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State of the Art %, () Taral Wayne, September 1983, at 1812-413% Willowdale
Ave. Willowdale Dntario, m&n %bd, Canada. Phone (316> 221-3%17: after midnight
' is fine. A Taraible Mistaxke %8 for Rourbrazzle 7.

Thiy is & wary unusual issue of State 0f the Art. Far one thing, there may be
somawhat feruer typos than normai. The reason for this is the word processor |
borvowed Ffrom a friend of mine. HMe loaned me the hardware and softwara for a
couple of wsaxs, sstensibly to complete the worX on  The illustrated Fan {a
history of SF fanart’. After 1 taught mvself the use of & word processing
program [ was supposed fto buckle down on TIF, but aoane thing or anothar has

zabetaged my resolve, Then [ noticad a Brazzle deadline Creeping up on me. If
T expectad to Have anvihing in the coming mailing ! had to  send it somet imm
S0an . That meant ancther issue 0F Ttate of the Art when ! was supposed to Dbe
writing about fanart., And that‘s why this izsue i3  done entireily i dot

matrix... Bleah!

! had plans for a numbar of things wa future iSsuRs . {'ve bean promising
somathing on Heart of Dixis (though I was calling Charlotte's Jiary then), but
1 don’'t have much dona. I mentioned 1o Schirm that I might do a bunch of short
piaces on all the characters [ have Kicking around in my imagination, and the
story-worids thev probably buwlorng to. HBut 1 haven't time to write any of that
eut gither. #nd snother idex [ had was interviews of variocus funny-animal
peoplie uwe all xnow fram the papers and TV. But that material has never baen
workKed up from nate~form eithar.

Fartunataly, [ TID have something in 2 ¥inished state, FEarly this rear 1 did a
number of drawinss based loosely on  Jerry Collins' Bambioids. Rather than
tresspass too much on kis craative property. I imagined a colany cut off  from
outside contact. Settied there were humans. and Bambivids who had littla or

nothing to do with anvbodr. { could maxe up whatever [ wanted without feaeling
guilty about it. Once I ha# this 1n-mind: [ did other art and filled & fam
pages with histarical snd geographical information. it das in fairly finished

form and only needed polishing 35 | typad 1t into the word processcr.

1 don't know axactly what art will go alons with the writien materiai.  Schirm
has +uc of theé pieces "Morning %ortie” and 'Desert Sortie” that i sent ham
“earlier asz Brazzie covars. If he dowsn't use tham this mailing, then ['m just

cut of luck. Youw'll have %o wait. Hougver, 1 can use the must recent drading,
“Commandeoa”, and a map. of the planet, .

Because it's s31il] based on Jerry's criginal HBambibidi, the stuff this issue
has academic interest only. There arg no staries or characters waiting in the
wings tc tave the stage at a futursz dats. A% jeast i don 't THINK  s0. Ard
that's what 1 said after each of these drawings..

MATL ING COMMENTS OM BRAZZLE S

AN THE MATL ING I don't Know if it was intentional Sr not. but I thousht 1t
was Clever that there was a continuity betwaen the back cover of Brazzie 5  and

the fronmt cover of Brazzle 6. Mow that {'ve pointed it out, Schairm will
probably have to admit that both covers were supposed to e 1in one mailing, and
he scremwad 1t up. Glad t2 be of gervica old buddy..,. =p

Mot to detract from Jim Groat'z o oandd
sarprised to-see how s110%

Konrkle's accompllshmant . I was
*he  Uncivilizea  looKed . a

professional format --~ compared - tce Jjiffy~offset on ordinary bond Iike
everything else in the mailing., Presantation DDES make & differenca. I hoee
that other Brazzle members who may be publighing comics like this will think of
running copies through the apa. {t'd make membershipg in Rowrbrazzle an
anviable privelege... apart from the value of your company of coursa,

JOHN CAWLEY I dunno... written fiction about funny animals seems
doubtful anough to me, but funny animal pornographic fiction strikes me as mora
than a bit pecul far. :

"Mooming the audience” sedms quite a legitimata motivation for an artist to ma.
But of course i¥ youy take Al's choice of words to mean only a acatalogical
gestura, then indeed we are +talking about crudity. Even crudities are
Justified at times, but I thinK Al meant "mooning” in & larger sense, angd chose
the words becausa of their particular significance to the cartoen he did of
Lucy and Charlie Brown. What I imagine he uwas saying was that satire is one of
a tartoonist’s most potent weapons., What he was satirizing was what he took o
be a prudish attitude toward sex. The legic maKes his cartoon perfectly
sangible under~ the circumstances.

Parsonally, ! see no conflict betueen occasionally "mooning” an audience and
doing your work "for the enjoyment of the reader viawer /whatever", as rou put
it. It's good to laugh at yourself sometimes. MNor is the artist always the
humble servant of his readers. I think the artist must hava two insaparable
roles. On the one hand he should be basically symwpathetic with his audience,
whoeuer they may be, and on -the nther hand he should hold the audience up to

the light, so they can inspeact themselves from other points of viaw. Some
artists go *to an extreme, and are wholley critical., riskKing displeasure and
semetimes 2ven serious punishment. Occasionally the rebel artist is a fool, or

a posaur, but let's not dismiss them out of hand. The artist who onily aims to
Please is probably not a very profound one.

