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Doubtless «t some time or other you have atteanded a performance of scue
stage megiciaa who seemed to be able tu continue indefintely perforning
unbslievapls feats of sleight of hand. uo matter how hard you try to
figure Low he does it you fail. Just when you think you've finally
worsed cut the mechanics of one of his tricks the magician spring his
trap and shemefacedly you find the whole thing was a plant designed spe-
cifirzally to taxe in dolts like you who think they're smarter than they
are.

How is it done? Vlell, the stock explanation is "The hand is
quicker than the eye." Liore specifically, it is explained, the magic-
ian controls his audience to such an extent that he deliberately directs
their attention to one hand while his other hand is performing thzs 'ma-
gic' in plain sight. (Confidential_y, I've spent as much as ten minutes
watching the other unand...the one that is not doing anything interesting
...and no matter how clogely I watecned, it still wasn'at. But then may-
be that!s what the magician intended me to de from tue start.)

4Lt any rate, tie control which the magician wields over his
audieace is child's play compared to the influence the average editor
has upon nis. Through bitter persomel experience I have learned that
101 readers out of 100 give their miands & rest whenever they peruse
any periodical and let the editor do their thianking for them. This
sublime childliice faith in the omniscience of tue editor (any editor)
is comething I shal . never understand. Let this same mortal who earus
his dsily caviar witih a blue pencil in one uncalloused palm appsar in
person end his readers will scoff at his utterances. If he deres write
an article for his own or some otner magazine, thesexsams recders taie
great delight in dissecting his effort comma by comma to show what & ilon-
goloid idiot this savant realiy is.

But let the editor stay quietly in the background, bubchering
copy,retitling manuseripts, inserting a paragraph here, & sentence thers,
and a sneer in betwesn and not only do these same hyperctitical people
never argue...it never eaters their heads to consider any other possiitle
interpretation...not even vhen the vast bulk of the article in xquestion
is devoted to proving, point by point, that the view diametrically opposite
to that of the editor is the true one.

T first encountered this curious phenomencn when, &3 an inno-
cent neofan, I was cour*ing fame and fortune by the obvious aad inevitable
expediant of writing letiers to &ll tiue professional magazines. Iy rirsi
sncounter wita this quality came as a result of my first letter to be
printad. Tt weat to a magazine cal:ed SUPER SCIEWCE STORIZS, Just e
legend to fandom today, but obe of the better prozines in 194%9. TIn it I
questioned the existesce of one Larry Shaw, a fan of the period vho had
bzen running riot through the S7'S letter column that yesr aud accused the
editor of both inventing an imagiuary person and writing the letters
(this figment of editorial imagiusation attracted beliel from so many ceaders
tirat he solidified into a tires- {(or meybe three and a half)) dimensional
being, like the zods cf old, and has now ovecome an editor. nimself--of IF,.
vYhenever I sign my came oflicially on compzuy business I use only my ini-
tials, so, without thiazing, I signed this first letter the same vay.
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the most of his oprortunity, Bjlar Jasobbson closed !

fosa drmorbal words which originally appeared in the

TNy e
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iL" hilf o A
wprinted monotonously eacli year, "Yes, Virgibia, tuere actuaily 1o

ona

1lihouen I later indignantly reread my letier zic counted [ive dif. axish
T had indicated my gender, I shortly received a letter iavibing me to join B

to ecach of

magas

- i“' -

to Ou.

Thiz 1s tae oaly letter on each key so wnen you write a letter on one of these it -
in effect, all capitals and one is unable to indicate anything which should be spuc-

o

H

You gues’ed it! The letter was aduressed to Virginia L. IleCain
=1

writer wasn't jokingl

e

That stegrted it a2ad I soon Tound at least one such distorticn ubia

~

my published letters.
One early letter went to Ray Palmer and got a

reply of equal length ia toe
rd Y

At that time I was woridng for Yestern Union (am again, now) awm

U typewriters. These are not liie ordinary typewriters. Ong of i
gz is tLdt tiey have neither capitals or small leters but a sort of hybrid in-bete

ially capitalized.

er now tuat ne nad +urned over a new leaf and was editing a

enougl to have ever seld in the western field.)
cate Mystery was
where 1 got
woriied in either field.

HKN0oW

In this particular letter I was cr1tic141ng

Sd"d T ual never ll&ed Shaver, eltner his Mystery

Palmer for continuing

A pulmer ssad nim back to the westerns or wherever it was he'd dug
(TJlS labt was meznl as an igsult...l didn't seriously thing that Shuver wr

However, I hadn’t beeu able to ind:
supposed to be capitalized and in his reply Palmer said he dida't
the idea Shaver wrole mysteries and westerns as Richard

And it turn-

. 1o use Share

good magazine (L1~huﬂ; ba--
its first nzlf d04c1 ig-
stories or othe

wise a
h_m up
cte we

’.,n

ents wondering what nadm me thinic Shaver
had ever written mystery stories.

Apparently neither Pelmer nor his

readers hud ever Lieard of scme-
thing called Shnaver kystery.

more
Qe
&

Sam Merwi
of my lestter
elSE.ceacn

genius for o

and Pyn:chy

v

n printed
8 than any-
kerwin had
“ropriste
titles. In

orcder to maintain lils
reputation hetd fig-
ure out some such

title

Dr. Jeky
and Mr.

aven if he
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This reaci ed its ulti- e
zzte in one of my last letters S

i ult 1°tterxacm1né.
ibout 13 months earlier ]

a fan had written a letter to ASF i
revigwing the issue for a year la- i
ter, rathesr than the curreat oune.
uQmee_* cornented tuat he was off ,/’E
on the wrong time-tracx apparently -~
but, intrigued by the idea, pro- ﬂ
z2eeded to :ccuceet tuat particuler
issue as clese to the letter as
Eog;sible e Gl |,nsingnon§ of the most Mood Shift #3
fapulcus liceups of tulent ever _.gyccess at last!
to ap -esr in ASF iIn order to match _-Take two. thevire small.
the fabulous List tke fen had made ——=4 E
out. It was Theocdere Sturgeon's
last ASF eppesrance; it was Hein-
lein's ouly story to ap ear in
ASTOUMDING since Yorld Ui
was an extraordinarily
interplay of all time.

ar
jue issue and one of the most satislying exmmples of gro-ran

i@ !

48 2 neofan, afire to mece my wer: on sur mizrocosmcs, I only wisned g
thought of tue idea. Burstirg with origipality I deaiced ta copy Pl woalbering it

just ehougi to keep myscif frem being labe:led initative.
Instead of time travel I would mexe my lelter come from another pirababl
worid. I werned my closest asocciate in farpdom, Shelby Vic:i, tlat something specia;
wouid appear in such and such an is.ue of Merwin's mug, &nd STl weg gt te eoruiose
Pirst off, I'd learnad from expérieace that you csn't iz too subtle T frisz
few times anly to learn everybody ignored it usnless the editor puirniza il out for Lieti.
Pecple simply don't read fan letters carefully eno ugh tc detect any velled auvances.

3
cen be and then pile
- =
b4
T

S¢ I <new o get tie idea across I'd heve to muie it obvicus &
deteil upon detail upon detail so even the most sheeplide re ade
1 concocted & probebility world scamewhot lixe curs tu
had never decimated Sergeant Satura so I weuld write my letfer 1n
when that monster ruled the letter columas at Standard puplication.
;cod start. No one could i_nore my r'irst paragraph of coray Lalf-baced humor,
type rlourishing 11 those columub, ant | tnisk tnis was just auother letter
cther. T.S and S5 had both switched r'rom quarterly to bi- mﬁutH1J shertly ;
end of Torld “ar II (tho as of this writing T3 just switched iack to e her
seven yesrs). So I ve-rosued tne fact that the mageuines were still yuerteri:
surely tne paper snortage stillx wesa't toet vad. I cut dowu bl SUhEr OF - 8hE
appearine in the is.ue I was commentin, o and chenged the ending ol cue, orid
s

4,1

ol o

T menaged to inuicate tiwt the war bad ended & year lats: in my T o i
world and tiat tue Haniaiteu projsct bad been a flop. 1o closing, I reguerted

everycae who wes interested to join the new JF Club I was Forndng ie Tonponl, DbeZon
(}anpurt wes & small suvurb of Portlanc {((sbout 3(,000)) Jhich was tetally Gastroyed
in a Fflood in 1943.)
The iestter ap eared al
saying taat if anybody was confused by the eboie it vas & tyg
of letter they used to getl in ths be
hearkening baclk. I believe his exun

 endsd « briefl note

&l sxamprle of tie =crs
¢ 0¢d Sergeant Seturn days ana was an amus
t closing words sere, "Some cpoof, hun?!

-

1 rigﬁt. A% 1t3 end MNerwin &
2 pis




Sows spool, ynh. Hobody, but ncbody, tumbleu to what iie letber

sioib. I 0b &il sorte of congrobulations on it. Everybody tnought it was &
teweoll on tae old-time letters wid several well xnown rans wino'd been lguodlliyg e sl .
me samples oi their feusizes.

sven Shelby Vick, wio had been forewarned, aind whose thioking processes at %us
tim2 dupiicated miae to something lite sixty four decimuls wroje me conpratulating e on
tie nostalgic nearsening back to Cergeant Saturn.

