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MY Dagh
by Leota Nyhus
(This arti-cull came from my sister Noy 2)

My alleged humanoid brother éeked me if I would like to write
sonething for SMoanshine,"

As I am sort.of occypied, in wholaesale lots, with three off-
spring plue friend hueband, it is seldom that I get a chonce to pil-
fer my brother's negazine shelves for reading material.

My neer 6-year old tendrilless son must be developing a new
type built in radar. Some magical type ray that is attracted to candy,
cake, c¢tc. I don't think there will be much market value for this
among parents, but perhaps it can be altered to pick up sand, toys,
-éneils and anything elee that adheres to children.

The girle, ages 3 and 4, are still normel, preferring dolls
and cowhoys to the more high type mental disease of space jive.

My husband, even more earth bound than myself (or children)
seemg to prefer tinkering with the insides of car, washing machine,
lawn mower, etc., rather than to soer off into flighte of fancy as I

em prone to do, when I am confronted with mounds of dirt, be it on
floor, children, or clothes.

ddnittedly of late the things of the ecarth have been morec per~

manent. Moving into & new larger house has forced the present into
the foreground.

However when things ere somewhat back to "normel" perhaps Stan

will be the recipient of some’ ideng, articles, ohildren, or whatever
the wuse dictates. :

The son and heir is now on the directionsl bean té oTenges Or _
apples, as witness paring knife in hand,

A I ewitch on my intercepting beam, forcing the culprit to
go off into tangent and tantrfum, I'myself must interrupt the inevite~
eble colllision, tq thank my 4 year old with tears in my eyes for a
love1¥ fistful of Tamillia buds so noticably concealed in drees
poocket. .

As you cun gee flighte of fancy are being postponed for the
more humdrum and inevitable poesibility of a M5 and e large—~e wery
large-—hole in my space filled head—-bang, :

—Legota Joyce Nyhus
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The February issue o Digegt has & condensed version of Phil
Wylide(how's that for Ee%%er—dropping?) article on the enthroned hrat,
wiich first appeared in pb. For - -some reeson he doeen't think the
tots should be given the Iimelight so prominently. Maybe this 18
e subject that should be discussed under what Welt Winchell might
call “gjjication", But I won't.

.1 wonder if it's true that the schools near here have a sort
of informal textbook in & mimeoced or lithoed "Ousemords for All Oooas-
ione"? Shall I investigatse?

The Saulk vaccine, "Doom City" and Albert Eimstein's death
are recent news items &8 I type this,



ONE FaN'8 OUTLOOK
— oy 8tan Woolston

I believe it's oan 0ld tenet or principle of FAPA that there is
bound to be a certaln percentage of members wha will usc the last-
ninute privilege of the post—mailing to get his needed credits in,
and that he will probably (a) put in the bare essential, und (b) do
it in tre most lazy and lackadasical manner. In the past I have
gqueezed through with vhat appecrs & ninimum of effort, but I insist
that at least it was not lack of interest. Like the nmurderer who
screams, "I'n sincerej" I insist that behind this addled head ig a
thinking organ fairly oozing with the vill to do better than before.’

My woret habit, I'd say, is letting thinge pile up. Even the
knowledge of the principle of scheduling does little good with such
an attitude. For about & month I have been trying to get a spare
week to work out material for two publications, MOONSHINE for FAPA
and THE OUTLaNDER for the fanpublic. Much of that other pub is done,
except for stencilling and headings, so I've 'turned to you at last,.

I wrote to Bob Tucker when the m tter of planned changee in
the FaP4 constitution came up, and that worthy lad sent me carbon
coptes of his outpourings, and so provided added fodder for conment.
Without digging the letter out, I may go into sone of the items here,
working on the principle that if 1 remember it it may be important,

About postmailings, I think it should be r#tained, but if the
nmembers want to fine the user by insisting on double amount or gone
such deal I won't object. I feel guilty every time I use 1t, anymay;
there must be a ‘reason I do g0 often but I don't think I'1ll use the
word that comes to nmind as it'll be slander. '

Inoreased activity--upping the nunber of puges to be required,
or number of copfes--both seem doubtful in value. That is, I wonder
who will figure out vwhat figure to set. For ten or even twelve pges
a year I might go along with, at the present number of copies I nake
(70). But if the number of copies taise to much over 75, my antiquat-
ed nmimeo:would be about shot. As'it is, I raise the stencil to ink
with a brush halfway through or a bit more, as I like clear copies.

