL SEpe.u L

Pernaps 1 should clarify a point here. The term "base newspaper" used +he////
adjective "base" in thc sense that it mezns a center of operations, it was not used
in the eritical scnse.

It was vhile in Ingland that Redd was wounded undsr the most farnish circum-//
stences imagincable,..l mean it was a V-2 and vhat could be more stefnal than that?
It jarred a bulletin board off the wall and a corner struck Redd on the head. It//
is to this blow that he attributes ®is contimiing interest in fandou.

Silverberg says he's in it for the $atifagtion.

l.ooca.-oqat-.o-.!.oD.col.novo-.o..-o.talo..l.q..p....to.....nucoltlop.-l.n'lilocdt
"Sex was handed down through the ages." (lifted from a fanzine)

l.---‘.....l..l.l"l.ll......l..'..l.l.....‘..--l-l'.-.--...b.t..lll‘.l.l-....."‘-

THE KTEIC HAGAZINE SALPLER

Some people thinle KTEIC JAGAZIKE is a hoox. It isn'ts Kteic storted 2s a////
letter-substitite, something like 1.03%. really, but was passed along from person %o/
perscne Two caropons were made & the criginal & one carbon cireculated around the///
globe, onc copy ended (as rost things do) with Dsan A. Grenncll (vho is a Good kan)
and the other with the Lcssons. K. scems to hove grown into a scrd of ryth or/////
something, Original or charter merb-/
ers included Burbee, Jacobs, arner,//

ezllard, Boggs, Grennell, Tucker, Lney
and Danner. I soon added Hoffman, Lee

"RCTSIER? Vho's Jacobs, Ballard, Eloch, the ‘leSsons,//
/£OTSER?" Silverbersz, and (if Helen “esson has//

passed then o}n) Willis. Then the dann
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thing grew and grew and more were added to the chain: Andy//
and Jean Young, 4TQOH, Calkins, Laney, Sgt Jo Carr, lal Ash:/
vorth, Chuck Harris, Once in awhile a stray copy wouid be//
sent to Syd Stibbard, my cartoonist brother-in-law Jim Cad
berson, etc etc. But so many people have been asking for/./
copiles—-probebly because of thuse happy corments in vacious,
fanzines & the air of mystery it received thusly and because
of the "imner circle" feeling-—I thought I right include a//
few excerpts. 4lso I need the activity credit.

There is an inner circle feecling, I supvose, because I/
sent Kii only to those people I was really interested in. I
publishel oaly those portions of letters I liked. In return
I reed sone vonderful letterss added many fine names to my//
graving collection of odil/funry nones, I even prodded Lee Hoffman, she seys, among/
other veople, back into fan activity, Huzzah fo' me. So here, me hearties, is a//
sempler of KITIC LAGAZIBE, which to day has run to nearly a hundred and fifty pages
and legan in January of 1955,

() (e () () () (o) () (o) () (o) (o) (o) (o) (o) (o) (o) (o) () (o) (o) () ) () (o) (o) e

KTEIC MAGAZINE

& FCT CF POURII

ly wife Abney, as a child, once asked the FBI man who eaptured ilachine Gun Kelly
what He did when he wasa't killing people. He answered, “Out looking for people to
kll, S

Lark & Van Ferber ~%0ld of a friend of a friend who had a parakeet with clipred wi-
n:s (that caused it to walk like a tough guy) and who was taught to waudle in and//
chirp, "Look out! I'm an eaglel"

Friend of Abney's was telling us of a woman in Derkeley who goes around at night///
answering FOR SialE newspaper ads just to have scmecne to talk to. # The ZEE nepkin/
ad, with the guy with the grapefruit: it says NO SQUIRT ON THE SHIRT but I always//
see the last word without the "R." # liark Ferber, a fountain of wisdom, alsc introe
duced me to a new swear word, Or at least it sounds 1like a swear word: "horsepucky!'
# bhatever haprened to the stf mag covers that used to show New York under water or
brcken 8tatues of Liberty? I'm starting to see giants astride the Brooklyn Bridge/
again. # To add to my name collection there is a lccal woman that has a periecs/)//
Evelyn Yiaugh name, Linerva Walnscot. Bob Peteler said, "She only comes up so higa
cn the wall." # The Bible, William Shakespeare, John Donne and "Alice in V:'onder-y
land" have provided more bcok titles than anything else. It would be a neat turn//
of phrase to say "more titles than literature" but it would be untrue,

I think sbout tro-three pages of hunting thru KI for "gems" will about burn me out,
1f 1 wamged gou to read it you would have probably read it iy now amywaye. )\ So.e.s
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STORYTIME

