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THE MINIPRIDE
by Battell Loomis

Princess Hotelapt, of Egypt, of course,
was first to domesticate the cat

There is no record of where she fouud
the kitten, not, certainly, among the
bulrushes because when a bull rushes
cats run away.

But all that is long ago and far away
and why later Egyptians deified cats
and practiced taxidermy on them when
they died, is not for me to say. I am
an Egyptologist and, as a matter of
strict fact, I dislike King Farouk as
much as I can dislike anyone without
knowing him. I suppose he may plead
extenuating circumstances; but I shan‘t
listen to him and if he thumps down on
his knees to me, I shall wilfully laugh
at him. PFat men are soc absurd, kneel-
ing, don't you, too?

The only reason I mentioned Princess
Hotelapt (oddly like Hotel apartment,
abbreviated to apt, isa't it?) was to
pin your attention on the domestic cat
and the insulting word assigned to de-
note its youmg - a litter, just as if
kittens littered up a place. Why I
wanted you thirking of cats is that
then it would be much easier for you
{so much less frightening, too) to
think of lions and the proud word that
tells of a leonine family group. That
is a pride of lions - no litter about
them,

Still, I do not intemnd to leave you
very long to the lions because I men-
tioned them solely because they are
also cats and cats of a very much more
dignified expression than the common
tabby or alley cat, not to be confused
with the black cat you mustn'i be
walking toward when it is passing in
front of, if you believe in bad luck

I don't. 1I'm so used to it, I ignore
it.

Now that I have established my premise,
let me get on to the development of my
QLATO argument. You know already that sperm
(JoNgf has become as accepted as any other
sort of seed, and can be freely (with
postage fully paid) sent through the
mails as nasturtiuom seed or wheat.

S0 I seat some through a male lion and dropped it (with a medicine dropper) through the litter-slot of a domestic cat.
And when she kittened, she didett litter, because she had a pride of minilions (their father was maxilion, see?) that
looked exactly as dignified as "monarchs of all they survey" (credit the quote to Edwin Landseer, who thought a deer
lived up to his name as a surveyor) and had iufts on the end of their bare tails, too.

I brought them up in a paddock of lambs to prove that the lion can safely lie down with the lamb; but, alas, one of
the lambs, already approaching muttcn, rclied over on one of my minilions and smothered it - so it is not guite safe
unless the cat-fancier stalls the lambs so they can't roll.

Qddest thing to see our 10-pound cat lurking through our rooms roaring. True, it's oaly a miniroar, but it's not
a caterwaul at all.

He has blue eyes aand his name is Donald.

So there.




We are back from the wilds.of .Cadillac, have shed our fur coats, .put
the top down and are living again. :It.-reminds me.of the time George came
down south. We of course fixed him up with a nretty . little.southern belle,
who .proceeded to show him the counrty side. George,after looking.over the
beautiful country side, mentioned that it was really woenderful.--.that it
was God's country. ‘The.little . belle then said, "Of course! You didn't
think he was a yankee did you?"

I just can‘t understand why anyone would buy a midget racer.

Since George is giving good coverage on the review side of Saps, I'll
only stick in my two bits worth where I might not complet?ly agree with said
comments.

Has anyone asked Alger lately how the weather in Cicero is these days?

Am moving into Michigan next week. 200 N.  Hurom ‘St.: Albion, Mich. to
be exact. 1'11 probably end up in Alaska some day.  .First Mississippi, then
North Carolina, Qhio, then transferred to Michigan. Every time its farther
north.: ‘I'm still saving my confederate money and hoping though.

I do like the place we got in Albion though.: One end of the living room
is all builtin book cases. A beauntiful big basememt with new cupboard shelving
for my collection, a nice printing room, everything a fan could want. It's
right across the street from a girl's dorm at Albion College in case there are
any sex mad fans amomg you.  Yes, Cox, Emey, Davis, Jacobs, Sims, Briggs, I'm
expecting visits from you.  However George has established prior rights.

I received a lot of letters in regards to Trends #17 and especially in
‘regards to-Jan Jansen's letter in that issue, 8o lets move into the Voice
-of -Fandom section and see what they have to say.

Dear Lynn:

Pussonally, I don’'t think there’s anything in JanJansen’s letter worth arguing
about. Consider his remarkst ‘Some of your leaders are all for a ‘defensive’ or rather a
rather 'preventive’ war agaihst Russia,' ‘'...Ido know that contrary to popular belief at every
meeting...some hotblooded American will get up and shout WARI' Study them statements, gents.

Does he specify WHICH leaders-~-so we could determine whether they are LEADERS as
Jan thinks they are--who advocate preventive war? 1 know certain congressmen have gotten
loud-mouthed about preventive war and got into the newspapers with it, but certain other
congressmen told ‘em to go to hell and that wasn’'t ‘newsy' enuff to get into the news. But
LEADERS is what Jan says.

He doesn‘t say, either, where he found that 'some hotblooded Americans will etc..
etc., etc.,' It may be that we should regret that Jan can‘t realiy distinguish between the
true and the fdlse in most reporting done in his own neighborhood”s newspapers. But I sus-
pect it’'s more than that. We often have American hotheads shout WAR--especially when they
think somebody else will fight it for them--but generally speaking, Europeans don‘t shout
WAR. They simply go ahead and have one. ,

It's srt've like this sduff Canfans dre bringing up about us bloody Yanks copying
European inventions and loudly bragging of them as being our own. Now, why shouldn’'t we
grap Furopean inventions? The Europeans sure as hell weren't doing anything with ‘em. And,
d’you know, Al G./Bell was a Canadian and invented his telephone in Ontario--but if it was
left to the Conadians, nobody’d ever have heard of the guy. Or can you name the two RCAF
guys who FIRST flew the Atlantic? Tsk. But evabhbody knows Lindy done it--and a lotta people
think he was the first!

