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CECI EY CELa

Thers's so much material in thie issue by othsr peopls that i almost can't call
this an individzine. But the very first Sustaining Progrem had at least one plece
of outside authorship in it. Good contributions are always welcome. Probably seo
many came to me these ilast few monuhs becduse OF By YSCenl SXCUrsisiis L0 NON-Fnin
sublishing.
The lettering herain gets worse every %bime i trace it, I think i'll

go back to itypewritten titie headings.

Jack Speer

5229 Universivy Way

Senttle O Wn

REMARKS ON THS THIATY-THIRD MAILING Pp i
This wae about the right size for a mailing. 4

QUOTEJORTHY GUOTES BY
The Puritan precccupabtion with guestlons of right and wrong.

IMFLICATIONS OF AN ATOMIC WAR Pp &, &
Vaybe this information of Gardner's has beoen published eleewhere

Ly other authors, bub i don't happen to have sésn ib (or haven't

uappened to see it),

DUNEELBERGER DICTIONAKY _ P9
Af%er copying many pages of material by him.

MAN SAGT" Pp 10, 11
Stef triumphant.

REJECTED - SOUTHERW STAR Pp 12, 13, 14
We teke advantage of the relativity of values to declare that
vhatever Js is right.

THE BEST IN SCIENCE, rICTION ¥p 15, 26
Nr Swisher reviews ine dream book.

ITEMS PROM #Y sSCRAPROOKS P 17
I comit the uni'orgivezble cin of helping 2 new fan to publish
hig first fanzine.

LAST STOP TO LIMBD P17
If all men have a right to live, have not ali ideas, regardless
of quality? 0

More QUOUTEJORTHY QUITES 218
{ didn't know just how the material for this issue would come out.,
and found 1 had a page left over.

We are happy 1o nove, by the absence from our notes folder of the slip on which we
 kept track of them, thot all the combinations of title and date lettering shapes
for the cover seem to have been used up. So now we can return to the straight-
across letlering practiced during the African exile. Our cover illustration, by
the way, is entitlied 3i.35.
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REMARKS ON THE THIRTY-THIRD  MAILING
Gontez, 1 am frustrated. Porhaps due to the snell number of review sections jin the
last mailing, dut certainly wore due 4o comothing olse, i am still without a single
comment on the Neglectod--imanves & Salactio Roomers drama. Tell me frankly, ocomes-
body: Are you keeping silewt hoeause it's 30 embarressingly bad, or e it that the

play was doo dully meldlocve Por ampthing to be said about 147

In the Faatasy Amatcur L sheuld harve givem the dates of emendments since the lrab
edition of the eomztitution wos pudlished hy Aohlep, but thore was one that i could-
n't dig up e copy of anyuhere, theugh 1 wrote 1t into the dooument, from hearsay.

' Now as {0 these new amendwenbte. I'm not yet clear on what eecurity bonding

gives, end whether to collect on 1% wo'd have 10 sulmit sn erring treasuror 0 prac-
tically criminal prosecubion. Wor an 1 et all cure thot we need to bond the itreasurer.
Though some officers have been lax in the past, i kunou of nc casc whore they falled
to ever turn over the treasury. I think we ought to reject this amendment and walin
and £ind cubt how honding works with the NFFF, vhere it has yet to be performed. AT,
tell us what it coets, how much %trouble it 1s, kip. A8 to the duss rrise, there seemw
ro need for it et 2ll. Trus, our treasury winked out of existence last year, but the
zoenster milings of the war ysaro seem vnlikely 4o be dupllcated for some Limo now.
The expenses on the fall mailing that i put ovt were about #18, which would be jush
about right for en organizetion with an sgsured income of 455 per year. Thai mailing,
you'll remember, acowmulated over & perlod of mmay months; moreover, it was sent cub
from the northwestorn cornsr of the country, from which posgtal rates ars hignest.
Thon, t00, two dollmrs a year soems proivbty steep 4o some pecople; i know some pros-
nective mombers wan are uncertain of the advantoges offorsd by FAPA, and hesitete

at the dues of one dollar. Lstle sec if we can't get by on the present budget. The
bYime may well be at hand for a general revision of the constitubion, but 1 intend to
vote against hoth rf those amendmenis.

