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Like it says up thera ut the top of the page, this is the S5th issue of
PLEASURE UNITS, Vole 2, #2, I suvpese, This one is intended for the 6lith
mailing of the Spect .tor Amuteur Press Society, July, 1963. The editor
is one Gerdon S, Ellund, 1L612 18th Avenue SW, Seattle 66, Washington,
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This issus of Fleusure Units is undoubtedly going to be the most hurriedly
ocompesed one I've turnod out yet, I'm going te have te type fast and
furiously %o got 4% done 4nd wailed to the OE in the woel ar se that I've
allottad myself for the tusk, There are good reasons for this hawever,

For instance last Thursduy oveninge-t#his is the fol'owing Tuesday--I grudu=
anted from Highline High Sohool with a swoet l1ittlo diplowa clutehed in my
unwashsd hands The graduation eeremonies :suve me somowhut of w thrill,
though mostly I was concerned with tho faet that it was so damnsd het in
theres ¢ vas havpy to get out, of eourss, und to prove my stuto of @upheria
I haven't done a constructive thing simos I got oute Just sit around and
sleep, oceasionally listen to the rudio and resd a good hook or twe, I
went downtewn and ghot my wadw-soma mopey my older brothor had givén me for
“ graduation presont=ean o couple records and & book, But that wus ubout
the most effort I'vo been aublu te muster up, since thut waym Thursduy
oveninge

g, moaning the Class @f %63, wont on & trip the night bofere graduation.
That was fun, mueh morg s@ than the Bacealaurcate exorcisos of thu previous
Sunday, We wont t0 somu park, forget the name, locuted eut oust of Secattle,
Thero werc throo swimming pools—I can't swimes, & footbull foild (I hatc
pluving football), and & couplc baskotball occursts(I don't like busketball
$ithar, of courseso I did manage to enjey myself, thahgh, oven if I oun'¢
figure out why at tho momont,

I'11l probably have a new addross by the ti~o the malling oomes out, since
I nlan gn ontering the 4ir Forece for e four yoar term in au fow dayse I
don't know what I'll do about SAPS during this poried, but suspcet I'll

think of somothing gr meake u publishing derl with somconce

I'm sort of viawing this air Foreco deal with alarm, boing nighly uncortain
Af mysolf or af =y decision., T think things will mange tg work themsolvos
out, hovievers The Alr Force, or seme branch of the sorvice, sooms to bo
the only solution I ean comc up with now to tho old problom ef whit doos
ano dp whom ono graduatos frem high soheole T can't afford to go tho
collogo, so that's eut of tho quostion fre tho momonts Good jobs aro
searce onough for thess without eollego, ospoolally when one is 17 years
0lde

Switching from personal problems tg tho wmailing itsclf fer o fow lines, I'll
horoby inform ome and &1l that tho me's start on the noxt pagos I don't
know whothor I'11 manago to wake 1% through the whele mailing pr not, but
I'11l try. This isn't going to bo vory good, qualitively spoaking, but I
supposo a fow poople will jmkt polhk.out that I'w only following an old
S.PS custom hares




MAILING CO'""ENTS

Y_7OEE 3 (Girard)t I've been trying to learn the intrioicies of driving
the last few monthse I've been driving Wally Gonser
Valiant to and from Nameless meetings for quite some time, and I've tulen
a couple trys at my Dad's Hillman. I haven't had to many problemse I push-
a bit too firmly on Wally's power brekes one eveing, nearly tossing him
through the windshield. On another ococasion, in my Ded's car, I took a
left turn onto a four lane highway and ended up in the incoming lane.
Fortunately there were no cars comings My dad bought a new car, a Chevrolet,
the other day, which sort through my driving plans out of kilter. After
learning how to drive his Hillman quite well, it's been sort ef hard trying
to drive a monstrous Detroit station wugons I get by, though, but just
barsly--it has power brakes, t00e

POOR RICE -FD'S ALVANAC 15 (Brown): I know Paul Stunbery, too, though not
vary welle He soems & nice onough guy,
even fabulous on occasion and never obnoxiouse I can't say whether every=
thing you write about him is true, not having read much by him, but he
seerms likc the sort of person who ought to be talenteds Unfortunately,
this play of his is not the convincer. I only got through the first acts
Wally Wobecr told me he read the whole thing and even understood it in
partse He's a better man than I. $: The Stanberry articls rominds ma
of Salingar's "Seymour, an Introduetion." Was this on purpose or am I
meraly style deaf?

PLOVE 1 (Brown): Wolcome to SAPS. I've been around here a real long timo
myself, a whole year, and if you noed any help getting

oriented, just ask moe If you're puzzled by any of the 0ld SAPS Jokes,

like for instance The Angry Young Man of SAPS, I'll even expalin these

to yous You sound like good SAPS matorial, whieh I suppose Toskey has

already told wyoue

I doudbt that the Atlantic is "making a minte" Quality publication soldom
have very large circulations and, from tho figures I've seen, tho Atlantic
is ne .exception, Even with its 60g--er is it seventy=five?--price tag,

I doubt that the mugazine 1s particul rly rich om & circuation of 200,000
OT SVe

Every once in a while I get to foeling that I'm a great writer and a great
talonte I think I'd like to be onees I've always liked to read, and have
always read = lot--most of it pretty varded, too, except for a period of
three years whon I road nothing but secience fictions. I think that most
anyone who reclly reads a lot gets to urge to write, toos If youlro a
voluminous (yeah, I know that word doesn™ fit there) reader, you're

quite apt to come across tho very bad writerse The obvious reaction is
one of, ™mell, I can do better than thate" And in mony cases the spoakor
cane I know this hit mo whan I was around 12 and had just started reading
scienco fictlone I submits:® about twenty storles to various science
fiotion magizinos and it wne really with extreme surprise that I saw them
hastlly rejocteds I'va sinco rreraad a fowe-before burning thom-and I'm
not surpriged now that thoy were rojectode But, ; “ting back te my main
promisos, and I do have one hers, writing d4id apsul to me as a reader and
it still does appeal today., Which is why I'm in fandom and in SAPS, I



may roolly havo whe® 12 takee %0 Bo a zroat writop, although re=rcading
py writings ususlly cenvinces me of tho eppesitce I hope you have good
luck, thoeugh, sinece veou de saem ¢o0 have a lot of ambitions Bo o poote-
tho world necds woro pocts and fowor novelists, 1t I told you this could
get out af hande Just think of this fanzino as onc long article titlod
"Vhy I Writc sn Stoncile"

1f you'll! cheek up, I think you'll find that enc of the major issues of

the ovelution hulabulee, when it was at its poak im tho twenties, was over
whother ovalution wus a theory er on hypothogise just o guesse I think tho
Theory of Evglution is pretty likely, highly se, to be truthe Tho only

thing that makos 1t = thoery and not a faet is that 1t eannet bo conelusively
proven to bo trucse I ecc By the pupors that someenc olso in Tennesses,
thrity years aftor John Scopcs, $a in troublu for teaching evelution

in the sehoola. Thut's pregross fer youg

Tohe Toche Lottar writing is oconsidorcd an art, you knew, in most writing
circlose Sinco you yoursclf link letter writing with mniling commonts,

I guoss we're in agrooment that mailing commonts ean be art, When you
start talking 2bout last minuto minae boing me¥s and thoreby showing that
mo¥s aro bad, I think you're righte-partislly. You gee, I was talking
about good muiling commonta, net all mailing commentse Bad moiling come
monts aren't hard to write, Good mailing comments are, Good mailing
cormunts sro much harder to -¥ritc than bad ar even run of tho mill
articles.

You ask why thore are s® many mailing cemments if they're sg difficult %o
composo? Simples rondy made topics, Fgrgeting fer the moment bad

nnd good mo's and just teing the fleld as a whels, malling comments are
so profuso bocauss thoy are the tvps of writing %hat can bo done by
rospnsivo psoplo, popple who just can't come up with an idea for a topie,
but once they get o topie oon write extremely welle Tho only difficulty
in writing artieles that places it over me's im in fiading a topice to
write one 4after that, muiling co-monts aro much mere difficult beezusa
of the variety ef subjoet matter te be handloede-and the typo as welle
Somo mc's are deadly seriousy ethor comwonts mu t be light hoartod and
gay, if thoy, as o whele, aro going to bz any groed at alle

#2434, you were o roguler juvenile delinguent compared te moe Theo only
run=in I've ovor had wi'"' the cpps, othor than baing stopped and told to
got eff thc streoots, was whon I wns picked up for lodtering oncs, when

I was 15, Tho oop dreve me and & friend I was with around in his car

for o whilo, thon lot us goe I'm not saying that that was the only %timo
I've ever done anvthing illogal, mind yeu; it was just tho only ti-o 1

got osught, I was cuostion=d about o lecal murder once, too, tho first

of this yorre But I told them thet I didn't know nothin! (I didn't eithor)
and we had no problomse

SPACEYAR® 76 (Rapp): Whon I wns 4n high sehool I took Spanish for twe

a7 yearse I lomrnod nothinge, Hell, I didn't oven
learn how to say "seicneo fiction" in tho langungo, which, of courso,
wag my major rosson for taking thu coursoe I got "B's" and "C's," too,
which ought to show you the presont stato af Amcrican oducations
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FARRAGO 2 (Crilly): Welcome to SAPS, but I think you'll get along much

better with this membser when you learn that you're
sup,osed to put the title of the zine and your name somewhers where a
felluw can find ite I don't like reaching ecross the table to look in
the 0~0 to find out what I'm readings Y'hear?

I've had trouble reading Sturgeon, too, except for his short storiese.
Muvrs Than Human was a complete puzgle to me, and ®o were a number of
scher thingse I put it down te my age at the time I was reading the
s.uff~-about thirteens I had trouble with ven Vagt and Blish, to neme

a few, at the same time. I'm going to have to re~read some of that stuff
soms day, so that I can figure out the parts I couldn't undserstand then.
But. I'm sort of afrnld that if I do re-read them, I'11l discover that

my ignorance has increased rather than disappeared=-I1 get frightened that
way every vunse in a while,

I arplied, well I wrote to 2 reprosentative of the N3F in October of 1958,

a year and a half beforo I did entor fandome. I was only just barely 13

at the time, and though a fanetieal scionce fiction reader theon, I'm

quive happy that I didn't enter fandom thens I was hardly a child prodigy
and would probably have found my firet few years in the micrecosm, once

I got oulsido the N3F, ovon morc traumatic than they weres I can't romomber
now oxactly why I didn't join the groups I got a nico letter from some nut,
Soth Johnser I think, telling me why I should join and giving my an
—pplwcation blanke I reoceived my first fanzine then, too, one from Art
Hayese I found it totally incomprehonshible-eit was all about bureaus

and Lao like and only mentioned science fiction in one spots an allusion,
quite brief, to theo Shaver Mystery. Come to think of it, I am beginning te
soe why I didn't join then, -4

Dockinger's movie review is terridbloe. 0Ged, he's almost as bad as those
roviewors that got their stuff published professionelly. And that, my
friends, is pretty rotten. Don't mind me, I'm just naturally projudiced
towards all movie roviews, unless they appear in some higheclass, house
organ like Warhosne

I'm agoinst fanzino review columns in prozinos becausc there arc teo many
fans around alroadys I want te feel unicuc and how can I when overy Tom,
Dick and Harry starts publishing fanzinos. It's not that I'm selfish,
1t's just that I've been reading Ayn Rande

OUTSIDERS S1 (Ballard)s You shouldn't have picked Gordon Eklund up on his
statoment that the first' twonty igsuos of Galaxy
contained better stotries than any similar run of a solence fiction mag.
I say that you shouldn't have, because you would have uncovered his lgnorance
rather completely, and I'm personally concerned about having that boy's
ignorance kept well hidden. Seriously, Galaxy did publish a lot of good
stuff during that run: Tho Demolished Man, Bhe Space Merchants, Time
Quarry, The Fireman, just %o nome a few. You're probably right, though,
about the wer yoar issuos of ASF topping Galoxye I don't have the issuos
themselves, but the r-prints I've scon should give Galaxy a good run fer
its moneys. But, aha, I do havc noarlv all of the is .9s of Fantestic Novels
in my possession and most of the FFM's, and I ean statc *hat in my opinion
the latter doesn't como anywhere near Galexy's firet twenty years, and the




former ocan't quite cqual that 1atof wagasimoe Yeu®rys dyviously a great
Yansey fan, Wrai, and whils I 43 that sword and spaco stuff, it ien't
completaly my mente A lot of tho *hunscy stuff in FFM and FN 4s suporbs
mest of Merritt, Garrott Sorviss's "Tho Second Delugo,” and much, much
morss But a lot gf it, like Guisey's Palos of the Dog Star Pask trilogy
and somo ef tho Polaris of tho 8nows seriecs I found dull, deadly dull,

:¢+ And, I have read a fow issucs of Planet Steriess If you promise not

te toll Wally Wober, who shoets pcople fgr cesting aspersions on the honor
of his pet prozino, I'll lot you know that I thought they were torriblos
But this is just a mattor of tastoe I haven!t reoad as much seicnee fiction
ag an old man like you, with a long gray beerd, has, so maybe Galaxy wasn't
quite as groat duripg the early fiftlos as I thought it was, It certainly
hasn?t boon much the last fow years, though, has 1%t?