Remember, chum, that we got kicked outta Eurcpean prisons to come to this goddam
wilderness.. Then we was revolutionists--and a large hunk of the population of outr American
Colonies who weren't revolutionists packed up and moved to Canada. Onlm reason the French
liked us was that we were killing Britishers, whom they bappened to hate at the time. But*
we've always been o most disturbing influence on western.culture. We're rather disturbing |
chardcters, anyway. No more than §S years age, you carried a pistol in-this country: you‘d
have been foolish to walk the streets of New York at night, in the 1880°s, without a pocket
B
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for protection. This blasted country grew outta more :han 300 years of almost.constant guerilla
varfare. That wasn’t organized warfare between nations, as in FEurope; it was individual.combat.
Which makes a considerable difference in attitudes & in what fathers taught sons.

I think it’s only natural that we scare hell out of some Europeans now that we have the
weapons which could destroy mankind. They'll never be akle to comprehend us with the attitudes
they have.

Y But this stuff about shouiing WAR or PEACE is' for the birds, anyway. Nothing will ever
be accomplished until the word JUSTICE comes into vogue.

As for Syngman Rhee, we have quite a few American newspapers which said (and are saying)
quite a few different things about that nice old bastard--and there being such a number of papers
with such a multitude of opinions, I don’t notice many Americans getting a sweat over what SOME
papers might say. As for the prestige we have/don’t have in Europe, that seems a thing of quest-
ionable value. Bolster those countrges up a little (which is what we'd like them to do for us,
if we should need it) and they dislike us for giving them CHARITY... -

But those little things can be shrugged off quite easily when you realize we’'ve got this
WORLD- LEADERSHIP con-game shoved off on us. Leadership is a lonely job. No matter what we do.
somebody’s going to dislike it. So hell. let ’em dislike and be damned. Let's just get on with
the dirty job--which suggests another lengthly argument. in itself. Ghod help the fool world that
picked us for a leader with some of the boneheads we’we got in Washingtomn. But then, it really
isn’t QUITE that bad....

Joe Gibson
Jersey City. N.J.

Dear Lyan,

X This jan Jansen worries me. I think he has made a basic flaw in his thinking. If the
ghost of Laney won': haunt me, it concerns sematics. He says communists are members of a polit-
ical orgamization. WHO SAYS SO? The communists--they say they are a political party. Ask a
Red if he is a Red and he will say: ‘What differenmce does it make whether I am a ‘Republican or
Democrat or Communist, I believe in the public good..." Sometimes he will say: ‘What if [ am «
Conserative or Liberal or Communist...' He tries to cluss Communism with other political move-
ments. This is a trick of words. What he is really saying is that it is unimportant whether he
is a republican or Democrat or Murderer =-- that there is little difference in being a Conservative
or Liberal or Kidnapper. Let‘’s face it -+ jus: read the byslaws of the Communist party. Every
member dedicates himself to Murder, Libel, Slander, Arson, Kidnapping. Sedition., Spying., Inciting
Riots, Sabotage, and Treason. ANYTHING that the Party Orders and especially those aforementioned
things which are offered as friendly activities befitting a good Communist, Outlawing Communism
is not denying political freedom -- it is reafirming a basic premise of Anglo-Saxon justice.-- the
illegait¥y of violence and directed mistruth with intent to do haim and the basic right of self-
defense from those who would destroy you.

He says everytime a group of Americans meet for a sewing circle or g turkey shoot or a
Chamber of Commerce meeting, some damn Yank gets up a shouts WAR! WHO SAYS.80? Jansen lives in
Belgium, «Hop many sewing circles, turkey shoots and Chamber of Commerce meetings has he attended?
Who says Americans shout WAR at such meetings. The Communists, for one, have been saying it for

-' 45;-¥3t.;gat dogsn' L, make it so anymore tham it makes a group of polititions out of the Comm-
unist Party instead of a bunch of bandits.

Americans are scared. Russians are scared. Even Belgians are scared. Everybody has a
gun loaded with atom bombs aimed at everybody’s head. Hell, we'we all got a right to be scared.
If we weren't scared, we’'d have to be crazy or dead. Maybe Americans are too scared. They see
an Indian behind every woodpile. Sometime and space ago, . bandits in the American Southwest got
so bad that Vigilante groups formed to hunt them down. They hung many innocent men. That was
a terrible thing. But lets not forget that there were a damn lot of bandits around to be hung.
Every care should be taken not to hang an innocent wman,. but self preservation demands that attempts
to hang the guilty continue.

No one Kolda any higher than I the premise that it is better for a thousamd guilty to
go free rather than one innocent be punished. But is it better that all guilty go free rather
than one innocent stand risk of punishment? Ideally, yes. But as a survival factor,<it won't
work., Court records reveal countless cases of the miscarrage of justice. Yet we don’t abandon
the judicial system -+ which would be the only way to ABSQLUTELY assure that no innocent person
would: be punished -- because human civilization would crumble if we did. As in all things,we
have to compromise ideals with reality. We have to hunt .out Communists, hurting as few famnocent
peogle as possible. If we hunt them out recklessly and egoistically, justice deteriorates and
without justice as a foundation there is no law, and without law there is no civilization, and
the hopes and dreams of all mankind perish into barbarianism.

The reckless, selfish Anti-Communist is as great a threat as the ardent communist.

Both types represent the extreme right and left. In other words, they go in opposite direc-
tions to get as far away from the representitive republic. das possible. [ haggle a little over
terms there. Republicans like to refer to this country as aq republic: Democrats as a demo-
crasy.-- both are attempts to have our government identified with one party and are petty poll-
tics. However, politics aside, this country IS a repubiic by representation.