Yipe! Widner sends me some news liemz unsuib~
able for Stofnews, and i pubt “hom in Sustainine Prosram, thinking they're unlikely to
be noted by anyons else; and lator £ind them repeated, from originel sources, in half
z dozen different fhzines.

Kenneoth Pomnell road Allegory the best way, with me at
rand 1o ask vhat this or thad represenis. Bubt a ckeleton key suggesiion ralses the
question whether the profit is worth it, =nd a prosumption that it's noil.

Fan-Dango: The way poople are belng cleared off the roster, it secms unnecessary at
present to ccnoidar raieing the mezbership 1imit o 75. Our waiting line is moving
elong very briskly. I thizk the real rcason for seubdiment in favor of 75 1s that 65
geoms such en odd misher. Tonsider it this way: It means that you havo 64 readers,
the cube of four. lilezb, ~B2i? Flease, don't repeat thet Imerely ten more tume of ;X:
“he cranki argument witheut meebing the srgumente i've already given which peint out
that nuch wors than ten exirn cranitings 1z irnvolved.

Lichscher tries out lots of his
gaze on us in person before pubting thom in Wgli's Wramblines.

Fantasy Jackpot: I
wish that whoover wrote it had been wors explicit at the begimning of Mighty Men in
Ravei Lsgend, @s to what he intended to writo ebout. The summaries of legends are
only wildly engaging, as is so often true of the fype. ' My individuael impression
ip thet ThHe Marching Song of the New Intellasctusle is terrifie, Tho slightly raggod
stanze Forms well suggest the unpolishing temper of the times, and the language hes
en opigremmatic quality. I dorn't remember seolng any other critlciom of just the
thing lLleber is driving at. Since this is written by a pro suthor, i wondexr if thie
isg i%s first publication. '?! Greatly needed before wny development of a histomap
be undertaken, ig a clezar idea of the standerds by which the relative widih of banda
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» debermined. Sparks consiructed the bands in hig Histomap of R?llgion ?n'
i;ilb::ii of importanez Prom the 1liberal Christian (probebly Uaitarian) v1awpo;n§;
which would probably be closest Lo that of mest of his customers, inshend of on &
counting-noses basis. Moreover, as laney's remarks point out, it should be decided
whether the vertical bends shall represent mediums (pulp magazines, stage playe.,)
or types (eociological, space opera.,). If bands represent the former, the latior
will be noted in print at various placse on different bands; and vice-versa. .

In
4 Tale of the 'Evang, the verse section is sppalling. It's no sufflcient defence
for this Guestuff to say that it has a market and therefore fills a need. To oper-
ate on that premise is almost to hand yourself over to the Palmer theory, LHow
could we have the biggest circulation if we weren't the beettl

, I'd have a great
deal more to say on The Timebipder if i hadn't peeked at the next issue, in the
pame mailing as this SP, and seen many of wy objections competently hendled. '!