My copy of Thuvia, Maid of Yars (thc British Methuon odition, now outeof=
print) includes on B8 pago grossary of torms used in tho Mars books,

It's pretty completo, I would say, with tho definitions running from
"01d Bon" (Burroughs' body sorvant) te "Warhoon" with o lot in botwoons
The glossary only covaers the first threc besks for certsin. It appears
in the feourth, of coursc, but the oress rcfCronses only go to tho first
threo titlose 8z By tho way, I just finished roading A Fighting Man of
Mars a fow days agoe This was my first Barsesmian adventurc sinee I
rocad Tho Maserming of Mars ovor twe yoars agoe I surprised mysolf and
ronlly onjoyed ite Surpriscd myseff, I say, because I have novor quite
managed to onjoy the Mars sories since I started roading titlos in whieh
John Carter had disappoarcd as the major character, Liko, I identifiocéd
with hime

Since you asked it of ug, I won?t tell you that the line "Step the Worlg,
I Want to Got OFff" did not originatec with Diek Schultze I won't ovon
toll you that those words aro the title of a musieal that startod eff in
England but is now on Broadwaye Aron% I a nico guy?

I think tho start of the Lone Ranver was later than you'vo placed it,

I do beclievo that 1937 er, porhans, 1938 was the dute of the first radio
showe I usod it spond many ovenipngs listoning t@ tho Ranger while he was
on radio and many morc while ho was on tve I'm almost sorry that it's

no longer on telovision,s I &dn't woteh 1% during its final few yoars,
but I'd liko to know that it was still thore, se thaot ether yougstors
could onjoy it much as I did when I wzs four or fivees The samo with
"Hewdy Doody," though I'm suro tho laottor was much after your time, Wrale
Tho Lonc Ranger, though, I henrd ran inte financial troubles about twe
yaars agoe Thoy, tho producers,ran out of monoye I understand thoy had
te mclt down 8ilver in order te make a prefit, which was = vory bad jokoa
Yos?

Tche I'vo seen o bunch of oldor kids ogging on smaller enes to fight

cnch others It was a lot of fun, tooe I don't know whether ¥ids aro

more civilized now as a whole or note I don't havo tho old deys in my
momory in order te comparc the currcnt seono withe I don't think kids

arc particularly civilized oven tod=y, though I will gladly admit that
nowgpapcr nccounts sort of oxaggor.ti, There's a lot of toom=ago drinking,
but I'vo nover suen or hoard gf an xample of kids using depe within

my own sphere nor are prognoncics particularly commons Maybe I ldve in

n sheltered ncighborhood, but things aron't as bad ~s some pooplo might
thinke




SAPTERRANEAN 8 (Breen): I think most major literature today is still written
around the common man. However, most of today's

#2-mon men are rather "uncommon" co~mon men, and rather than being cele-

brated the common man is more often criticized for his shallowness. I

don’t -onsider your citing of Stapledon, Ayn Rand, Poul Anderson or ven

Voot to be valide Nuao, with the possible exception of Stapledon, could

be considerud major writers, nor are any in much touch with the main-

wreom o f literary ideas,

iuu, of all people, should reslize that the mere non-existonce of anti~
porao laws prior to the late 19th century (I presume this refers to the
USA) has little or nothing to do with censorship. Before the existence

of such laws, consorship was even more prevaliont than today; it was so
strong that it neod noc have been legalized. I think tho press 1s freeeg.
now Lhan .n the past, if one can afford to make use Lf tho frocdoms
Supcomse Court docisions since about 1957 have done wonders a cutting down
logul sod censorship on tho national and stato wido scalec .: A person can
still run away to Alaske or somewhere like that if he wants Out. I think
bhe could live as undisturbed there as he could anywhere in the US prior to
Worl. War T« Why would he want to plick up and leave, though? Doesn't it
take a bigger man to stlck around and try to change the laws and customs
with which he finds himself in opposition?

POT POURRIS (Berry): The detective novelet is great fun as is most of
issue #28, Unfortunately, your material is as
nn ommentable as it is oxcellent,

WATLING STREET 16 (Liohtman): I've never thought of myself as one who
troats books with particular care, but I've
never had any real trouble with the spines splitting on my paperbacks.
Looking around at the shelves, I can only spot two or throe paperbacks with
the spines badly out of shape, and I'm pretty cortain thosa few wore that
way whon I bought thom--second hand, of coursoe Most of my hardbounds
s8till have their dustwrapners intact and I've only had a oouplo magazinas
fall apart on me--Lhosoc being Real @14 ones, back when I was a Collector.
I lose a front cover off an issuo of Nowswook or some slick mag liko
that occasionelly, but mostly I don't sweat that *eause who ocares about
last woox®s news when its a year later. :: ¥ow sound @14 and Tired.

GASEQUS VERTEBRATE 3 (Deindorfer): Tho only record shop I froguent wory
often these days is a Big One down-
towne The clerks thoere are clods, mostly, and do littlc but take my
hardearned moncy away from me in return for a rocord that probably hes
a monstrous scratch running through its I usod to go to this spot out
hore in the suburbs, back whon I bought Rock n' Roll records, where tho
clerks had some personality. But I've forgot all about that, excopt
that nono of thom liked moe They were all womon, though, and all mostly
old womens Nono of them wore callecd Hal, or even Irvinge One was called
Horman, I romomber that, but thore —ms protty good reason for this quirk.
Ask me some timo, whon I'm now s0 noear tho ond of the stencil, and
I'll toll you all =hou* it.



FLABBERGASTING 26 (Toskey):s For a long time I, tgo, would always wait until
I had a serial intact befpre I'd read it. Once
I did atempt to read serial installments as they came oute. I gave this up
after & few months, *lough, when it beocame obvious that this wasn't my
particular scenes Either I'd read the first installment of a story and
then forget to buy the second one, gr, more often, I'd eompletely forget
what happened in the earlier parts of a story when it came time to read
one Now I read sorials all at once, though since I mever read science
fiction magazines these days, this doesn®t present much of a probleme I
read serinlized articles in sections, but this eecems to be somowhat of a
different storye

Congrats on the upcoming marriage., Heope things ge smoothly fer you from
here one

THE DINKY BIRD 6 (Berman)s Thero was an article in one of tho local
newspapers rccently which tried to show how
Washingtonians had aecentss Personally, I didn't buy it, Most of tho
oxamples consisted of showing how, say, Easterners would pronocunce some
word correctly, and then showing how the Washingtonien acsent eomparad
with thise I can't find any difference betwoon the sound gf "aw" and
"ah" in a word, supposing thet both sounds come out pretty mueh tho same.
Washingtonians were supposed to use "aw" in words where "ah"™ should have
beon useds I don't see how this makes any diffsrence in the pronunciation,
In other words, I ain't ggt ne accent, sho nuf,

COLLECTOR 33 (Devora)s The tale of the store robbery is fantastic and I

wouldn®t havo belioved 4t if it hadn't said that
such was so in Axse Yost fans seom to writo well when they got rpbbed--
which will servo as tho philesophienl note for this issue,

GASEOUS VERTEBRATE ANNEX (Deindorfer): I don't know why your pal Curtis
Se Kaighn, III wantcd people te
think ho was William Se Harts, I'vo scon William S, Hart on tv, on
Silents Ploase, and I think ho's a eroop, a Billy Graham in chapse.
Can you imagino a cowboy that rede = horso 2ll gver the place likse he
did and shot guns that smoked and ev rvthing? Courso you can't. And
that proves that William Se¢ Hart is . creepe I watched his movies
closoly, bighod, and tho guy couldn't oven talke Mo? I always thought
I wes John Cartor, o much more worthy ambitions 1I'l1l probably grow up
and merry o duck, se she can lay eggs, but that's better than founding
o can compeny, don't you think? No, I supposc you don't.

SEVEN EYES OF NINGAUBLE 9 (L. Anderson): You ought to publish mora ofteny
I koap thinking that you'lve

drovped out, until some new issue of 7 eyes shgws upe Thls one is a

good one, by the way, Fans seom to write well when they'vo been operated

ons (Which is positively thos final philesophicel nete in this issue)e

WEAN ITGLESS PILLAR POLL RESULTS (¥etealf)s I thought it was to bc accopted
that all fan poll rosults, of

any kind, aroc meaningless as holle 3t I'm gratificd =% my shwoing

in tho mailing comments eategory. And surpriscd, tooe.




I was going to comploment you on a finc job of compiling the Poll, Nomm,
urtil all sorts of diverous characters explaimod to me that you'd really
bothed things up grandlye. Chaecking the Poll over, I see that these poople
wore corrocte You did boteh 4t up, just grandly. Congrats on thate

Can't be too caroful whon, after all, the results aro meaningless. Lucky
for you that the guy whose points you fouled up the worst was o milad
mannered gentleoman like Wally Wober, rather than a nasty, blick hearted
zoul like myseolf.

7 did not and will not fill out and roturn your specail poste-polle Filling
out one poll, even a meaningless ons, is hard enough work for me without
doing 1t again, with tho addod drudgoery of having to cite pago numbers

for my choicese Your poll is okay, onc supposes, but not this timse. - Try
again next year,

PSIL0 7 (Ellern)s I'm in such a happy mood tonight that I ruzlly hata

to heve tp turn z2ll sour now in order to comment on
this publications Thanks goes to ono Norman Ce Motealf and his moaningless
Pillar Poll for sort of gotting me set in the right moods

Gee, thaonks, Jane, for lotting mo know that I'm "trying to rake a big
impression in fandome" I hadn't realized this myself, though I will
readily admit that I'd like to be Someone in fandoms But don't you
think (no, I don': supposs you do think, but we'll ignoro this for the
moment) that if I wanted to make this real big impression, I could come
up with a more original thought than calling you a fuggheads I'm hardly
the first in thls rogard and probably will not be the lasts Glvo me somo
eredit, won't you?

The fact that I occasionally contradict myself, without saying that I
have changed my mind, only means that I don't have a 'phétographic momory
like maybo you doe I oceasionally forget that I've said something some=
wheres Goe, I thought this happened to a lot of people, but maybs I was
wronge Most, if not a2ll, if tho lnstances you cite in which I havo
supposedly contr-dicted myself aro mercly that: forgetfulnpbes on my
parte If this fogotfulhoss 1s an indicetion that I have "the worst
case of galloping pipsqueakery that 4you've9 over had to misfortuno

to see" I cortainly apologizc to you and eagerly admit my illnesse

I wus somowhat taken aback by your quoting me as having referrod to
"boatnick" writers placing high on the FANAC Polle I couldn't rocall
ever having made such a stetormont and thought it was anothor caso of
forgotfulness on my parte However, checking back I did find such a
statement coming from mee It appeared in the last paragraph on page
26 of Ploasuro Units #2¢ Actually tho word usod was not "beatnick" but
"boatnicki” but I shan't accuse you of quoting me unjustly. But, you
soo, June, that particular word was part of an article titled "Why I
Nrite on Steoncile." The articlc was satiro, Janoes It was supposod to
be grotesque and overything and maybo even funny=-=a couplc peoplo thought
it was, too, You don't seem to understend satire vory well, June, which
doesn't surprise mae Thore's a lot you don't seem to quite be ablo to
dig complotolye I might accuso vou of ereooping sorconism with rogard
to your guote, but my presont kind mood prevents me from doing soe



One thing I noted throughout your little atlack on me was your complete
lack of cemmentary on the subject we were supposedly discussings the
reasons for the founding of SAPS and the reasons for putting "creative
material™ through it. I note once more that despits your earlier cry

for the rest of the members to put "ereative" articles and fiction through
the mailings, you do nothing much except mailing comments. I guess lines
such as,¥Gordon Eklund is OUTY are about the limits of your debating
talents,

Speaking of contridictions, by the way, are you the same Jane Ellern who
"loved" Pleasure Units #2?7 Or do you "love" my fanzine and hate me?

THE PINK PLATYPUS 3 (Armistead): The actions gf the littlo boy, Jimmy, in
your story "Elegy” hit a little too close
to home for me to got the bang out of the story 1 should have receiveds
I, too, once *theught that since I was goed, and Right, and 2 True Believer,
I should conquer over all the Big Kidse I learned, though', that being on
the side of Right dldn't help me a bit, eoxcpe te get beat up every month
or soe Like, as I said, I learnode After two or thrce such lossons, I
decidod it was much casior to bocomo a dodicated cynic, rather than ox-
pecting to conguor bocause of the purity of my heart.