A friend, whose veracity I do not doubt
tells this one about a 6'4" handsome
dog of a friend. This friend was and
is a M"great man with the ladies!" and
has been married about five times. Dur-
ing one of these marrjages—~nmy friend
can't remember which one——they had a
cexy maid. One day the wife opened the
bathroom door and found her husband and
the maid on the bathroom floor doing
"that" (as GCF would say). Without a
word she closed the door, grabbed her
bag, left and started divorce proceed-
ings. The man complained, "She dida't
give me a chance to explain,”

0P 0000000000 800CORTIRCINRENRICONCRNItIRLER

You're a goddamn jewel,

TP EPSBUNBTRORERNONDINBBOIPECOIONDONOOE
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LOVELY THOUGHTS DEPT

You know those early morning husband-
and-wife programs? How much fun it
would be to own your own TV station.
and have an unshaven grumpy man as the
husband, always growling for his coff-
ee, staring balefully at the camera,
etc, The wife would be a chatterbox.
Then you plant the gimmick. The wifec
is to go away on a vacation & there is
bright morning chatter (on her part)
about the spot shefs picked, etc. The
day arrives that Mrs, Whosis is now on
her wvacation and <the husband takes
over the show, bright and cheery, with
a sexy floozy in feathered boa & filmy
negligee. Heh, ‘

A NOTE FROM GCF

I read in the paper where Hemingway
said he always wanted to be an English
prof, but wasn't one because he drank
too much, I think he does much better
erecting castles than digging holes,

A MINORITY OPINION

"hat is SAPS?" my wife asked. I exp-
lained. "Thank God, I suppose, that
you don't belcng to two like FAPA!Y

’.o.o.o.0.0.‘:0%0.9.0;&006;;007Iqe!.‘...'e......"..-00..0-..'.000.0‘...0'l.l..'.
Fearless? Why, he&s so fearless he'll ask a waitress to reheat a bun!

0P 2000000000008 000000000000008.00800000800RC00RRCCRRIDIERECPEERRRRCC0R0CICOROIDPOROSONES

NOTES AND COMMENTS

¥y other and father once ate a meal, years ago, of canned reindeer meat balls and

avocado salad topped with fat sardines.

All creation is the reflection of the creator.

(Lower case ¢ on creator, note.)

Decoration is primarily design without content.

America is so used to nothing more than "do-it-yourself" kits--designed, of cour-
se, by someone else--that when I was working on my fountain at and for the Bever-

ly Hilton Hotel I was constantly asked, "Did you make it yourself?"

design it yourself?" Phbogi

Lark Ferber introduced me to a new sweaxr word. _
Mark, in the spmrit that made America great, alsp and

swear word: "horsepucky."

"Did yoUessee

Or at least it sounds like a new

vwithout fear of reprisal brought our attention to a fine sign to hang over your

coilet.
TELEVISION.

Do you hate to eat from paper plates?

When I get a press I might turn some out,

I doa

The sign: SMIIE, YOU'RE ON

Every once in awhile Abney gets a

wild hair and tries to "push" paper plgtes when we're having some greasy food. I

have to constantly out my foot down.

right through them (and into my knee) and letting things drip from them.
They're evil things,
No dishes to wash and they sail well at picnics.

they taint the food, too.
maybe two.

Paper plates buckle, I'm aiways cutiing

I'm sure
They have only one advantage. Or
Phhoooge.




CORINNE CALVET WRITES FROM THE RIVIERA DEPT

You will be interested to know that the Bikini bathing suit here is definite-
ly out of style. It has been replaced by something called "Le Minimm." And
they mean minimuam! . :

"le Jimumom"  is  about the size of a flag on a doll's house. It takes abou
27 scquare ventimeters of cloth to make Le Mimamum, If you want to know how mach
clpt@ that is, it takes 7O ceniimeters to make a hat. A small hat-

. "le iinimum®™ is  tied on with String. Both men and women wear this costure.
Tre vomen, -in  the interest of modesty, usually add a string oi beads and some-
timestimes a straw hah. When going to the murket they may wear an additional
item, a shopping bag. But nsver more than thas.

. kost of the mere stylish linimums have a zipper pocket. You can put a key or
coin in it, providing tvhe coin isn't larger than a 10-cent piece.

GET YOUE HANDS OFF MY ANKLE, SIRRAH!

Judith Yagodka was telliug vs last night that 25 years ago a wiid Hungarian boy
friend she had tried to teach her to drive. is philosophy wf life was "live g-
angerousiy"” and this was wreflected in his dri?ing,..he didnit believe in using
the brake-~said iv made for self.relisdive; e¢tc. .-Su in teackhing Judish to drive

" he refused wo allow her to ycuch the brake and if she did he would grab Ler ank-

Y

de and tear her foot away.  And on San Francisco's hills, too...