Reading over the Constitution while consider loopholes in that
document does bring up places where it's apm rently incomplete, or
out of date.’ I feel, though, that the a-J] groups hove it way over
such orgenizations ag N3F in the efficiency side; this group has one
purpose,  which can be fulfilled through the mail very well, while
N3F is 80 nulti-purposed shat the human elemcnt is apt to cause a
"bollix" quite often, Incidentally, I'm speaking from cold ezperience
as the group gets an annual shuffle which oftecn mecans policy changes
before they . ocan be actually put into effect efficiently. FAPA, with
its clear purposs, can get along With a couple of officers, while N3F
almost requires the same number of active members of a emall town (ten
to 25). Or are my figures wrong?

Getting back to changes in FaAPa, I'm in favor of a continu-
ation of the officers as they now stand. Maybe some officers are
not as active as others, but anyway they can be around in case of
emergency. Four 1sn't too many to be combersone to work together,
even by mail. : '



ABOUT POBTMAILING

The only objection I have with postmailings are the chance
that every member wouldnt't get a copy. Oh, I adnit there may be a
larger chance that there will be some real crud in them, but only
because of the attitude of the canpeser that reflects near-desper—
ation. To prevent cessation of membership some people will have to

write down the first thing that comes o mind, and such a policy is
apt to be crud~inspiringe.

If a certain number of extra copies are demanged by the OF—
say ten instead of the couple that are presently needed--for all post-
nailed zines, ant a sum (to be decided by the constitutional rewrite
group) assessed at the same time to cover any peostage from anyone not
iecieging a copy, my objections to postnailings would be completely

illed. "
"~ Of course the OE would have it as his duty to list all post—
mailings, as he does now, for the next issue of the official oxrgan.
However, that would be easy when he recieves the extra copies.

SKYHOOK

_ Redd Bogg's mapgazine, vhether concieved as fanszine or semi-
pro, has alweys struck me as one with a definite personality. It
seens to reflect interest in the world as it is, should be and may
get around to being sometime. It quotes thinkers, gives opinions,
and reaches put %o tie in the interes¥s of others wish nmy own.

If I'm not mistaken, the Skyhook Baloon, made by General Mills,
grew out of eXperiments in laminating plastic that was given to them
during the war because they laninated their flour sacks. Regardlees
of the reason or lack of it, the GM people did a good job, and gat a
baloon that would 1ift (I believe) ebout 70 pounds of paylead, and
the flinsy baloon weighed only a fow ounces. Seventy pounds of in-
sturments are gquite a load, and so air-to-ground radioing of upper—
alr weather could go on for days at a time. I believe that sone were
sent ‘up and allowed to ride the rivers of air all across, the U.8.,
for example, before deflated and (usually) recovered. This gave the,
weathernen the grasp of long-distance predidting they now brag about.
Or at least it has been so clained by some.

There is a kind of criticisn that is somevhat superticial,
that is much like the letter—writer who calle faults t¢ the aV%tention
of the editor. A fault can help ruin the atmosphere of a stody, but
of course that kind of criticien is not necesearily anything more than
a sort of back-patting, self administered. 1It's a "see how wise I em"
sort of thing. But it can be a sort of beginning step for real in-
terpretive criticism. It's a step above the "I liked it though I
don't know why" attitude. In Robert W. Lowndes* article. I'd call
this seni-criticisn,. NS '

Semi-criticisn ig asgsociated with tyro criticiem, perhaps. It
may be less sure of itself, less broad in 1ts aine. It nay suggest
s willingness to reserve judgment for a time, until the critical abil-
ities "ripen."

FAPA connments are quite often in this category. They argn't
necessarily of the same inspiration as other "schools" of.criticlsm,
as I believe both the writer and reader undcerstands the linmitations.