“This is not to say that all cartoonists in undergrounds ware not talented...
however as a rule the ‘greats’ of underground comics have, mercifully, STAYED
undarground.” This is covering vour ass, John. What I suspect you mean is
that vou hate R. Crumb, Gilbert Shelton, Bobby London. Ted Richards, 3Kie
Williamson, Jazy Lynch, “Foolbert Sturgeon”, Dave 3Sheridan, and S. Clay Wilson
== the “greats” of underground cartooning ~- but I can't say vyou're Ffull of
shit because of the escape clause you left vourselé! It's your businegss if you
dan't {ixke most or-all of thesa a}tis!s, but 1 find vyour narrow-mindedness on
the subjact of undergrounds offensive. You're not only far off tha rmark,
vau're indulzing yourself in a "put-down”,

FUMZY-OUNZY Speaking of undergrounds., this has a lot 0of that +eel,
Wish T Knew who thae artist was, but thare's ne finding out Ffrom from the
Amazing New Mo-Corntents Contents Page. B

STEVE GALLACCT What is it about this apa that sparxs emotional outbursts?
Whila ! svmpathize with your complaint that people aren t good judgas of your
art, vou 2et carried 3way, and say a 3ood many things that i hope you don't
mean. The uay vou make youself sound, vou value a person‘s sudgemant on  the
Basis of their professional standing, not on whether their Judgament i: good br.
had. Apart from being a rotten attitude in general, thinking that way makes
1mpossible damands on vour ability to read minds. Suppose I tall you what H
think of vour art, what is the value of my opinion? I could tell you that I'm
an amateur . upon uhich admission wy opinion would be instantly dismissed. Or 1

could fay that I'm a professional, and get a fair hearing. MNow suppose I~ 1ie
to vou. I'm really just a crummy fan and 1've made out I'm pro, so sou'rae.
liztening to a worthless opinion after all. Or I'm more of a pro than rou arae, .

. But I'm making a fool of yvyou by pretending I 'm not. How they hell do you Know,
Stewe”

The fact 15, ! couldn't give vou any simple ansuer. Likely as naot there are
athers in Brazzle who would have an equally hard time fitting themselves to
vyour precenceptions. th a2 way, I could sar that !'ve bean supporting myself as
an artist since the early 78'tc, when 1 decided I was 3@r 1ouis about my- art, On
the othar hand., I haven't made zany substantial amount 0¥ moner, ana den 2 UM .
1'we nevar heen anvone's -emplovee as an artist. But I Aever hadd EY wntention



of turning over my sxills tv somecne alse o use for their ideas instead of
mine., I do artuork of a sort that doesn't lend itsalf toc cowmmarcial BUCCRES »
But I°'m unsurpassed at mv specislization.

Am T worth listening %o, or not?

If %0, then it's uorth nmy affart <o raassure  you that thera's nothing
insppropriate in the use of serious matters in a funny animal story. 1 think
there's a Yot of drama to be found in the contrast batween tha traditional
expectations of 3 funny-animal story and unexpacted resl ism., That sovment s
ratsod over Blbedo is eprobably 2 good sima That

and a comic to think about is a comic that may have staying puower.

J1M GROAT T had a it of trouble with “Ooldis Hosz and the Thrze
Bares®. The gag wasn't claar on firss resding becausws I had difFicuity telling
the characters apart. They 513 had horse faces, three of them had iong dark
hair, and in some cases ! wasn't sure if tha charactera was Mala or femala.
Once 1 sortad it ali out, it wes nevartheless & fine story, but parhaps  you
should work on character dasign. : ,

JERALDS "Rabbo*? Coming naxt issue? Of 1 hope net  ~- A was
cutraged by that movie,

WAYME MODJESK §
zilagory.

STEVE MARTIN The *Kitsunes Daughtar of Demons”® pagas was nicaly deawns

"with good graphic sense, attenticn to detail, shadowing and depih. Most
important, theara seems to be more care and HerK . in this than I think  your
normally put into your drawing.

The tast page for $tar Bangal #auld probably Banafit by a2 moraz  convent ional
panel arrangement. Thore's no difficuliy rasding it ig Proper requanca. but 1
think unusual panais are best used sparineiy, sa thayt they have maxisum effect

wiven they are uses.

LOUIS SCARBORCUGH This ¥s rexlly nice art. It's cuta, but what Rppeais to me
is the yrasp of Figurs drawing, rhyithms and balance, 1the dramalic senbe, and
the backgrounds. They giva me conviction in tha characters’' reality that you
don 't get from simeler stylas aimed more at humeur. in part, of course, I'm
reasxcting positively to similaritigs | imagine 0 my oun Wory. I doa't think
our art lsoks much alixe, but little bits of oisimil itude 1ika the tharmos
bottlie in the lumeh are Just the sort of things ! would do.,

Bcarborough, By the way. is one of the five bdboroughs on  Métro Toronto. t's
mostly  suburban  spranl., and commoniy referred 1o as  “Scarboro-igh!” oe
"Scarberia”, :

AL SIRDIS I said it before, but I'll say it again for the benafit of
Brazzie. 1 thinx Penguin Island is clever... and do you really think youdll
get away with it7?

\

ERG VICK Well, t suppesa i Jerry Can-have Haku-Hasin as his totsm,
7

I can bave Kjola.

A GLIMMERING RAY Hare's another one whose name [ don't Know!? But 1 loved
_ihe crazy humour. This also reminds me of wshat I like about undergrounds .