Now the average fan likes to thinl of himself as sophistocqted and intellectual and
as such, he likes to tolerate things others wouldn't. He considers this very broadminded and
commendable. In reality, it’s mental laziness. Suppose I°m laying in the qutter -- imagine --
force yourself -- and I see Senator McCarthy walk by and two men jump him and start to strangle
him. The broadminded thing, the intellectual thing. would be to iqy there and see how it would
come out. The sensible thing would be to either jump up and help finish him off or jump up and
try to beat off the attackers. (For the clarity of this simile we wont consider getting up and
running like hell.) I would try to drive off the murderers of the good Senator because two wrongs
don’'t make a right...except to the fanatical followers of McCarthy who would make it seem so.

Neutralism is passe in our time. If you lay in the gutter, you only get stepped on.

You have to be either for freedom or acainst it. If you are neutral, you might as well be against
freedom because you wont have any anyway. You have to hold onto it. Its not a gift inperpetuity
or a chance acquisticn.

The PRACTICE of Communism is one of banditry as anyone but a meathrad can seez~-slavery
and oppression and irrefutable truth of that oh all sides. The THEORY of communism is &nother
thing. It.is as old as. time itself. It will probably never die out. It is # step in Man’'s
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social ewolution. He tries it before he develops individual ownership and pride and reward of
personal accomplishment. Man is a young craature as the Earth goes. It's natural that there
should be atavisms physical, mental and social. Babies get born with tails and others grow up
into Communista. There are cynics among us but I don’t think the apes and baboons will manage
to get the best of human beings.
I don't mind all those cartoons making me loock like a cross between Frankemstein and

Mighty Joe Young, but I just can’'t see it. I'm not a tough acting guy. I just wen't be shoved
around. Otherwise I am a baby-faced guy with a lot of hair who is very shy. [ just don't see
how I'm going to live up to my reputation as a tough guy -- and stay out of Ohio jails, that is.
You know how it is +~ everybody takes a swing at Marciano. In Fandom it will be verbal swings
urging me to make a fool of myself to pruove I am myself. Believe me, I may carry a big stick
but I speak faintly, faintly. Well, I'm not really worried. And having my name in such big
print IS egoboo.

Jim Harmon

Mt. Carmel, Ill.

Dear Lynn,

Got Trends today, and was quite pleased with it. It has been sometime since I've
read anything so completely fannish in nature as those reports.

Lets face it, Lynn.' Americans, as o whole, do NOT want war, but they dre intent on
preparing for it, and are generally of the opinion that it is inevitable. [t's not that people
want war...when it happens, they have damn little to say about it -~ on both sides --. You know
who to blame for it directly, namely such scabs as there are in congress now. But,indirectly,
the people dare behind it all because -+ after all -- they elected the things.

You‘'re absolutely right.,,this is SUPPOSED. to be a free country. As it now stands, and
connideripg the trends now in operation, you've got to be careful as the dickens to make sure you
donp't say anything that CAN BE used against you.. The right ¢f free speech -- free THOUGHT (as ev+
idence of the QOppenheimer fiasco) is diminiBhing rapidly.

One thing, though, thgt Jan is being wrong in is his use of the newspapers t® form his
judgements, Of all the tginqs in the world, newspapers gre the MOST biased. By the v%ty ideg that
free speech is being diminished, you should realize thai nowssheqts gre the first things to come
under it,...after all, they form the opinions of many, many people. And g sad fact it is too.

I'm not a very religious person ~» being nearer agnosticism than religieusly inalined »»
but | am of the opinion that there is only one safe road (or at least safer than the others) tos
ward pegce. That bheing religion. I don‘'t care WHAT religion, or WHO'S religion., I just say that
it is the one force that man has as a common background. Even the Communists are dedicated relig-
ionists, whether or not they deny it; they are devoted followers of Communism,

Sam Johnson
Elizabeth City, N. Car.

Dear Lynn,
Yes, a lot of Americans think that we're going to have wdar sooner or later, and it might

as well be sooner and get it over with. A defeatist attitude of course, but hardly suprising under
the circumstances. Frankly, I'm getting Goddam sick of gll the armchair historians who say that
America coused World War 2 by staying out of the League of Nations. As I recall, Hitler got his
biggest plum at Munich, which was hardly a League matter, and got it because Britain and France
didn’t have the guts to face their responsibilities.

Bob Coulsen
Huntington, Ind.

Dear Lynn,

Y It seems to me that Jansen got his wires crossed. Maybe I‘m just taking the whole thifig
the wrong way, but it looks like he meant that Americans on the whole are crying 7or var. I su
don't think so. An awful lot of Americans are parents who have kids about draft-age...

He seems to beliebe that it is bad for America to have outlavwed the Communist party, and
on. that point I’'ll go along with him. But he says too, that America is doing wrong by leading the
non-Communist faction of the UN. If we didn't lead it, who would? Of course the UN is dedicated
to being a place where there is no boss...but I don’t human nature is like that. Somebody HAS to
be up front. The only thing worse than having too many chiefs and no indians is having no chiefs.

But I guess Jan‘'s opinions are those that Europe seems to have right now. They be right,
but if not it‘s sure a shame...and what can we Americans do about it? Perhaps we should appoint
G.-M. Carr to go over and straighten the whole mess out...

Don Wegars
Berkeley, Calif.

Dear Lynn:
Y Have you ever considered getting Trends subsidized by the Jack Daniels Yooplo? They

could use it as a house-organ (if you‘’ll pardon the expression). Con-articles all very folksy
and I was glad to get more detailed accounts of Detraoit. Also yours is just about the first
‘gine.I"ve seen in over a year WITHOUT interlineations: though the artwork is sometimes inter-
linear in intent.

Bob Bloch

Weyauwega, Wisc.