I usually have some sort of tune running in my mind like youe Mere often
than not it's just the last plece gf musie I happoned to have listened
closoly t0p usually somothing from my own record collectlon, since I'm

not familiar enough with the things I hear mn the radio for them to find
themselveos a placo in my minde I don't like it, most of the timo, sinco

it irritates me somethin' fleree, I'm extremoly pleasod, by the way,

te announce that I'm net currently bothered by a tune in tho minds I
expect I will be soon, however, as I plan te listen to the first part of
tho Jazz program on KZAM, the local all=Negre FV station, and can be fairly
certain I'll hear somathing that I'm pretty familiar with,

I have a hard tire trying to listen €o musie while I'm writing, Usually
the noise of tho typewriter drowns out most of the music and what little
does manege to sift through the racket. just irriatos me and keeps my

mind off what I'm composinge I neover road and listen to music at the

same time oither, though for awhilc I did try to study and listen tn musie.
The latter I found to bo partially succossful, though on morse difficult
math probleoms tho constant blarc of a phonograph didn't hclp me muche

Have you over noticed that Rock n' Roll bands, whon you soo them in person,
meko se much noisce I know you'ro supposcd to bo either listoning or

dancing, but I profor to do noither teo R n' Re If thoy (t+he bands) woren't

go convinced that tho loudeor thoy ars, the better thoy are, I might not really
mind thome I novor listen to popular, Rock n' Roll type music mysoelf

anymore, though I do ocatch onforcod snatches ef it eccasionally. I% is

an accopted thing that if vou'ro a toeanager,you must like Rock n' Roll,

so you gatta listen to itse I usod to like Reck n' Boll very much, Whon

I was 12 or 13¢ As I think I'vo said somowhere clse beforc this, tho

Golden Ago of Rock n' Roll scoms to bo betweon the asgos of § and lle
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I don't like to memorize much either. I despise being forced to memorize
something so well that it can be given in front of a group. I had this
kannen a number of timas last year during my Junior year of high school.
Let's gee .1 nad 4o =memorize a section of the Decleration of Independencs,
Lincoln's Getiysburg adress (for the second time), snd a pot latch of
poetrye All this crap had to be given befors the class, with thirty cther
people all staring at yvou and hoping that you'll slip. A most frightening
experiences I had te meorize a couple of other things during Tnglish in
order to give them before the classs Both were from my own writing, though,
which isn't so bade This year my only memorization was to place over 300
lines of English postry in my ~inde This wasn't so hard=~I ende? up with
well over 380 lines, dons well before the dealine--since all I had to do
was memorize 1t to myself. We were supposed to say it to our parents and
got them to certify this event, but my mother wacked down after my first
effort - Byron's "Sonnet on Chilon"--and she just took my word for the rest
of che stuffe I think meorijation is sort of silly, if it's momorization for
t2: pure sakk of same. I didn't really mind memerizing “he stuff I did -
tris year=—1 thought it added to my enjoyment and understanding of the
nootry to some degrece, However, by now, a little 6ver a weck after the
closing of the school doers, I've forgotton all but a fow linos from tho

380 odd I put to memory. I still rocall, and can say, most of theo
Gettysburg Adress and the portion of tho Docloration of Indepondence I
learned last years Maybe I'm just politically centored or somethinge

I'vo read Salinger's Ralso High the Reof Boam, too. I'vo alse road tho
othor "story" in the volumo Scymour an Introductione I supposo you havo,
too, and wore only saving spacs by ﬁagting dovm half the title of tho
Booke. I didn't think it was dull, by tho way, not roally. Raise High

tho Roef Boam was o good Salinger type short stery, dospito its longth.
The Tatter soction, the part I presumo you thought was dull, wasn' to mc.
I liko %o look into the thoughts and ideas of another porson's mind,
particularly when I find that porson intercsting as I do JD Salingeq/Buddy
Glasse t: I'm sort of rroud of having road the book, by vhe way. It was
the first timo I've bourht a brand now hardbound book at full pricc in
something llko six yoarse The last one I bought, which was also the first
timo ever, camc out in pocketbook a fow wocks after I had placed don my
four dollars for the hardbound cditiones This sort of sourod me on brand
now hardbound books at full price.

I'm glad you wore pleased with your lotter in Ploasure Units #3. Having
boon tho ono who eoxtomsively cdited the letter, I sort of consider it
to havo boon at least partially my own work. Ahaha,.

RETRO 28 (Busby): I'm going to back out too=--on this tolling all zbout
B Hardwick ideas Liko, I havon't boon listoning to him
much lately oithere I did try to catech eithor him, or his sidek’.ik in
the aftcrnoon, Buddy Wobber, whenever I eould, but I sort of gave up the
ghost a fow months ago. The only snatchs of Herdwick I managod to catch
during the last part of thc school year occurred during the period of
time bhotweon the momant my clock radio flicked on and the time I erawled
out of the sack and turned it off=-which could range anywhero betwoon a
fow soconds and an hours Now that school's out, T hiven't gotten out of
bod any carlicr than “on a. m., 2nd haye boen tryvin- to kecp my record around
noon. Get up at five oleclock to liston to the radio~-i.o, thanks, :: Oh, yos,
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I did soo Hardwick(and Wobbor) just recontlye They appoared, comploto with
the herse one or the othur of thom drivos, at a senior class party wo hold
last wecks I found out that thoy arc as competont as stand up gagmon as
they aro as disk Jfockey type funny mon. Great with the punchline, likoe

I think tho major troublc with thooretical utopias, as woll as your noto
that the purvoyors of such sociot¥es neover bothor to oxplain how wo're

going to got from horec to thoro, is that thoso utepias must bo stoekecd with
roal type pcoplce Pooplo tond to bo somchwat imporfoct and wou d no doubt
have some trouble trying to function in a supposedly perfoct societys I'm
not overly concortod with building Utopias=-my Utopia would bo onc whoro I'd
bo abspluto rulor, since if I'm smart onough to think up a perfoct place

to livo in, I figurc I'm,thorofore, porfoet onough to run the thing==being
more conccrnod with trying to mako our curront, imperfcct socioty into as
noarlv porfcct a placo as possibloe

UTGARD 1 (Hulan)s Actually thero arc six not four books in Burroughs!
Pelluecidar soriose Bosidos At the Earth's Cero, Pollu=-
cidar, Tanar of Pcllucidar, and Tarzen at tho Earth's

Coro, thoro oxist, though not in print, two othorss Back to tho Stonc

Rgol

around 1940), and Land of Torror (about 19l). The latter is, I think,
composod of & sorics of Pollucidar novolots that appoarcd in Agazing and
Fantastic Advantures during the war yoarse Both theso last titles arc
oxtromoly raro, porhaps tho rarest of all Burroughs, drawing up te $30 in
mint oditions. Noithor has appcarcd in print since thoir original first
oditions. Ballantine lists! Back to the Stono Ago in thoir compllation of
ERE titlos, but thoy miss l.and of Torrore Sinco thoy also miss EBsoecpc
on Vonus and Tarzan and tho Fofgigg Logion, wo'll bo magnanimous and forgivo
thom Thoir orror, In caso you wore wondoring, I havo not road oithor of
thoso books, not ovon hoving recad Tanar of Pollueidars Tho Mars scrics=-
and the first four or fivo Tarzan books=-has always boch my pet favorito,
probably bocauso I oncountcrod thom firste :: You do a good job of
dissocting tho Earth's Coro, by the waye

POR QUE 17 (Doroon): You did have n good start horo on a big issuce The
problem being that your start was also your finish.

EOBGOBLIN 10 (Carr): Thoso commonts 2ll go tp Tod White, ovon though I
onjoyc Torry Carr's pngos moros
I'vc only playod Hearts oncoe That was in 1958, whon I played for somo=
thing like 12 hours straight with my older brothor. Ho was homo on loave
from tho Army at tho timoe Wo played with ono of thoseo kiddic curd sots
that you soo in tho dime storost tho cards arc very tiny ( about 3" x 2")
and they'roc "stars" and "anchors" and such like, rathor than tho usual
suitse This dock was made spocially for Hearts and had all sprts of cuto
nicturos on tho faoco sides of the cardse I onjoyed tho game, but have
nevaer playod sinee, and have by now, forgotten everything about ite. My
brother has rofused to ro=tosel mo whonevor I've asked hime I think I
must have boat him whon wo playede I boat him at Poker all the time, which
bugs him I am sure, since I pluy Pokor zbout onco avery two yeorse
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Porheps mathomatical ability runs in my lino, too. At loast I can certify
thet my oldor brothor's best sub] ct in school wus mathe He isn't a matho=~
metician now, of course; neither is anyono else in the familye My own
grades in math have alwayr beon extremolv varieds I found second year
Algobra to boe my most difficult subject this year and, although I did get
an ! during my first semestboer, I had a I the second time out. My scores
on wsts, supposedly designed to show eithecr ono's knowledge in various
subjects or one's petinTicl, usually rato my lowor in math then in other
fleldss Since, in orn. fiold, my scores on two such tests ranged from the
Liith to the 96th p-rcontile-~the tests takon about , year apart=-I don't
put too much stoock in such results,

VISTILY MEANDERDNG L (Patten)t I'm surprised at your revelation that Coventry
is a "project." I thought it was a fantasy
worlde Perhaps I'm wrong to bring this up, but I am curious as to whether

the Bronte family, who are used as an example in defenses of Coventry,

spoke of their fantasy world as a "project,”

I occasionally enjoy reading stories set around a giant character, @®coasional-
ly tut not too often. I realize that I'm not a gianty that neople are

nei tiants, and thet I, and the rest of the human race, have little chance

off vecoming giantse I prefer to read for means not entirely of escape,

and giatism in literature has always been based about escape, particularly

80 today. By the way, just ofit of curiosity, what do you use as a definition
of a giant in literature? I'm not trying to be snide here, but a few of
your comments tend to convince me that you equate giantism with fanaticism,
and I went you to prove this falses I have one favorite book that deals

with giantse Or perhaps that should be Giants., It's called Qreatest

Day in Baseball and has chapters about such Giants as Christy Mathewson

and W11y Vays,

From here on in these mailing comments are being second drafteds I goofed
I guess in re-reading what I had done before while composing on stencil.
Notice any differences, people?

I was never in the Boy Scoutss In fact, I was never in the Cub Soouts,
This used to present quite a problem for wme, becauss, in school, all those
boys who were members of some scouting group got to salute the flag by
placing their fingers to their brows. The .rest of us non=Scouts had to
salute the stars and stripes by the old mundane method of placing the
hand over the hearts I always felt that this was a most unfalir form of
disorimination, but could never quite succeed in convincing the Powers
That Be of this fact,

But as I was about to say up there, before I got off on another track,
despite my lack of BSA membership, I, too, can agreoe that camping can be
fune Our family, before my father got too much work, used to go camp=

ing throughout the state, and eccaslonally down into ®regon, two rr three
times each summer. Thrice I spent up to a week in most expensive bummer
campe, singing songs about conservation, and supposedly camping ou:, These
experdédnces, along with my camp ooumselar, a fat guy, now living in
Californie, whom Wally Weber and Steve Tolliver have met, did nol appreciabe
ly add to my enthuslasm for camping out. It was during on of these woeks
that I first began work on whac I now call Eklund's first Law of Rainms

If one ls attending Su~mer Camp; and 1s plonning on getting out in the
woods and living it up, and une .: attending sald .in-mer camp in the state
of Washington, one had best take an unbrelle along wit.. ona, Like, it

gets wet up there amongst the tall saplings. The "Rain Forest" they call it.
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This page is horeby dedicz*ud to the —ost immoral Wallace We. Weber in honor
of his favorite numbor's appoarance ot the top of the stencil.

I hovo you do mange, by some dovious means, to preserve "The Musquite Kid"
filme I sort of saw it at the Seacon. Saw it, I relterats, since the sound
track at the time was so horrible -~or else I was sending near a loud-
mouth, momory fails me somewhat-~that I could hoear little or nothing. I
wouldn' have caught the rcfcronces anyway, so perhaps that was just as
wolle I'd like to see it agein someday, and do plan on attending another
gcienco fiotion convontion sometire within the noxt two or threo decades.
I'd like to hor it for the first timo, too.

I was ploascd to noto your passing roforcnece to tho Salton Sea. Throughout
my youth, I could never quito convice wysolf that 1t was at all possible fer
any sort of "san" to oxist in sunny Celifornime. "Don't put me on," I used
to say to all my teachers, "such thines cannot possibly be." I became
half convinced of tho existenco of this logondary beody of water when,
around 1955 or sn, at the age of ten, I saw a science ficiion thriller,

a movie that is, that told all about this hers giant slug that roamed

in and around tho Salton Sea and ate cops and a few other people. Tho

film wos terrible, though I thought it superb at the time, but I di&d

most particularly dig tho Salton Sea referencess Now that I discover that
a roal live science fiction fan has actually set oyes on this hiddon

bit of wetncss, I am just about fully convinced. And, by the wny, did

you sec that old sluge I can't romomber what they did to him in tho

movie, probably shot salt at him, but he may still bo around,

If you dig dostroyed USA typo stories, or even destroyed-Earth onos, you
ought to look up a filo ef Famous Fantastio Myaderies, particularly those
published between 1943 and, oﬁ, around I§5 . e destroyoed US thome was
most profuse. Things got so bad in fact, as I read my own file, that,

if the maogazine had been cpntemporary rather than long dead, I would havo
suroly written in asking tho editor tp9 ploase change his titlc to somo=
thing more appropriate--like Famous Fantastic Miseries. Yost of the stories
aro, in my opinion, very bad and extremely dull, but maybec you'll liko thome
Hell, I'd cvon soll you my filee=-most willingly,

Stephen Vincent Bonet's "By the Wators of Babylon" is a great story, isn't
1t? I will most postivoly stete thet it is far, far boettor than anything
FF¥ over publisheds I read it in my Sophomore year of high school. whon
tho story, along with one of Kurt Vonnegut's, was included in my Iglish
toxt, under the heading of science fictions I recall that my toacher
impresscd my with his lack ef imagination when, while discussing %:° story,
he continually rcferrod to tho story as .ene tolling of tho aftermatn of

an Atomic Ware I pointod out to him, a couple of times in fac%; that tho
story wasn't oven written by tho timo of the splitting of the atom. sn how
could n non=sc8ntist like Benet ever have the slightest concopt c. aucloar
wares But he, the o0ld fugghead--he was one of my favorito toachors--still
persistode T think people have bocomo so braimwashed with the idea of
nucloar destruction thut +thov cannot avan comprchend the possibility of
othar ways of destroying civilization ws 70 know it,

Bob Lichtman handles the fanzin s =nd the newszli:  could handily. Gee,
I oven agree with him once or twice.
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MVEST 13 (Wohnetone): The .alletwritten Bliot's "The Hollow Men" sounds
gsounds fascinating, although in all probability,

Judging from my experiencs with college tv shows, it isn't. I can never

kec; Eliot'c "The Hollow en" and his other similar poem "The Wasteland" (?)

straight in my mind. The one that impressed me the most was the one

with the well-known "This 1s the way the world endse..enot with a bang,

but a whimper" conclusion, This is, I think, from the latter of the

two poems--—-the one youi grcup didn't do.