.DEAL WHITLEY Bruce Springstesn makes me want to inspect the bottom of my
toilet bowl too. Once he was & respectable rocker that 1 had no opinion about
one way or tha other, but aver since he became & symbol For America’'s love
affair with itsels I consign him to Easy-Listening Hell. (Thanks ta Al Sireis
for thinking of it.7 One of thas unaxpectad banefits of the Springstasn’s Five
minutes of fame is that for & while 3$t'}1 be easy to spot “ phonies and
s#ll-outs. They'll be nine tanths of the cnes who say what a graat rocxstar he
i3, and how much they liked him aven bafore ha was famous.

SCHIRM Do yau sometimes suspact that tha members only raad the
melling comments to themsslives, and sKip all the rest?

©ornepla sare bolag mase to thine,

Worm guts? Ewusm ! Breat sanse oF sick  humeur  and

BACKGROUND NOTES ON SOTHIC SCEMARIO

{Illustrations 931, “"Casert Sortie®,
532, *Hoth*, (a map)
533, "Rolis-Rovee Strato-Ghost mk.IV-F3* Cschematics)
Y43, "Morning Sortis (Sround Crau)d®* -
%Bav, *Commandoe®)

ara 1% sens Sexbiold technslozy  im human  hrads. Tarra's slfe &

21 te Turren expansion ints spooa, eften in parnarship with the Hapu Moo dn

~The worid Ooth is » largs satiilite of a2 Baturn~l ike -planat, eighth From its

primary. Flftesn or twenty 1ight vears from Earih, the Bothic system is rather
bevond the Terran sphere of influance on the side auay from tha Bambioid
spheras It iz consoquently isolsted, 2nd contact with ®ithar parent world is
infraauent. . .

Tha primary is & Sun~like star circied by aleven planats of which Eight s the
only one that isn't an airless rock. Three othar satillitas of the ringed
Elght heave atmosphares. Tuo of them uoculd ba comfortabia with wmoderate
Tarraforming, but the third i3 a wathane desert. Both ix <the only onm of
Eight's setiilites uith & higher life-~forme, and the only ons currsntly
colonized. %ince Goth rotates anly omce on ita axis in its orbit arocund its
pr bmery , Eight hovers stationary in the $KRy, changing phases in s$ix days.
Fortunately for lovers.-ths only large landmass on Qotlh faces Eight, so that
tha ringed planat can alusvs Be sean Halé way up tha sKy suer tha mountsing teo
the exat. (From the lamis west of the mountains, ¢ course., Efght  saems to
float owver the setting sua,) . ' .

Tha plenat was setiled tuenty years ¢from the pragant, or aighty ‘yvesrs (v the
past. depanding on your point of view., Tha colonial  population is SOmawhat
more Humen thas Sembield, pivon Human propans ity %o cvertax an anviranmant. So
Tae thers kas never Deen & sevious ri97 betusen the tus proples. Az & matier
of fact, the Bewsbivid race on Beth is not strictly Hakw-Hasin, but a hybred
race that is absut one quartwr human and ganeticaily s<able. They sre shorter
than full-beod Bambiolds. with smaller sars. A small number of Haku ~Humans
1lve in the coelony, BUt are being absorbed into ona or the other populations.

Thare are nebives as mall, 2 nine-fout race of peocpia who ars raed-thin and
graceful, but alzs & it rangy from Living whers iife is hard, Thair oculturasl
level was about that of the Plains Indians o the sarly 19th cantury Amar ica,
bBafore thers uss much contact with uiite-men or thais suns and fFirewatar,

The major sroblam the Gothic colony faces, apart From ths need for total
sslf-reliance, is the hostillity batusen the Oothics and anothar race calied
the vamitl <or more corractly, the MYamnati'iy. Tha vYamati colony was
discovared a feu veasxrs after the Humans and Haku-Has in arrivag, and sach claine
that it's colony was theare first. Some small evidance suggests that the Yamati
might actually have arrivad sarlier, DUt at so nearly the same time as the
Gothics that they escaped each other's notice. AFtar aighty years, though, the
expansion of beth colonies has made the question academic. Neither will give
up {15 assats without a2 Fight. And as Goth A8 a small werld, there is & 1imit
to growth, so thera has besn iittle incentiva ts compromise. Insted there bHas
been one war sftar ancther with the small, spartan, golidan sKinned Yamati.

Sy and large they haven't been Bloady wars -- not since tha first At least ~-
But thay are sarious contests of technological progress (n swhich the losers are
apt to find themselves put in deap-fremze until the issue is Ffinaliy settiad.
(Farhaps 3.000 pecple on both sides are in deep-fraeze, sevaral hundred have
bawn froxen for three or more gensrations.)

The Yamat{l occury the easternmost part of Goth's single continent -- New Yamsta

ts them ~~ and the Gothics live on the wastern coast surrounding an inland sea.

The vast Cathudral Range (which inciudes lessiar ranges such as ths Four Horns,

the Manhattans, the Steeslsjacks. the Curtain Range. atc.) separates the two .
sworlds. But not sltogether. Around the south of the mountains, Gothics and

Yamat! mesat on the broad arable plains that thay’'re both determined to develop.