Dear Lynn, .
I am staying on the safe side and, ‘reserving my defence*., as I believe the term must be

in US courts. Though I cannot resist from passing you « quote. from G.K. Chesterton which seenms
to fit the occasion so wonderfully well. *I helieve it getting into hot water; it keeps you clean!®

Jan Jamnson
Borgerhout.
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Dear Lynn,

Upon analysis of Jan Jansen’s letter in the 17th Trends, I have reached the conclusion,
al though somewhat vague, that our Dutch friend is very typical, of the European, in his feelings
toward the U.S. That is, a feeling of both respect and wariness The European. in general, tends
to respect the U.S. on the basis of its military strength, industrialism,competitive and leader-
ship qualities. But on the other hand, the European has u fear of the U.S. for these very same
qualities, for he has yet to actually realize the Soviet threat to world peace in its full extremes.
The Soviet regime has the same qualities as the U.S. (listed above) which has resulted in their
both achieving the sZatus of world powers. With the result that those nations of less power tend
to respect and fear both the U.S. and Russia for the very same reasons. As long as the average
European is kept in ignorancs of the true motives of Russia in regards to world peace. both the
U.S. and Russia will appear to the European, and other foriegn lands. ds being equal in goped
(which we can term power for peaceful purposes) and evil (power for utilitarian purposes). The
Eurvpean finds himself between two forces, both pulling in opposite directions, which results in
his inability to decide which force is more favorable to his cause. Since both forces profess the
same four uutstanding qualifications for world power, the decision for the European is a difficult
one. For he is unabfe to distinquish the %true from the false. And such is the implication of Jan
Joneen. Such must be the case if he is to say that Americans shout WAR. I'm sure you'll agree
with me when I say that the percentage of Americans desiring all-out war with Russia is a micro-
scopic. fraction of a per cent. The whole situation can be expressed in three words. WE DETEST
WAR. I°l]l grant Jan that we Americans have many faults yet to be corrected, but as far as being
war-mongers, i shout an emphatic NO. 1Its the extremell rare young American boy. indeed, who wants
to do battle wi‘h the Soviets. Most men of Draft age w2ll make some form of an aitempt to escape f
the draft as iong as possible, for to do so is only oheying human nature’s law of self preserva-
tion. But underneath the average American boy‘s outward signs of draft didging, there lies that
feeling of patrio“.sm to fight gor our lands liberty and protection, IF the situation so arises.
Such a feeling of loyal¢y doesn’t classify us as war-mongers.

As in all lands, there are many in the U.S. who relish power, hut warfare is just as
detestable to the power-hungry American as to the average citizen. (I realize the term 'average’
is difficult to define, but here I am referring to the general trend of thought of the vast major-
ity of the American populace in regards to warfare.) Americans dre interested in material progress
not the destruction of materials. [ advise Jan to be leary of what he reads in European papers
about the American way of life, especially in matters of conflict with other nations. It is true
we are a competitive people in nature, but at the same time we enjoy seein? the material progress
of other nations. [ feel that Jan should bear in mind that God created ali of us as imperfect
creatures, and we ali have our faults. But no matter how gruesome and disgusting some aspects of
the American culture appear to Jan, he should understand that warfare is not in the plans of the
American individual, as I am sure the same can be said for the majority of Europeans. We have
nothing to gain and everything to lose by engaging with Russia in all-out war, for our prosperit
would drop drastically due to wholesale destruction of materials and manpowar. We have many fauYts
that have resulted from our highly materialistic society, (of which I am bitterly opposed) but
being classified as war mongers, NO: that is not one of our defects. War will not come if you and
I and our brothers all over the world will continualy strive to prevent it.

As far as Syngman Rhee is concerned. °dirt’ was thrown his way because he insisted on
continuing the ¥orean war until both North & South Korea were united., Americans, and especially
the soldiers engaged in that conflict, were (are) sick of the whole state of affairs. The end of
the war was merely another example of the American's detest of war.

Jan should realize that those so-called Americans who shout war at group meetings, are
not only few in number, but also nor necessariiy pro-Americans and probahly have Communistic tend-
encies. (Actually, Comministic isn°t the appropriate word, for the Soviets have nothing even resé-
embling Communism as origionally taught by Marx, a fact that few on both sides of the pond are
aware of. More specifically, the Soviets have Stalinism, or Sovietism.) And then there are those
individuals who are ignorant of the world crisis; they are quite similar to the radical who pio-
claims the 'end of the world,” doing it merely for attention that he has lacked in the past.

I will 1yree with Jan on one point in his letter or rather, a partial agreement, that
being the senseless baning of the U. S. Communist party. For such a move will only drive them
underground and harder to defeat. History has shown repeatedly that the best way to defeat an
idea is to expose it to the public, thereby allowing the public to decide for itself if the
idea or movement should or should not continue to exist. The Communist party.as a resul¢, will noe be
even more underhanded in their actions, which will make the party even more dangerous to our sec-
urity than was previous to the baning. Of course, Jan is unaware, I believe, that the baning of
the party is not contradictory to our belief in freedom of political opinion. For the law says
that if a political party or movement threatens to overthrow the government in power by unlawful
measures, then the government has the right to dispose of the contrary political belief, if
found guilty of unlawful practices. Therefore, the U. S. government considered the Communist
party to be a serious threat to democracy because of its unlawful actioms, which resulted in
the recent baning. This T consider to be o lawful measure, but extremely unwise.

Ray Schaffer
North Canton. Qhio

Dear Lynn,

This is wriften in reply %c Jan Jansen’s letter in your last issue. First let me comp-
liment Mr. janson on his cammand of the Amevican idicm. His use of English is far superior to
that of many U.S. fans, natably, Pete Vorzimer.

Jan wonders if perhaps South Kerea Invaded North Korea. [t svems to me one migh- just
as well wonder if Belgium invaded Germany.

True there will always be hct heds, but when he says, ‘and there will always be mag-
nates, here as well as in Russia...who huve everything to gain by such a course.® I must be-
lieve that he refers to Belgium. [t is not that the American magnaie is more virtuous than “he
European one but that he is more simple. He wants to make money by making Widgets. Not guns
or tanks but widge s. Not'even big war profits can make him happy if he can’t make widgets.