To Snalby Vics I explained vhat it was all about. He wrote kac. aud zduitred
hatd mis-ed it, sug.ested it migat have been & oit more obvious ir I'd just meutioncd
pgrobapiiity worlds spreplace in the letter. To which I had & = devastating reply... I
quoted him two diflerent pleces in the letter where I had drasbeu e mention of probebi
Ly worlds (1u one place I had scoffed that tiey were even more impossible than atvemic
power and tnus a silly subject for stories). I certeinly wasu't golag to be so subile
tiat anycce would overloos the point. wo sir. Not me. but then I hadn't ccunted on my
deer pal kerwla.

vel., T guit rriting ES
letters to editors suortly af- J 44
ter that but I made a mind- — I o
bilasting discovery. 1 realize o
to reveal this publ4cly will -
rocx the foundations of fan- ¥
dom and possibly even bring <
on an Annish of UTOFIAN. But T

tne Truih must ocut. This dark
vower is not restricted to pro-
fessional editors. Editors of
fanzines nave this same super-
hunman control over their read-
ers thoughts. Yes, I uiean you,
and you; and youl

: It was about six months
after this fiasco tnat & certwian
fau editor assed me to do some
pro-mag reviews For his magazine.
I told him icd I did it would
prcbably develop into an article.
Fe said fine...he needed a lead article. So I ot to wvork.

It had occured to me sowe time wverore that [ans are unfair in the way they
judge editors. Some editors have much bigger budgets tiaun others and cen splurge on
sxvensive teleat, while otners have to uss all sorts of editorial snou-how to cowe uv
with a nayszine oi similar quality. And some editors are hnampered by strict conjany

poilicies and weoaging editors wno mwie editing & ¢ood magawine rar mere dirflficult by
oF

forcing their subordinates to adiiers to & lot of cutmoded editorial policies. {This was
fur more common in 1951 tuas now. Lwlcoim Keiss is tne only outstanding exzmple of this
le

L1 Heday.)

In an erfort to judge mors fairly end reap reise each editor in this new li_rt
ratier than just on hils finisned product I wrote my article.

The =ditor expressed einthiusiasm over tuae article but with some reservetions.
Being a ratner naive sort, he'u wlways thougiit of editors us sometiaioy wwin to CGods, awd
1y cellous viewing of tiiem as were hurans with human faults =nd virtuss rather veat a-
gainst the grain, I'm afraid.

I'd menaged to find sowething good to compliment each editor on and thought

7'd leant over bac.wards to be more tian fair e esach. HO‘GVPP,.thv editor retitlsed mny
ariicle. He cal .ad it "The kuditors Cver 4 Broiling flame” amdd illustrated it witu & tiny
Biruggling editor impaled on the point of & _izat pen.

Probebly wisely I made him uss a peoname on the plece, =z I w&
tie pro mar<et ab tiue time (oot that it di me any good).

After tue article sppeared more mail, respounse, aud commsat 1as received tnwu

3

4 “~c
3’-_. 1&g, Vi@ SXeCi



'

afi .o the erticles cad stories puolished oy this faneine in Shie 50 corbiuccd. g
aluost 1oUH of the respouses were irate over the vicious way I'd hanaded edl Lie wa-
itors. The only fuvorazvle one I remember coming in &t &all wus from H.L. Cold who
ted not only raated {1 in wy suwming up of stuadings uader this dircderent way of I
ing at it, ocul who .as probably tue only editor to receive no criticism of Fas
sli_utest nature from me (his mapaczine was oaly sbout six moatis ¢id ties ca. uits
a vit better tiaon no.s.)
4od now I £ind the  same thing happening &ll over again. Befors stearting
column for Geis I szt him en artizle. I
rather pride myseli on my titles ordi.ri-
ly, out this tiwe I couldn't thin:s of

¥
R
e
Afa
'
w

r -

anything halfway acceptebls. [o
it untitled zad told him if he coulidn't
thiug of anything better to call it "Rriug
Buck the Letter Columns" but thet I didntt
liiie thet.

Later he icformed me taat he lad
chosen "It Started ith PRoucher", tis
first lie of the article, o5 the titla
vut tiet when he put it on the master ue
absent-mindedly substituted the nem:
'Gold! iastead. WMo, naturaliy fens
cun't afford to throw avay nusters,
less the time spert drewing tnem, co
rewvrote the first few lines of the article
instead.

This would have been all right
except for the weird power editors wield
over readers. This sezired tc thro. tie
waight of my complaict upo. Gold, ralier
tian equalfy upon Broune, .0 Was eves
more to blame, and upon Doucher, Czmpuel,,

and othners wiio wers cimilerly quilty.
The article was obviously & critical
one...and it was titled "It Etari-
ed '"ith Gold'....wnat more ob-
vious conciusion tiian that
iy ePitaaisn Tas diie af

VY AN Gold? 4nd just to add
/ﬁ') : Y to tue weight of opinioa,

el

ma

"Allright, allright,
I won't tread on youi®

He /53



Gzis toox advuntege of the title, an anti-Goild poem he was runaing, and & recent pre-
cedent, to term this "The Galaxy Depreciatioa Issue". With a title lisze that aoy
sensible reader inows you're golag to find esrticles attacking the GALAXY cditer with-
in, especially if said article is titled "It Started ¥ith Gold".

So I note morosely that practically all the letters in PSY #6 operate on the
assumption that I was doing a hatchet job o n Gold....most of them even praise me for
it....when actuslly I devoted a good part o f the articte to showing just how super-
ior GALAXY was and that it was precisely because of these superiorities that other
nagazines tended tc imitate one or its mistaxes.

Oh well.. .I guess it's hopeless. ihy should people read thc articles when
tizey can read the titles aud iknow whet the article is all about....li.ec the Llittle boy
in & recent VORTEX story who read the first paragraph of each magaziie serial and
then sent six page letters to the editors criticizing the plot developsmant.

It!'s hopeless, feliow fan writers....and you pro writers, for that matter,
tco. We are hoplessly in the clutches of these editors....mere deinty Trilby's to.
their slavering Svengali's. All we can do is hope they give our articles titles thet
will briny good reactions. I see no way to curb their power short of going into con e-
tition by becoming an awesome EDITOR oneself. 4bd that involves & lot of vork...ctea-
cil cutting...crank turning...copy mailing. I don't realiy think it's worth it.

Meanwhile if you find a new title on this column, scmeone slse’s name above
it, the paragraphs shuffled around hoplessly and the entire thing unreadable...tlien
you will xnow it is not my fault for writing this late at nignht when
T am sleepy and incoherent but merely editor Geis, drunk with pow-
ey and wad with lust to worik his will upon his helpless contri-
butors aud readers by stirring his ink-stained forelinger a-
round slowly in the turgid poois of their brains.

STRBOLIWUE
(symbolic)
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smmee A FANZINE REVIEW by the Editor

7TP ;'2, Ted B, Vhite, 1014 N. Tuckahoe St., Falls Church, Virgiaia.
bd, 6/2b¢., At vresent published irregularly.

Tha most interesting item in this issue is the article by Jar-
ren Alien Freiberg in which he is hoist by his own petard. The titls
is, "The Science Fiction Fan: A JACKASS!" The writing is incredible.

SDIRAL #%5, Denis loreen, 214 Ninth St., Wilmette, Illinois. 10¢, 3/ 85

Bi-monthly .

Cover by Hazlehurst much good. "Five Years of PEON" by Lee Rid-
dle was interesting, as was the letter section. The editorial, "3piral-
ities", was a high spot as always in the mag. This mag 1s good znd

- getting better. .

HMOTE #8, Robert Peatrowsky, Box 634, Norfolk, llebraska. O¢. Bi-mouthly.
An excellent cover by Ron Fleshman., High points this issue ‘er2
the columms: "Rich's Roundup'by Rich Luboff, and "Public Opinlon' by
Rich Bergeron. An article, "The Art of Refusing", by Hal Shapirc, was
very good even though it--like the first of his two artic.es in lact isszu,
1The Art of Getting"--was much too short. I felt the articles should
have been &t least twiece as long. This zine gets the Geis RECOMUBHDED.

CANADIAK CAPJRS #1, Harry Calnek, Granville Ferry, NHova Scotis, CANADA.
Sent to Arericans on the PAR system. Monthly.
This is the 00 of the Canadian Science Fiction and Fantasy Fan

Associatiocn, ) . = . R
It consists of dull renorts and editorials and a few 1tems Ol

general interest., Best among the latter was "On Meeting &am Mines",
by Daryl Sharp. It was shot through with forced bumor, but still Very
good, though tco short,

THE BERKLEY BEM #4, M. A. Soutlniorth, 1125 Tarkmoor, Berkley, Michigan.
10¢. o pubbing schedule listed. .
Horrible...truly horrible....

FAI'SCIFUL #1, Bobby Stewart, Route 4, Xirbyville, Texas. 10¢. o pub-
lishing schedule listed that I could find.

: A new one, dif¥# hecto'd, and not too well. If the editors ever
oraduate to a clearer repro process their mag should be pretty good, but
neeto is two strikes against anyone from the start. #The Harmonica
That Seldom Ever",a column by Jim Harmon, was the begt in the issue.

IYPHEN #5, Walt Willis, 170 Upper Newtownards Rd., Belfast, N. Irzelend.
Two issues Tor 25¢ or one US promag or sf pocketbock. Irregualr.
The fabulous Willis fabulates again. Material by Tucker, Bert
Campbell, Bob Shaw, ete., and a letter gection. This IYPHEN zine is
" unashamedly dsvcted to fans and fandom. Not for this mag are the "burn-
ing issues" of science fietion. By Ghu, this is RECOMMEUDED! One of
tl.e very best fanzines being published today. It is the one zine that
no young fan should be without.



SRYTIOOK #19, Redd Boggs, 2215 Benjamin St., N.E., Minneapolis 18, Minne- -
_.t2., 1b¢. Quarterly. Published for FAPA,.

overwhelming. This zine it perhaps the most literate and "serious”
T nave ever seen, There is solid meat in these pages, and it takes sollid
thought to keep up., I am awed at the technical perfection of the stencil
=nd miwco work. Beautiful, Editorals by Boggs, a long article by Sam
toskowitz, a long colurm by Uilliam Atheling Jr., a splendid letter sect-
jons all these make it one of the very best fanzines I have ever seen.
Tyverytime I ook at it T am amazed. RECOMMENDED!!