Tha Bethics have anly monased to settle part o0f the neuw lands permanantiy in

the last generation. -



Tha ramati have tha uerit of 1%, stratasgicaliv. Thair coleniss are separastad
From the Bothic colony By & thousand miles of no-men’s land that's mostly
caun-haKed rockK, sand, and salt., The arable prairies are south and west of the
Aasart, eight hundred milas From New Yamata, but only two hundred from the
enaipy . A the same time. the Cathedrals divide Gotha from no-man ¢ Land, sndg
it 43 by no wwens 3 neglineable barrier, with peaks ovze 30,888 foet. Whalevar
she Bothics do has to be done skirting seuih of The mountsing, wr  thrdush one
of the $eu usabla passes. ) ’

The land sast of tha Cathedrals ix called tha Far Back Country by the Goethics.
Pue 4o the rain-shadow cast by tha swuntsins, i1 d3n't  as waluable a2 the
‘lains to ihe sbulth.  In fadt, such of ¢ i3 desart.  In the nerid 1t becuwms
vy apetic wostu, But tha Fay Poex Country s tihe only avenue Loluesn Sotha
e Mew Yiata, and selthor can eFFerd Y have the oih contrel this avanua of
copprosch to their homslanmd. fAlmost as importunt in b @ie wens ideratisn s
@ mireral seelith of the srea. Guold, silleae, coppar, bauxitn, and iaad ars
; domd.  Legargs of lost minas say thera iy urapium o ba Jound  in tha  Foe
Bary Country 28 well. Mo astusl uersniuw has euse bDoen  found on tha planat.

Fhough, Luckily $or ali highar life forms on the planet, the storias appear o

\

se only tha usual tall-~tales of projpsctors.

it For Bacw iz not officially inhabltad. Orenks and acdentrico of  all racas
put up widely saparatod huts, peacties Gl mannae of  lifesivios, And 3
harmlass or Aet. MNatives sreatliy outnumber dhe srospesiers  and  hermits,
their population Bas smali since long befora First contact. The Far Basek is
s 51t intonts and purposss smety. ¥hich s fust as  weli. Large scala

2 tas b w fougint n thids lemd. somatiss iny iwe formet: 2

L meurad o ‘ﬁxdg, ethmetines tovelniag  #othing wgrss  Whiaw piaisd o T
uynits Iiving oFf€ the land. 1f the ‘Yawati have any afvontage in ibhis

dagoiation, it is in numders of ermoured  vehizies. The Gothigs have iy

supar isrity.

wampllestlon for bBoth sides la the igaiatisn of Soth. Comeanications ﬂltﬁ

£, Yemado, or 4he Bas®iold hopweupseid Sin, MNeng of thase oot
PEVT PALLUPCSE UH BpEre protedting cutepfeyd solanias Hthat  uwere g
p¥icially spensorad in any avent. Sonsequentlv, beth  sides  dere $5¢and
Aaveloping & nar mathing from scralch.

The $irst war sas conducted wastily on fool, wiin hang weapons and horses. The
Zactiee waulid Be  Jamilisr to stussnts of the asu* e and Awar icar Indian Wy
5¥ 184%h centusy Larth.

?ﬂa spcond war wmis » BIT more seehisticated, enploving soms  Cpmbat vohicles,
anvd military sircraft., CThe original starships that the colonisst arrived in

were too veluabla to risk in combat. Nor were thay suiled to military dutisg.?

-

THe third war sak the uwse of wsuch more sephisticatad Weaponi-sysiem,
comparable to the late modal alrcraft that ware introduced at the end of Wl
on Earth. )
The preseant war would 1likely have r&mch@d 2 jet-stage, only limited numbers of
chage spacecraft {obsolets Dobbarman~-Thules mK.S airframes that wsrs rebuilt to
amw spacifications) bacame availabla at tha last-minute.

Ihe previous, third Oothic war was sitratagically interssting. The major
actions in tha afr ware fousht in the porth, across the barriar imposad on
#1ight by the Catheral Mountains. Tha taliest, Notre Dame, rises to 34,488

sgut, and feu types bullt by either side could climb more  than a courls of

thousand feat higher than tha2., Yet much of the air combat . tn the war was

dough? tn such rarified anvirons. Whils for all practical purpcsas Fiying at

“thy operational celling, with the vallay floor only & couple of thousand feet
Balow, there uas little & pilot could do but meat tha snemy head on:
Mansuvering 1n a dogfight was doubly dangsrous ahers the passes uare Jlong,
tortusus claefts between fce~cbad pPeaks. Az 14 tha pilet hadn't itroubles
anough, atrcrafy perforamce was serisusly lmpaired at such altitudes. The

rate of feul zoasyoptisn of 1 Fizkier made It imeossible to oparata  leng st

abpua. &3,008 faet, limiting Flight time and ranga, Homs tvpes were unabls <o
slear sven the valiey flacr of gome of the hisher passesr. Latar aircraft  wars