Now we cume to the real reason.I'm writing this letter. Let me quote the whole sen-
tance, ‘But I so know, that contrary to popular.belief, a% every meeting anywhere, be it a
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woman's knitting society, or a spagetti manufacturing plant, some hot blooded American will get up
and shout ‘WAR'.’ We may ask, 'Why is your belief superior to ‘popular belief?' How do you ‘know®
what goes on at ‘every meeting anywhere?' Can you give the name of the person who shouted war at
the last meeting of the Slater Sewing Circle? Surely Mr. Jansen will agree that he has no grounds
upon which to make so all inclusive a statment

I could argue in favor of banning the communist party but I will mereiy point out that it
has not been baned.

The gravest misunderstanding of all concerns leaving the UN and the League of Nations.

Let’s take them one at a time. First the League - I suggest that Jan reread his history
books - for we did not start off so well. The League was WilsonJs idea and the Great Powers did
not support it. The League did not fail because the U.§. withdrew. but beccuse England, France. and
Germany were determined that it should fail. 1If Europe had realy been determined to maintain peace
after the first world war it could have done so without the U.S.

The reason aome have called for the U.S. to leave the U.N. is the suame as the one that
caused us to leave the League. Jan has completly misjubed the cause when he says that it is the
desire to run things ourselves or the refusel to accept a wote. The cause was and is isolationism.
Let me quote the French scholer Ernest Dimnet:

*If 1 want to concentrate, in order to understand it, on American isotaticn, for instance,
I must, first of all, dmpty my sensibilty of all irritation caused by narrow sminded defenses of this
isolation, then I must rapidly people my imagination with sich notions as the bustness of America -
best realised by the extent of its lakes or its deserts, its lack of obtrusivs seighbors, its self-
supporting capccity. and its surprising tealaxation of the words *foreign’ and ‘foreigner:’ I can
remember the Rourmomian taxi driver in New York who once spoke to me of has couniry left twenty years
before, as if he had exchanged purgatory for Heaven: he helped me to understand the Pilgrims, men who
had shaken the dust off théir feet in the old continent- the very reverse of colonists; and the Pil -
grims in their turu. help me to understand the rebelious. defiant ring ¢f the word American in the
newspapers of the pre-revolutionary period I have on a few occasions consul<ed. It is enough. If

I finally remember that Europe appears to the untraveled American as « many mouthed hungry monster,my
concentration is complete. I can think of nothing but the isclation of america and I understand it
so well that, were it not for another set of images near by, I should promptly shme in it. Most
Americans do not hoee another set of images mearby.

Do you think that Jan will agree that people who live in Washington D.C. or Ohio are
better able to understand the desires of the United States than people who live in Belgium?

I regret that some Belgians can not distinguish between the true and fé&lse in most re-
porting done in their newspapers.

Robert Briggs
Washington D.C.

Dear Lynn,
- Jonsen’s letter will probably start a controversy so I might as well stick my two cents
worth in. You are expecting me to disagree with him? Nevah hoppen. Thar may be a slight exager-
ation about America wanting war but that freedom angle hits home and diygys deep  The temporary
squelching of Herr McCarthy was something of a change for the better but 1'm wondering if it will
hold. And if it does will some other froth-mouthed anti-this-and-that creep up and start mugging
for the TV camera and screaming « put ‘left-wing elements® and ‘dangers to ouah fuyuh country®
and calling Communists ‘commonists?' Too many Americans have fallen into the demagogues snare of
reacting automatically to a word. ‘Communist’ and ‘Lousyred' tend to tuxn Joe Suburbia into an
indignant mob member ready to boycott, snub, persecute and generally put the blocks to anybody
that has this kind of a label stuck on him. But what the hell am T yapping about? You've seen
Coup and while it may not express the Fanarchist viewpoint 100% it does give a sampling of some
of the opinions of some of us. Next issue will contain a letter from Jap that sort of points up
what he said in TRENDS.
Just for the record- No Lynn, I'm not a communist either.
Dick Ellingten
Breooklyn N.y,

Yo GAN PE L b
THAT Tw o
STERLING Boy.s

That's gll the letters for this PUr v 2
time, I'l1l undoubtably hear from Jan —121007/,

on this again and if there are any
others that want to be heard, either
pro or con on this subject, lets get
the letters in. We'll be starting on
the next lssue as soon as the mailing
1ls received so get your letters in
early if you want them published.
We'lve got 2 big issue lined up for
next time with George and I telling
lies about the doings at Bellefoun-
taine. You don't want to miss it.
Next to me, George 1s the best liar

I knOWo

S.

e BED) YOUNGE + LyNN
HICIKMAN
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It seems we gob a ottt screwed up in putting this issue out.
For instance 1 0 re o read page 11 of this sterling zine,
please ook for it fcllowing immediately after »page 17. Too much
Jack Danicle T guess. TFurther on in this zine, George refers to
Jack Daniels azs the best Kentucky Sour Mash whiskey. That was a
a mistake, J.D. ig a TENNESSEE sour mash and believe me, there 1is
a difference. Tenn. whiskey is the best in the world and J.D. is
THE best Tenn. whiskey. Don't take my word for it though, Get

PR L

yoursell a botile,

I've just foad sut that I'm a billionaire. That makes me
real happy. Remember how deflating 1t was, a few years age, o
read that someone had figured oult that the human body, when broken
down intc ite basic components of lime, phosphorus, iren, etec. was
worth oniy 9842 But now -- DuPont has come forward with another
standard. The atoms in your body, 1t says, conbtain pouentilal energy
of more than 11,000,000 kilowatt hours per pound. That makes the
average man worrth abous $35.9 Hillion! Happiermr now?

Notviced a fan-type

zine on sale at a
[ Uave 1 BeiN N FANDOM LJ;;;) drugstore in Saginaw
\ WHY | CAN EVEN REMEMBER 1T _ jast week, It was
| BEFORE ELLISON? ; a ninecd zine devoted
- \J to flving saucer newse.