I must record amazement that GEvans thinke the churches should not concern, them-
selves with politiocal and eccnomic problems, legislation, or business practices.
The anly churches that are worth the powder to blow them up ars those who have
turned from narrow absorption with sin, salvetion, and Imner Peace, and dsclared
that there are issues of right and wrong in the everyday work of the world, snd
vherever there is a question of right and wrong, religion offers a guids. As for
the cathedrals, they are at least thinge of beauty. Since men shall not live by
bread alone (Doesn't it say that in the Constitution?), there is some value in them;
thare's little reason to believe that funds contributed to bukld them would othsr-
wise go to feed the poor. '’ One of the main peeves 1 have against our duplicate
aystem of capital and lower-case lettere is the sase with which the mesning of a
word can be obscured by making its first letter a capital. "Him and His Son and
All the rest"--sic. Let's look at the phrase "Infinite Will", to which Tripoiil as-
_;><i cribes all things good and helpful. It's an avoidanes for "Cod", of course. But
' what would it mean in its own right? Weé lmow, more or less correctly, what "infinite”
means in mathemstics. UWe understand, somewhat foggily, what we intend by "will" im
simple statements lile "He didu't have the will to go thru with it." But can the
meanings of the two be made 1o come together in anything significent? T think not.
Nor can more be said for "Supreme Bsoing, Mind, Will, Power or whatever He or It may
te, that 1s Infinite in Imowledge and ability". It can be demomstrated that a mind
with Knowledge of what it will thereafteor decide, and Power to change that declision,
e is a self-contradictlon. '' Crede's are not argumente, and 1 looksd for some argu-
mente %o support all theae beliefs. Moet of theose edvanced, however, are inopera-
He tive because they assume the thing they're trying to prove. Croutch tries to eox-
h’ plain Pfen's rejection of the deity ame due %o limited imagination. Yet those imegi-
Duwk,| nations have been able to work with the conscepts of infinite espace, space-time, aad
theories of value ~ they are not "so finite &s to be paralyzed et the thought of
something bsyond them” - because evidemce and resson demand that these incomprehen-
sible concepts be worked with. Lét remson demand the recognition of God (les is
franker in his terminology than Everett ie), and then you may demand that Eineteln
and Edison forsake their 1nfidelit§. (I am oware that Eddington is a Queker., and
has used the supercession of the old physics to try teo open the door for religiom
again; but these soft-minded fentasitsa' return to religion has gone far past the
point where Sir Arthur would support them, ) 'Y Contimuing to essume what he 1s
or should be trying to prove, les-instances children trusting their parente. Bub
this iz only in point if God exists as 2 grallel to the parentas. There is the ob-
vious difference that children lmow 1t's the parent speaking whem o promise is made,
and experience shewc they'll deliver the goods or show the reascn why. Again his
assumption is cbvious when he says "Yet when we do kmow it will all bs so simple es
to make us feel rather aghamed of out own stupidity." The classic cartoons of the
athelst arriving in heaven are amuelng, but there is nothing in the naturc of pen
and inkt which mekes that which they deplict a stubborn reality. The "faith® that
Les invokes is one of those two-valued words that will-to-believers dote on. "Faith"
in one sonae iz reasonable reliance based on past sxperiences. e Bible felitl s
“the evidence of things hoped for; the subatence of things nob seenl. It ic invekod
o urge people to believe whal reason rejecets but childhsod dralning and
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tent, soft-minded man's neods, 1load peonle to look fovr. '!' I is shocking 4o
find somecne in this day end ege who believes that the Ten Commandments Leover
veryuhing one hundred persent.® The worst thing about them is that they are flat
rules, whersas wodsrn ethics belisves that certain values—I{reedon, kininess, hu-
man personslity, beauty--are more important than sny rules, and rules are hound
%o run counter to them sometimes. "Thou shalt not kill." Are you e conscisntious
objector, Les? ¥Thou shalt not teke the name of the Lord thy God in wein.™ Surely
there are more importent things than this to prohibit. HThou shalt not commit
adultery.” 1I'11 not embarraes sone religiouc fen by =sking how they fsel about
this. "9ix days shals thou labor®, "Thou shalt not make unto thee sny graven iw-
ags, or any likeness of any thing that iz in heaven above, or that is in the carth
benceth", "Phou shalt uo% coved”, and others ars prohibitions given to a primitive