. JANE PALIUER, HONOR AND THE REVRGDUCTIVE FPROCESSES

In cthe MIRROR-DAILY NEWS newspaper in LA there is a sort of Advice to the Lcve-
loin celumn written by Jane Paumer. My wife Abney reads it coasvantly for it is
a hilarzous cclamne OFf couwse, I don't kuow how much of the humor is madeup —-
for a lot of these are too guod ©c be true ~- but some good stuff appears., Here
is. one examples :

"Dear Jane,

e A . PR .

"iover -has a woman such & burden to bear. I met a man three months

..88Q, and We have ¥allen,in.icve. Beging an honorable man, he didn't become’ inti-

mate with me for almost a month. Now T find I am going to become a mother and
he is going to become a father. .
"Naturally, being an honorable man, his only thought is to marry me. He

- is. well-to-do, his appearance is good and in spite of a slight speech impediment

he meets with my approval as since the first month I have had no difficulty in
understanding him. '
- Warriage would he fine. Put sincc he thinks I am an honerable woman

who was merely overwhelmed by our great love, I am hesitant %o tell him that I

have two illigitimate children, one 17 and the other a baby of 10 months, I am
afraid the shock of my unfortunatc past may change his feclings for me, Of cou=
rse, it would be impcssible for me to - live a lie or to live with a man who di-

. dn't respect me. Shall I give up my great love for this man? It means everyth-

“ding to me.”

Miss Ja., Los Angeles.

Jane's reply: "Honor is not just a matter of timing...and although your first

indiscretion might have been a misfortune of youth and inexperience, T believe

it will "be to your berefit to concede that some 16 years later you shouid have

- Liovn better. And to fall into the same predicament tne third time so soon after

the secend is certainiy merc imprudent than unfortunate.”

NADIR

«Tomo Yagodka and his wife Judith were here at my home re'cently and were talkling

to us about scme straighitlased dovtor at the Camarillc State Hosp. Tomo, said,
LWThey don't drink, they don't smoke, they don't go to movies...even their dang-
hter is adepted, so you see, tney don't do anything,"

«



ECBERT BLCCH POSTALS

¥

"oesAs usval lasque evokes nostalgic
remorics of Patchen, Neurotice, Celine,
Ve Direcnions: Mailer; Brussard; Cume-
m.ngs, Dps Passos, the eariy Hechi and
the lave Captain Biliy's Wris-Bang.
n'l of which is very qdauf‘ymg Tep
Lonces  to Burpee's remark aboal the
gay who were <wwo pailrs of glasses.
This 1is a charming cnaceont and desco-
vaes  to be enbcﬂmed for pestemiy-. So
docs Burbee,¥ I spent last weekend
with Dean Grenuell in a scrt of carp=-
suver's  comventione-a fine kime wa
had by awl. Ask not for whom Lhe Gas~
tetner rolls. Xst, you've got me do-~
ing it

¥ I ssked Burbec if he cared to be em~

balnmed and he said yes and that he

would start or the liguid ingsolzents

at once axd gsent me oub for s me novs.
’ sesNOTE Dy Td.

C OO L ON P ELLL CCLACEYIVIL 2B AIRD P CroIsVe

lsazrce with what you say but
2 canned if I'11 lev yovu saf
it avound nerelit

««:Gene Coe

D000V PVL IR DCOIECEGLAVITLTISZPOINCLALCD YO

Anclude  Uh

It happ ned in the Brown Derby wheire
the waitvesses wear w::y shcrx,; Soiff
skirts +hat stand ou somewha s like
ballierinas. One waitress Toms over
ogprosite a table coo np‘eu DY UWo croaw
ks, Ope drvek dmmodtoiely learsd ovor
avd ksssed vhe gerl in a very intimate
po wwon of ner anabory.  The wailress
waieled  about; snavched up a keichup
botiie and brcke % over the hea? of
the oifending drank. Ho buinind and
said, "I woader what was wreng with
he»?!

The other answered,
iovs fanatic."

"itist be a relig-

INSULYS IN THE ATOMTC AGE DEPT #1

"He doesn'®t have enough brains to come
in guv ¢l the falioub.™

MO qu Sy IUCK.EL:

I'm not heing
MAYESTS where 5.s a fair

dirty, honest. But dp
ovrand of "\;l”iy

2wt jam caiisd Smigkes's. Ao il tuals
wasn'y bad encugh vthkey bhave an o

fatenen illustreated
Novr we must

teid--faghionea !

with a womnan and a ealid,
assane  the wonan 4o be the mother of
'Ll.u collid and in bexms of the day ==
18375 wacy sary cn the 1abol -= she 'Lhen
m,.st be "Ho*bhe“" Smucker.