, . 3

able to srerate briefly at altitudes of 48,008 feet, allowing them to hop ovar
the paaks %o dissnpase *hi anwmy. This sas iats in the war, howaver, uhen tha
HOPrBt Was ever. 4

v
fmagiog Piving in @ aighit-Fishiar on § namy pasnatration. Barwly a
nald mile te althe sidse sabove you ars 38 s &b Wi Fly et 229 map k.
temard & sark bareicade shers the pavs twinte osut of sipht. &t that, narmal
opurating spsed, yvou could Crash ints any of the sheer walls surrounding ypu in
fux saconds... Mililtary historiany agresp that this wmas the moxt dangerous
conbat 4iving on recovrd, o

o
C
€&
o
z»*h
=3
=

-d in rassurcas  and  techhoissiual  cacability, aidrfromes uers
¥ oronparshi i tativesr Fraguanltly 4 famil
ST adeptot, MOraved 2t dmtn proedustion leoxing  1ittle
Liran %pi%fﬁ»u) wrd Ldgt inns Pardho. 0 The  Bie Home  Caard’s
Was  aluays & safar, mere r@!immXa maching, wuith cathsr Betier
e ang atatoendoLhg et ﬁ!mn tronies. Ploteres (e Sopuith Camel wmith
rodu, U » Zpitdirs piih R boring mivslos. O Fow purcly  @oihic
dasigne #uugh% tow, includding the fFebulous Sidsuinder, tss-onginsd teilass
Cighter, srguably tha bDasi mropaiier design 18 sver fly, on any uerld, !

. . . i

When ths prasent oer bBroxe out, » total of 148 chbsolaty DB mK.8's bad  bBoan
Aelivernd o Usthe wha s bra Modidinations s wads  kp guit  tha
erstt Yo isesl ool fons, The fue wwat videly weod fypar varoe the 03 oX,5-Fla
tUporn ding Sortia”d, and Fld {*Desert Sortia”? .

Al . Pk oreuia

¥ ; il £ 3 . g E Wi S et g
Misslas. In tha §lghter rala it could  warry up o Taur Viper  #Silrcte-Air
sini~treu¥ing missted. . Both the Bausher apd Vipsr  uors dag ignad and .
marufactured on Goth, s0 Could be supplisd withoul shortagne. -

s
(e i)

823

w8, the Fid, was inlonded to  supprass
Sorole. Tha &0 ledrive BEra

Tha wiber melor medificxtion on the OR
apeu; Fira, and act ir BEOURE B
duintar Trow this dyeps Lomd cennabal fDad Lo oprovide eaplosa
which ratained Timitod sepaca capapiiideyd. In thae place oF tha drive
Mopgeosa Alr-to-Surface missles were sarried. If the pylows were attached o
the fusaelaps sides, additional storss up Eo 4,.BU0 pounds sould be carrised
ziodt. To ractify tha changed sentar of gravity due Lo the ramoval of the pod,
s ventral sbtabilizer sas $ibted. 118 Fia's and 39 Fib's ware produced from ths
198 prsic models supplisd. aAnother 278 Fia's and 88 Fib'e wsre bullt  under
t1eanss incally, for & total of U328 airfrawsz, M fey Fla's wars  rebuilt ‘into
FR's . to accomodets 0w rotary cannon systeoms ia 3 ramote turret comtrolled by
the tendemly sested co-piist. T3 othars smere ecabuillt sz aighit-fighters by
sdding a nose readome &od Ssarch-and-<Destroy turret behind the Sanopy. - f

.

i

Guring tha $first wonths of the wuar, *tha popular Fi's sers christisnsd

VWaliyr tas® Sor *Vals®) by gratsful pilots, Tha name was nevar officially

adopted by the Mir Home Guard, but appesrs in all subsequent sar records.
« )
In wid-208T some 268 axanples o the Tarrestrlally built Halls-rovea
$trato~Ghost wers delliversad. Although a superier type in some  ways, it had
only 8 mincr impact on the war, and it uss naver as ropular uith tha pilots a»
the *Val~. The, "Ohost® handlad exceliently. and packad a patant punch, but it
was & bit Ffinicky in the pilot's hands. It would not nurse homg iFf  its
serodynamic intasr ity wers violated, unlixe the sturdy’ Dobbarman-Thiles, ° The
pilots alss reportadly missed the “charscter® sach Val devxleped with uss.

For  further indormation on ths DS ox.G-Fla, Fif, zhd F2 consult *The

Operational Mistory of the Dobberman-Thule Valkyrie® <(Taral Waynse, Oirigible
Frass, Torontso, 865, or the Colonial War Museum.

EHOERPT FROM THE DPERATIONAL HISTORY OF THE DOSBERMAN-THULE VALKYRIE

Rudic Conuversation Imtercapied and Fecorded Batpaen Tus DB ox.8-Flbd Fighters of
the Bnd Rir Cowmands Oroug oen & Training SBortis Ouver the Ossert, 18  January’
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WBlieky  "Cadet Bratal?*
WTieK)Y YYes, Flight Instructor Romanova, are we there?”

"Ta your right, uhere the desert slopes up 4o those ranges, That's the LacKwit
Moyntains, and Wild Messel Gap. A uhole armoursd division had to silip through
thare at night, single file. Took nearly tuwo wewks bafore the last of them got
through, thens xfter their offensive collapsed thw rempants Bad o sneax  back
tHe way thay cams. On a good nisht, thare might be tuo dozen heat signiturass
of the IR st a time. I# vou had puts, »ou <ould run the samut at low altitude
and umioad your 3teres on as many targsts as vou had te go  srcund. Or yoau
would hang back st 12,900 fewt and Jaunch an  optimum scatier patiern {rom
tafaty. The gap i3 Kepe-dusp In armour fragmants, 14 you loox cla&n, YoM CAn
24311 see some burned sut APL's snd BP8's cut on the desert.*

©

By Rahl, the roc¥s ars scorched black all round thers. lere many huri??