socisty, with Jittle important appliscztion in the free America of the twentlieth
century., Ogversely, i could name hundrede of situations which the Doenlog could
not cover without a great deal of help from othsr rules and principles. No amcunt
of torturing of ites language will provide a gulde to simple questions like this:
Is golng home this Chrigimas an vnjustifiable expense? Shell i conceal my defencs
under 2 general denial?  Is 1% all right to Joke about prisots? (If you could geb
an answer out of the Decalog, it would probably be wrong.) Should L vots to float
his loan? How much should 1 give the Community Chest or the Red Croes? Should i
invite my wife to the conventiom? Iz it all right to spill the dirt on him if i
don't mention any namea? ‘' Everett's God ig a good deal more imwanent than the
one that Leslie exchanges refreshing wisecracks with. When EEE {talks about the
Infinite Wili's plans for men, pardon, Plans for Man, and hopes that presently we
shall be ready to accept its next commands, tho proposition practically boilsc dowm
to his previous statement thav there is a discernible direction in History. I have
already sketched 2 demonstration that this belief amounte to little more than saying
that what happens, happens. And sinee "A 48 A" is a meaningless statement, 2 dreed-
LUh DUBPLeU AV e s U wpuih LVGLS ' G00. L0 puu b concretely: Wnau dirrersnes may
be expected in the way things heppom, whether (1) There is an Infinite Will with a
Plan for us which we perversely refuse to follow Tor agee at a timo, and which Plan
the human race maey never carry oub, or (2) The universo is a purely material thing,
but tho psychology of certain oxerescencea on it ie such that with particular {typec
of adjustment of their relations, called representative government, clivil rights,
leindneso, public education., the majority of the excrsscences can exporience more
"happiness? than "unhappinesca®™? '! It really has beon shortened. TI'd intcended to
issue a }opey covering this and tho proposed amendments. '’ Only a word or two inre
Rothuan's excellent report. Does the incontrovertible existence of atroecliles in
this wat prove that the atrocity stories of the last war were trus? '' Dear vid
Edward Elmer. I mind me at the Chicon, ho was marvsling to an etbtentive group of
balmazquere that this purely mental thing, an idea, a thought, could cause a physi-
cal object like a muscle 4o change shape and contract. When 1 briefly suggesicd thet
the mind-body probiem was no problem, thzt both were phyeical events, his facs held
the blank surprise of one vho hau for tho first time Menrd the Bible's authority ques-
tioned. In short, Skydark's canonization of the mertyr Evens: does not impress me.
He's 9%31l a good author. ' Spence: Does "we are a much nicer race than we give
ourgselves a chance to be” mean that eocioty as it is gives froe play to man's worst
inpuvlses while supprassing much of the geed? '! HNarry has put his finger on an
interecting phemomenon, in the refusal of pecple to sympathizs with tense enotional
noments in movies. Bubt an aversion to worrying ceems heardly the best explenation.
Isnit it rather an aversion to sentimentelity, which is oie of the moet remarkable
emergences of the past 50 or 100 years? And for réasons that i'm still trying to
fathom, humor seems to have talen over sentimentelity's duties as the grsat cush-
loner. 1I'd like to hear some discussion on thie. *'' My sympathies aro entirely
on Tripoli's side in the exchange with Tom Cardner. T3G's attempt to ring ina
biological law to explain the unwarranted esseriion that something ebout conscicn-
tlous objection keeps COs out of the ranlts of greatnees, has a pseudoscientific odor.
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The zliternatives that Gardner assumes, fiéht or be exbeyminated. do not corrcspon.
to the way the U0 see it, so hhey haven't made the choice that he ilwmubtes to bhhu.
Bvane should know that there are many coneclﬂntxou objectors who ara nol relizioe
the USA has been criticized for not giving them the same privilege {altho it's oiten
granted anyway) thet they have in Englemd. It ie amusing bo notice how ZEE bristle
toward Tom until the latter repsete the holy bremide "if evc*vbod agresd, then Lz
would Do very little progress", whersupon everything is X. T 1) bet Widger
groaned when Tripoli, commeniing on his letlsr, epproved the idea of ”Uﬂ&qwu men
getting tegsthsr and pleanning things for o cowmnity, bui Plrmpprq"nﬂ of 01auﬂing
by a bturegucracy. (3111 bet, "burcaucracy” hes heen wordth wlllicns of vetes Lo the
Republicen pariy.; OF courae, planning by e for-ndpy ogoency goet »rong somebimos
But isn't it obvicus thal pleaning on more than 2 coutamity ceale le nesded in the
modern world? Anc dossn't = cuar4w¢nn enter your mind, it the place bucinessnon
mke may not prowste the general welfere?