QUOTES FROM A M’)VTE Cou ’LN

"I used wo be a i:'o 32 but this last
year I grow to a Siue 50 bust;" Jayne
Menpiteld told nme. "How!d you .add
nat. extra iach? I asked, "I don't
kaow,"  tre Zi-ycar-oid blonde replied
in all seriiusness. Y"1 guess I just
became a woman. !

QuOTE FROM & BATHROOY RLADER

W.. cother oabgrﬁw""fm of the tel?p 1oMe
ue.‘_si"unc bootn, in whieh
one nas ohe cucice of igho cr air,
and the telephoae oook, a l{“‘."gi‘ golume
that peimilts  ainost everybody by sce
his name in print.!
e~ Richard Amour, in

CNTE A11 Starved Wath Columbus !

MEOW
tfot that she's flatshested bul whe
only clcvage she has is between her
shovicerblades, !
P} o oy




INTERIM REPCRT: NAMES

1 rave bcen collecting funny names. It started in a very casual manner; just re-
rnerbering funny names that I ran across. I started putiing them in KIEIC MAGAZ-
JME {the darling of the escape velosity set) and people staried to send me remes
anc before I knew it I had a collestion., ALl are authentic; if ycu can believe
.y “riends and correspeudents. A fow of them I know personally...the peolile who
zre namedy that is. Here are some: !

Lrs Royce Snurpns and Schelila Gasling. Denver Pyle is an asctor friend of ours
Leconinm Jones. "Mecomiuvm" is the stuff that’s in a childis bowcls a2t birth. A
Formosan genoral (niss) came over here with daughters named Do Do, Re Re. MiIME,
Fo. Fa, Sol Sol, La La, T4 Ti..s

Tac sister of a friend of ours was named Aldysh Van Valer and they called her —-
I hate nizknames ~- "Alkey".,.and she marrices a guy named Upp. Then there's old
Crville Piepmeyer, Orville wasz a "studenu" at the Univ. of Missouri, a huge fo=-
ovtall playcr who had to be passcd by all teachcrs. He was given a tlank map for
a tecst, un be falled in with pooper names, It was given hin upside down s> he
prcrotiy labels Finland as itaty and so forth. Duvdng an cssay question on Itd~
1y ho wro");e; "lussoiimi is King of Italy. He is a bad man.” (Duce was dead at
the time.

There's Ming Toy Goldberg, Jerry Rumble, Lackswanua Davenport and Iady Bird Jo-
hnson (Iynionis wife). For over twenty ycars festus Pust was listed in the San
Franciscc directory. There is a local fam ly called Bastord. WraiaBallard says
his part of the couniry produced Guivaid Keacouns; Eager Gjierveid, Jdens Fingorens=
gor znd a "Grue' church. There's Guestie Capailia, afier whom we named a cat,

Phyllis Idllis Wiildis MNMcGillis, Penny 4mn Nichols, Adiian Diffendaffer, Vanecl
McEan, Ganhd Towey. Tweuly Docley, Vesta Sesity and Poler Wand; who is a horn play-
er with thc San Francisco Sympaony. Jobn Crumb is with tne Langendorf Bakery &
T11d Rese marricd a man named Buill. "“Phoebe V, Beebe'' is a codllicge pen neme and
there are two local chilidien named Sherry and Brandy.

Richard Ency contributes O%to gon St. Whitelock, John Cowper Pcwys, Bradley Had-
ley, Walliac Wiliils and Screna lMobley.

by father-in~iaw went to school with a Gladys Pantzerov, A maid and a scrvant I
undorstand my wifes family had were called Pecviiar and Bo Peep Feonell,  Abba
Bogin and Cosme McMoon are pianists- 1 went to school with Heiman Swore, Eula
Stanchoff, Roberta Strangeland (iater to go to a reformatory) and Gerald Camari-
1lo FituGeraid. Housben boasts a rich spinster named Ima Hogge

Some of my wife's southern relatives are valled pretiy funny names, mistly nick-
pames, however. There's Boobie Abney and Toogie (bahy talk for sugar) and her
70-year-0id sistcr is ecalled Dangnter. A 20-year-cld cousin in Beoy, two good
looking gairl cousins are TezDee aad Bitty. There is an Uncle Gocky, <oo,

child born on the 25th anniversary of friends was namcd Quarter c¢f a Century --
re:1ly. My mother is called "Sweeble', even by priests, Gerald!s mother revep
rscd her real name Eva to Ave. Pruncllia Scales is an English actress.

And we named our daughter Lisa Aramintaa...

o--c--¢¢0o-o-~-.~)oo0s-o--noo.o-la.-‘o'oooeoocnunoooo.caqococooo-oo'-uaovo‘eoosg..
Onc of the best times in my 1ife was working in the Republican underground.
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