Yenh, it is I, Gordon Eklund, who has been complaing about your writing
about yourself and your radio~TV work all the time. But, bighod, I read
this issus of Mest all the way through, from cover to cover, and rather
enjoyed it. Even Lf RIYDCOM™Z. However, back to the topie at hand, I've
got to teach myself tha®t I should not get so perturbed with writing such
as yours. When something--like radio-TV studies--invi.des a personts life,
to the oxcluslon of most othar things, he can't help but let some of

that enthusissm run ever into hilg fan writings Hell, I *+all. about myself
all the time, too, although I am apparently more varied in my activitios
than you have been of late, 6o ahead and write about yourself and your
studiess I won't say onything more about it in print. I'll just sit
here nnd mutter to myselfe I might not even mutter if you'd take timo out
to comment on my zines, along with your own activites,

SPELEOBEM 19 (Pelz)s You missed the point of those religious poemss You
seild that out stoncils are sacredy I didn'te. So,

I said that I'd send you that batch of 75 ten-year old stencils full of

roligious verse for you tn publish. Like, I'm lazy. If you're luocky,

though, you may find a fow of them in hcoro. transcribed over to more

contemparary stencils--those eld things had just about fallen apart. I

hope you dig them, 1if thoy are indesed within this magazine,

I was thinking of a fan, a real live fan, someone like Herry Warnsr, when

I spoke of placing colophons »n fanzinos for the sake of future fan historians,
I was also thinking of myself, as I may have said, since I get highly
perturbed whon roading some old fanzine and finding that the editor,
whomover he may be, has failed to liet his name anywhere in the zine. I
don't think this has much, if anyth’nz. to do with the UCLA library. It

has been my impression, perhaps orr.oncous, that publications sent thoere

will nevor again gee the light of d=y, with the possible exception of sgme
stuffy sociologist doing reserach for a thesis on fandom-a person about
whem I could hardly care lesse The collection isn't, I believe, open to

the general public--meaning fanse Ner is anynne going to bo resding the
tines #tored thers, unless the rare easesl've mentioned above. I goo

no rolation between sending a fanzine te a library to be forever hiddon from
viow and sending one to a fan, who will read it and enjny it maybe, and
porhaps later use it for research in a fan history type project. I admit
thot I do contradict myself quite often, usually, I like to think, from

more mind changing, but I don't think this is one of those cascs. Yeu
roading this, Don FitohT It's moant your your ediflcation tone

Is a boot-knife o rugular typ: knife that vou hide in the sole of a boot,
or is it some ingerious mochsniexl dovice? Vhatever do you want one for,
by the way? ¥y younger brother, cgo ton, gocs down to the Army Surplus
2ll the time and buys himself helmets and eanteens and suchlike, but I
think he's just about reandy to outgrow this stages He's a mature little
bastard as, I see, arc a lot of othecr peoples If you really want weapons
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such for Fun And Gamos, I know a spot whore vou can roally get a lot=eand

all for froce Soo this cat ocallod tho Local Army Recruiter and he'll
Tell You All About It.

On the other hand, I liked your poem on "reality." It pleased me quite
a blt for its apparent attitude and seemed pretty good as a poem--take

that last remark as you mayy I really don't know a damn thing about
poatrya

I like mystery-detective type stories, t40, even though I have not, unfortune
ately, read a great deal of stuff in this particular field. For instance,
I'm hot at all familiar with Manning Celes, and Rieahard Prather, it has

%oon my impression, is sort of a poor man's Miekay Spillane.

But I do have my porsonal favoritcs, from among those writers I'm familiar
withe I dig Dushlel Hor- tt vary much, which sort of surprises mc, since
I don't usually consider ~ysslf the sort of person who likes hard=boiled
typo herocs. Hammott's The Malteose Falcon is & suprorb book, one that

I would very —uch like to re-read somday, The ending has stuck in my
mind to & point that I doubt that I shill ever forget 1t. Usually I
forget cverything plot-wise about & book, an averagoe book, within a year
or so of roadinge I sce the film vorsion of Tho Maltesoc Falcon on
tolovision and it really surprisod mo. Almost always a movie version

of a book that one has read will appoar to be vastly inferior to the
prose croation. Not so with the Hammett story. It wasn't better, not
quite, than ‘the book, but was superb in its own fashion.

I 1ixo what little I'vo read of Raymond Chandler, toe, although I don't
think he is quiet as proficiont in his medium as 1s Hammott. I read
Chandler!s The Lady in tho Lake ocarlier this year and onjoycd it quitoe

& bite Chandler's HETIEE_ﬂarlowe scems to much liko Hammett'!s Sam Spade
for comfort, but vorhaps the passage of time between my last contact with
Spade makes him less clear in my memory,

Fllery Queon is another personal favorite of mine, though quite unlike
either Chandler or Hammette I wrote up my enthusiam for Qucen, just

after finishing the last of six of his novels which I had gone through in
a few days. I rother botched the plece upg-it appeared somewhere, probably
in the first issuc of my now dofunct publication, Bramble.-and is best
forgotton now, Anyway, I do ldke CGu -n, particularly the first few novels
in the soriess The authors seemcd to *ake a more parsonal intorest in

tho stories in tho early days, complct ) with "Chellenges to the Roader”
appoaring about h/B of the way through a number of stories. Parhaps the
thon as yet uncovered anonymity of the astual writors had somothing %o

do with this. No mattor why, though, the Ellery Queen of todayy-dotgetive,
megazine, and writers-does*not.

Recently I've boen reading a lat of the Ian Fleming James Bond storioes.
Thoso aren't detastive novels and only mysteries by chanco but I've
grown rather fond of some of the storles. The more Fleming I read the
more enjoyable the stories bocome==-the first one I road, Thundsrball,

I thought a bit dull, the latest From Russia,With Love I Tound highly
enjoyablas
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I've read a lot of dotooctive stories besides those I've alreesdy mentioned,
of courses I sampled The Complete Bhorlock Holmas - couples years ago,
enjoyed A Study in Scarlot and The Sign éf-Four «nd gotting boggoed dowm
i the short stories that followed. Anyway, as I said at the timeo, the
book was ovordue at e library. I1've read a couple of the early Pos
short svories--with ais French policeman Mensieur Whatzisname (no, not
you, Webss)-~and found them dull as hell. Like about 95% of Edgar Allan
Poe, I'm afraids The guy was not only un-Americen--notice his constant
settings in Europe--but also overly infatuated with his own vocabulary.
I've sampled a couple mystery magzines, too, and think I'll stick with
novels. The stories are, like, for the most part, extremsly bad.

The mystery field is very close te that of science fiction in many ways.

By taste, perhaps, T cihose to bacome a sciegnce fiction fan in my youth and
because of this, and icc.use I read mostly Serious Books teday, I haven't
read tuvo much in the detective field. As a whole, though, I would say that
I .ow profer detective storles to scionce fiction=-by a thin margine The
primary reason for this change in teste 1s, I suspect, mostly due to reading
just too much scionce fiction in too few yearss I became sort ef saturated
with spacemens

The Smith-Foyster reprint of some satirical type plece is, from your des=
cription, probably from tho British magazine Private Eye. The publicotion
has rocelved quite a bit of mentien in the American press recently due to
the antiecs of the editorial staffe. Randolph Churchill was threatening to
sue Private Eyo because of a satirieasl attack on his proposod biogracny
Fiography of his father--some 6igar salesman, I thinke The sult didn't
vomo off when the magazine apologized, but it made interesting reading at
the timo, Private Eye isn't, so far as I know, available in this country.
It seoms te be sort of a combination of Mad and The Realilst, if you can
quite lmagine that.

A similar American title would appear te be something called Monacle which
I have net socn except in a fow hilarious excerpts appearing i+ advertise-
ments. It sells fer a dollar a copy, whioh is no doubt a major reason

for my not having seen it. Some of the excerpts I've seen~-including a
tale of John Fe. Kennedy in school,writton in JD Salinger!s Catcher in

the Rye style; celled "A Perfect Day for HoneyPitz"--have appeared to

be Yory Worthwhile,

Madeleine Willis's "Distawf Side" continues to be enjoyeds I didn't
read your chaptor of "The Fellowship ef Nothing." Serry, but I lost
Interest in this about six er seven mailings ago,

-0-

The mailing was a good one, containing more formal type material of worth
than some previous ones--which will no doubt please Jane Ellorn, even if
she didn't bethor to add %o this count. Goe, only fiftoen pages of me's
this times Tho mailing s shorter last time and I had a full sixteen
pagess I must be gotting Old und Tireds Now I got top go wrack my

brain and try to think up crnough stui'f to keep me busy filling stencils
till the end of the week whon I try te Enlist. Good=bye.

;

|
s
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QVATIOM

Tho above title was originally used in my genzine Bramble to set off the
letter section from *he rest of the material. As some of you smart type
SAPS membars may rocall tho titlo appeared bricfly in Pleasure Units #3

when I raa some lettor originally intended for Brampble in theree L - ~

I sent out ten or so coples of that issue, PL 3, to various people who
oither had lotters in it or whom I thought were good peoples Lo and bechold,
long after I had Pleasure Units L done and mailed, I got a letter of
comment~-from Harry Warner of &ll pooplee Sinse I need to fill up spacos=~
all SAPSgzines =re nadded, you romember--and beeause I theught it was a good
lettor, Harry's not: %is golng to appear right here in this one man lottor-
column. Geoe, I even sent him a late copy of Plesasure Units #4 to which he
has not yot rosponded--probadbly becauss I mailed 1t about & week 8g0e

HARRY WARNER, JR.

I am more than a month late with ecomments on the issue of Pleasur: U ‘ts
which you so kindly seonte Whon this situation arrives invelving an ayjay
publication, I get all mixed up in meta-physical considerations becauso
it is wrong to maintain silence so long and yet the comments will st..l
roach the edltor woeks before he hears reactions from most members of

the ape in which the magazine eciroulatede Fhsical probloms are adulterating
the metaphysies on this particular eccasion, besause Fleasure Units
arrived at a time mhen I was just eempleting my recovery from a banged-
up body and an enormous backlog came into existence while I was in the
hospital and eonvalescont homes What'!s more, a thousand-logger took
advantage of my absence to take up residence in my desk and I keop taking
my mind eff what I'm writing to make furtive glancos in that direction to
see whethor therc's an eavesdropper inches away frem mos

You would be horrified by my book-resding motheds. I usually am in the
middle of at least thres of the thinzs and I have no difficulty in lc.ving
off one to start in on another sr to de something that doos not involve road-
inge Probably this is conditioning rather than instiet. My work cuts up my
day so badly that I have trouble finding large chunks ef free cire and I've
had to toach myself to fit almost all things not concerned with work--conver-
sations, meoals, reading, music-listening, and so on--into whatevcr time
ohunks are available. Thon when a day off eomes, I'm not comfortable in

the rare opvortunity to do just one thing for hours at a timee. (.1 know

what you meane While I was in school, my time was somewhat crurmnod and
overy moment of overy schoolday I was on the gme=always doing somethinge

Now thot I'm Out, I find that I spend large portions of each day doing
absolutely nothinge I may say that I'm resting, but mostly I'm olther

not or hardly need 4o do so, I =+ 1 a great deal of time reading the
newspapars or news megazines, wacn I really should be doing something more
worthwhile than re-roading old rowse I th.ink I%wm just lazy, to tell the
truthees))
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Patrio“ism may be o sentimental ristake of tho oldor generation, But isn't
it probable that tho older generation has had the time to experience things
conduzive o patlriotism thi-t the younger genoration hasn:i yot encounteredd
I'm between two worlds just now, at tho age of LO but L find that my
respect for the nation is .acreasing rapidly as I begin to reach the vorge
o7 advanced apo simp.y bocause I've had quite a fow years to obseve the
good things Lhe. the aation can be to its citizens, to talk with individuals
who fled to this couu..y from less favored lands, and to discoer that the
whole of tho people can be greater +“an weak-kneed individuals who consti=-
tule it. This mMight'becncthing*mews’then ovidence that I'm gelting soft
weutally but I can't conscientiously find any other evidence of decling
mental powers as yet: I did quite well in a recent IQ test. I think I can
type faster and more accurately than I did a few years back, and other tests
are quite encouraging. Of course this doesn't settle that problem of
what we do about the world in which there are many nations and a large pro-
portion of each nut.on s residents has the same opinions about that partieue
lar country. But thei: 1s no reason whv some nations shouldnft be superior
to others as places to live, with woro justification for patriots in these
landse (( Patriotism, unfortunately. most often takes the form of reason-
less and senseless love of country, ignoring the nation's mistakes and
exaggerating her finer pointse My own "patriotism,” and by your definition
I do have some, does not take the form of foolish flag waving and parading,
but is instead a quiet emotion, built more out of respect than blind love,
I think this country is a fine place to live. It's people are relatively
intelligent and worth associcting with to some degree. The nation has

many faults, though, as do its citlzens. These I do not chose to ignoro,
basing this ignorancc on the grounds that to notice problems is to dis-
play lack of "patriotisme” I do not feel, as do self-proclaimed patricts
of the American-Leogion variety, that this country's finer points prove her
to be the Blggest and Best, with a devine right to take what she wants

from whomever she wants. If this displays a lack eof patriotism on my

part and if my belief that national a&nthems and Memorial Day parades

(in memory of senscless killing) doos tho seme, then you are free to make
the most of itess))