Vihentior I
the passage, "... is certminly ans of “exrl SN bsﬂt ztor
study that construction, and lst'e have no wore of the

)

a
such~and-guch %is one of the, if oot fhe. best oborie:

'ﬁeke;@z 5 renc

a i, WA
most welcome, Altho ke guwesmssd wrong 96 the elaction, 1 gebl the feeling thot most
of his remerits zre deopendable. Do you have that joke in fread Iritainm too, Dougt
78 have prec¢sely the same one here, execept thet it's in fterms of doliars instead
of ghililings, and the lest buzinessman hes a ceat-plus contrach =nd w’lm mal » {fivae
dollegs on the bill, No, the lack =f leglitimate thoatove in exall toxne of the US

is not simply dus to distances. Of course, we have high school rlays in any COMBLR~

nity; i don't know whsiler you have those. But ths absence of Llittlo theater groups
is due %o the American's heing satisfied with the movies; or if ne is nob, having

no reason Lo belicve thei stzge plays would be mors satisfring. rrﬁ“uibml'w 2ll the
echool plays put on are comediec of a very crude sort.

45 &g

The Meg Withouv a MBang: Uarncr'z articl: ia okey. Mozt of these introduchions £y
otvisulers gsoand nuch aliks; perbeps a e%wly chould bs mide, and 2 comnesite inbroduc.
ticn, superior Lo any one of them, writhen.

Milgy's Meg: Shucks, Mili, i don't thiuk
“tout de suite” and "e'il voue plait" give any mixing-languages difficuldy. They wer
commen around home, in the amazing promunciation that Dad brot bhack from France, and
are fairly widespread in Engliah usage.

vieed, read mighty well, "BIeod like Borscht in the Streets”, 8 Bex
w0 a 1&1’", kip. UWay, ML, 1'w afreid Sem Youd “seat both you and me in p"oduc.ng a
two-continent lanmag.

Milty's Hap egain., The daily uothes, unre-
PR .
¥}
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1¢%4 Fanzine Yearbook: When you have 'em printed, you might as well get plenty of
copies.

Inspiration. All you need is e lever long enuf, a fulerum, and a place to stand.

As to Tizht, I ot the inpreneim thet Croutst 20esn't kpow when rs stirds @ atory
how it's gorra end. ? derapte's advize Lo ackerman sounds like eomebhing out of

a oubble~guz wrapper: And here's another opportunity For self-improvementn, fellows.
Flas. your l-dots to the right and you'll have attentlon o detail and a good me.ory.
"' A little commonsense semantics should suffice o end these debates about who won
the war., Uhat poesible situation do they have in minl which would dramstize the cor-
tontion that the British, or the Russians, or the Amaricans won the warf '' I'd 1ile
for someone to find the pdint at which fornch hseame 2 synonym for rosebud. In the
begimming, as i recall, it was just a manle-word. "' Giboon's deseriptive paseage

is quite good. '' Nubts, Les. Freedom to publish povnography has nevor been one of
the Anglo-Saxon freedoms ‘for whish thousdnds of uur soldiers ere dving on the batilc
ground for to defend”. Thc trouble with your objacticr that Iﬂﬁng" ghould have ap-
proschsd the problem in i gentlemanly way, 1s thai gentlemanly spreals in the nanh




have had little effect. Too many people feel either that there's no difference
setween right and wrong, or that, as concerns any mather pertaining to sex, ths
individual must be the sole judge of hig own actions. It's obvious from the Post
Office Department's reply to me, that they would muach prefer thet people exercise
self-censorship, If you were willing mot to do comething, would you turn around
and do it just because you found out it wes againet the law? I Wollheim told you
that republication of X1 in FAPA or elsewhere might lead to supplementary 1libel
proceedings, would you publish it juet %o show him he can't "blackmeil® or "hrow-
beet" you?  in )
The Véice is very wslcome, thovgh containg some remarks that 1'd protest
if i thot there were any chance of ther winning over the FAPA. '' Conadian cents
pass at par down here, and i think i palmed off s George V dime on the trancit ays-
tem. Perhaps not much of it gets into thie country becausse most touring is in the
other direction. I do hepe the two systemws will metch up again apres la guerre;

it was so nice of the Canucks to adopt our denominations, twould bs & shame o loss
the advantages for internatiomal commerce. '' UWhers did all you guys get the idea
that some words are obscene per se? I know of no legal basis for this, and certainly
some writers, such as Steinbeck, have gotten away with them. It's.the total effect
on imprescionfible minds that is looked to. Sure, as regards indirect obscenity,

"you could always take the stand that there was nothing actually dirty about it",

but you'd have a tough time wersuading a jury. Natch, there are some words that

can hardly be used except obscensly, save in a philological publicaiion. Philolo-
gicel publications use them. '' Phooey on your smatenrish excursion into philo-
logy, though. If you insist or using "Vensrian®” for "Venusian®, logic compels you

to abandon the other anzlicized forme Mercurian, Martian, ebe. And since you insist
on speaking ILatin when the word is derived from latin, you'll have o make the propsy
modifications for number, caee, gender, aic¢, every time you use "Venerian®,