FaPs ORITICISL AND THE STREl OF CONSCIOUSNESS

Lowndeg' article in the seventh ann-ish of Skybook says some-
thing about the value (or lack of value) of FAP4 criticisms as for as
they reflect on real values of a plece. This suggested a line of

thought which, though not related very closely with his article, I'11l
impose on youall here.

If FAPa criticism has a purpose, I jould suggest it be that of
serving as 2 link or chain to stimulate a conversation—atnosphere in
the fanzines affiliated in this group. Sone nore cynical member than

I night say it!'s all for sweet egoboo, but I'd say that is more a joke
than reality.

Perhaps a few eager newconers to fandom might find the FAPA
conmentaries ego-inspiring. If they do, it is probably because they
arouse interest (or maybe disgust: sometines the uncritical can't in-
terpret a reaction to differentiate between the ason for the out-
pouring of Yegoboo"), If they try to read ego—li?ting "mgsdages" into
these personal comments, it may lead to eventual loss of interest, and
at the end of the year of membership they may drop out.,

I would suggest that FAPAns need an aid to inspire the free-
flowing of words. It has been in ny nmind to write to a number of mem—
bers who find it hard to be represented outside of their last—ditoh
ettempts to retaln nenbership, set up a letter—exohange, and perhapns
use that method to help bridge the gap between one last-ninute rush
and the next. At least 7e might discuss things that we could put on

stencil, and a nutual resolve to be more active nmcy be stronger than
& single resolve,

The psychology of resolutions is a matter I've done & wee bit
of thought on recently. It seems to be the custon to make & list of
resolutions at the beginning of a year, hold the breath in an atteppt
not to forget and break the resolution, and then when at last the in-
evitable happens, give a sigh of seni-regret and forget the vhole mess.
Of course that is silly all the way. The habit of not being active in
FAPaA ie stronger than a "one-shot™ rcsolution to be active. I believe
the SAPS way to overcome inactivity is to insist on a zipe or some
sort of activity each half year. Though it's eesy to find excuses not
to support it in FAPA, there is 2 strong cese for such a policy if the
intention is to increase activity. For the habit of being prolific is
more easily achieved —hen the nember starts in to get out the materigld
and keepe at it consciously even if he once forgets.

So I am wide open for suggestions on now I oan trigger ny om
activity in FAPA. After all these years I'm not as lgery as I once
wae at putting things into these pages, though I still am more c;étic—
gl of my naterial than I an conscious of values. That is, I avoi A
whole types of material: my fiction and ny poetry, for example. I®ve
had both published in other zineg, and at this time have recieved sez-
eral with fiction, poems and articles, most of whioh I'd have hesitat-
ed publishing myselfs

15—
I've corresponded with many of you, in the past if not recenm
ly. If any of you gave gonething of interest and want it pupliigeqt_
outside of your zines, you might send it to me. Itd prefer it h?l

ed to a few pages, though, and prefer non~fiotion. And write, €




MR. SHaKESPEARE OF HOLLYWOOD

4 few years ago I saw my first Roy Rogers movie, and a few
weeks ago I discovered Ju Cagsar (who I sec I can't even spell
the name of), I don't rcmenber %or sure where this was produced, but

the above title seemed eye-catehing so I typed it anyvay. I'd like
to make & few noiges about this film.

I have been a Shakespeare—avoidist for yeare, and in the fu-
ture I will be the same. Despite the fact that once or twice I had
elmosgt a feeling of associntion with the characters, mostly they were
80 much above life-~size that they impressed me very little. All spoke
Tingingly-—-and os & result nobody really stood out for dialog reasons,
for me. All were windy cusses. Loquatious, Shakespearian,

I have heard that Shakespeare was a rewriter of old plots,
and that they were often produced with a lack of ostentation in sets
that left much to the imagination of the hearers.. If the "theatre™
ve.s anything 1like i1t is now, I would suspect that there were & bunch
of enthusiasts hanging around, including many semi-amateurs who would
like to get on the stoge and meke a noise. Shaky has a way with the
words, and he could "handle" 80 many characters that it would prob-
ably afford a wonderful chance for one of the sccondary pertse bscom~
ing theirs. "But not being much of e ham, I find the production too
unreal for me to suspend my disbelief in it enough to enjoy it.