I don't recall that recent article on proposed synonyms for fan, either,
and I den't think that I ever seriously proposed ones From my notes en

fen history, I find that suggested new terms for us critturs have included
imaginist, which Art Widner favored. tem. an Al Ashley idea (derived from
tempus, in reference to the time-bindirg thinking habits ef fans, and this
may be what you're thinking about, and 1 might have mentioned it in my
article about Ashley for Void) ((You did, and I was...)), stefnist, Speer's
pet, futurian, which Jim Kepner plumped for, and im, Jay Chidsey's idea (us=
ing imme for females and imm fer a group nf male and female fans). Of
course, the overpowsring objection to adoption of a new term is that it
would cause the outside world to consider fans as something really cut off
from the rest of the world and it would be harder for young fans to convince
parents that they're no different essentially from baseball fans or stamp
collectors. Dasplte what Frank Wilimczyk says, I do know some stamp
collectors who were caught hiding their latest acquisitions under their
jacket and ended up before a magistrate as a result, and I know some
amateur photographers who got into trouble even though they kept their
prints in the attic, because tlis ~irls complainede ((I had a thought
similar to your starp collecting fricnds when I was Young and Penniless,
but took the issue of Arazing out of" my jacket porlet at the last moment,
walking from the storo an unsoiled, as yet, personage. .. ) )
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The post office soems to hevo suddenly begun a nationwide crackdewn on
checks on fanzines' back covorse I supzosted to someonc clse who had
hard time with checkmarks that fandom might adopt a codo in which

each letter of the alphabet would represent a piece of information
normally provided by choeckmarks, and the letters would then be sneaked
into the address lahels ag fake middle initials of the recipients. If
we settled on a universzl language of this sgrt, it would not be neces-
sary to put the decoder into cach fanzine, mailmen are hardly likely %o
think anything of a slight variance in the middle ‘initiasl of their clients,
and it would be almost impossible for the post office department to dis-
cover what was going one

I don't think this issue was a chaotice as you lamented. Much of it

reminds me of Outsiders, quite a compliment for any SAPS publications

New I'm going to resume the activity that I interrupted teo write this letter.
It consists of wondering how I'd roact 1f someone called me the best new

fan since Sam Moskowitz, ##123 Summit Avenus, Hagorstown, Marylande#Hf

A STATESMAN'S DIARY

A most amazing book has just recently oome into my possession. The
manner in which I obtained it would make a story in itselfe. To make
a very long story as brief as possible, I obtained a certain slim
volumse, parts of which are to be reprinted below, at a second-hand
book-shop down on First Avenue, 4n the skip-road section of Seattls.

I first picked up this innoucuous lokking volume mainly out of eurisotiy,
Upon thumbing through it I besame more puzzled than beforss It's contents
were not printeds They weren't even typewritten, Intead, the whole

book, about forty thousand words, was hand written in black ink,

I didn't have the slightest 1des how such a book might end up in a
secluded second hand hookshop, but I was by then curious enough to
pay the five cents it took for the book te become mine.

When I arrived home, I quickly read the book, becoming more amazed at
each pagee It was a diary. A journal of some to me unknown character
who had, apparently, achieved some distinction in the world of politiose
Eithor the names have been changed to protect both innocent aru puilty

or this story tekes place in soms parallel universes Either possibility
seems likely,

The story apparently either takes places after the Korean or Uic Second
World War, No dates, other than day and month, are mentioned and certaln
places are wall hiddens I've cut out a lot of the beok, that o e
with the author's boyhood and his war experiences, What is loft, and
what I've decided %o lot you read, is a complete story in itself, I thinke
I fdel that I am relativaly safe from legal action despite my printing
such person:zl writings. The autuor is not, I fesl, a momber of SAPS.
Anyway, I'll now let you judge the book for yourselfe. It will hegin

an the next pagoes I7 you'ro ‘v up this way, T might even let you have
a brief glance at thn original text. ..Cordon Eklund
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May 9: Got my discharge today. Sure feels great to be -ut of the army
after what seems like ages, My plans are uncertain es yet. MMust talk
1. over with Diane 4his wife.s.ged. The kids have certainly grown a let
sinve I've leiv. FEu. .hen it wes indeed a long war.

May 79 T finally po’ an offer to join a firm 4a law firm. The maen is a
lawyoreesgels A good one. too. Fitzrey, Jackson, and MoCarthey. Right
*ear our new home, toos I start on Monday. It will be good to be working
again and wmaking good=-~I1 hope--money.

June 3: {A year later. The author has been relatively successful'as an
attorney. Nothiang spectacular, but he's well-feded I got the greatest
shosk of my li*e ¢ 7=, WMr. Fitzroy came up out of literally no where
anc asked me if I we ~ i:torested in politicse I told them that I was,
glicht.y 5+ He then said that his party needed a candidate for the

6th Jistrict, my distriet, scat in the House of Representatives. He asked

me whether I'd consider taking ite I was so shocked that I think I erred
i my replye I asked him which party he was referring to. He sort of
stared hard back at me and then told me that he was a Republicans I

told him that was good. since I was one, ton. I explained that I had

voted for buth Winters and Darby in the last two elections and that I

was against most, 1f not all, of Tidsby's proposals., This seemed to

make Mr, Fitzroy feel better. He siad he'd be sure to mention my name

to the Pary cheifs as soon as possibles I talked tn Diane about it

jaut a few minutes ago, She seemed hanpy enough, even though she 1s

a life long Democrats Wo'll overcome that, though, I think.

Jdrue 8t I am efficially the party's candidates I have threo Republican
opp\nents in the primary, but Wr. Bill Bishop {county GOP leadery has
assured me that vicolry should come without too much difficulty over
these wine Representative Dobson the Democratic incumbentd will givo
me 75% of my battlee The mon at the meeting said they liked me a lote
I assured them nf my opposition te the policies of not only President
Tidsby but also President Franklinvelt when the latter was in efficc.

I read up & lot on tho subject et the librarye I plan to check a whole
bunch more books out which should nearly elinch my victory.

July 8s Those campaign posters make mc look far more handsome than I
actually ame Diane and the kids are thrilled to deathe I feel like
a roal celebrity.

September 3: I won the primary today by a wide, wide margin. Cobson
pieked up a lot more votes than I did, but Mr, Bishop says we'll be

able to catch him by Novemeber if we wage a tough cempaign. I'm working
real hard in thinking up campaign issues, but Mr, Bishop says I shouldn't
bother myself,

Septembor 9: I celled Dobson soft on communism today at a Kiwanis luncheon.
My spoech went over real weclle I cited a number of instances to prove

my point, tharks to Mr. Bishop for the informatiope. They've even given

meé a long list of *things I'm in favor of and things I'm againste This

has been a great he.p, My Jok e ¢ over well at the luncheon, toos Mre
Bishop suro has some fine writers .n his camp.
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Novembor 13 Tho campaign 1s nearly overs It's been a long and tough road.
The polls have me slightly zhwad of Dobson-=our polls that isg his have
him slightly ahoads Dobson'’s dirty nolitics have certainly been a sheck
to me. Heo called me o "rabble-rouser” in a spoech last weoks. I really
told him off the noxt days when I stated that rabble rouser or net, I
would certainly be 2 more desirable congressman than one who has had a
long and disgusting record of kowtowing te the wishes and demands of a
vest international conspiroey, aconspirocy that has as its objective the
violent overthrow of the liberties and freedoms which we Americans cherish
so dearly, Such a man, my fellow Amsricans, is our seon to be erstwhile
Congressman, James K. Dobson. “r. Bishop can sure write grand spoechos,
It went over real welle I can't stand Dobson's smear tectics and will

be real glad when this election is over--win or lose.

Novembor 5% I won! ind by a geddam lendslides I'm in a state of sheer
ocstasye.

January 2¢ We're in Washington nows Diano has made a lot of the wives of
the other congressmen and she says thot they're nice poopleoe This makos

me happys The kids hsve liked their now home, too. Tomorrow I take my
oath of offices The Pary has a good sized majority and I'vo boen told that
I ought to get some good committes positionse. I've been reading up on
congross and was kind of surprised to learn that committees are so important.
I want to get on the Judiciary Committoe if possible because I think

judges are interesting and because I know the chairman pretty welle. Other
Republicans on the state think I would do bottor on a committce moro in
line with my political knowledge-=~like the District of Columbia @ommittoc,
Vaybe so, but Appropriations and Ways and Means sound intsresting, tooe

I usod to get good grades in high sohool 8iviecs and did okay in Political
8cionce in cellegess I know a good decal sbout ecenomics,

January 30t Cgmmittcc positions announced today. I get just what I
wantede A slot on the District of Columbia Committoo, which is real
important I hear, and onc on the Un~-Amorican Aetivities Cemmitteo.

Tho latter seoms pretty insccuro bocauso there's a movement afoot to
dispense with it soone I'm against that because my friends tell me

it is a move sponsored and financially supported by the American Communist
Party in order to give that Godless body of s»nics and saboteurs a
strong hold on the political machinurvy of this great nations It sure is
fun here in Washingtone I've even =, +tho President; he seems liko a
real nice guye. The Speaker of the Housc, Mr, Moore of Iowa, says I
look like real fine congressional timber and that I ought to go 2 long
way in politicse I'm thinking=-dreaming I should say--of the Senate or
ever the Governorship.

March 6: I've boen so damned busy lately that I hardly have a moment of
my owne Miane says she's getting lonely and 1f it wasn't for all the
money I got, she'd ask my to resign for a few weeks. I went back homo
last week to spesk against the move te abolish the Un-American Activities
thing. Mr, Jofforson & & roprosentative from the author's home statos
gave me this real great speech that ho had originelly planned to give

on the House floor. That was awftl .1 of hime I read it bofore a
meoting of the Young Ropublic ns or somctiing like that. They cheered me
lustily when I pointed out that t::rc¢ is & moveman* =iocot by the ®odless
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aymnathizers of an international oconspracy to rob the great citizens of
the 5reat nation of thelr essential libertics and freedomse The Un=
Amorican Activites Committee is a last bastion of defonse against the
great red tides When the committee falls, the nation will fall never
again to risc from under the yoko of a foreign imposed tyranny. I've
recieved o lot of letters about the speechs It was pretty well publicized
in all the paporse All the telegrame and notes that I've read have agreed
with me stande I lhuink I was right to have tho nerve to stand up and
speak on a controversial issuo as I dide I was kind of afraid that the
Usmmunists might try to get me for it ar maybe get the kids or Diane. Mr.
Jofferson says not to worry, though, so I won't. My picture was on the
1rnt page of the New York Timese I hear that's a pretty big deal.

Japanry @ 4the following year) A new terme I'm back in Washington againe
Hated to leave hone T met so many people back there that I hadn't realized
were my frlends beforea I made a lot of speeches while I was home. I
attacked the Fresident real well in about three of theme Those went over
the be~i. i Lhe newsvaperse Committee work hasn't begun yet. I've introduced
a couple of pretty important bills,thoughe At least I think chey're pretty
impertent, One deals with strengthening of our internal security to guard
against the attempted usurpation of power by a comnspiracy getting their
order. direct from Moscow. The other one deals with getting a pension for
en old friend of mine, 1 forgot his name, who lives in my hometown ef
Wardsll. I think they have a good chance of passing, if I make enough
gpeeches in ravor of them.

Februe -, 3¢ The Un—American Committee has been keeping me pretty busy. We're
trying to oconvince people that a man named Haroldsen, a defense department
gy, -3 guilty of being & spy or something like that. Not too many people
can remember evidence against him, but we're trying to get them to recall
enough to find Harrldson guiltys. Representative Franklin £Chairman of the
Committee) says that 17 we can get this guy and prove him guilty the
cormittee won't be destroyed. He also says that Haroldson is proff

tha’ the international Communist conspiracy is striving to enter Import-
ent poslion: in our groat and free governement, striving to undermine our
very vical liberties, daestioyed our attempts to remain a free and independ=
ent hation. He's right, I think. Anyway, I've been working real hard on
this, helping invesiigators who are listening in on Haroldson's phone
cenversations. Nothing has developed yot, but we know for certain, by
evidence given before the committea. that Haroldson has 1ittle chance of
proving his innocences

Fybruary 113 Stayed home from the office today. Only major bill was
vipwething up for vote about wire-tappings Some of the fellows told me

I had better stay home and wateh television rathar than be counted.