TCLIPSE #6, Ray Thompson, 410 S. 4th Street, Norfolk, Nebraska. 10¢, 8/50¢
Published Y...every so often...."

Ray uses a flat bed ditto., I used a flat bed dittc for PSYCHOTICs
1 and 2, It is sheer murder., Reproduction is not good, the masters get
spotty and creased.... It is sheer murder. But even after making all

allowances, ECLIPSE is just another fan mag.

STAR ROCKETS #7, Raleigh E. Multog, 7 Greenwood Rd., Pikesville 8, Md.

20¢, Irregular. ,
Because of the number of pages in this issue, I suppose 20¢ 1isn't

tco mueh, After all, forty pages is forty pages. But.... Well, I

rean, "so what?" I would prefer two pages of interesting and well done

editorials to forty pages of crud. I recognize.that quantity is (o)

be admired and all that, but still....

VULCAN #3, Terry Carr, 134 Cambridge Street., San Francisco 12, Balif .
15¢. Quarterly?

The front cover by Denness Morton was a very nice thing indeed.
I like very much, The general layout of the zine is very good. And the
letter column vwas good. And...that's all.

ANDROMEDA #2,Pets Campbell, 60 Calgarth Rd., Windermere, West., England.
6ne copy for a 35¢ promag, 5 issues for a dollar, Quarterly.
Big: 52 pages. Memerable because of a loooong section by Dave
Rike. Fiction and articles on the average better than average same i n
U.S. Tt's good, but I'1ll have to see some more before I decide how good.

OODGE PODGE #3, Marie-Louise/Nancy Share, P.0. Box 31, Danville, Penna.
10¢., Monthly. :

Very good articles by T,E. Watkins, who discussed some of the prize
fluffs on TV (not girls--goofs}!), and Al Toth, who examines wi th great
glee the commercials of the soap companies.

A looong letter section that is well handled. RECOMMENDED.

FANTASTIC STORY MAG #2, Ron Ellik, 232 Santa Ana, Long Leach 3, Calif.
10¢. Bi-monthly. - ' e =

A DEA cover., The mag is devoted vo fan fiction re-prints, To my
way of thinking a lousy idea. But...it's Ellik's money and such., Who can
say him nay?

STARLANES , Orma MeCormick, 1558 W. Hazlehurst St., Ferndale 20, Michigan.
llext issue to be printed, 40¢ a copy and $1.50 a yr.
Some good poems, some bad, nothing exceptional.

Ye Ghodsi! here have all the good fanzines gone to? O0OPSLA, OPUS, QUAN-

DRY, SFB very rare, VEGA bi-monthly.... With one or two exceptions the
new €rop possitivéi&stinkz 4 : P 3 %

|
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BREVIZINE Adventure, V3nl, W.A.Freiberg, 5369 liest 89th St., Oak Lawn,
Illinois. 10¢, 3/25¢. Bi-monthly. '
Very good paper.

FIZHDETTA #6--the aﬁnish, Charles Wells, 405.8. 62nd ST., Savaﬁnah, .

Geogia. 15¢, 3/40¢., Published irregularly,

*  'The color mimeography is impressive...the materisl, with omne
exception, is not. That exception, "The Little Boy Who Bit People®,
by David English, was excellent in spite of a weax ending.

1Al #s 1 and 2, Peter J. Vorzimer, 1311 N, Laurel Ave., W. Hollywood 46,
california. 15¢., Monthly schedule is claimed, but I doubt it.

 An exceptionally fine photographic cover on this combination
volume. I found it exuberantly wacky, The stories, which comprise,
virtually all the contents, Jere %atires that depend too nuch on exager-
ation to acheive their effects. !
TYRANN #8, Bert Hirschhorn, 853 Ri#erside Drive, New York 32, N.Y.

dne sheet of sad tidings: TYRANN is no more. Lamentations.

RENFEW #4, John Hitchcoek, 15 Arbutus Ave,, Baltimore 28, Maryland. 3¢ .
Published irregudarly. .
A smug type thing that grew a bit. I enjoyed the typos in this
zine almost as much as anything else, Amssing fanzine reviews. -

THE NATIONAL FANTASY FAli, edited by John Magnus, Federal 203-B, Oberlin, -
hio. It is the 00 of The National Fantasy Fan Federation.

Editor Magnus wants suggestions on how to improve the 00 SihphE,.
John, provide for greater membership participation in the mag: starta ;
long letter column, cut down on the dry as dust reports, and use sonme

generalzine material, Since the TNFF 1is about the only thing the aver-

age member ever sees as the result of his dollar membership, you shouid
make that result as attractive as possible. _

DESTINY #9, Malcolm Willits, 2018 17th, Forest Grove, Oregon,, or Earl

Kemp, 3508 N. Sheffield Ave., Chicago 13, Illinois. 25¢, 4/$1.00, Pub-
lished quarterly. -

The symbolie cover by Robert Johnscn ivas good, but the interior
art, with the exceptions of Naawan and Rog, was pretty bad. Layout is
targely uninspired. The business of forcin: thé reader to "jump" foom
page 7 to page 14 to page 20 is completely ridiculous, And almost every
item in the issue is thus jumped and continued, A very good story by
Mari Wolf ‘graces the pages this issue entitled "Prejudice. "Eliminate
The Double Standard", by Bdward Vood, discusses the situation between
the pro and amateur publishing worlds. DESTINY is RECOMMBNDED.

GEM TONES #16, G. M, Carr, 8325 -31lst. NW, Seattle 7, Washington. A SAPS
zine aval¥lable by trade only. Quarterly.

GEM TONES, too, also, in addition, is hitting the road of noe
return. It will be succeeded by a regular sized zine as yet unnamed,
The "Boo-~Jest" review colurm of fanzines will either find a new home or
will cease to exist.

SWARM #1, Frances Gann, 462 South 5th East}y Salt Lake City, Utah .

15¢, 6/31.00. Irregylar, ' . o
Double spaced typing all through the 22 pages. Twc girl-type

edisors.. CAAAAaaaaaad....... 0Oh, OOPSLA, where i s thy sting?

N




ATTTEG D6 DEA. & UEE S TSES 2L ARTIOTS i
Lelt 2ttervery, llal iaderson, Lioya baser, Jete Collier, Glea ii. Bernhaxdt, el
biilar, Lorley Burtesa, lLiay Davos, J.L. Villiams, Scott Taber, Dics tmolinski,
Heuri arnoic, bill Riley, Icv lagslund, Jace Bonestell, “ult Lluson, = Les “olin, ~
Carl afdohler, . Allan K. Jenson, Jay ilorg, Lew Card.
Zach of tlhese E Aiso, eid at a0 _ §
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TVPO: thers is a very little known race of editorial
gremlin whose natural habitat and action is of iwmed-
iate interest, hence the diseussion at the begimning

of this issuels colum. The annoying fly in the hecto-
gunk 1s an editorial bugaboo name of Typographicus
Printrong. It crawls into bottles of correctlon fluid
and sticks it up so that the fluid is all dry when you
want to use some, forcing the distressed editor to

leeve the error as is or type over it. Or 1 t tracks
across the page as it is running thrcough the typer and
blurs the page, making said editor punch the wrong uvype-
writer keys. There are even species which engage in the
practice of turning themselves into flattened word~forms
and lying across the pages of copy 8 o that the editor
types the wrong word. There are numerols insiances of
these disturbing fellows harrasing honeszt fanzine 2dit-
ors, such as Monseigneur Geis. VUe mast concluda, thore-
fore, that the reason thig golumn was erronecugly titlod
"Thoughte From Outer Space" ag it was several lessues 2go,
instead of M"Thoughts From Deep Space! as it was intendad,
wag because of & Typo. It would be ahsurd to accuse our
mitual friend Mr, Ceis., Damn thosa Typos!

COWDITION OF TIM PFOTTOM: Report from New York. Well, lads
and most lovely lasses, the bottom has dropped from fneath
the field of the golentific fiejional. Kverything is
rushing outward in a vieious race with itself to see who
can escape the holeccaust first. In the tesming metropolis
of NYC dozens of stf writers (and most of youn favorites,
too) are sitting on thelr ¢ollegtive rumps pounding out
ream after ream of magnificent copy---and letting it
slip %o the floor. Thers ig po market! All the publish-
ing housee are duwping their wares, While houses like
Quinn with its IF are going monthly, for god only knows
what reason, houses like gtandard are dropping mags like
PHRILLING WONDER STQRTIES and STARTLING to quarterly and
indefinite schedules, and publications like SPACE are



definitely down the shower drain. It's heartwarming and pathetic to
o bastard like me who last issue begged the leeches to get off the
throat of science fiction. It's heartvarming in that the scum are
being weeded out and sloughed off rapidly as they find there is no
warket for their imitative crap. A postal card comes in from my very
good friend Larry Shaw of IF which says:

Here's what'Mr Science Fiction! says about

MALICE IN UONDERLAND
by Evan Hunter
in the January IF

n, . .fulsome praise for Malice
in Vonderland...Neo-brilliant
is the nomenclazture for it.
Possibly the best SF story I
read all year,"

--Forrest Ackerman

Which isn't saying a helluva
lot, since Sol Lombino'!s title-~
stolen "Malice In Wonderland!
was as trite a piece of writing
as ever managed to be rejected
from Gold's desk. (And you mean
to say you didn't know that Ev-
an Humnter was S. A. Lombino?)