Horizons takes the prize for the sagest obsarvation of this malling., "Although the
situation is just now a bit muddlied, it sesms quite likely that the surrender of
Japan will materially shorten the dursiion of the war." !'' Woollcoti'’s imtroduc~
tion to the ML edition of Oarroll gives onag awful exemple of a pun in tramslation.
In place of tortoise~taught us, we get chelonee~guel long nez. '' The Methodist
church ien't one of the small gects flatly oppesed to war, but their policy during
the late unpleasantness was to support any member who had conscisntious objections.
Draft boards are eager to avoid the impasso of an inductee who refuses te soldier
and cen only be thrown in jail. !' Before a general survey of fantasy in poetry
is undertaken, it should be gotten clearly i1 mind that not everything that hes a
"fantastic" effect is fantasy in our sense of the word. Too nuch verse has been
published in the stef pros which actually wis not fantasy. The only roliable gulde,
it seems to me, is subject-mattser, not treaiment. I haven't remd any of the fuimn
stories that were written in blenk verse. [ thot the blank-verse passages of Moby
Dick very good, but one critic claimed that no good prose should be scanneble., *!
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Would it be necessary to gt cometitubtional authorization for the secretary Lo pur-
cheso back mailings Trom retiring memberas? The whole surplusiock setug has been
sarried out without constitubional guides, 7' When Wo Were Very Young is & good
department Lo institute.

Lowndes' besis idea in his Indirection artisle in Af{erthought seems sound, !
Isn't it possible that some sounds in music have particuler emotionsl effects Lo~
caune sinilar sounds in nature are sasociated with types of enelion-producers?
lov %ones, for instanca, go with bigress, And at less! some scunds heve a puraly
direect effect on the sysitem--the aresch of chalk on'a blackboard.
Giand to see

Reader and Collector back, In Butman’s zssay, it's obvious that he ien't thiniing
in our categories--the designation he gives fantasy, "mythologicael fiction®, showe
that--but we can learn a lot frow his investigations and conclusions. His argumenis
thet our present background 1s ascientific, not religious, sre somsthing thet 1 nuet
ghow & very intelligont sementic cripple at school who thinks Christlienicy is tne
domlran® intellectual element ia our culture. ThHe remark that modern science seom-
ingly rendering anything possible has revived supernatural beliefs, suggests o coupic
of thick stf pulps. °*' Just once wore, Heck. Do you want to receive these fanzinass
that you commend, but which you say are non-fantasy? HMany ¢f them would not be pub-
lighed if they couldn't go out thru FAPA. VWhy hobble your own wishes with idece
about what is and isn't "propsr" for the Fantusy AFPA?

Pnentagrapiis: The excerpt
from Friar Bacon haz the startling modernity of a translatién of Thukydides. Lowndes'
somnets are oxcellent, even if lacking in originality.

. Fhanteaphere: I likaed, bhetter
than this cover, a cartoon reproduced in the Ohristian Science Monitor., Two circles
nose Lo noge, On carried the rather scared face of the world. The other was the
whreatenlng visage of the atomic bowb. The iagend: "Well?!

Pan-Tods: "arrange cix matchea 40 forw four equilateral triangles" is easy for the
tetrahedion publisher, '! The tombsiténe for Amazing Siories was cute. '' Unfor-
tunstely, Vr McCann, often the interest® return of capital does not represent iight-
ened labor, but rather arbtificielly cr¢ated and valueless new -devand, or legsl rob-

bery, or some of the other quaint ways of making moolah, ‘' Tut, loomis; twine of
difierent sexes are alwsys fraternal. fnever identirel. '' What're all the exhibite
for, Norm? ‘' And there's a restorstion of Stonshenge on the banks of the Coluwhia

River. 1 mean reproduction. '' 3 Pyehrm Hvlpxnkt wee fanish. Say, i've justthot
of somebhing. Aren't ccded meseasges k. lot like Forty Million Menkeys? '' Taking
"sense” in senee of hwwor/faniasy to “iean something sbout aemsation rather than seno -
ing, i'd agree with you, '! I'm suryrised anyone could read that "epiphenomenaliszm®
superimposition. Mo, it waz intended to sugzest that my behevioristic self immedi-
ately decided whers 1 wanted to live, and ithen my consclousness tagged along, invent-
ing the reasons given in my article, ' I love the Degler-Shaver ruror, and cotffec
arz tooiiu ‘' I don't think you need 1o go on with your fantasy-nonfaanbasy inves-
Yigation. Life is too shorit, and Worm Stanleys too rare. The point was werth prov-
ing,