IHE BIG URANIUM RUSH

Along with talk of civilian defense and the test on “Doom
City", recent week—-ends have been noted for uranium hunting. For
curiosity I sent for a free booklet which ig put out by the Precis-
ion Radlation Inetruments, Inc. It's called "6U4 Questions and Ansvers
on Geiger Counters and 8Scintilleotors.! I gut the address from a
paper—-back publication purporting to give. 10Ql valuable things' locat-
ion. That is, 1t gives the addresses of some “free offers," and I
sent for some of them with very little results. Sone of the things
were out of stock, etc.——but I got two of those booklete,

A local canere store has information on rush sites, equipment
and the like either for sale or rent. The manager told me quite a
few week—enders were renting either counters or the much more sengi-
tive scintillators, My impression is that hundreds of untrained peo—
ple are taking a fling at being prospectors over the wesekend or on
vacation, renting the equipment, buylng the maps, etc. Maybe it isa
new California hobby.

THaT L.. HOBBY SHOV

When I attended the hobby show the first time there was o
table for LASFS abutted (or I should say next to) one for an AJ group.
I went ogain this time, and neither group was represcnted. But I
spent about & houre going around, gawking, gabbing and taking notgs
on articles I may never write, &hose historic headlines (moetly gom
front pages) held ny attention for a vhile, and I copled the second A
paragroph of the 3-~inch story about that Kitty Hawk flighﬁ, which des
cribed the craft as being driven by a propeller and having not>alggn
attachmente This story wes almost buried anong the ade on &n inside
page...The Pacific Rocket Soclety display intercsted me c¢specially,



a8 1t had a variety of mind-catching featurcs—--a German rocket fron
California Institute of Technology %I believe), some. insturments and
g testing "epindizzy", a projected rocket kit (plastic tube, a Cpls
(or was 1t a Hs0, capsule? One or tlother) capsule. ‘Ideas drop the
capsule 1n watér-filled rocket and gencrate thrust. Sell for five

or so dollars. Fault: the plaetic wasn't strong enough, and no other’
strong or cheap material has been currently found.

Barney Bernard is Secretary of this group, and keeping in
touch with people has kept him juaping, he told me. -I'd just written
to hin the wegk before. Now he's studying to speed up his typing.

He had the sequel or next story by the author of DaRX D OMON-
ION (only his paper-backed book had 'the right name--Dominion—men-—
tioned on the table of contents pege).

i
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LETTER FROM RICK SNEARY 4

Some time ago Rick wrote a round robin to & bunch of thoee
creatures called Outlanders by themselves.I'd like %6 quote:

I still have roomers in ny ventilating system. Or, in other words,
I wheeze in a breeze. About at the samc level of good health I was
at when I first knew most of you.

Result 1s like before, I have be-
cone interestod in my old hobbies. Dragged out ny stamp collection,
and all the oddments I have gathered in the past ten years, since I
stopped belng so active to take up fandom. I have soaked, sorted,
transferred, catalogued and filed, Now all my foreign stamps—appProX-
inetely 40OOQ or so--are in the one€ book..

Letter writing has picked up
too. Not just my few remalning fan friends—I1 donlt do enough to have
anything to sey to them—but a lot of new pedple., I have even written
tvo fen-typc articles, and a few lettere of comnment to fanzines. If
this enforced 1ldealness lasts I might become a fan agein,

. To turn to
Stan's ldea on typer-ribbons. Well, first, I oil mine vhen they get
dim, I suppose you all know that a small amount of fine machinse oil
applied to the ribbon--not too much or the oil stains the paper, but
enough to soak through all the ribton—softens the ink, and makes 1t
almost like new. Even at my writingest, I could get a couple months
more use out of a ribbon this way.