Put there is more to this
situation than meets the eye.
It is a perfect example of the
situation in The Big City right
nov. There is an ever increas-
ingly tighter market for the
neweomer. Sure, there are hun-
greds of cases of first-timers
selling their stories to the
big stf zines. But look at the
outnumberingly staggering pro-
portion of writers who are being
accepted from the agents like
Meredith and Altshuler, and
the wee trickle that is the
manuserinture of the amateur
or non-agent handled writer.

Men like Fred Pohl giving up years as an agent to start free-lancing
with Cyril Cornbluth in Pohl's mansion out on Redbank. See Doc Lowndes
phioning up twWo (count 'em, gentle reader...2) New York authors and tell-
ing them to whip out a leed story around a cover vhich will arrive in
the morningls mail. Or of men with tremendous talent wearily turning

to two-bit westerns and detectives to keep them in striped ties and

corn meal batter.

Yes, the New York situation is an odd one, and if the intelligent
reader watches very carefully the next few months, he is going to see
sone outrageous and some completely fantastic goings-on. (Like for in-
stance that AMAZING STORIES is going back to pulp size soon. )

"Are you on the bill, or are you
that "free added attraction"?
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craft? What ever happened to the Gnome Press Fantasy Calendars? How
long has it been since we were promised another "Dr. Verner" story by
boucher in TANTASY ANT; SCIENCE FICTION? What decided Hirschorn to fold
TYRANN? Vho is "John Bloodstone"? TIs Ken Heuer actually a scientist?
WTho got hicld of, and is waiting to publish, the story "c/o Mr. lMakepeace
by Peter Phillips which was scheduled for the fourth issue of VORLDS
DOYOND before it folded? ((February issue of FANTASY AND SCIENCE FIC-
Ti0N--2d)) Uhat happened to Marian Cox and to Barclay Johnson and to
Lee Hoffman and to Rich Elsberry and to Su Rosen and several dozen oth-
ers? How soon will it be before Cartier comes back to stf? Uiy dontit
the blobby Lowndes mags change their nethod of reproduction? Is Hein-
lein waell again? VWhich way to the men's room?

POSE A FAUBLEM: I've wondered of late why there isn't a magazine in the
amateur field akin to PUNCH or THE NEW YORKER. Oh, several offset pub-
lications attempt to be the off-trail representatives of the fans, but
they fall, on the whole, miserably. The closest I
can conjure that would come near to what an "Ama-
teur New Yorker" would have to be, was attacked by
the esteemed Lee Hoffman's QUANDRY, which was as far
from the real item as your Elk's tooth is from ths
Rock of Gibralter. But is tiiere anything that czi
te done to remedy the situation? Is there a fan
magazine that would publish material of such a high-
ly esoteric (not necessarily ponderous or stuffy,
mind you) nature that it would embody all the finer
aspects of FANTASY COMMENTATOR, SF ADVERTISER, SKY-
HOOK and one or two others who every now and then

"Jhen 1 want a manage to present material such as the tremendcus
smoke, I want a "Taking Seience Fiction Seriously" by Reginald
smokelt Bretnor in the Winter 1954 SF ADVERTISER. At the same

time, the magazine would have to come up wi th

fiction much like Villiam Faulkner's "A Rose Fcr

Ewily" or David English's "The Little Boy Who Bit
People" which appeared, much out of character, in Charles Vells! most
recont FISNDETTA. It would be forced to delwve into the bizzerre, the
eminently outre, and th: completely off-trail.

I have been so hepped up about presenting material of this
sort that in wy own publication, SCIENCE FANTASY BULLETIN (soon to change
title to DIMENSIONS) T am soon instuting a series of short stories that
Itve labelled TABOO-BRREAKERS. This is the first really concrste step, T
believe, In the new direction needed in amateur writing, The field of
fan writing is slowly but surely becoming sterile, and if it falters and
succurhs, with it will go one of the high talents of the amateur.

I for one enjoy goond fan fietion, thinking there isc much to be
said which cannot be said in the prozines, and often which the prozines
are incapable of saying correctly, for tleir viewnointsg are distorted and
varigated by commercial leanings.

That they are, 1is not condemnation, but merely observation.

Uliere, oh, where is that PARTISAN REVIEW of the fan ranks? I
have seen no SATURDAY REVIEW in amateur writing, and believe me I would
give wy mimeo crank handle to see one, too.
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a post-atomic vignette

A grotesquely nisformed silhouette of the city rose
ha rd and stark ageiust the sunset, its broken towers whistling
the lonely wind ou its way. The wind hurried to nowhere, for
there was no place for it to go on this atom- scarred world.
aventually it would be gone, &s were so very many things:
abruptly, leaving oily an echoing memory behind.

Somewhers, out by where the bridge used to be, & wolf
novled, an agouizing note that drifted to the cold, uncaring
sturs sbove, lazily.

4 mangy cat scurried down the streest, closely followed
by a dark form that might have been a dog at one time, but was
‘now but a being of fleash and muscle and bone and hunger.

Across the bay the lights of Oakland were out, as they
had been for many years now. Sacramento lay to the north, and
it was the same: broken windows, felling structures, overgrown
streets. '

lan had left Earth forever.

Somowhere, Somegone gazed at the empty world and dedided
that ian would have to be repdaced, just as the giant memmals
and the giant reptiles before them. Somewhers, Someone surveyed
the world and chose.

It was the next night when it happened, though it 4id
not necessarily have to be the next night. The time was unim-
portant, really.

Somebhing went wrong in a warehouse on Bayshore Highway,
just outside of San Francisco. Something--it doesn't matter
what--exploded. Pieces of metal flew in all directions, and
the Lew animals that were left in the area cowered or ran or
were hurt or possibly eveun killed. The warehouse, after the
ulast, ceught fire and burned with a cold flame that danced in
the wind. s

After a short time the animals crept up to the warehouse,



one by one, seeking its warmth. They crouched nesr it nervously,
senses alert for attack frow any others. The reflected
lizht from the flames glowed in their eyes.

One animal’s
ey2s held = urdelinable light
that was not from the fire. It
doesn't matter wihicli one.
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From past experience I might call NFFF the Nationzl Fan Flip Federsti on, be—
cause more fans periodically AND intermittently rlip their 1ids about it than anything
else save dianetics, J.¥.C. vs Gold, nudes, a.d "popularized" stf. I feel rather quali-
fied to write this article for WFFFer Geis, vecuause I o was WFFF Treasurer and am RFFF
President. Thus I stand already condemoed. I must be (1) publicity mad, or (2) pro
HFFF and therefoce just mad.

®ell, I'm a bit too old for the "loos at me" set; I prefer money to publicity. In
NFFF I never had to worry about temptation, tho; there wasn't enough money to tempt ev-
en if I were dishonest. This I learned whea I became Treasurer. As Treasurer the first
thing I received was about $70 worth of oillsxand complaints that the last Treasurer
nado't answered them for months. 4nd no money! Oh, happy day....

Well, fiually I received £51.50 rrom kr. Fry, the previous Treasurer, plus a very
...well, "confused" latter vaguely explaining why he haf been "missing" for a seascn
or so. (Later on I learned he was & Librarian in & university medical library; with
syntax like tzat??) He was consistent with past Treasurers in not reporting on JFFF fi-
nances; and looxing over his "records"...sh,"files", I guessed perhaps he had no more
idea of what ne had done than I did. Something he vaguely uwentioned in his letter mace
we wonder if ha hadn't masappropriated funds; certainly I couldn't prove it rrom his
nrecords". ILster I learned it was actually that he had louned NFFF money at nc cost
and much inconvenience to himself. 4 noble, albeit strangely lex gentleman.

Then, from G.L. Carr I learned about two sad messes: essentially tdesertions" of
8 sort. The first stemmed from a WFFF service cal.ed the Fanzine Title Clearaice Bur-
eau, whereby any fan could learn if the title he was considering for nis fanzine nhaa
been used before. Levine, the fellowxwho had the post, just Gisuppeered rfrom sigat
plus a file of all fanzine titles. GLven mow we never dared to completely recreate tne
files (if really quite possible) tho e shalli have to do so.

The next wess was even worse. liiss Betty Sullivan, then of Cincinatti, "AS the
Librerian of the NFFF "regtal? library for NFFF members. For some odd reason, wnotier
Librarizn was appointed....BUT he never received the livraryl Suliivan elleged vaguely
tit AFFF owed her money and then left towa. I understand that she is now in Clevelazd.
T'1]1 have to see what legal action can be texen. Even if it costs more than the library
is worth, it should be an ohject lesson. One of my rrieads has 2 lawyer for a father;

I understand he enjoys & fine reputation for contrect cuses including Builment, speci-
ficaliy deposit wad/or uaadate.

Tie next thiung I cacountered was the much touted Carr-Higgs"leud". Jirs. Carr h&s
beenmprone to faultfinding, which is an uspopuler quility, especially witen administered
in an attitude of adult superiority vs juveanile defection. Hoviever, as a rule most of
ser sliegations were based on truth, though I should say she hits the mers< more intuit-
ively zuad generally than specifically ana explicitly. Though on some thiings I think
she is all wrong, I still have a great respect for her. More tact would probably suit
both of us bpetter.