"Boung to be a2 feu enemy casusltiaz -- concussions, broKen bosss, and the iikae
=~ Hut our darhesds produce diffuste 3hotk conss, designed to bBreark up armoured
vahicies Without creating a man-hostila environment insida. Crews mostly get
ot bafore feul or Ammo goes up, and our target comButers raraly put  anothar
mizsle into a disabied vahicle unluss it returas firs., Lost rather a 3ot of
ajreraft though., Thare was plenty of covering surface-ts-air Fira $rom the
surrounding hills that made shooting the Gas ne laughiny mattaer.”

*1 thought ua were undsr orddérs to disengegs. i¥ anyone gets xilied?"

"Mo-one Killed, Cadat., Most silots msnaged to shepherd their Yalkyries homs
wgain iF they were hit., Dobbarman-Thule builds them tough., A coupia of tha
girls ajscted safely and wore pigkad up by Sir-Ground Rescue. L. Lommander
Bofors crash-landsd on this side of the Pavdirt River, and walked all the way
bagk to the garrisen at Ehitua%mr Filata.

“Wnlred oniy mersings and evenings for 2an days, slsesing undar a sunshada made
of firsa~reaterdent Lining from her Cockpit o Kgeap put of the 148 degres heat.
Foliowed animal tracks and Aug in holiows of dry creek beds for water. ide wara
told how to do the samm, 17 necessary , in oriantation class.”

“1 toor my sdvanced training eisht vasrs g0, near the sea. Ws wars tasght how
to diteh over uater and Jive off Fish., Then 1 was posied ecast!”

Wigure 12°'11 nelp in tha desert, Flight Instructor?”

Bure, Cadet, ﬁli'th; nounry arcund here was an inland ses, 8,882,088 vaars
apo. Not 30 much uatwr anymora, but therae’'s plenty of salt 3¢ill, and no
dangar &t a1l of drouning. Uniass vou loosas your haad to thirst and fall  in
your cantsen., Basides. vou don't finish with classroom instruction when you
$at your wings. They Just call 1t ‘beisfing’ aftar that. LoocK thsre’ on  your
Ieft.”

Mosks 1ike 3 cathsdral.”

"it's part of the old lake-bad. The whoix smsas east of here iz salt, a
thousand fawt thick. That’'s only a block of it, dissolived away by an  inch  of
ratn & year, for a miilion yvwars, until only the middie’s solid, and Zhe rast
is pinnecles and arches. [t's B0 feat tall and rnwarly a quarter of & milae
iong, NCO's used to yall at the enlisted girls for scratching their naxmas -on
~the columns. And tha natives used to put the sKulls of their dead in. niches,
1ike gargovies.”

"Natives here? 1 didn't think there uars any.® .

Mot anymore, but the Paydirt ran higher once, and thare are nastural acquifers
in places aven now. bhen the river valley was a bit graenar, there uswed to be

» population hera., than Thinas went from arid 6 . vacuum-dry. ‘S%a the 9.9»11:
HAnt awey. Later, soma shit-poor tribes wares forced hara from thae sast, %o’

forage for a living in competition with the lizards and snakes. Thay uware
»%3413 hare w- during thd winter &t Jaast, zhsen the tempersture drops 2o & be isX
SAf - when tha celony on Soth «as #irst set up, Thay moved pavmunqntiy sauth
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whan we irrigated the Jower part of the vallay for tham. That was 88 yaars
880, though, and I doubt any of them remamber how %0 gat water from anywhare
but a pume. Made pretty good guarrillas during tha iast war shen the Yamatt
scoup iad all this area.  Trim back your levro-vector & Bit, our +isids ars
interfarring -~ a 1ittle mors -~ Fina. Uhare’d you ask to ba posted afier you
graduate?”. . . ‘
"3ist Air Dafansé over {n tha Far Back. I14°s neer my family's plantation, and
sperates ovsr tha Manhattanz. Mz a youag girl 1 used %o loexk ocut of +tha
windows of my upstairs bedroom whan Y uas supsposed %o be asleep, and tha 1ight
From Eight would silver the mountain %ops. Tha Manhattan Renpa i named &fter
an Earthy city, did you now that? Tha peaks were 211 squsrs and thin like an
sld city skpline. § used to balisve Fair?la&d #as In a valley hidden among ihe
paaks, something Like I remenpered in a picture I saw of an old parK  in  the
raal Maahattan. Whan 1 was & Little oldern I read lost-colony stories about
dacadent civilizations +that uere forgottes in the mountains, or way out in  the
Far Back, I liKed to think one might actually be discovered thera whan it was
thoroughly axplored. Al there really 15, is steppe, and more mountains, €411
vou get to the gulé, but 1¥°s gvill hhunr-Nauiriind o M. * ’

*An add reason to want to Fly high-tech instruments .of mass destruction and
tathality thers. You'll proebably find ithe gulé vour mein business ARYHRAY o in
the last sar, we had to gusrd +he passes with low-ceiling, locally built
sircraft, but tachnology has bypassad all  that now. What's 498,988 SFaat
anymore?  $o the #foﬂti@r & way bLevond the mountains. Knouw anvthing about tha
3ist itsalsrt

"1 Know their squardron mwerkings. Crescenst Eight with rings. idvite and raed
ingignia. Overall gray on gray. I used to sew planss from the 3ist aii the
time 2t wuniversity. 1% uwasn’t far from the airdield. The 215t is razhar drab
comparad to other outdity, but their’s is the owa I want alright,® :

“Tell we what you Know about tha end AirsLom’s merkings then. -

LAL'S sa%... The ThecKered noke is the sﬂuxa insigaia, along with the vyaliow
call~letters, and tha tigar's srarl which ail RirsCom units. Fiy., Tha starred
fins mesn us operate from a Field base. fon't xXnow shat the gold and whits
strips you have is for, Fiight Instructor.®

"Distinguished service. ion ¢ in the arctic campaign 183t vaar.”