The bill seems to be an attempt to smear the groat and sacred Republican
Paicr, founced in 1856 by the groat omancipator, Abraham Lincoln. Some
good shuews today, too,

June €. Nur investigations have proved successfuls We've got Haroldson

fir certaln now, I'm toldse Ho is a Communist, as I've suspscted all 'longa
Representative Franklin and a lot of other guys congratulated me on a job

well done, in r~iing out this foul spy before he sould give even more

vital dofonse informat.ion to thoe encomies of our republice I told the reporters
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that this ought to prove to the people of this groat and free nation
once and for all that a dangoerous situation is indeed developing, in
which onemies of democracy and home rule are capable of infiltrating the
very highest echelons of governments The papers at home are cheering me
¢en I he~re I ought to be a cinch for the Senate this falles Tomorrow

I have to check in at o secret conference with Chairman Franklin to

be sure of the facts egainst whatever Haroldson dide He sure walked
right into our trape I thought I was just a minor cog in the machine
that caught Horoldson, but I guess not. Mr. Franklin said that I :
single handedly oaptured this spy, this enemy of the people.

September 3: Only four days till tho Scnate primery. . We voted today on
whether or not to extend the life of the Un-American Committee indefinitely.
I voted in favor, of courses I feel, as I said in a speech, that the
Committee is doing - *t»e-endously successfully job at the patriotic

task of informing the peopls of this great nation of the conspiracy,
internal and external, which gsecks the everthrow of the very nation which
wo, the poople, hold so dearly in our heartss Oh, yeah, th vote was in
the Cemmitteo's favor. A good thing hupponed, tooe  The guy I'll probably
opposo for the Scnatoe said he thought the House made a poor cholce. An
instant campaign issue. . Or, at least that's what Congressman Jofferson
told mes - He's promised to holp me with my campaign when it really gots
meving,e

September 8: Victery in the primary last nighte I was hardly worried.

I loft the House to come home te campaigne Lot of good tv showing. +o0o0.

I will oppose Senator John Curry Davis this Novembere. He has an extromoly
poor voting record, I hears His only claim to fame was a brief whirl as
an intellectual piano player in various nightspots throughout the states
This, I fail to see, hardly merits the public trust-of thousands of his
fellow citizense. - What this state neods i1s a man in the Senate with
knowledgoe and experience in goverrment and politics and, most importantly,
in law, At least that's what Mr. Joeffersen told me to say at a Kiwanis
luncheon engagemont tomorrows We're planning -to fight a tough campeigne
Mr. Bishop says that if we didn't Davis would suroly start to sling mud
and try to smear mo at a point in the campaign whers I'd have no chance
to roplye So, I hit him first. Anyway, 1t's for the good of the peoples

Qotober 313 The campaign 1s not muci Aiffurent from the last one, but
even toughers I'™m hitting Davis hard and ofton, bringing up his poor
voting and attendance record in the Senate. Mr. Bishop says that the
fact that I'm on the offensive ought to win for mes I think we're going
to control the Senate this year and I want te be in on 1it,

Novembor 13 I dobated with Davis today over the radie--and on tv in

a few spotse He tried to attack my Un-Amoricen Committee activites,

which really shocked me. I pointed out, from some speaches I'd had
prepared just in case Davis tried dirty polities, that the only reason

this man eould havo had for attzoking me was some form ef favoritism on

his part towards the sympathizers of tha Communist causee I thon pointed
out Davis'!s ¥nown friendsrip with ~ao*ier man known to have been assoclated
with Communistic causcse I did some ab-libbing on the show but I had

most of ths points writton down fur mo bifore handes Mre Bishop and Mre
Jofforson wreto most of my sturff fer me. Not only are they nico guys,
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Voo abogrima awwa~]lasnk wrdlopre, toz. Ths polls say I have a finc chance
of winning the Senate positlione Davi: Ltricd to smear me once on the
radio debate, by trying to show that I sympathized with the reds because
of our party platform doaling with war. He said with should stay in
Korea or something like that, Maybe it was Japane I merely pointod out,
strictly ad-1ib teo. that if wore true, and I was soft on communism, I
woulan™t have singlo handedly captured the noterious spy, William H.
Haroldsons I loctured him en the fact that his own favoritism towanrds
Haroldson showed him to bo soft on communisme I said that if he waen't

a red hirself, he showed unmistakable signs of sympathy tewards this
Godless oauses I then, to prove my point, displayed a rocord which showed
ihat Davis?s church attondence had been poor, I finished by saying that
I was completely disgusted et the aot of this foreign agent desacrating
the once sacred hnlls of that great deliberative body, the Senate of
these forty-eight _roat and free United Stutes of America, Mr, Jeffersen
wrote that for me, tooe He sure is = good writers

Novoptor L. T slaughtered Davis at tho volls yostorday. “ictory will

rcma bore me in an elections It is surely the greatest thrill in any
statosman's oarcer. Davis went on tv and conceeded the elction about
midnight last nighte He said that he didn't think I could do the country
much ncre harm in theo Sonate than I had done it in tho House. Ho's wronge
I mean about the whole thing he's wronge I thought he was being nioce

and fair and congratuleting me and so did Diane, but Mr. Bishop pointed
cut the obvious smoar tactics behind his supposedly conciliatory gesture.
Tt was an act totally lacking in the supposed dignity befitting a membor
L the United States Senate. I'm sure glad to be a winner again, thoughe

Jdaruary 38:  The Senate isn't much differont from the Houses I'm on a
whole slew of committess, oven though the Democrats have a slight
majority. Senator Carter, a Democrat, is the other guy from our states
We've agreed to co-sponsor a lot of bills for the good of the state,

Ho seems to bs a real nice guy for a Democraty Biane thinks so, toos

February 28s 1 just made my first speech in the Senate. I was real
surprised that there were only sevaen other Senators present, none ef
whom seemed to be listening. I guess they'd rether weit and read the
transcript in the Coprressiongl Record. Dlane was there in the seats

and she heard me make the speech. But. God, thers were usually a lot
more people listening in the House, The speech was a good one, thoughe
It was in favor f a proposal to raise tariffs en radishes by a nifkdole
I wrote the speech myself, I was sort of angry when none of the Washing-
ton papers even mentioned the speechs. I was about tn call up the Post,
which has never liked me, and demand an account of this management of
the newse Mr. Jofferson, who was visiting at the time, told me that

I'd better not, because the paper would no doubt use the call as a means
to smear me and destroy my fine oongressional recorde It could, he
said, lead to my defeat in the next election. I was going to tell him
that that was five years away, but I held myself in checke God, de you
think that he might have beon sort of hinting that I might run for
gomething elses. Governor muyhe, or e¢ven the Presidency. I ean hardly
believe 4t, but whot else cculd he have moants I can hardly imagine
what I'd do if I wore Presidents TIt's unbelisvablce
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VMaroh 31: The lobbyists are certainly bothering me more now that I'm in
the Senates The unions, and the AMA, and all the big businesseg have been
to my office asking me to suport bills for them. They have so many they
went introduced and so on that I've had a lot of trouble deciding whieh
on-< to surror* and which ones not to touchs I've had to talk %o the
Party leaders a lot -ore than before, in order to get their judgments of
the problems. I was going to introduce this one bill along with some
Deocrat from WMichigan that would have forbid states? outlawing of union
shopse I didn't understand it too well, not being any sort of expert on
the everpresent difficulties surrounding laboremanagement relations, but
I was sure 1t would bring me a lot of laber votes in the next election.

I mentioned this to Senator Simpson <¢Senats minority leader at the times -
talked me out of it. He was nice about it and said I had some real fine
ldeas, but that this just wasn't the time for such a bill. He's right
and I've decided to vots against the bill when it gots to the Committes
if 3%t doese I'm on tho Labor and Public Welfare Committee nows It's &
real interczting and well publicized ons. Wo've had a lot of hesrings on
labor rackets, which have been attermpting to place a str-n_._chold on the
very backbone of our groat nation=-its working mens I'm on the District
of Columbie Committes in the Senate now, I guess all tho leaders decided
that my superb work in theo House demanded my appointment into the same
field in the upper chambsre I'm trylng to cut down crime and everythinge
Senator Harrlsg,our chairman on DC, says I'm almost his right=hand men.
And he's a strong Democret, toee -

Octobor 3t Congross is about tg adjourns We gat done early this timees I
talked to a bunch of Republicans today about introduoing a bunch of
ant}=Communist legislation, designed to halt, once and for all, this
insldious international conspiracy in its dangersus plot to overthrow
the Americen govermment by treacherous means, The other guys backed
down, thoughe I was really shockei, But they peint eut that President
Tidsby, in his fear of elienating his Communist buddies overseas, would
voto enything anyway, And it was too late in the session te pass any-
thing over his vetos. They were right, of soursee But I still think we
could have at least introduced the billse It would really help me in
the next slection,

March 53 {the following yeard I'm sure getting exited about the
Presidential electien and the big convention and everything, I think
I'm going to suprort Colonel Watersbury for the nomination. But Senator
Tres and Governor Norten have personally asked me for their support,

but most pf the men I've diseussed this with think the Colonel has the
best chance of getting the nomination.

June 9t Colonel Watersbury thanked me personally today for backing hime
He even hinted that if he made 1t all the way, I might be in line for
e oabinet poste Boy, was I ever shockede I may make Prosident wab,
Diane was thrilled whon I teld here I explained that the old guy
might not make it, but if he did, I'd really be well off. I'm going
to campaign all over +the place for tho Colonel, if he makes the grade
in Chicogoe

July 18: The convontion is in full swinge I've hardly got a moment te
do anything but talk for thc Juionel and drink and swime I think he'll




26

mako it, All the sging look good to thim political obdservor, That'sa what
I told the reporters a fow minutes ago at least, Senator Tree is kind

of 1ad at me, Ho attackod mo today in person, but I put him in his place
q' irkly. I lectured him on the faot that I theught ho'd make the bettor

T ‘csident and was more in line with the party traditions, but that Colonel
Wateiibu:y nad the best chanee of gaining viotory in Nevembor. Anyway,

he dia offer me that oabinet positions He's an awfully nice guys The
Colonel I meane So ieg Senator Tree but he scoms to mixed up with laws

and stuff.

July 20: It's been a long nights Colonel Watersbury wom, of course, I knew
he would, Senator Trec was second and Governor Norten was thirde God, I
even got my statos! votes as a "favorite son." That roally thrilled ma,
Senator Tree and Governor Norton both went on €v to announce their support
for the Coloneles I think I'll go back to Washington for a while and talk
over somo bills and then go 4e® the old home state and talk up the Colonel
and tho oortye

Octobor 13 The cletion is fast approachings Tho Celonel is well ahead of
Sonator Turnor in all the pells. President Tidsby scems pretty sheok

up over it alle I can hardly bleme hime He's going to look funny walking
the stroots againe As aro all the Democratse The Colonel has an ox=
collent staff of writors and thinkers and this has really haolped him.
I've willingly glven whatever aid to him I coulde I'vo madoe some of my
best spoeches of my lifes The Colonscl has sent me a whole bunch of speothos
he had prepared for mes I got to cheese the ones I want to says The
Colonel 1s certainly willing to give me a lot of responsibility. I really
should go back to Washington, but I'm having to much fun heres I think

L 11 teke a trip to Europe after the elections All the other guys are
going and I know Diano would enjoy the trips

November 6t Colonel Watersbury won today. I voted for him, of course.

The results didn't take much times Turnor only captured 2 bunch of
Southern stotes and his homs state of Ohio. The Colonel swept through

the reste He sure is a popular guy. A nice guy, too, I sure hope he
remembers that cabinet position he promised mee I wish he'd tell me which
one I gote~=I'd like either Labor or Dofense--because I'd like to read up
on the subject, whatover it may be.

January 20: Inauguration Daye I went to hear the Colonel give his speech,
He's talked to me a couple times since I got bask from Europe and I should
get some position in the administration. Maybe on the Suprems Court. After
all, I am a lawyer. Everyone cheersd the Colonel as he became the President,
President Watersburys That's kind of hard to get used to. President

Tidsby looked sort of sade I kind of felt sarry for hime. Too bad we
couldn't have given him a cabinet post or a Supreme Court thing or some=
thinge I mentioned this te Bob, but he sald it would look like we were
buying votes. I bet the Colonel would have liked it, thoughe

January 31s Goddam its I'm sure mad at the Colonels I got some little
spot in the State Department, The Senato was much more important, but I
dida't see how I could refuss hime He said my tremendous experience in
dealing with those masters of internal deceit should do me well in

battling against those foreign powers who seek tu oury our nation under
their heathen idoelogiess I guess he's right, but 1t wrs sort of a letdowns
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Margh B: {apparontly a year or two latery I found this book today when I
was going through e lot of old things of the family, I'd fergotten all
about it amidst my many foreign travels. It would bo impossible to summari o
the things I've done and the places I've seen since my last notation in
this booke I've beon to all sorts of foreign places, of course, through
the State Departmont. I've been to Russia, and Hawaili, and Germany, and
Korea aud Bolivia anc many, many mores I've talked to a lot of leaders
of course and road thom statomonts frem President Watersbury and Secretary
Blackburne I think I'm gning to run for the Senate again noxt year, but
I'm not sure yet, Thers's so much to write that I must quit. I'll just
say that everyono likod me everywhere I've been and I've liked everyone,
Excopt the Communists,of course, but they weren't much like I expected.
It sure is great to know that I'm a leader of my country. One of those
chosen few who have the natural ability to lead men and represent their
follow eltizens in the ~orlde It sure is greoat being a statesman and
everythinge The worid wouldn't have bean the same without mes At least
that's what Mr, Colo told mo,.