Lr. Hipgs, it seems to me, never quibe understood vhat Mrs. Carr, I, Bill Venable,
a.d & suffering membership expected of the NFFF Official Zditor. It is hard to say
wnat he actually tiought, but it would seem he believed enthusiasm for WNFFF would comp-
ensate for & well-nigh eternally late aud hopelessly dated Officiul Organ. Since Higgs
is evidently a lickeable fellow, Lre. Carr's compleints, already tainted with mistrust,
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begat by btusir toae, sounded excessive. But this state of af
veautiful (7) cliuax, ;

Altho thouout 1952 and 1953 Higgs was late in delivering the Official Qrgan, The
National Fantasy Fan, the real crux of things started at the Chicon. The stencils for
two really excellient beunefits, Fanspea< sand is tounulns Story Key (the worik of the'femed
Fadd Boggs) had been donated so WFFF could produce them for the membership. Higgs had
copiss of tuese prepared in advance and a% the Chicon recruiting tavle; they helped con-
sidersbly te seil memberships. Now, some officers thought Higgs had cfferad to give
tiese benefits: costs out of his poccet; otners, merely as usual: costs out of tie WFFF
Treasury. ¥hat his reaction was to either stetoment, it was certainly illogically un-
cemppunicative. :

The cliwax was that he had run off the benerits (allsgedly by his own statements:
at various times and various numbers) but had destroyed them despziring of ever being
paid. During the months I was Treesurer, ne never aszed for payment for tiwe benerits;
natural.y ne got just as little by destroying venefits as by not asuing. At about this

iwe he put out the Officizl Organ, whick for rewsons of eceomomy, Wes Lo Le on & siret-
chsd Ladule, i.e., one issue sxipped anc tae next a litt le earTy. Powe T e

fairs reacied a slow but

lo- strands of ualr....) and announvlng his reslguatlon...beuause ui uarr's "f;u
Io that issue there was also asmounced & contest with a set closing d
reached anybody, the contest deadlinexwas past!

This was too much. jioreover, since Higss had waay supporters
apd T feared his resignation might oot be accepted. Also, & charge LEVE &
ose of the directors and by possible impiication most WFFF officials. “he refore; a4 sta
ment culled from piles of letters wes presented before the membership in the form of &
raefersndum. Iv was greebed with mixed but not very negative reactions.

AY pressent the only problew we have with "per:onel" is not enough of them. We
need volunteers. Thancs to.Bill Venable mcst of the proceedure has been woried out in
detedil. - iy iatention is to cedify these into a permanent refereunce. Ve have good worg-
ers now, but need more such (and ir possible, better) workers. -

Ve are also faced with = monetary problzm. Vhile our services depend littie -upon
funds, our benefits depend upon both worxers and funds. Paper and ink, stencils and
postege always cost. Until recently NFFF officieis have been afraid to tackle the job
of havirg dues raised by constitutional amendment.

This revision does not mean that we will not have the burden of memberships at
the old retes, but esch membership at the new rate means the lessening of the burden.
Size reduces cost per individual. If NFFF had ri.ht now a thousand members at the new
rate of $1l.60, we could definitely offer four bensfits before mid-ysar.... (ir we had
no voliunteers, I'd try doing all the typing, dummying, stencil-cuitting, and mimzogra-
rhy myself} it's probably no more worx thais editor Geis does. Tho I hate tue idew of
doing that and being NFFF Preseident simultaneously.) -And eveu tho mony have resigned
thelr posts (Jinding ths new year promising less spare time), most ol cur servicss ere
going .

If we get enowgh voluntesrs for duties, and new members at the uew rates, NFFF
snould have the best year EIVER. The member will then receive his money back manyfold
in services and banefits not to be fouad elsewhere {or so iittle cor simply not to be
found elsewhere.,

NFF® is for the active fan, the enthusiastic reader, the collector, and the corrs—
sponding and/or social stf ehthusiast. At worst, UFFF is & good gamble. Berore, I
wouldn't say it was even that, @il even thesn mauy were satisfied. IT you are v11 ing
to put your money on the best thing in fandom, send §1.60 tc

JARIE LALB
ROUTE #1,
HEISKELL, TEANESEE.

Moxe the sum out to her. Banks and Post Offices are dirficult sometimes.




"~ Dean A. Grenmnell, 402 Maple Ave., Fond du Lac, 'lisconsin.

Wi JDear Dicle:
- The Galaxy Depreciation Issue:-—-—I can see why none of the

cditors bothered to cowi ent on this. It wasn't particularly pleasing

to tlem and not sufficiently irritating to bhe worth drawing & blaster

+° .sver. On yocur cover you shout (in effect) "Come and ses lorace Gold

. get drawn and quarteredl" and his friends (one of which definicely

’f}I'm) and foes ali%e go flocking into the middle pages to witness the

. ‘carnage only to find that someone is gently chiding him for noi in-

- gorporating a letter column into GALAXY.

vk Me, yself, personal, I'm damned glad that GALAXY doesn’t have

a2 latter columm. I consider them the dreariest messes of hawg-wash

(ranking only slightl y above the truss ads) of any of the departments.

The only reason so many fans applaud the letter-columns 1n STAITLING

or TWS, for instance, is that they can use them as a sort of publie

house of ill-fame wherein they can barter their critical opinions for

. egcboo. I'll admit that I generally read the things, but afterwords

“ 1 always find myself wondering why. But then some may find fascination

. in M. Z. Bradley's opinions on birth control and nunerous fan's

. yviews pro and con religion. To me, li<e I was saying, letter-columns

are as to fan-fiction to a Palint.

i Your cover on ;6 was nice but you miglt have given a scrap of

"~ egoboo- to Pete Samerjan who took the photo-in the first place or to

~ Joanne Arnold who posed for it. No? :

((You, sir, have the eye lik: o hawk and the memory like the
elephant. And here I've rec.ived lots of corpliments on gy
excellent drawings.... I iragine you  have a photographic memory
to go with the rest of your shutter-bug stuff. :

T suggest-that even letter-columms can be interesting
reading. It all depends on the persou conducting them. (5 30 g
(mixed that one up proper.)

Richard Bergeron, R.7.D. #1, idewport, Vermomt.

Bosay. Dicss: -
; The covers on /5 leave & vad taste in wy mouth. ot that you should go outl
" 2ad buy better tusting paper; us Tar us I'm coacerued Ifd rather see Psy with Matraight!
" covers rathsr tuan the type I've been sseing. k£nd I don't vesu lice the one on 5 eiti-
" ar. That one was pointless. ((irong, Rich, I thougit it red twe very good poiuts in
" its favor.-LEG)) I'd psrefer to see souething vitn a stfnal idea bebind it used otuer
ti:aa souething witn 'a fenoisi idea behind it. :
- In 15, LcCain said what ue wanted to say in 4is usuul riue style. But even
. to me, & person whose ..ipiiledge of stf cen be dwarfted by tie head of a pin, it sceus
sligutly incredible that because the vanishing of the letter coluuns science [liction
. Las, &5 Vernon poiuts out, taed & turu for the worss. _

£ Thile ACF sas never iuad & setter coluw. that vould "iit in aay otheor rugasine!
Cits "ienghty aud abstruse discussioas or nignly techimicel poilsts of contro-
ampuel. &t tiie nelnm orf ATTOUNSING', it uac puisteined its dead of the
ion field from so fax beci tnat soueone witi & bettsr veuery tian T ill

7 gate o oy £y You ch TR T ) et
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~disadventages a reletively letter columsless putilishing medium night have. I agres that
‘GALAXY probably gets a smaller percentage of coumenting letters that' the old type &

) L fdad What it hasattocunnget much Crom welelints Gescrintion. fPlucied pups
1y at  random Irom my booicase shelf, tne "Srass Tacsks" collumn in the Jume 153 issue
is fiii 4 with: a loa, letter of coument on & Campbell editoriul Y“Unsaane Behawvior®, i
teiing letters praising "iull ABCY Tor its higir provability coatewt. & probiem for " A

wechaniesl Urain bugs, wad wn ergument ia delence of the politician. This type of: <t e
lziter column, year after year, 1o & mugasiue toat Nas enjoyed the suceess thait AST has:
reveels to me at least that the JOU oI <esping tabs on the pulse of the readersnip T
rests aot witn the writer but with the editor. Hven il tnere nad bmen no letier e
colunns bradoury would have ugnown tnal pressure was bullding up ageinst his Lartian 5
stories. His editors would have toid him or tiLey would have stopped bu 3i . Yhaitbhies o O
ger hint is there than a drop in salss? It secws improbable that in this day when _5‘
ul least one fan writer has asged "Is tae sciedce riction writer =2 lost artist?h that k:
editors woulda't viorx in close harmony with their writers, nursing them over vhetever. A

mag, but it seems conmon sense to suppose that the letters Gold does get are worth mors
thian the ones attrzeted by tue SF pulﬂ of the pasb with its quota of juvenile glory 3
seaders : i

((hy do yeu assume that ASF is successful because it uses that pecul-
iar type of letter cclumn? Bscause of ithe popularity of the mag & Lot
¢f psople assume thet all of its cdepartments aad. policies are autonatic-
ally the best and to be imitated. .