"The vellou pansis are remduvabla for tha armourers' dccess. Tha Rippla bBelow
your canopy 1% your zervize record, decorations, and sir-victories. Um.,. *

*What about ;ha dull} colours?® :

“What about thwm?*

That's camsflaga, so marbe the ensmy won't notice 8l the bright colours.

End of transcript. Flight racords for tha 2nd Air Commandos shom that CAdet

Sratel and £l ight Instructor Romancva <onpleted thair trainiag sortis without
{incidant., Howsvaer, mechanics Fleld stripping the tuc VYalxyriss +Found an

- unexploded reund of AP lodged in the ventral rarmcur of Cadet Oratal’s machine.

TRAVELLER 'S QUIDE TO GUTH, EXCERPTS

LACKWIT MOUNTAING ~- Namad for travellers who turned to the right, and followed
the Paydirt River north, uhich was the sasier trail and looked ]ixe tha correct
way, but lad to a dead and in the mountains aftar  sany wasted miles. Burh
mistakes in the desart commeniy claim lives. Cinder cones and dry hot springs
ars prominant featuras of the sraa.

£ N N
PAYDIRT MOUMTARINS ~- A transverse range that turns and ends the vallay of
Mether Hell., Deposits of siiver. gold, and copper are $0 sbungent and pure that
the Paydirts are undoubtably the richest strike on Hoth. Tha quantity of
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nuggets and dust that uashas out of them gava the river, then the mountains,
thair name. But to the aye they are drab, rocky ualls, Only in unexpactad
places, at unpredictabie timms, dows a flash flood or @ind storm strip avay the

sutwash and reveal metal. Thers are documented raports of gravel bars in the

uppar Paydirt River that wers sevaral yards long, and several inchas thick,
that were mada of nothing. but gold nuggets!? Unfortunately, the arsa is
inatcesable at the best of times, and usually urnder the interdict of war. Tha
Paydirt bads and motherlodes have never Baen explioitad.

THE EMMINANCES RIS ~~ A range of tall, gray mountains, an outer westarn range
of tha Cathedral System uhich abruptly rises 20,0080 Ffoet From the plain,
Mo isture laden air masses moving east rizy so suddanly at The Emminances Gris
that moisture condansas into parpetusl cloud and mist, shreuding 1the paaks.
Vizlant storms are common, sspecizlly in Spring %nd  Autumn. Fortunately For
the rqsidnn&s, tha rnin shadou protacts most of the valiey €rom the worst of
it. :

THE FOUR HORN RANGE ~- Nammd for the four prominsnt, svenly spaced pears in the
south., The range continuas north and abutts thae geslogitally ssparate lLost
Gear Mountatins. The Four Herns are the first of tha barriers in the Far ,Bacx
Country met by travellers using ths Rec Sail Pass,. the major routs throush thae
Cathadrals., Bandits 1% tha sarly 21st cantury used tha narros ravines leading
into tha Four Horns as hida-cuts. From there it was an sasy rids to & bend of
thae Manicouvin River, where they wuwould hold-~up the scoms of miners working the
countery further noerth. The Pour Horns ars also knoun for marine Ffossils and
native pictoglyohs.

THE CLOIBTERS -~ Thiz formation is an outwash piain deposited on the asssiarn
flank o+ the CTurtain Ranga. It is thought to have once extended across the
Manteouvin Valley: 2o the hills sastuard, and was stripped from the undearlayving
roek by erasion. The Curtain Range may FHave protactad Thas Cloistears from
rainfall, or perhaps it was the grestar depth of deposit closa to the mountain
that pressrvad the Fformation.  In either case,’ the daposit was loosaly
consoiodatnd and deaply erodad inte & compliex Badlands which is noted for both
itz Deauty and size. The Cloisters were one of fipolline Defrey’s Favourtits
subjects for her uestern paintins.

THE POLOERDAM -~ A mountainous spina running south From the mainiand and
saparating the Dark and Wine Seas. "Putting the Polderdam bahind you* is a
popular axprassiosn meaning to laave bahind all that's dear and precious.

THE ELYSIAN BEARS -~ This is an iamanse  salt pan  that includes the losest
sisvation on the planet., (1,176 fest Deiow sea laevel.) The i(ntanse Heal
producas an almost constant show of many Forms of mirage, crzating “ghosts”,
“phantom ranges”, "foolsuater®, spaciral cities, “dasert bBlooms" J{anoroousiy
siongated stalks that are only the distorted  images oF ordinery rofxsj.,
"shrouds™ (slight risas or banks magnifisad into ualls that Ffade auay far up in
the air). and "saileons™ (x moving cell of distorting air, particularly common
on bright nights). The Elysian Saas, named for the bieak land of the dsad, has
naver baen crosssd o# Foot or by ground wvehicle. Early axplorers Quitkly
isarned to go arcund the Elvsian Seas, and discovered nothing wmorthuhils on tha
cther “shore®. The #lat, rocky desart continues for hundreds of more miles,
with onty smailar salt pans a3 raliaf. Baforae the present dar, several
expaditions undertook to get to tha inacceasible centar and Iowsst point by
$00t. None succesded, and since thers have been ne landings sithaer, no-one has
svar seat foo0? in the interior. (Seae:! Tha Chioride Sea, and The Ssa of Dis.)

