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1 heard some what the sowe oy witnen the LASYS a year ofF
=9

3¢ ago. ¥hat had naggen vas ATk hefore an election acouple of
us Tegular membare Woald et Logetuer end talk aboul who we
thought woulid mulke wead oflicers. “we viewed them not on now
popular tuey were, vet on cow good bhey were Likely to be at

controling = meebing., or waspind minutes. (For example, while

1 made a gond Treesurer, ! msu1d have besn a bad Secretary) -

We spoke te ouy Iri:ris, & 1 urged sli these who wounlid, to at-

tena the =2lsztion u2eting. 9y having a plannad aslate of candi-

1!

dates we =21 ménstsl cuach oL the Yimpulse” nominating, which often

gets popular bui incempetant {$57 the job) memners elected.
What we dic in cother words, was what any poldtical party would
d0...cand won easyly. becsuse e hat goed ¢aNalalelc..-. B3ut some
how sgme menbers laaoked on thig a2 evil machinations, and as &
piot teo "teke over™.

That e vhdiculous. e all koow the only way %o take over
g fan club s Lo zapiure the mimeozrapi.

Polls

Last Summey you will rememsst, UGels Fillick was ciarculating a
ques tionnalire regual ing his ¥ Awalde idea. The idea nad a
certain amoant of apg.cal, i=. 7illick did noi. So 1 found myself
trying ‘o explain way L weo azainst the Awares to Willick and
myself. 1t went somsbthing lik: this.

Tor =2 fan Lo /DCE mypiesly on a fanzing oF it material
me has to have seqn Lhek. Bov in this day sad 2g€ there are few
fans wao evia 5Ty 37 4ul w.l the fanzines that are groduced each
vaar. DBut 2ven if tlieve wore, thers aie & embeT oY fensiges will
very i1imited circula jon, 30 taal few ~ans could get Lo see them.
Thetre-fore, everythiig elae being equal, a good large-circulation
fanzine shcald recieve MOIR vobes than an ejually good small=cir-
culation feazine. I7 Z.X fimgg were all you 8Saw. you wouldn't be

[ S % gl

t tpe bes: Tanzine of The yeal.

which bringe uvp ancther poin%. How zmporten to vou is
the opinion ef a frivge~fan o aeo-fan, whee it come bo judgeing
a fanzine? And think Dow @By vobteg would Be cast oy those wno
dgidn't really know enmough awvouc the fieid to be able to juadge
what is good and whab jzn*t?

- Cngce you s=@ his a3 & weakness in e Tan Awards, you
see that the same critic®sm can be applied %o all {an poll., such
i

as those of Fanac and SkKyTgl Only in the apa's do all those
voting in taeory atlrass =2 all the material, and supposedly
nave the exjerence T judgs 25t one sen't just do away with

general fan awaras, -3 te nany look forward to tnei e I tried
to think of & new ap:rocl.
ceme up Wity one answay that answered meoeth of my opject-
seid it to Willick, end he didn‘t like dt. do on2 else
14 it tc nes liked it enther. 1°m not even sure I like
it, and 1 foubd that it wiuld work. aut somewere in it there

e

maye the gelm of 2r idea some one elae can use. 1 vould we
jnharested in hearityg a more g2neral yeacvion. .

rE




Ky susgestion was for fandom te alect an Awards Commivte
to do the sajtual judging. I thoucht about 20 fans, five to ue
from cach of fue snree N.2, Convenition Zones, and Tive From
o7er-seas .(mainly Britlon). They shouid, 1 Feal, be nominated,
to help ouit down on €ga-boo Tunners. and bthere would have to
be some TAFF-like asaurance that anyone ronning was willing to
aarve. The voting would be general, with each fan being able
to vote for five namesg in each of the four zones. This would
aaaure tha? Large local cluds woul 4 not combrol the cutcome 1n
tuedir zme.

Maa Gommitiee would serve a year, anc ab the end of the
y2ar u&eCu thv "Begt® by taking 8 poxl among bthemselvas., Ihe
meTe fach Lhat they were selected would indacate vtaal the X0
ware among the %Pst wnowa in fandom. Big Nawme Fans, you wight
say. Their Jeint spinion would therefore be more importen and
weaningfuli, 4od as actifans they would most Likely allreaqy

= cizving bthe tulk of “hﬂ fanzines veing publisaned. DBut if

few were pof, ang fan 261tor whe wanted to hzve his wogasine
censidered wouls nol e hard pres:24 0 aod a few pedags o kg
meiling List.
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2erconally would rashar have the prase of a fa2w wac 1
regpected and dhmzxelﬂ than adulatiocn of iae mm?tiuudaa- but
would fars be willing to except ﬂﬁﬂth?”iﬁiv iudwpme%us”ﬁ ¥natb

gver, I'm 106 sujgeshing this ag 2 vanearyPian™, out an idea
For Gisoussion. And I would not wani to serlve @2 tue Gommibieac

T get to many ia1n1nas an it ig.

iy Father ig a Bzainigk

. o e s P L

q e

& -3 T A
con I dresmed
zs axse
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it agened

Tnat was the capiion on an imaginsary Ray Welson gor
up, a8 bhe rezuli of something I <id aso Jkke of maz
Yhen I finalliy got sround to visiiiang a goifee nouvs
up aboui ten blecks Irum me, last Sumpmar.

Mow you mend undersiand that o fer-veal coffee hiouss in
coutn Gate is soovi =8 unlikely as Pst Bigew ginging far a
T.ALE. Copvenglo “guth Gate ig a fairly coaservative, middle-
slase, bedreom comanidy, with ve Tey extreams of wealth oF
fmagjnat:ona R Y nf Lha geople 117 in single family dwalling
that w i 7 s A0 vears ggo. Obhey ﬁnaq a G.i. glant ws
e end nd large 5bnpping egbers, ag mosh of
20 in our ne*gh aring tomie = Likz L0s ndeles.
5 ig o sood sommunisy o live in. but it is no place o visli.
Bub therz it ic, with all iths accouterments of a real
_.Aﬁwe house. 4 bagrdsd grogrintﬂr in a black aweatshirt@ Little
table wish chessboards painted oa &them, in & room 8o cark you
conld ese Lo rsad the over-size neaus DYy e LAjG(“TiEé hurri-
cane leomas. HSven the folk singers dressed ilhe saris, and claimed
to have just come from Greenwich Villags -m- But don't gei me
wrong, 51¢ singing vas Zoods I found 1 lIHCd exoresso coffse; and

T enjoyed myself se nobticably thaob some gne zsent o third cup ol
expraesso Lo my tapbde. Bub I kept fezling that they couldn't bve
“Toy real®. Way would beatni P types or artist want to operate
in South Cate,
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