But how is the editor to inou of a ressistance to a type of story
chless their are letters from every segmeut of his readership to tell
nim s50? Obviously by printing a dozen or so letters per issue an edit- 3
or can easily coavi.ce many meay readers {vie the egobco route) that &
their letters will be in ithe next issue. He received thousands. of
letters and is happily in touch with his readers. Ths-letter column-

less mag is in. danger od going egaianst the eurrent and not inewing it.j) i

Peter J. Vorzimer, 131. H. Laurel Ave., i.. Hollyiood 46, California. fl
Dics: xi
fgad sud Gadzoo.s! How T loosx lorward to receiving PSYUPOWIC You have the begt 7

damn zine zround thes: parts. How I em anxiously awaiting You get better every F
time. That cover reminded me of one or two or my fan ’rluudw. And that bacover, for- |
sooth! whet realibyl 2
Now...to that mention you que of HAPL, etc. note: we do not live lu Southroa 'y+
California. You're just ¢ wunch of damn yangzes Ltiving up tiere. You're right abo ut it

-

all the hustle a.d busile thut goes on cown lLere. - Just asi [Jowell: T've never besrd
more cuss words thaan when that boy tries that hecto of his. ABstruact, the m’oa21qe of &
fantasy, my aew rag, a cowpaniod mayg to STaRLIGHT, will be out within the next weex end
a half. 16 pazes photo-oifset, with pre stories for osly a dimel ; -

hat do you mean U...so little in tue way of geod fanzines sesm to emerge.”
You'll nave to eat your words ilien you see tue Llrsb mAPA meiling! Qne thing, iths

eutirely diifereat from all otuer 4PAs. | Even Ballut will grudgingly a=dmit that . i |
e - e |

Don't rorget.....february and LIFE craw nearer. L

J cal.ed °1per dovm in L& Jolla, yesterday. Never fearl PFASCILATION will be aF -

heret (Bgod! hat a lousy rhyme) FAS nou't be mailed out because it?ll be in the HA A
kailing, peibner will Ellix's FSM or Ba iint?s rag. ;

I will ve up in 'Frisco one of tneﬁe sunay days to rub elbows wita the pezsants
up tnere. Too bad Foriland's so dawu 1um BVAY « ' :

]

{(You mean that FANTASTIV STORY MAG and FARTASTA are no longer sub- .
zines? hat happsns to tie tra des‘. How about some clarification i

from you bcys’ - B
Linde lLAb be1ﬂn 15014;ua up uere Lrom }ou
& 3 £ 4l 0
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# Yo Panl ouelld, 6528 Geutry Ave, lorth Hol .ywood, Salircrniu. f
PeREE MY wet ey
Item-vy-iteri, PCYCHOTIC 47 was good. .AS UlHel. Let's zip frou cover -

to covar: JOYER ONE: different from thie pust PCY covers, and yulle refrsunicg, too.

Leatiier Coucn good (thanss inmensely for the plug). The Pudded Cell by Vernou L.

wcCain: Mr. McCain is one of tiie greatest vriters (both fan and pro) today, in my .
cpinion. His "memories® were nostalgic, though I em a cemparitively "new" fun com-
sared to the era in which he began fanning. Hovwiever, it brings bac:s "bittersweet mem—
ories.”

SECTION 8 wes interesting to me, as usual. THE YORLD OF OLAF STAPLEDOR by loah
¥, licLeod was a good review. If I hud rive dol ars to spare I'd go «nd buy TQ TUL
END OF TIKE. :

4 BIT OF HEZBEPHRENIA was good tuish, too.

THE O4SERVATION "ARD was ou&y, though I tire of feizine revieus in most all fau-
zines. ({Just weit til you are hungrily scauniog toe pages of rivel feuasiges for
lea_er nentions of DIFFUSE.)) AFTER HOURS VISIT was surprisingly good as a column.
Bougquets to Bill Reynolds aud best of luck for repeats.

SECOMND SESSION was wood, too. Ah, the life of a fanziine sditor. Bacover yood,
thougs typicaliy Geis. ((Heh? You waana fight? Of all the....))

Now news of DIFFUSE. It'!s slow goiag witii & hecto. There have been some abridge-
ments to my original mailed announcement. The info is as rfollows: HZCTOED...FULL SIZ3
.+ +FOUR COLOR !OR<...and PUBLISIED IREEGULARLY. It ruas 22 puges [irst issue. Got
some good stufr (I believe) tuerein, eud I thank you aow for your submission. Changed
the title to match the “idea! of tie thing...PASSING THOUGHTS. Like? {(Yeah...except
for the possible scatological implicatious.-HEG))  Sub rates are: 1/lo¢, 3/25:, 6/50;,
arnd 10/80¢ .

I am rather disgusted with my hecto, but otinsrwise things aren't so bad. T'11
send you & copy of D as soon as I get it done. & pages are so far printed, leaving 14
to do, apnd if you're fawiliazr with hecto's, tuat!ll be a while yet. Ch what I wouldn't
zive for a ditto. (Sight)

({(As & matter of fact, I once toyed wi th the idea of doing PSY
with & hecto. After & sorrowuful experience with one a bit later,
tho, I put thet particular toy away in the closst. I never want to
see it again.
I wonder what you'll think of McCain after you read his lett- s
er which fel ows imwediately after PSYCHOTIC procrastimation.))

Vernon L. McCain, c/o ‘estern Union, Kellog, Idaho. . \ ¢

Dear Richard,

Xinda late ansmering your latter. Sorry. Been sorta slow getting rou nd to my
correspondence lately. '

Much as I'm Tlattered by Nowsll rating my article first for the issue, I find his
letter triggers a much mors viclent reaction than the others. The one guote that par-
ticularly irritates me is "If Gold started the policy of no letter columns, and every-
body fol_owed suit, it must have been good. As they say timitation is the highest form
of flattery!™. Oh, my God! This is on the same level as 1pifty Miillion Freachmen
Can't Be ¥Wrong." Let's lock at it another way. 4after "orld “ar I Russolini strong-
armed his way into power in Italy and became a dictator reviving & form cf ruthless
tyranny and oppression that had almost vanished from tae world sometime earlier. Stal-
in shortly did tne same and they were fol owed by Hitler, Franco, Peron, and a host of
lesser mea of the same breed in smaller countries. "Imitetion is the highest form of
flattery® says Howell (actual.y, & misquote...the original saying is.'the sincersst
form! whicih it probably is. I'd hardly class it &s the highest form). Therefore, since .
Lussolini was imitated by wany other wen, successfully, whet he did must have bsen gooa.
And v y the same toxen men plousined their fields for over two thousand years using
precisely tie same implements. It was only during the lasbt ceatury that someone refus~
ed to imitate this and developed mucii mors advance. methods. But far more rloughed
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their land in the primitive way theo nave used the modera method, so it must be nest.
411 T can say is nuts.

A3 for praising dei HRey and iganoriug IF, I would disagree with you that del Rey
was pro-fan. The fact that he plugged the Philcon eeaselessly nardly maxes him pro-
fan in my book. 4 number of other editors, who also ignore organised fandor as a whole,
didé that. However despite tiie endless amount of mud smeared cn him for no particular
reascn I've been able to see, I consiaer del Rey to have been one helluva editor. It's
yulte - true he printed some of his own stories under pensames....but after all, del
Rey is the product of A4SFs solden period, a bare step below the all-time greats such
as Heinlein, Sturgeon aid ven Vogt in prestige. Campbell was only oo happy to print
such stories in the heyday of ASF, and I hardly thinik they dragged down the level of
del Rey's magazines. In fact, in the present competitive condition of the mariket, cel
Rey's mags had a definite head start on their competitors by having an exclusivz pipe-
line to the works of one of the two or three most prolific of the top twenty or twenty-
five taleate ever developed in the stf field. t(hat your views on the ethics ={ tne mt-
ter are hardly has any bearing on the ymality of the magazines. It'c alsc true thav
he indulged in some very unprofessional conduct in his relationd with writers aond &gen-
ts, not fandom. I believe that is their affair and not ours. After zll, Campbell end
Street & Smith are probably less popular with writers and agents than any other editor
or publishing company, but I've never «nown this to be used as an argument that the
magazine is no good. If Campbell can continue to puvlish a toprank megazine by in-
dulging in some practices that may be less than adwirable (although it eppears it is
usual y more Street & Smith's policy rather than Campbell personally) thet is wnc con-
cern of the fan's, any more than it is any of the fen's business what the editor eats
for breaxfast or who he is sleeping with. When sucu policies tend to have an adverse
effect on the majazine, as manyvof us thing it did on ASF when it got its first real
competition and all its top writers except Asimov completely deserted the magaziue,
then and only then does it become a subject for examination by the Fan. The same is
true of del Rey. As far as I can remember, del Rey never, in any of his three major
magazines, printed a reelly shoddy story &s happens occasionalli in wmost mags and const-
antly in such mags as the Palmer publications, IkaGIHATIOW, and SF PLUS. He had meny
good ones amd a few outstanding ones. ''lth competition so rough that wus quite an
acheivement. And he produced, ror my money, the top maguzine aveilzble today, FANTALSY
FICTION. (43 it happens, yuite a few old-time fans have made precisely the same state-
ment..) Vhat the future of this magazine will be, under Fletchier Pratt, rerains to be
seen but its first four issues were a truly uncaany reproduction of the greatest fan-
tasy magazine of all UNKNOWW. Certainly, tihe del Rey pubs had their faults. They
appear with extremely amnoying irregularity and their subscription departmsnt can be
described as little short of fraudulent (more then omce I've received Ly sub copy af-
ter I'd already purchased the succeeding  issues on the newsstands). But this does
not affect tueir coutent in any way nor excuse the reckiess znd unbased charges fan-
dom nas made against them. This is very similer to the campaign of scurrility Gold heas
been submitted to in tie fan press from the start (although it sesms to have been
letting up of late) for indulging in plain everyday salesmanship...of a type palid in-
deed compared to thet Rey Palmer has zlways practiced.

As for my ignoring IF, well certainly kir. Nowel. has the right to regard it as
outstanding if he wishes. I have an equal right to my opinions; thet it 1is shout &s
mediocre as it can get. In an article such as I wrote, one can it only ths high spots.
A detaile@ exzmination of the policies of every stfmag in history is not possible. One
mentions the leaders and the pioneers and also the horrible examples. One ignores the
vast majority of magazines which only foliow in the otiers! footsteps. IF is alout &as
typical of this category @s any I can think of. It has never been really good nor
really bed. Jt's published a few putrid stories (it had a Shaver-tale and one by
Pelmer ia the first issue) and it has also publisihed a few (2 very few) {ine ones. But
for the most pert it has been typical of that anonymity which hes been creeping over
stfmags which I wuus attecking in that erticle. IF might be said to have been & Lore-
runner of the trend since it hove on the horizon about six months belore the no letter
column trend gained momentum, and it has usually had a minicture letter column which
is slightly, though not much, vetter than none at all. As to the Fedrmon end Guld nn
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fiitoriglﬁ..nagain cpinioas may differ. Howell way have his -nd T way
Laese aditorials, sspeciclly thosa oy guina, were precisely het T wis
in tue ceparboaulLLatlon that has conme over stf.