TODUMSBER CREEK -- Copper deposits from ths Paydirt Mountains has goisoned this
rivar and turned it -3 bright, clear greean. The uppsr Courses oF tha creek are

coated with copper oxides so thick that in places it may form bizzare spires,

hummocKs , and dams that occasionaly rise ocut of the water., Mors. than ons pocl
with an especislly eladorate sudbmariner formation is explained by natives as an
undaruaster city that was petrificd when an oid native with Bladdar stones
dutilad the watar. The story 1s «nown to ante-date the arrival of Humans and
Maku-Masin, though, since the natives befora first-contact had never made
citien. -

s

WD MERSEL GMP ~- Once inown 88 the Cumbersomm Rop. this difficule pass  from

it bottom of Pmther Hell is tha opposite of Perdition Bap. It was rensswd by
pilats during tha laxt war for wild-upsasel wmissiowns flown .in  the area. The
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Bap's stratugic importance has led to numarous encounters with the Yamsti, both
on the ground and in tha air. Mothafuzka Flatsbayond, and the pass itself, ara
streun uith combat dabris. Out on the +lats the junk is disappearing Dbeneath
tha shifting sand, bdut Kneaa-dasp accumulations of armour fragments and
burned~out hulks £4413 block tha Bap. -

THE RED SAIL RANGE ~- This impressiva looKing range of the Cathedrals guards

the narth side of Manicouvin Pasxs. .Tha Red Sail River runs noerth  from

Mamicouvin Rivar ints the vallay Fformed by the Red Sail and Curtain ranpes. -
The mountains ware named by satilers nwar thae western face, uho Fist saw the

rilitant red coloeur the sandstons peaks turnad at sunset.

THE MONHRTTRN RAMGE ~< This is the most southerly of the Cathedral system
formations. Unlike the nordhern ranges . ubich wers all heavily glaciated, the
Manhattans are & uplifted block which has  srodad -into vertical sections of
immange siza. From a distance, thay appear to bs a fantastic city skyline. A
spur called Harlaem runs worth-east along the south side of the Manicouvin
River, and iz genarally lower and Jaesz well deadined futo “skyscrappersz”. The
Little Htoney River runs north from The Bilg Btoney into a Fault valley that was
namad Cantral Pard 33 s00n as (2 wxs discoversd.
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Tt 4 wmai Just Cmes 13 3“%'
of M'( sﬁt&vems- .- S‘

EASY! Last issue ! mentionad & lampoon of Jerry Collin‘s Bambloids tha Jerry
felt unsasy about, I sant him a copy of tha art, axpecting any woment to have
the boom lowerad on me, but to my surprise he Zalled me up to tell se that I
can go ahead and publish "Yalaes of the Randioids®. 1 don't «now whit possesssd
Bim to mare such a crazy datision, but I'm not going o looxk & gift hoarse in
the meuth. M1 vou paoplie sut theee she say Jaerry 13 evarsansitive now havae to
2at thair words. 123 Nard t¢ lmagineg anvsne $iving Jerry & harder shellacking
than this Dnd...

HOM OO YOU FOLLOW UP AN ACT L!KE THIS?
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%W Y. FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS THE HIGH |
COST OF ROBOTS AND REMOTELY CONTROLLED SPACE-
CRAFT. HAS HAMPERED THE EXPANSION OF THE WACH
WACKR EMPIRE, IN THE PRESENT ACTION, THE EXTRE!
SHOR ._-T%Emmmta,m. B
(CRISIS POINT ON THE FRONT, -
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“1ST FAHR DU LONGEN DATVE
JEREREN DE e
HE - TECH WEHRMACHINEN/
ST EFFRY BATTLE GEGETTIN
ALLE SCHOTT T HELLE. DER e ‘
LAST ATTACKEN IST.GEKOSTEN T AND SO IT WAS. WITH A REVOLUTIONARY NEW CRDER
US 2WE!l-MNDRET MILLION OF MARCH, TWE MASTER RACE WENT ON TO CONGUER-
REOTS,uno Ve UNLY GEGONG | SV loR, N CoRIAN E1CE N T KON
- 1] X ' ; . » ‘. ‘
D;Ea 2WEI- HUNDRET F‘ T, THEIR APVANCED'KULTUR" = WHIPS, BONDAGE, MERRY~
(NOTE THE ROETRY O THE WACKY LWIPOWS \ ‘ /‘A

“NuT-NEIN MoREN! ST ScHToP p

DER WASTEN DER FRUITEN QURNER
MILITARISCHE GENIUS ON DER FERL,
SCHUGGINER BATILEFIELDT! DER
TRUEN STRENGTH OF DER ZEHN-
TAUSEND YERH REICH IST OURHER
Vie.! GESTARTEN TOMORROW ke
- ATTACKEN ON DER rouu
ORDER UP DER Ftnso@"um o
SECUND INFANTRY o
LUFTWEHR UND PANZER UNITS
IS GEPUTTEN ON DER K.P.
T NR? o ER KR
DER FUTUREN eewmgeﬂmwsus!
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