Ia Memorizm 3erdonyx wes okay; perheps some of the quotationa are melodrametic
under the circumstances though excelisnt in themselves,

Nonesguch: Ron sssus lost in the meaningliss wilderness of mysticism and exotie
creetts., I wonder if we could call him bask long snuf to esk an accounting, in Hel-
lenistic terms, of why he has followsd this phantesm.

Feutaet's Folly provides an example of the |tind of humor that may be completely lost
on whe newcomer, Ron's refersnce to the Graen Carpet of FGYells struck me as tew f-
ically funny (perhape it'e really oniy mildly amusing), but could snyone dig it who

knew not of the article and letters conceriiing this item, long ago in Tomorrow or
Novae Terrae? )
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IMPLICATIONS OF AN ATOMIC WAR
Thomas S Gardner

A groat desl of discussicn has talken place by physicisis. other scientists,
politicians, and the helpless herd in regard io the effects of an atomic war. It
is possible to predioct a grent deal of this on the basie of what is lmown in re-
gard to atoemic reactions. Thers are thres possibilities.

a. The use of the fission reaction te release 0.1% of the total snergy of
mattor as kinetic energy of the fiseion fragments, neutrong and gemma radiations
via J-235, plubonium, and any othor discoverable fissicon resction, This ie hased
orn a chain reaction to deliver 2-3 noutrons per fission. With V-2 rockets loaded
with fisslionable material all the cities on the earth can be destroyed and the
major portion of their populations. PFor example, Life 19 Nov 45 fentured Hep Ar-
nold's prediction of such a war with the death of ten million Americans in a fevw
hours, Other men, atomic physicists, state forty million in {tweniy-four hours.
The latter estimats is closer for an all-out attack. The truth is that western
civilization, i o, U.S., Canada, all of western Burope including Ruesia, will have
at least half, and probably ninety psrcent of their total populatiche killed in
the next war. That will probably permanently kmock out the white mamn from being
a factor in civilization. During the past 21 civilizations on the earth, only O
have been white, 80 1t will not be anything unusual in the history of the earih.
Yestern clvilization discovered the mental disciplines for modern civilizetion
and the romaining portions of the world can easily use them to build up high type
civilizetions. Believe it or noi, this may be the last chance for the white men
“o remain a fector in the history of the earth, When readers of sclence-fiction
read about the age of the gode, ete, duving a period of barbarism, do they realizo
that they may be the gode they are reading sboud? To a barbarie peried our zge
vould be considered the Golden Age of the gods. All this Lo possible with atemic
fispion, Let uwe see what the other kmnown atomic reactions would result in. Atomic
Tisslon cannot make mankind extinct by itself, but can eliminate all cities, and
all clvilizations.

b. Recently some ccisntints have been fearful of the nitrogen cycle. That
is the cycle that the cun uses %o generate 1is atomic energles to ebout 98% with
minor nuclear resctions accounting for the rest. Of course gravitational fell or
shrinkapge accounts for part of it too. In the Bethd cycle, hydreogen is converted
o heliwm through a series of nuclear reactions involving oxygen, nitregen, and
carbon isotopes. This reaction ylelds 0.8% of avallable energy of matter, X e,
eight times as much on 2 weight btasis as ¢he atomic bomb, and yet it yields the
sun's energies! Frankly, I have my doubts about sstiing up that cycls by atomic
bombs. An examimation of the equations of Bethd shows that hydrogen, cartbon,
ag well as nitrogen are essential in certain proportloms. An atomic bomb in the
ocsan would yield hydrogen, and nitrogen from the atmosphere, but what abosut the
carbon?; and on lend, carbon “rom organic matter, and nitrogen from the air, tut
I doubt if snough hydrogen can be furnished by water vapor to £it the othsr ingre-
diente. Therefore I believe that the chance of soetting up this cycle is remots.
If it ie seb up, it could give jocal pape ouch as destroying s continent;: butb
algo if it fleshed around the earth, the crust would become molten and partly ve-
porized., If 4% sofs up all over., we won't need to worry about if, as the earth
would beeome a red dwarf star, or between the red dwarf and the yellow dwarf like
cur sun.