Wn are all these fen
in Saginaw, Rapp? 1
just got back from 3
weeks of work ihere.

This is now the 30th
the rest of this fin-

tonight. George and
I both got cards Trom
Karen saying we were
out if we didn't send
her a card saying ve
were publishing this
time, I thought you

ing before you were
canned.

"I bellieve in work, hard work and long hours of worik,
Men do not break down from over-work, but from worry
and dissipation.!

Charles Evans Hughes

g0 P
#

of May. I hope %o get

ished and in the mails

had to niss your mail-




FANS PHOTO ALBUM

Real, actual, honesh-
to-gosh unretouched
photo of fishecatching,
nidget racer buying,
way up to haell and
gone north wonds type
fan.

photo by Plato Jones
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Wel
like doi
the time

1 T have finally had enough Jaeciz Dantels 01d No.7 that I feel
ng some malling reviews. That's r»ight, meiling reviews,. Now's
Tor all good Tfen 4o catch some =gohoo.

The dotsed lines there above means that some “ime has passed sin=-
ce I typed the last line. This editorisl o sorts 1s being +typed and
composed on the stencil by George Young at tne residence of hils par-
ents Ln Cadillac Mich. ( to paraphrase an old song, Ray Nelson wontd
you pleas= come home, this town 1s deader Suat hell.)

The rascn that I didn't get anymove doune on this last night is
that Lymnn Hickman and myseif were sitting around trying to knock +to
gether some i’=as for a combozine for *he naxh z i

mailing ( this mailin
that is ) of Saps and the more we talkeld “he less I got done.The more
Jack Daniels we drank the more we talked 201 ag 1t ended up I barely
got three Lines down and Lynn only mades ahout three rough sketches of
some things we talked ahout. But boy did we have & gab fest, I +told
lies ahout fans that I knew and Lymn told lies about fans that he had
seen lasely. Then we tallted about how moech: we could kid Nan and Wrai
without either of them getiing mad enough 4o shoot us, Lynn dug out
some old drawings he had sketched of Wrai and we tried to think wup a
couple of punch lines for them. You should sece the results onm  these

pages sonsviere., G{VE ME THE BES7/_ DOC’/

om

Liong through the night we / GOT
talked about Hard Hearted HoSPITALIZATIo N
Howard DeVore and old rolling '—‘\\f/’
blockHead Martin Alger. We did- :
'nt have To tell lies abhout
these two vecause the truth is
worse that any lies we could
think up. We tried to think of
a couple of gimmicke to set
these twu heels fiat on their
fannies Hut couldn't come up
with anything nasty enough.

B the tine you get thls
I hope %o be back among civil-
azation in © ittle town of
Detroit on % iver. People
can say all They want ahout
small toun 1ife and how nice
it is. My only comment is,"
It's for the birds and my Jeet

don't grasp no limbsg"., I'n ’ !
afraid that I have been & Big _ -
Civy lad Soo long to be going

back %o nziture nNoWe JONES

This weaskend I shall be

going down to Napoleon ,0hio NEWS ITEM: llew Jersey insurance
to help Lyan vut out this Come compaiy issues hospitalazation
bozine for operation Crifanac rian for dogse

because he will be moving to a




good stlate on the first of the nonth., What mors could a person want
than to reside in the state of Michigan. Lsk Rapp vihat he thinks abe
out the state o7 Texas., Better yp* don't ask hiw unless vou have seve
eral hours of time to listen to how mualh he ioves all of that cactus

sand and rattle snekes and such. OF course it isn't fair to compare

a fine green state Iike Michigan %o z dried up desert like Texas.

NEWS ITEM: Roger Sims Somevhere behind me, I can recall

quits fandom for the dur- having made some sort of a statement a-

ation of “he suwmox, bout doing gone a1¢1ng reviews. And so
without further adieu I bring you ego-
DOV,

Y e s TO A FAY TNKNOWE:
UT OF GoLk BaLLS/
OUTS1DERS: Hov Wrai, tell John  Pen-
desrson that if he is going
te pass out anymore free lithoed covers
that their are other Smps that would be
willing o take them off his hands. It
sure would dbe sad to think of him Ieav-
ing & buneh of nice lithoed covers lay—
ing around on the basement floor or in
sorie other (Roscoe forbhid) dark corner.
AlL kidding aside I will be writeing to
you one of these days for tthe address of Mr. Penderson, I rnan't seent
to find an address for him kicking around here,
of
One'the things that I 1like about your zines is the fact that I
have not had to use any gimaicks to rezad ther with. Your zines are a-
bout as clear and easy to read as any I've seen. The main thing that
I like about them are your mailing revievs. You uee the same system I
do. First you list the name of the mag and then you talk about some-
thing that has completely nothing to do with the zine at all. And in
my opion that is the best possible review that most any of these lit-
tle gems should recieve.

I like the Tact that you talk z2bout such mmudane things as guns.,
Music, girls, old time western gun-men, experiments 1n Hi-Fi phon-o-
graph, women, and other such stuff, I'm afrzid that in the last cou-
ple or so years That I have pecome prebly fead up on the bull-shit of
the Young intellectuals that seerm to abound in pleanty around here. I
hope to be a steady listener al your mailing revievs

I just read the stories on Wyait Earp, sohnny Ringo, Doc Holli~
day and someone whose name escapes me right n J (I'm doing these re-
views at the Hickmen home about 20C milies from my folks place and the
magazines these stories were in) in Eluebook, Argovv and such in the
last few months. Know any interesting facts aboult these or any other
wild men of the west. Thanks for the Tacis on Wees Hardine

0y

DODO #5 & #6  Han! I never laughed a

rn days as that pictire of
can anyche be so mean and no+ cive you pi
like that. I think that thelir is more en
than I have seen in 3 lot of fully typed

hing so much in all my bo-

-L
7ou on the cover of #5, How
&

i
dD ch

¥

credit for a work of art
t 1nmeau value in that »nic

pa in other saps zines.