Re #nzpheids's cowplaint thet I overloosed the possibilit; that rendom rould
wither if the letter columns vanish -- I didio't. I siwply didn't regard it as hav-
ing any particular importuice in ‘the article I was writing. Actually I think it doubt-
7ull that fendom would die completely althougi we would become smaller...but I think
+hat would probably be a boon. However, even if fandom dies completely it is no affair
of tue pro-editors. They owe fandom nothing...it is not part of their job to nourish
and malntd‘& fandom. However, they do owe stf something and it was wy countention
tiat the present trend could ulnlmately result in just &s serious eun eclipse for sci-
eace fiction as might result to fandom.

((There is the point, Vernon, that the pro-editors have & definite
vested interest in fandom because of the many  many writers and even
editors that have risen from the rancs. I think in one sense {an-
dom is what wakes science fiction "different."))

Robert Bloch, Box 362, ¥eyzuwega, Yisconsin.

Dear Dick:

PSYCHOTICkled me no end, particularly the reminiscent/review portions: it is
interesting to us members of Senile Fandom to sez others discovering Stapledon and co-
vorting amidst the pages of old issues of WT. Before long fandom will come full cy-
cle and people will again be reading Cabell and Dunsany and AFTER THE AFTERNOON and
THE SWORD IN THE STONE &nd DR. ARNOLDI. Comes the revolution and S. Fowler ¥right =»ill
rise szain: people may start col.ecting the early work of Garret P. Serviss and Victor
Roussezu and Arthur J. Buris and Ray Cummings and Edmond Hawilton. Stranger things
have happened. I xnow of no other field of literature where people under forty caa be
classified as "old-tinmers"...a fascinating feeling, but with gruesome undertones.
Shucks, by present day stendards, Ellison is a veteron fan. Time is getting to be
more relative every day, as one of my pupils name of Al Einstein used to remsrz. G5o
cheer up: your bacik is ues should all be collsctor's items by 19551

({There are times when I fecl ancient, myself. I first started read-
ing stf at 10. That was 16 yrs ago. Did you say Cummings? I remem-
ber reading his stories in my 12-15 yeers. (Oh, wasted youth.) Even
then in my uncritical period he didn't impress me too much. GF
course that was ths tail end of his career in sti. Couldn't he &é-
just his writing to the new "more character" writing requirements,

or did he just get anotier job?))

Terry Cerr, 13 4 Cembridge St., San Fraasieco 12, Calif.

Dear Dick
0.CE AwD FOR ALL: ;_Am NOT PETER GRAHARN! Boob started that nyth, and Vic
elped it aloug a bit, until it just got rolling and many people to this day think in
a vacue way that I'm eitner him or he'!s me or both of us are penaames for Degler or
something. T doubt tihat ke'il be publishing a dama thing, zside from FAPA-CAPStuff.
He too< over sectee from Knapheide in 1952, grumbliag about how Xnapheide always got
it out late. Since then he's put out one half of an issue of it. He has the latest
issue all assembled and all, ready to go {in fact, he hes had for about six months
now), but hasn't mailed it out. I duwno...I'm getting pretty disgusted with Graham-
the~publisher.
Couments on latest Psi: Riuwe's cover looks gocd, but I think you could have done
‘a neater job on the twist “and turn type of shading. McCain's column was quite good
again. ™Mporld of Olaf Stapledoa" is rather interestlng, tnouzh no world-shaser.
Bill Reynolds: he's good; with a little practice ke qhould be one of your best
features. The turee detoons to go with the column were priceless, particularly the
first: "Bring something round: we'll have & belll" Incidentally, I thing I've doae you




or.z better in regard bto tite 1954 conreports situation. You £oh, Pate Gueis s
Fiu his. TI've zsded Bill Reynouds to do me one. I thins I'we gob i batisy
Uell s
L "Biy Shot" isa't much as fan fiction, though it isn't too bad. Bradlsy's iilc
iz oday, too, but tne story gave him nc chance to Go & good one.~sdotiiing tn 310s%
ctualLy

. fou've got an unread bacslog of 32? Gad, man, you Haven't lived! I wesn recll
my bactlog must be about a hundred or so now, aud about tuat muny fausines (rost oo
tiienn old FAPAziunes that I got from surplus otOCu sales in FAPA aud lLiaven't asd the guts
to wade tiiru as yet). Oh my, mine is the life.... .

llell, off I go ia & eloud of rust....

((As I recall, I too asued Bil- to do a Con Report for me. Ol
I asx<ed hir quite a while ago. Soun efter the PHILCON 2 rercot by
Harris. How about it, Bi.l, which is £o get the report?

You are very perceptive, Terry, Jim Bradley complaiuzd nc scd
about liow hard that story was to illustrate. ))

Don Vegars, 2444 Valley St., Berikeley, California.

= Dick,
PSY was a little late, eh? llaybe a day ot two? One day? I KNOW it wasn't oo
time...or was it? The cover by Riiie was excellenit; somebody will go as far cs %o sey
. he's the Mickey Spillane of Fannish Art.
#7 didn't look right to me. It didn't have the foomph' thet wis pregsnt i
oeth 4 and 5. 1 guess when a fanzine gets along in issues and the ed ctarts thinging
about the ANNISH, he gets a2 little bit tired. WNothing objectionzble +t2 7, Lut ther the

only tinings I liked were SECTION 8 and MeCain's column. kcCain really tears my haar
out. He's elmost as bad as Edgar Guest. But I like it, I like it....
The marathon by Boggs was interesting to the p01nt of being ipo_ interesting.
I zept looking for the next item. You're right about a letter that doesn't have'con-
tent'. Maybe I should say something that would be of interest tec your rzazders. Sut I
can't, I'm not made that way. If I was, I'd be a booi reviewer.
Real sorry you're not going to «eep the fms reviews on such & large scale.
Then ycu wontt be able to mention FOG, except if you think it's sn ®exceptional
Besides, your reviews were interesting. Helf of those editors that didn't !
v reviews were probably getting fed up witn bad reviews whean you ccome along a:
the whole thing in their lap. Vhy & person can't take honest criticism is beyend 7
but T guess they've run across so many guys that haven't been hunast in their criiicism
.That they're ready to bust & gasiet when you showed up.
But like I say...keap the criticisms hosest and, if you must, geep them short...
but XEEP them.

.

((Go away with that tali of an suoish. I swear you readers thini
about it more thau I do. Just for the hell of it I migut run itas
PSY 12 issue to &« wmaximum of ten pages....

Curiously, I unaven't recieved one "luy off" plea frouw a fanzire
editor yet. This is January 22.

keport on PSY {58 seut to editors of stf in aumerica.
Nuthin'. HMesri ¥oll sent in a reply, but it was so fulsomely com~
plimentary tnuat I decided not to print it. J am clways interested
in compliments, of course, but I <now they make boring reading ror

. other fans.))

Robert Peatrowsicy, Box 634, Norfoll;, Nebrasza.

)

Dear Dick,

Incidentally, the next issue of MOTE, #9, will be its finul wppearaucs. }
After several months of contemplating, I've finally convisced myself thut this is my !
only way cut, much as it saddens me to have to fold MOTE. I'm not drooping out of fan-

3 Vi



doem or fac-publishing; just dropping WOTE in favor of another less formal zad mors
resuzatly published zine, the name of which has not been decided yet. Tfve thought
for & long time that I'd like to try my hand at a letterzine, so letters (I hope) will
naxe up the bulk of mit." I'm pleased to note that you wgree with my thoushts thet
tiiere is room in fandom for a letterzine. I'm going to try to partially Till that

TP

Being & ditto man myself, I was wondering about & few of the techmical dealelils
of PEYCHOTIC. Such es: what brand of masters do you usa, what xi ad of ditto do you
1 and do you type the masters with your typer ribboa in the "off" position? T've
tried typing masters with the typer rivbon both "on" and "off", but don't seem to get
the sharg imereesion that you do. I imaginecthat my ditto has something tc do with
it too. I've zot ons of those little suitcase-sized Master Portables. Lo cy.indsr,
e prassurs adjustment, etc. Oh yes, I've been using Columbia masters for tine last
two or tihree HOTES. They're the best I've tried so far.

((Glad, very glad to hear of the aew zine. A letterzine is & definite
need in fandom. Have no fear about the trades; I'll carry you for

awhile.
I use A.B. Dick shortrun masters. I type with the ribbon Wcif™.
The thin coating of carbon on the wmaster explains the sharp type. ;

The machine I use is a REX-0-Graph.))

Ray Thompson, 410 South 4th Street, Horrolik, Nesbraska.

i

Dear Dicx:

hcCein sspecialiy good this time. Brings baci happy memories of the pood
old days. In toose days I ha@ just beea introduced to science fiction. I read enly
P4 for a vear before I discovered thut other magaziues existed. Tt was only uatil
1950 thet I becawe interested in it enowh to write letters to the editors...none of
which wers sver priasted. It wasn't uantil 1952 that I got = letter pubied in PA, the
mag I cut ny teeth on. However, I phing I must agree with Vernon aneni his remarss
re Merwin's editorship of the Thrilling magazines.