-0-

Hero the diary endse I'm not sure, but it looks as though certain pagos
may have been removed beforo and after the last notation which I have
roprintod aboves I've corrected the author's spelling and polished up
much of his grammar, neither of which were,apparently,his strong points,
I ean only add further that this story 1s complete, as “to ossential
polnts in tho polit#fcgl earcer of the auther, and, as far as I know,
completely true,

SOME POZTRY FOR BRUCE PELZ

The following few poems are taken from the lengthy work I mentioned some
mailings backs & batech of 7O=o0dd stencils, all full of religious poetry
written by my sccond grade Sunday sohprl class. Most of these were written
by me, although therc may be one or two frem other students., Bruce Pelz,
you romember him, seid that cut stencils were sacrede The publication of
the following may be blamed selely upon hime The stencils themselves, as

I sald in my Speleobem me's, were too old to use-=they wouldn't have fit
my machine anywaye. Thosa poems by other kids I'll try to note, if I can.

GOODNESS I BELIEVE
If you are good and true, I beliéve that war is bad,
And partake not of brew, That death is sad,
God will take you up Thet the devil's med,
o heaven, which is swell, But I must admit I'm glad
And -wueh finer, it is true, That I'm alive not dad,

Than  goling straight to Helle

Continued overside, likesse




28

TyTe (Mesen v faceinating subjectSesseses

WHEN THOSE SAINTS GO MARCHING IN

Wheu thoss sainte go marching in,
Headed Gud only kiows where,
driving out the men of sin,

This sight I hardly can bear,

These saints of tin work by day
% by nighte. Their war is trite,
Fer what does it prove, I say?
Nothinge

"HE CHRISTIAN FIGET SONG

We hate the dirty athisst,
The 21lthy agnostic, +oo.
Up, up, hooray for the theist,
For God, for Jdesus, for brew,

A BAD POEM

*.a built our little world

In seven not ono hurried day,
Before our flag was unfurlled,
Befero the month of May,

Wrhich must allmean something,

I hopo, to someone. Lett's sing.

THE FUNDAMENTAL BLUES

We:come from a rib not an apes

This is a logical thought,

Darwin heth come from from 'neath
Satan's cape,

And is driving mankind to pot.

A MODERN LAMENT

I shake, I quake, I nod,

For I am afraid of the Bomb.

I look in the sky for my God.

Ho's not thereg ecould He be gone?

I still havc 69 stoncils full
of this tuff lefte 3But I quit
here, for the nonce s

THE REPUBLICAN HY»™

God bless our leader, our President,
Cur Mister Dwight D, E.

For he will surely a resident

Of heaven gsomeday wil.i. ba.

He may not be Billy Graham,
The greatest man in the land.
But one thing you can say, ma'm,

But that might makes fright, He's the leader of our bande

{Rumemba- these were written in 1953 or
s0. And, no, I think the work of the
abave had best be credited to some un-
nemed Other Student...ged

THE GREAT DEBATE

How many angels on the head of a pin?

One, two or three thou?

This argument is on not of gods but
of men.

Let's forget it right about now.

THE COIN SOKG

In God We Trust this day

and pick our best friend*s pooket.

But the judge is a friend, we say,

and stay clear of the foul, foul docket.

JUDGMENT DAY

Judgment day 1ls near.

By tomorrow it may be hersa.

Then we learn whe's good and who's “ud.
Some will be glad; others sad.

But I have faith, I hath,

For each day I take my bath,

To my friends I hath been t:ius,
Both the 0ld ones and the new.

So, when thet day doth come,

I will not be 'fraid or numbe

I'11 look in the eye Gud's pawn,
Yawn, then s+, "Don't put me on."



BOOKISH THOUGHTS

I have recently been reading a lot more then I had been doing for the past
few months, Not surprising since, during school, I read only a handful

of books, if that. Almost simultaneious with this spate of reading, I
suddenly realized t%.a* I had written few book reviews for fandom. In fact
I can only recall one such review, written for a N'APAzine of mine with the
sole objective of filling up the remainder of an unfinished page. I dédd

do four sets of magezine reviews for a fanzine about two years agn, but
these were very bad and best left forgotten,like the fanzine they appeared
ine But, all fans do book reviews, I told myselfe-though not in quotemarks
beoause I despise the things-- and I must do some myself. So, the fol=-
lowing few pages will bs full of short reviews of a numbsr of the more
rovieweble titles I have recently digesteds We'll start off with somo
recont books by Fdya:r Rice Burroughs--not recent in writing, but recent

in my readings If I still have any room loft, I'll try my hand at some=
thing less stfishe. 4nd, goe, if you'r: really goed,gang, I've got all
sorts of book reports around hore from the fifthgrade on decling with
overything from Tho Eobbsey Twins at the Seashore to A Strunger in a
Strange Lapd that I'd just love te share with you. On second thought,
that review of SIASL gnt a C-, so I'd bost withhold it.

PIRATES OF VENUS by Edgar Rice Burroughs: (Ace F-179--Log)

Edgar Rice Burroughs, as I have often hinted in my malling commenta, has
long been a favorite author of mine. I discovered Burroughs at the age

of twelve through theo pages of the third of his Martian seoriess The War-
lord of Marse. I had heard much of Burroughs before reading that partiocular
volume and, after discovering the title available for a mere $2,00 on a
mailorder booklist, it waesn't leng until I had scraped up the necessary
cash and had added the title to my collection. I enjoyed the Warlord
greatlys vou might say it fascinated mae. This sort of surprises we now,
since, whon I re-read the book a feow years later, I found it doadly dull
end very inferior ERB fare. However, at ago twelve, I considered it a
great booke I promptly began saving =y money and it wasn't toe long

until Tho Gods of Mars had boen added to my collectione Those books all
then availbe 1n thu British Methuen editionse-most, if not all, are now
out of print, I believe. I continued to purchase Burroughs books at a
fairly rapid pacoe I discoversd Tarzzn through the pages of the first
volume of that seriess the famous (or, porhaps, infamous) Tarzan of the
Apese I added a fow other Mars volumes. I disecoverod the Tarzan titles
available in a Seoattle sccond hand bookshop at what I considered ridiculously
cheap prices--sixty, seoventy, eighty cents each, depending upen condition
and editione I oceasionally saved my monoy to such an extent thet I was
able to add some of the more scare Burreughs titles ta my collection.
Without exception I found his work highly enjoyable and totally fascinating.
After about twe years and nearly twenty Burroughs titles I rather promptly,-
almost subeconeiously, gave the man upe I did ree-read some of tho Mars
books, but bought no new titles, Perhaps I was growing up too quickly;
perhaps it was wy discovery of fandom, though I'm not sure what that
incident ocould have upon my further lack of interest in ERB. Nonetheless
I quite reading Burroughs and didn't r-ad a word by him for about three
years. Just recently Aeo, Ballantin: and a few more costly paperback
houses have bnen issucing Burroupl.. titles in softcovers for the first
tire in thie country. I bought a nunbor of the books I didn't have -
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In my collection already and oven a few that I did. Pirates of Venus is
my mcst rocent acquisitione

P*rates of Venus 1is, of course, the first book in the Venus series.
A/yarentlv Bu: roughs became bored with Yars during the thirties and de=
ciaed vo explore gioener fields. Perhaps he decided te challenge Otis
Adelbert Kline on his home ground, Kline having already made a few sporadic
erxbltilions into Burroughs' home planset: of Mars, Having read teo much

of Kiine's work, I doubt that Burroughs could have felt the challenge teo
greatly. Nonetheless and whatever the reason, Pirates of Venus was to be
the first of four storles of the planet Venus, The story was published in
harcavers in 193, and originally appeared in Argosy, in six serial instal-
lments. in September and October of 1932, according to the invaluable
Edgar Rice Burroughs Biblio.

My only contact with Burroughs! version of Venus prior to my reading of
Pirata, had come through the volume Escane on Venus, fourth and final
Pcor in the series, published in 19L&, and originally appearing in
rivelet form in the wartime Ziff-Davis twinse I didn't care much for
b.oape on Venus when I first read it about three years agoe I thought
3t was okay, of course, but it didn't seem to pack the punch found in
tue " lian stories. I searched for the other three books in the series
anyway, never finding them for a price that I could halfway afferd. Now
thrt Ace has been kind enough to reprint the first work in the series,
I've had a chance to ses whether my original impression of Venus was
inzoriest. Geherally, I found that it was not. Pirates of Venus. like
atsh pBurroughs, is okay, but I'l1 never re-read it sort of T gbait. It
1008 have its finer points. But then, too, it has its very bad points.

The plot line is less complicated than most Burroughs, & usual occurence
in the openers of a series where he had to set an atomspherc. Carson
Napior, a young and apparently weelthy man, bored with his life on
Earth, single hendidly finances and designs a space ship capable of
ecarrying him to the planets. He decides to aim for Mars, on the condition
that Venus 1s incapable of supporting life, He takes off successfully
enough but is pulled off course by the gravitational pull of the Moon--
he, belleve it or not, failed to considor this in his calculations.
However, all is not as bad as it might bo, for Carsen, expecting %o fall
into the Sun, lands on Venuse. He lipghts in the upper branches of a
fantastically high tree, discovering a bit later that these giant trees
are inhabited by a group of Venusians known as Vepajanse They have been
driven out of their homeland but a revolution of the workers, ozlling
thomselves Thorists. The Vepajans were the rulers and soientists and
scholars of the old land. Carson promptly falls in love with the king's
daughter, although at the tive af the fall, he doesn't realize her high
positione. He is kidnapped, after a few oscapades, by the Thorists and

1s being taken back to Thora to help their leaders., He leads a mutiny
aboard the prison ship, taking ti over and rescuing his princess Duare,
who is also a captive. He plans on keeping his ship and using it to
pirate the Thorists, firstly returing Duare to Vepaja since she does not
then return his love. Howover, all does not work out well. Duaro is
once more kidnazpped from the ship, Carson chasing after her. He finds
her battling off 2 bunch of heathens, saves her and, as ho is trying to
return to his ship, is set upon by the kidnappers of Duare. Ho gets her
away safoly, but is, hiwself, captured and placed in prison, The book
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ends hero, on the porfect notu for a soquale. The stery has been supposedly
transferrad to Burrough: by Carson by meoans of telepathy while the lattoer
was in prison. Carson picked up his powers of telepathy in India while

s boy and this sort of holps the story quite a bit,

The story, =s you ¢+n readily see, is typical Burroughs, The kidnarped
princess, who, by -.ie way, does end up falling in love with Carson by

the end, is so wuch of a Burroughs cliche that I would be extremely a.s-
appointed to find it absent frem a book of his? The book does have its
exciting moments to be sure, but I can't quite get myself tu be too worried
about Carson's fate. As a result, the btmwok was somewhat of a failure for
mee

But this book is not completsly typical Burroughs. Unlike 95% of the man'e
work the story is not all. There is some Social Cormentary in this ons,
very obvious and vury poorly handled, of course, but it is there.

The revolutionists I mentioned back there a bit, the Thorists, are rather
obvious counterparts of our homegrown Communists, although Burroughs
probably thought of them as the Bolsheviks, Yost of Burroughs Social
Commentery 1s spent poitning out the stupidity of the obviously inferior
Thorits in overthrowing thsir leaders, the Veajans. Things don't work
out to well for the Thorits, you see. The Vepajans all run away, and

the Thorists, with their 09% of the population can't get things to run
very well with their Natural Loaders absent., They must spend their

time capturing male Vepajans to work for them and female Vuyajans to
breed with them in order to put seme of the supsriority back in the -aca.
I find it a bit fantastie to comprehend the whole body of creative people
having all risen to the top se that they might all flee the rovelut .n
togothers Only the marching morons are lefte Things are just a litt.e
too simple here, but then you must realize that Burroughs was somewhac of
& neophyte at this Social Cormentary game and had to stack the cards Jjust
e bit in his favor, Things are brought to a boil when, at a point in

the book, Carson asks a Thorist, an ex-slave, tn join him. The ex=-slave
says that he doesn't oare much for the Thorist society but that he cares
not to join Carson's pirate bands Carson pushes tho issue a bit only

te have the former slave throw up his hands in horror, sxplaining to
Carson that all he wants 1s to bs madc a slave again so that he may be
happy once more in his correct position of inferiority.

Burroughs social philosophy, and this is found in all of his work not
Just this particular one is that of an almost extinet specles todaye

the aristocratic conservatives. Burroughs not only bellieves that there
are superior and inferior races but that there are superior and inferior
beings within those races, Not so bad and quite true, yess But Burroughs
says that these superiors and inferiors are based completely on whether
the people are noblemen, fresmen, and slavess In more than one Burroughs
book, a slave does something heroie, surprising tho here of the book
greatly. Soon, howover, in all cases, the Burroughs hero is reassurred
ag he finds out that this slave is not a slave at all, but born of noble
bloode dJust for once, I'd like to s»2 a worthwhile salve in a Burroughs
volume who is roally and truly o slavo.




Be

But Burroughs' views were those of the timess They were accepted; they
were even expected in pulp fictione All of the Mansey horde of Burroughs
imitators during the twenties and thirties had pretty much the same

“deas in their stories. There is also, of oourse, a lot of racial erap
«a Burroughs nvarticularly in his Tarzan novels and other stories set in
Africa., Burroughs was very race coneious. Race meant a lot to him,
although in most of his interplanetary epics people of all races had
thelr good points.