;.

|
2

o
ag

.
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You sure seem to have your troubles wien it comes stencil cut-
ting time., I doan see what you think is wrong with your cutting th-
ough Except foi-the 1 &awg¢n control or the Typer you seem to do a re-
al fine .o.m Y 1 worrie Hon miteh. = ;



THE HAPPY SAP: H1 Norm, glad to see you aboard the good ship sap. I

] enjoyed your zine very mich. Fred Remus can at least
type agd ditto so that the copy comes out =lear, It's too bad that he
can't draw a better illustration. I realize thet hecause of your liv-
ing on the ¢ther side of that big pond that you =an't send a'sap mag
out across the sea, but couldn't you cu* the ditto masters and send
them to.Frgd_to run off. The thing I am trying %o say is that I Iike
to see.lnd1V1dualism in a sap mag, Sorta let the personality of peo-
ple.shlne through the pages of their zins2, And with Remus doing the
typing, layout, and drawing it looks just 1ike another Remus mag with
you as guest columnist. At least keep writines thouzh. It is always so
nice to have the viewpoint of someone who is not in the middle of all
the same messes as yourself,

SPY RAY OF SAPSs See what I mean Norm? Here Is a lad that couldn's

pub his mag because tne army just wouldn't wunder-
stand such thlings. But he did cut the stencils, steal his own artwork
plan his own layout, ect. The only similarily between his mag and Nan
Shares' is the fact that they were both done in black on white paper.

Now lcok here Eney, Jack Daniels is not a false Ghod, Jack Dan-
iels is the best Kentucky sour-mash Whiskey made, and you can't hard-
ly get them kind no more, and they're the best, toce

Rich, tell me what-in-fell does ( haba~tilde-nero ) mean. When
Boger Sims and myself get together with some of the other younger fan
type critturs in Detroit, we usually wind up around midnight going to
the Dakota Inn, a german Rathskeller on Detroit's North side. This is
a nice rocking joint where you can get slightly noisy, slightly bawdy,
and good Culbacher beer and Knockwurst Sandwiches. Roger is tone deaf
but he dosen't let this stand in the way of singing. We usually sing
gentle 1ittle songs such as Christopher Columbo, Roll Your Leg Over,
Du Du Lekst Meir Ein Hartsen, Eich Bein I'n Musicantay, (I'm not sure
of the spelling of the last two songs) the Quatermaster Song and sev-
eral dozen more. In the Quatermaster Song we have even got to For It!
s seven up, seven up, seven up, that makes it all come up and We had
to carry Harry to the Ferry, We had to carry Harry to the shore, but
I don't recall any haba-tilde-nero??? Maybe I didn't pick up as much

Japanese as 1'd thought I had.

Oen of these days I have been thinking about colectlng some of
the most popular beer drinking songs and space ballads and putting a
one-shct together. Their are a couple of boys on the west coast that
I weet &t the Friscocon that had made up some ¢f the Ghed-dammist new
space songs set to popular music. Then we could all sip our new~clear
fizzes in theginsurgent manner and sing hawdy ballads together, Hah.

NANDUs

NANDIDN'T




TALES FROM UNCLE REMUS: Frad I

really
enjoyed this little gem. ‘It was
cbout the funniest thirn~ in  the
issue, Hah.

TO COSWAL FROM U.R. I sorry

but I fail
to see what all the shouting is
about. This c¢lub has needed some
thing 1like this U9 4 long time
Just o find out il the clul was
made of the gtern stvlf i4 brag-
ged of. I can't sae where Coswal
has done one 1ittle iy of harm
t0 SAPS. In fact he hus given it
the kick in the asg that it has
needed for ouvite some tine, One
thing though, I think that the S
APS have come through with f£ly-
ing colors. For the first  time
in ages we had Four (count ‘em L
Four ) people running for OBE. As
far as I can tell three of +them
wanted the office real bad.Now I
ask you when have we had "inter-~
est Iike that in a SAPS election %% I think that we are going to
show g lot of improvement in SAPS all the way around.

I can't help but think gf the simalarity between all this and
the STF story, The World 0f A , Remember what happened when Venus
was invaded and the dictator said, Here we are, guns and il and I
am going to make gll you anarchist toe the line, Sad case, Eh??

Course these kill or cure tactics don't always work, or am I
wrong there. I can remember when Alger tried this sort of thing on
the Detroit fan c¢lub and they just went slowly to hell. Now we got
a few 0ld friends in Detroit instead of a fan club and somehow 1%
seems' a hell of a lot better that waye.

PET WE MAKE 500 PAGES THIS TIME

SAP ROLLER: Hey Herness how about some art work for my zine. See
howv nice I treat artwork. Nice clear copying and 1t
will he offget press run too. How can you lose.

SPACEWARP: I'1]1 be dammed if JT'11 double type the title of your
zine. Remember me, I knew you when you were ~ just a
pipe and had nothing more than a pan of jelly.

You say you will make a fan type fiction chacter out of DeVore
and here I been thinking all along that's who you had modeled Mor-
gan Botts after. After all they're both drunken fannish slobs. How
did you get the Ides that Howard lacks an abnormal personality of
the true fannish nature.

Thanks for printing the Nippon and Asahi Dbeer labels. It br-
ings back old menorles. Ghod. how many quarts of that stuff I went
through on R & K. The best foo.

—_



SAGELRUSH #= &#fl EvasI can't understand just why a supposed a-
WYOMING BRONC #5 &#6  dult like yourself would want to put pictures

of little Beaver, hecrses, jackasses, and hor-
ses asses on the covers of Scisnce~flction fan magazines.