Unfortunately, I ywot in on S5 and TWS just at tkhe end of MNerwin's stay. IT
memory serves correctly, I believe the first issue I bought was about four issues be-
forzs he left. C(onsequently, I have only the criteria for judgement . stnered simply
by poing through the back issues belonging to other fen (meaning Mertin Grastu). at E
any rate I disagree wita McCain's remer< that "....na mansged to boost cis ({lierwia's))
two uegaziues to heiguts never equalled before or siace." While the rirst part (7,,ve-
fore...") may be true, I em of the opinion that today's STARTLING and THRILLING YOaDik E
are 20 far whead of the lerwin types, as to be almost petnetic. Of course, the jurs-
ing ol tiue Eixby fanzine review columa oy Mines (& murrein on the house of him!) has
Lnockzd a goodly portion of £S's propd from under her.

GHOD! WINE PAGES OF LETTERS! How DO you de it, Geis??? ((Groau...it aic't casy
1711 tell you.-hiG))

Y GHOD, itfs cold in this town! The temperature hus been heanging around zzaro
«ll dzy,; aud it's supposed to fall veiow, to about -20 toaight. 'Seven cold ia the
Liouse--haven!t been able to naxe tne thermometer ciear 55 at all. This is & COOL
weatner heatlng system we've 0t. 4ask Peat...he sncws....

((liuch as I would lice to thinik that the arbitrary axeing of the

fanzine review coluwu by liines has xnocied props out from under SS,

I'm inclised to thiak it merely loosened them the slightest bit. -

Soon, perhaps, Mines will see the light end court our favor again by

bringing it back. He may start clutching at circulation straws pretty

soon.)) “
((P.S. We just got some snow here in Portland; a piddling

six or ssven incues. It didn't even stop the busses. Had to go o

wor< as usual. No customers, tho....)})
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A COLUMN BY BILL REYNOLDS if !

"The thing is— it grew ths [T =z oo

About every two or three months I buy my head and the hair on my 1N[5'
a el L t L s

a postcard; thinii regretfully for a
mouent Jhile my pen £ilis aud tnen sadly
sgin to write this piteous message:
Dear K ’
lell, I stiil can't maxe it $o your house Lo get ny wags. 1
some swell bed-sheet Astoundings tuat I inon you wiil enjoy. Almost as goed i LIULK
Ik

OF PT&TH and Jones' REAAISCANCE tuat are in those magsI lent you. Sure migs these yarns:
caen't vsit to reread them. But that will have to wait a couple more vieexs. That is. un-

iess you waclt to meil them; I'1l gladly pay tihe postage.

vould liie to hear from you wayway. How's your story progressing? Boob or Terry
are always glad to get good materizl, you might try them. Hear you met Knapheide iz
tne city, maybe you might attent u GGFS meeting. Hope to see you sooa.

Biil

"Ye (ods, lending old ASF's and UWOVLS!M meny fen will exclaim, "I'd ilue to
see him get them bacic.m

th, let we confess further. I'm sure, ulmost, thzt I azlso lent a batch i Voger's
FFF's Will I et them back? I remember that I lent some old FUTUREs to & person in- ‘
different to stf I found out later. He lost those with a PLANET ;#10. He assuced ma
thet he would buy some new zines to replace them. I assured him that we were still
friends and that he didn't need to go te all thet bother. And we are still friends
because they were extras in my collection.

But I couldn't learn. To a fellow col_ege student I lent over twenty ACFs bet-
ween the years 1946 and 1949. I got them bazck, alright, wfter some gentle reminders.
Fe should have been as gentle to my mags. He left a complete viography of himself in
ny L=gs. Bent pages to keep his place; he must have had amnesia. Juuging fro m tue
condition of two wags, he ate like a lion, always leaving a bit Cfor the vultures, «ua

smcsed lize a volcano...leaving a prim message of destruction in the stratwe of pages.
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Lbut those could be repiiced with some dilificuliy.
tod I stili didn't learn. Then L meb & _» <
young highischool student tuat zoted liie @ real fan.

“orsing on & novel ie said. Hoped to =dit a Izi-
oine ne said. s1l the sonderiul, not sc impos:ibls
ideas tuat every young Tap has. [lere .as somcous
who would appreciate real vintzge stuff. .ot &t
all li<e those other guys; he'd protect my mags
with his life.

And protect them he did. Every responsc o my
many cards has been & dead sllence. Someybe he did
sucrifice nis life. But that's not going to deter
Serves you right for not getting me. Ky cards will follow him into hell. And so

o mimeo! will I to pet my ziaes.
"Say, here's another youngster. Bet he'd lixke
to reasd the original SLAW. No, better start him on
come old CAPTAIN FUTURE." will I say that someday?
Some fen just anever leara.
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Let & student from the University of Texus. Al a friend's house in San Francisco
during tne Christmas holiday. Ve showed him the town. Turns oub, during & drive tc peb-
ble beach...a2 narine paradise...that e believes in tne existence cf the flying sauesrs.
yot becsuse he has been exposzd to the sensational stuff tiat hes been furned out in the
poczet~book field; because he hasn't, he's only interssted in drapa. Likce the
friend in whese house e vas staying. (How can people be so one-sided?) He claime that
he ‘saw a saucer twice while in liexico several yeers ago.

The first time that he saw a saucer was when he was in the hinterlands. The

ship was several thousand feet directly sbove his party. It remained pverfectly motion-
less for 'thirty to fority-five minutes'. It oleamed liue
metal end no sound could be heard. There were no bin-

oculars or cameras among the party. Then the thiug
soared 'straight up! until it disap eared.

The second time weas in kexico City. This
acucer wag inelined wt o suerp aingie, 'just neig-
ing tiere motionless' for some time. Then it mov-
ed forward over the city. .

Natural.y many guestions eunsued. He could
cot remember any photographs eppearing in the pep-
ers. He just accepted what had happened and let
it go et that.

Puul wittelbuscher is at seesler, Lississippi
now. He hopes to be out of tiie service soou.

gon £lli. Lus a story for Fiwtastic Story lag
by tue anti-faniictionist himseli, Larry baliot.
Saeys Ron: "I huve a new story of Larry's that he gave
we some montas ago before he started this anti-fan-
fiction crud. I will print it sowetime in tine fut-
.re us & one or two pzge filler. It is a little over
cne double-apaced page, aad is pure Bradburian Lentasy. Another oodbury Deb
Darn good, tho."

Since when is Bredbury's stuff pure? Ray
reminds me of Xuttner's gaudiest best, which isn't too good. Anything Larry does will
be an improvement over Bradbury...and fan fiction.
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WiicRE TH £ EDITOR CONTI WUES TO RAMBLE (witk malice aforethought) 0:it AiD Ol..ALD On.

Ohituph....I just ran hcCain's coluna off on the dotte. Halfway down the n ext to
the last page 1s a typo such as never should happen. I'm only glud I saw it in time to
correct it in these editorial pages. Vhew..... It says;"...the first lie of the art-
icle...” A pereeptive reader might recognize that I inadvertantly left out an "n" zhile
typing that, but a not so smert one might tace it at face value. It should read, "...
the first line of the article...". I'm sorry, Vernon, I reel.y am. On bended guce
bones I plead for forgiveness. I'see, I wes under the iniluence of & young ledy ati the
time ( she had the prettiest influence I've seeu in & long time) and was not responsible
for what me typing finger was doing.

I wonder if any of you wonder about what happens to your letters te me. Vhat do yeu
think happens to them? Do you vwonder if tiweyare burned, thrown zway liie an empty
bottle, or posaibly saved to gather dust in a forgot ten corner of an abandcned shkelf

in a little used cupboard in my xitchen? I will enlighten you: none have been burnu,
nooe throwa away, and most of them laaguish on the above mentioned shelf. BUT that is

to be cuanged in the future. It 1s my resolve to mu:ie these wissives do a double duty.
6f late I heve Deen busy with the paste and rasor sliicing up these letters; dividing

the ratings and compliments from the "content". The ratings cf sach piece in PSY will
g0 tb that contributor unless they are of generzl interest or show another characteristic
that I faacy. In which case they'll end up in SECTION 8; tho not meny will maike the
grade I suspect. But the main point is that the ratings you so obligingly contribute
wiil n.t be going to waste; you will, in effect, through me be spealcing directly to the
author. I tihink this a good idea; I know I should lice to see the reaction to my efforts
in other fanzines, and my contributors are, after ali, human too. &11 of you can bow
dewn to Riciard Bergeron for this idea; it was he who did the seme for me regarding my
piece "The New Psychosis" which ap eared in Racy Higgs' SAP3-zine. He very nicely

copied do.m the remarks ot tie other SAPS members re my effort. I can't take the time

to copy your remar<s about the items in PSY, but I can damn well cut them out and paste
them together. This should be a common praciice. Think of the egoboo e all is missiag.
Trouble is, I'm yoing to paste up the boos as well as the chesrs. This is & go anead
8igual for constructive criticism....

Oh yes, you probably noticed tha elite type ia this issue. I traded my portable to my
step-dad for the use of this Hemlogton steandurd. I lise it much better. Fewer typos,
if you cen believe it.

Noah . licLeod writes: "Did you iknow VORTEX has folided? I recently got a short-short
bac« with a notice tnat it has suspeaded publication." Ah, the grim reaper of ecoromic
reality coatinues to harvest a goodly crop.

I'1l whisper this: The department store that goofed with the week-late delivery or pa-
per a couple of moaths baci, did it asguin. Ouly this time it was in my favor. I ordered
five reams of the usual cheap paper I use, and they delivered five reams of top grade
stuff. It is used in this issue along :ith thie remnants of the older chieap stuff. HA!

Seventn Fandon, it would ap.ear, is aot yet. OOPSLA is back.  4nd 'illis is back
with QOPSLA. And the rats are discluiming Seventh fandom, deserting, changing their
nanes, folding fanzines, golng Gafia, end otherwise disavowing that once Holy thing.
Pannish History is being made, yet who is there to write it down?
Don't look at me. I'm a strauger here myself.
See yaeo.s.
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