Despite all these things which, of course, 1 completely missed when I
wés-first cutting my teeth on Edgar Riece Burroughs, I still admire the
mun very much ag a born story teller. As such I consider him second to
fews The story overcomes the philosophye I hardly even get irritated
by the latter, besause I am now growing accostumed to it and come to
expect ite I am not so stilted that I don't realize that Burroughs
racial and other ideas were not out of *he ordinarv when written. If the
man wero allve and writing today, I doubt tirat I could stomach his works.
But I can overcome period prejudices onough to be able t rjoy the work
of a good story-teller which, when all is considered in tho end, is all
Edgar Rice Burroughs hoped to be.

A FIGETIVG MAN OF VARS by Edgar Rice Burroughss (Ace F-190--L0¢)

This story is a much better book than the one reviewed above. Its atory
1z more enjoyable and mora interesting and the idiotic attempts at

veying something are gones Unlike most of the Martian series following
the first three John Carter books, this one does not repseat too many of
the cliches of the earlier ones, I do believe there is indeed a kidnspped
princess in the story but we'll ignore that this once.

Hadron of Hastor, a red Martian soldicer, is the major protaginist in
the book. Hadron, despiteo his Martian ancestory shows little differecnce
in personelity from John Carter, Ulysses Paxton or Carson Napier--all
good full blooded Amerloan interplanetary heroes.

I'm not going to retoll the plot ef this book even in very shortened
forme Roe-telling plots bores me stiff most of the time and, anyway,
I've forgotten most of this one even though I read it only a couple
woeks agoe For that metter, I finished Pirates of Venus about six days
back and I've forgotten 80% of it. But this, you must noto, is typical
of ERB.

A Fighting Man of Mars is the seventh of the Martian series. It is o

bit obvious that Burroughs is running out of idoas by this time, He
invents, by proxy, & couple death rays and an invisibility potiocn, all

of which will result in revelutionizing Martian warfare, As a conseoquence,
the book doesn't seem quite so, how should I put it, Martian as others.
Thore's still a lot of sword and dagger play, of course, but all this
crazy deadly ray stuff seems to take a lot out of the fun and games. As

if realizing his mistake. Burroughs, at the end, promptly kills off

the inventor of the woapons 'nd wit> him the secrot to thelr production,
Quite niee work, I thought.
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This book does, however, ropresent Burroughe at hile snjoyable best. It
is vory fine work, without the shackles of trying to Say Something that
destroyed Piratos of Vonus %o such an extents It is good fun and good
and bloodys I may even re-road it in a few yoars,

A PRINCESS OF MARS “y Edgar Rice Burroughst (Ballantine F-701-=50¢)

This title is *the first novel, in fact the first anything, that Edgar
Rice Burroughs eva. suc.seded in getting publisheds It is, also, of
course, the first of the ten “ars books. A Princess of Yars is a very
fine book and & highly enjoyable one. It is not quite so good as The
Gods gg_”hrs. But, after all,/ig a first novel. In this book you meet
many of Burroughs must memor-ble characterg~-Tars Tarkas, most notablye-
for the first time. Somehow, they seem much more alive mush fresher than
in other Martian titles. The first meeting is always the best with a
Burroughe' oreation.

The plot, like in Pirates of Venus but even more se, is not complicated
like too much of the man's writings. The book hes a basic beginning and
a baslie, though inconclusive=-to leave run for the sequel--endinge. Most
of the incidents in the story add something to the plet. The book does
not read like an mpparently endless ctream of adventures, piled one

upon another, until the author finally decides to end it ell when, at
some npportune moment, he gots all the characters together at one place,

This reading marked my third run through the book and I found it as
enjoyable as ever, if not more spe I consider A Princess of Mars to
be one hell of a fine piece of story telling, one worth the time spent
in many re-roadings. Try it. You might like it,

IN DUBIOUS BATTLE by John Steimbock: (Bantam H2279, 60g)

I started reading a number of the works of John Steinbeck last September
or Cctober in order to improve my minde I read three or four novels and
ene collection of mostly interrelatod short stories. I liked them when
I read thems And I still think that, »y and large, they were pretty
good bookse.

But they were sentimental. Very sontimontale And, believe it or not,
deep down inside, I am a wvery sentinontal persone. DBut Steinbeck is more
than sentimental. Many very fine writers aroc sentimontalists. Steinbeck
writos esoape fietion, purs and simply.

Seience fiction is often put down as pure escapo literatures But in all
the body of sclence fiction you would have t9 dig deep to find writing
ag escapist in thome as that of Jehn Steinbeck. Evon in such writings
as Tho Pearl and The Red Pony where often brutal conflict is presentod,
the theme 18 stl1l] cscarisme Steinbeck's characters are nice, .ovable
herd working types, They then ocomo upon sither something romantic or
something that tugs at vour heartstringse In works such as Cannaﬁ% Row,
the theme is even morc bltcnt, Herse we find the lovable bums, ey
don't work; they Just live & iife ol luxurious ease, free from the trials
of daily living. T~y are do.nc~ = .at the wan saddled with a 9-5 jow of
drudgery wishes so =uch that ... ¢ould doe Or, - re aptly, the woman
saddled with four or five screaming little kids.
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But John Steinbeck should bs more +thesh a writer of sentimental escapist
ocrap, enjoyable on the surface as it —av bes He should be more than a
seedy old sentimentalist crving over “he hardslhiips of his beloved workers.
He has won the Nobel Prize for Literzture, an award usually given te a
person at least somewhat deserving of the honor. Steinbeck should, somehow,
be deserving of the honors

And, ho ise

Beneath Steinbeck's facade of a harsh old man loving the sentimental little
things in life beats the herat of an angry man. When John Steinbeck is
angry, truly angry, his writing is among the best in the worlde In much

of his work you can sort of feel that down underneath those tears of his,
he is angry. Angry thet his characters, his beloved si-ple peopls must
live the lives ! w do. He is .angzry at the forces that make men live thelr
lives so uselessly. whether thils uselessness comes in diving for pearls

in Mexico, working on a ranch, or operating a back country biology lab.

Ste nbock's heroes are too much like he hirself for him not te be a bit
.~ory at their plichts. He doesn't say this aloud of course in most of

nis worke The little old ludies wouldn't care fer that., But when he does
say it, he says it loud and clear.

In Dubious Battle, written in 1936, is such an angry book. While angry,
Steinbeck writes not a great book, but a very good one. A few years
later he did decide to write a great book, I understand, and that book,
mt re than his thousands of words ofmaudlin crep, won him his many honors,
fi. Dubious Battle is the prelude to The Grapes of Wrath. After these

two volumes=-and to someo degree Of Mice and Veon=- Steinbeck settled beck
+uio the pattern he had cut in Tortille Flat and watched the dollars pour
ine

In Dubious Battle is a harsh book. It says things that people would
prefer to forget over existed or, if they lived at the tire of the writing
of the book, would prefer to ignore. It is not a nice books But, more
then anything else, it is real. It says something and it says it well.
I'm not going to toll you exactly what it says, because if I knew for
certain, the book would not be great,

Briefly the story deals with a strike during the deprossion among some
fruitpickers in California. The protaginists are two radicals, sent to
the valley te build the strike up and “» get it organizods One is a
hgrdened red, the other a neophyte in the ranks. In description of the
story, I can only parrot what the New Republic of that day hed to say
about it: "Dramatically intense, beautifully written, sweeping powerd"
It is this, te be sure, but it is even mors, much more,

It is the picture of an angry John Steinbecks A Steinbeck sick te the
corc of his being with tho conditions and the men who ferce others to

live in filth and in constant hunger just to make a fow cents an houre It
ig a John Steinbeck angry at the society which makes intelligent men,

liko his protaginists, work so hard t¢ dostroy it that they destroy any
bit of human sensitivity in themsolwves in the processe.

In Dubious Battle is not nearly s3> enjoyable as O rury Rows It won't
we rm your heart, If it affects yvour ~motions in uny 'y, 1t will prebably
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make you sick tO your stomcche $t $300t 2@ wamm a 80k as The Red Pony
eithor, nor is it as well written as Of Yige and Mep. Out it is a far
greater book, bBecauss it was written By a far greater wman, The Saturday
Roview says that In Dubious Battle is "woble and ¢ragic, a book one
respects.”" I can only, once more, nod in assents It is a noble book.
It is a tragie book. It %8 not a Yook one loves, Or a book one sheds
giant tears of unhappinsss overe It 18 a book one respects. For it is
written by & man one rospectse And, after al}l, what more can a writer
wish for than for respecete

ol

I wanted %0 reviow e OOuple Of hist®riocal n®vels here and maybe a couple
books by J. D. Salinger and maybe a oouple of other items, but I seem

4o have just about run Out of inspirntion, interest, and rooms I'll just
quickly mention that Howard Faet's Citizen Tom Paine 4s an excellent and
harsh portrait. The harshness is not directed towards Paine, but towards
thoso around hime Irvin Stene's Clarence Derrew For the Defense presents
e lot of the factual baekground that was fictignulized in the Steinbeck
novel reviewed abeve, The Stone work is highly recemmended as not only
being 4ntoresting and enjoyable, but also a tad bit sducational in parts.
It, lixe, pads in a lot ef historieal stuff, much mere than most historical
novels or biographical novelss And,finally, let it be known that Js De
Salingert!s Franny and Zoooy is an exceptionally well done and very moving
piece of worke It 1s better, by some degree, than the same author's more
roecent Raise High the Roof Beam Carpenters and Seymour an Imtroduction.
The latter presents a most clear pioture into the mind @f an author, I
dug the book somewhat, But would rather see Salinger write fictioen than
spend his tirme talking about himself, He dees the latter much better
than mest, but he happens to be a much better writer of pure fiction.

I've read a couple things by Edgar Rice Burroughs that I haven't meptioned,
two, three dooks, mostly of the “ype that I care net to recview--politics
and such, not sexe-and two short stories in an issue of Amazings. The
latter were digested at Wally Weber's suring a lull in a Nameless mooting.
Now, as some as I finish this lousy SAPSzine, I'm going to have to read
Burroughs! Tarzan, the Invincible. The blurb says: "The Ape Man battles
the Reds in Africa.Y Sgunds fascinuting, doesn't it, gang? ®h, yeah,

I really ought to read To Kill A “ockinpbird, which I'vc been told is
quite goods But I've had it around herc, unread, for about six months
now, having kept ewny frem it for various reasons. I'm now so used te
gooing it on my shelvss that I'm rapidly forgetting that I haven't road
4t. Porhaps this will remind me, New for the arduous and dezdly boring
task of going back and underlining all the titles I've drepped in this
everlong peragraphe

_______________ N ot Y F T L S
"Before any progress can be made in dealing with crime, the world must
fully realize thate. » « 211 punishment for the purpose of causing sufering
or growing out of hatred is crusl and antisocials that, however much seciety
may feel the need of confining the criminal, it must first of all under-
stand the zct had an all-sufficient cause fgr which the individusl was in
no way responsible and must find the causs of his conduct and,so far as
possible, remove that eause," --Clarsnce Darrow in Crime, Its Cause and
Treatmente.
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IT'S CUALITY NOT CUANTITY THAT COUNTS: But, gee, gang, this issue is
actually the largest I have evar
done for SAPS. Larger by ten pages already and I may add another sten=
oil after this one. I have discovered that the best way to do a large
zine for SAPS is te think you've got little tire to do one in. In that
case, you'll rush to get something ready for the mailing, then suddenly
discovar that you still have all sorts of time left over in which to
prepare other goodies. Of course, it helps too te be planning on entering
the armed services of this here country in a few weeks. Putting out a
large zine is a fine way to keep from enlisting. I mean, as long as I
can convince myself that I've just got te finish that SAPSzine of mius,
I won't force myself to take that long walk to the nearest recruiting
station, I was originally planning to try to enlist some two weeks =ago,
8® you see how well things have worked outs This has irritated my fathor
more than a little, but if you'll forget him, maybe I can, too.

WALLY WEBER I see is running for TAFF this year, and I do hope you all
realize that not only am I supporting the man, but also that
I've already cast my vote for hime Can you say the same? Seriously,
I've knovn Wally for nearly threec years new and have found him to be one
ef the finer men it has been my pleasure 4o come into contact withe T
think that if you'd join mo in casting a vote for this fine young men,
you'd be making a very wise choice. I can't think of anyone, ineluding
those many fans net running for TAFF, who could represent Americen fandom
quite as well as_T—know'Wally could, Wally Weber for TAFF« Huh, folks?

"The problem of the scab and non-union worker presented one of America's
most nearly insoluble dilemmas: what were the millions of workingmen

who were willing to suffer the privations of a strike and rish of black
1ist, to dony their families the necessities of 1life in order to hatter
their lot for the future, to do about their neighbors who were too timid

or too frightened or too brutalized to care about bettering the lot of
their families, particularly since these men who eontinued to work would
share equally in the adventages grined by the sacrifiocies ef thei fellows?
America was a froe country; it wes as bad for a union to use farce to make
e mon join their ranks and their strike as it was for the operaters to usse
force to keep mon from joining a union or s stri.-. Yot Darrow folt impel-
lod to agrea with John Mitchell that 'a man who wor.s 4i~ing a strike has o
no moral right to work if gﬁs work destroys the hopos of his fellew mene '
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