Lynn Hickman wants me %o say that you zan de whatever you want
to do at conventions and we will do what we want to do at cons. The
way we tfigure. i1f our con reports obring more gocd drunks iike Randy
Garreist and Joe Gibson and us to the cons then maybe we can mooch us
some free Jack Daniels, Besides we ars getting lired of buying hooech
for furshiuginer free ioaders iike Lsze Jacobs. We need a couple mora
BhfKEFS Toin people to help (share the) 1nad these boys,

For vour information, Harook 1s proncunczed like hair-ook, Last
sillyble i3 prcrncunced like book. DeVore.. Dee like Vee, Vore rhymes
with fore., I:'s not an 0ld golf pre he'ls Just an old pro-neothing.

T 1iked Mills review of the Conguest of Space but how could he
sum up by saying he liked it. I came away feeilng sick and shudder-~
ing with disgust. The way they used up tons of hydrazine and nitric
acid in stupid manuvering and two fools hanging on the outside skin
of the ship,while it's tiasting all over space under several G's ac-
celleration, being connected to the ship by two thin cables that wo-
uld have snapped like & piece of thread in a tornado. But instead of
being both o¢f them killed by this big, glowing, spheriod, that comes
sneaking up silently ( I don't mind it being big and silent ) one of
them has to get killed by screaming meteorites o And the acting ~ was

Yo Thelr is no other word that could describe it better, I like
that word, Hzsmmy.Over acting,the rotien psychology of the dime novel
chacters that were about as true to 1life ag Frank Merriwell, boy he-
ro, and Ghe complete reversal of chacter cof several of the main act-
ers made for a real lousey picturege And vou can't hardly get thoes
kind no more, unless thelr called seclence filetion movies,

The vnly Eood Fantasy movie that I have seen lately was The Re-
turn of The Creature (from the black lagoon). Most of the scenes we-
re sheot in Florida and the acting was about as gecod as can be eX—
pected from HollyWood. Off hand, I can't even remember any technical
errors having been made in the film, Only other good movie in years
was War of The Worids.

I enjoyed the bulletin from Northrop Alrcraft. I didn't partic-
ularly enjoy Sagebrush #l. I'm not much for poetry. It seems to me
that people that pub poetry, pub any peetry that comes along,good or
bad, with nc discrimination. I think that you should spend a =~ litiie
of your time editing the stuff you prins.

ROTOSCOPEs & I See Coswal, some people put the name of the . maga-
zines so that you can get Egcboce.

You sure did give the old club a jolt, Hake Their were a few of
the membersz that thought you were just kidding. I wasn't one of thmm
I am sorry that some of them got sc made, but since that was the i-
dea of the whole thing I guess I'11 just Laugh instead. Some of them
will rant and rave and fall by the wayside, tut 20 mailings from now
ve will probably still be getting Coswalzines In The same blue=-green
ditto ink.

In case you are stili wondering whe ihe ciaer collectors in De-
troit are their names are Ed Kuﬁs anl Gaorge Young, well naizh,
— b-




CLAUDIUS #~ I got o willion lauvghs ond of your Paro-“ of discharg.

I cap'ts ast 1 sympathdloe ¥ith Your ten day gover-
nt,free. bosh ride, You ﬂL." try one o the two week excnrsions

1, . .
across the de-“_) that Unoale =0 nios 1ln passing out.

v.u haek 1n celviilan 1ife Ciaud. You continually do
;ﬁa» gng interesting. Keep er comming. I csn only
Lheorigly Tor anyone Thgt woulld reside in Texas. OF
ot
Ce &

in the army and Texas bobh the came time, like

N8 a

au@hu, it any
wway Trom & uatlon-
afraid that he Juula hare to
for an old frland, when the

200 milies away, I just can'y

. cop
speni -
eon was
stand,
IGNATZ L. ere with your mgg in hle hands
) 'aw:ng 7 Share, a wonderivl
cartoon ny PL lousy drawving by Share, ect.

I thirk aie + gortha L‘.L.-Du. W“H*r don's you
gquite running ca2boons by Plato Jones. I you had any
spare arht wory kKicking aroand like the ftwo on page 1“ &
11 why don't you be sweat and send them an %o N""u,.

15

Girl are vuu quq"n thJ do want te apdligize to Howard for. I
corld understand if you had sald something nice about him . bat - you
shouwld never tuink twice abhout insitlag him. AlL his best friends
do you know. We &1l »2alize that bo stay aiead of him we have to be
one Insult ahead of Lim, and even then 1t sometimes doesn't help.

GASP: I seen fo shere the vieus exprassed in your mag, oa  sport

cars. e goh & nice line of paﬁher, nice layout too. Why
don't yoii seperate your mailing eomments a little more. Who wants
to wﬁde Throngh all dhadh erud Just te read their own egoboo..

WELL-WISHTNG HOW T0 R, T. BIRLE: Walt how cow

— vou pult some

thilng iike this in the mailing. 0Of

sourse I reallze that the Bible is

avoul the oldest fantasy but it is

ot my idea of WHTWlng fan type of
naterial. Nevew again, Hud..

»d tudls be t¢ \O nark for nowe
Lynn and I have %o e up to my hoe
uge Sonight, I'n serry that I didnt't
have the time to finnish the
review of the rest of the mail
ing. ¥ hore that you &1l re=
ciaved the post malling that T
sant oule i vul justa lifsie
effort inte ithe derm thing.

i Anpe o £

o

&)

s@e sonme you at
the nidwesteon abhout maili Sl

S - dete,
AND, now we Dring joc the midnightl
co fen g e ey 9 ey - .
show, dive, frow the Gayely Durie Rozcoe be praised,
sque in asvnﬁown Datroit. :
a7



FANS PHOTO ALBUM

This photo of the
magazine swappin,
Bible readin',
honest, big-hearted
type of fan was
taken in the city
of Dearborn, Miczh.

photo by Platc Jones
i s
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