Talk of plans to evacuate Los An—
geles fill me with & feeling of futility. Admittedly it would be
nice to get out, i1f possible, but we all know what the roads are of &
Sunday. -4and even if they turned out—-bound streets into freeways, ond
accident could gum the works. And there won't be enough cops to do
the only thing possible, merely drag the wreck out of the way. )
just interrupted this to go heng & sword over my bed by a thread. I
guess I like 1living dangerously. Actually, I've had it since my
birthday, when Jessie .and the Wilson's presented me with this old Jap
Navel officers sword. ((Or maybe it was Navel...)) But up till now
I have not hung 1t officially. It's actually over the side wall, and
my radio. Being sheathed, I doubt that it will ever fall and impale
anyone or thing. My bayonet almost got the plumber though. It is
mountoed on the edge of the desk's bookcase. My room would have comfort
ed me as child: 12" cleaver, 6" hunting knife, pellet pistol over bed-
post. I look like I planned a last—ditch stand from bed., ~Rick,




IHE ART OF BEING ME
Or, Stan Woolston Exposed

If Moonie is going to be an expose rag for once, I can think
of no better subject than its sgo-centered editor as subject, and as
exposer as well., If I were to ask you might demur, so I'll hastily
pass that detail by and get the thing started.

45 I said elsewhere in this mailing, I'm a2 bit leery about
the sard% of stuff I put in tlHis publication, mostly because there is
the danger of 1t being labeled "ell-crud.® Though not as egotistical
es some critters, I try to balance things out, and don!t strike out
at random just for effect. On the gther hand, I'm not afraid to dise-
agree with other folk {f I think things are going wrong.

Whet brought this subject to my attention 1s a bit of thought e
I've had on my past fan-life. Ilve attended local fan meets in the ,
guise of an Qutlander. My a-j "life" 3g dedicated to FAPA. In N3F
I've been immersed up to my ears, and this demonstrates my stubborn
streak, and challenges me totxy at teamwork with a few handicaps,
with the digtance between me and the others being one of the big
Onega

My stubbornness is a key element in my mture, I thinke. 45 I
8till read a lot and have many more interests than s-f and fandom,
the old bugaboo of time has to be faced almost always. I've found I
usually get five or six hours sleep a night, vwhich ig a bit too 1lit-
tle for my needs. At times, such as now with a double deadline (for
Moonie and The OQutlan I dontt have a chance on week-ends to catch
up mith a few hours slecep. Well, as a Tesult (o) mistakes in epéll-
ing, (b) errors of judgment (including omissiops of a word or so that
is needed to clarify thought), and (¢} lack of planning is apparent
in every one of my FAPA productions. I note all 3 jitems are to be
seen in my misepelling of Dr. B8alk's nime in thege pnges.

I am a frustrated perfectionist. After the above paragraph I
hasten to add "would-be" before "perfectiamist." If I had the time
there is more of a chance I could avoid the evidences of my imper-
fections. Actually I am too much of a putterer to be either effic-
ient or a firet—class artist; my interests are wide, so I indulge
myself instead of studying or epecializing in one subject, If I
interpret myself rightly, this indicates I want to know everything, .
be able to do just about everything, &nd in line with thie I look :
at myself and the wide world with an inclination to smile or laugh, !
and still taeke it fairly seriously.

I belleve that despite my faillings and my somevhat childish
outlook, or maybe because of it, I am an 2ndividual. Perhaps it
ghould be stated instead of implied: one of my dislikes is the per-
gon who rubber-stgmps the world ag it ig, or his little corner of it, o
just because it's familiar. It may be one of the atrractions of whaz
I still call "fandom" that most people seem to consider it natural 3o
express opinions. If somconec's views are not like mine, they are
still interesting, either for their own sakes, for the way I may al-
ter my outlook to agree or become more firmly convinced that my own
attitude is the bBest, or because of the way they're expressed.

I don't believe that in every way, in every day, I'm getting
better and better. I dg believe in doubt, including a dash of doubt
of my own views as presently expounded. And I do believe this is the
last page of the June 1955 MOONSHINE from 12832 West Ave.,Garden Gro-
ve, Qalif. A FAPA publication.-Stan Woolston