c. Some of the atomic scienitists have suggected the setting up of a complete
conversion of matter to energy in order of the Eirsteln relation, F ergs = me™, wherein
m is mass in groms and ¢ is the veloecity of light in centimeters. Actualiy we have
obgerved this to take place only one time in all nature. A positron and an eleciron
react to yield mutual destruction arnd two gamms raye. This is the only known ex~
ampls. If such a reaction were ¢c bs set up with any ouantity of matier, say a
hundred pounds, the reaction would start the nitrozen cycle, as well as all other
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The infection spriz’z! 7 xow proseants the Sustelning Program puzslo covacy.
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Norm Stenlsy: Pointe cus a nuuher of ofher poso¢314 solutiona %o hive Blatand
RBenat's problon im THRP (neerdy 23 adVO“"iﬂﬁ curvn linen. 1it4de ALfforont

frem the principal eoluhicn), ard 2alieves thad the Polldiﬁiq wninne:
Problem: To deduce, followimg tho rules of cch enicnl JBE_ . SIOF
dresiing, the ghape of the object depicted. anﬂ drae - o |\ /! £y
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front or perspective view of it. )kg ( ~J)
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Azt Widner: IP a Pigh waighs 10 1us nlus helf ito weight, how xuch does 1%
waigh? Thet's easy, bubt try this: If you were oifered two jobs idemtienl Iin
overy respect sxcept that one paid $i0CD/ye with o ralse of $200 the 24 year
ard svery year after thah, and the cther paid $5C0/Emo with s $80 raise the
26 5 wonthe end every Gmo afhar that, which wonld yeu choosed

I'11 bet you're ome of theso rascalg wao hry o read what's beow x'd out.

JUNKELBERIER DICTIONARY
Controversial: Anything I'm wot sure I favor.
Néstructive criticiom: Opindene [ don't agree witin
Smn.: "Opinions" are statiements cf happeninge tkat T demy.
"Fects” are judgments of situations ac I see them.

Dichonesty: Relying on quotaticme inctead of interprotations.

muendes: Tmplications which I rwed into rexarks.

Phr.: TAs he calle it" = "An I ccll what he invendos®.
Offiﬂa’ eapacity: OHL: tor on tomoone who holds an offics, not o do anything
I would disapuvo v

Tellerance: Hyoncoritliool nzalioda.
\'g)

Unity: Everybedly toe the linc that my churo and [ ley dowa.
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Chen Davie eheuld have something ng. He reporis:

Padar Lo the Moon
)

hed agnite an effecl in opaning men's minds to the noseibillily of space Lravel.
The marnitude of thin effect stertled me. Previoucly, few mctuglly realized thab

anything could go on outside the iomosphere. This in spite of the visibllity or
the Suim & stars! One compstent enginesr on this station at flrst refused to he-
lieve rader had reached the Moon. We thought it wes all a mistake. Hs objected,
"iHet do you use for e&ikor out therev" !il No kidding: he dada't know electro-
megnetie waves could propagris thru empty space. I peinted out to him That the
sun's radlatione reached Earth without muck difficulty.
He's & special case. bub
to the nonstefnal public as a whele, this news has brought emobionml realiiwation
that & rocket to luna is at leasi conceivabie. The night of its announcemsui, UP
dagdio Newe carried an interview with Farnsworth, which you may have heard. IU was
quite matter-of-rfact, & there was no treating of MFarmoworth as & crank. ...
Recently
i gt my Liret good look at a 3iet plene in action. fTwes a P30, & brotner it was
something. 1I've seen P83s do barrel rolis in & climb of wore than 20°, & that is
rexlly amszing to wabeh,  The P60 does 1%t without turning a hair & without using
more than a fraction of its power. & talk about climbing! That plane ciimbed for
eooul 15 eeconde & gnined about-- at lsasi-— o mile aliitude. When you see it go
up, straight up, S0 , & keep on going up, you becoms previy well convinesd thedh j2t
prepuigion is preciliceal.
07 courss I'd resd about ihe way you cun't heay tio PEO
uptil 1t's just sbhowt on you, bubt seeing it wan plenty wmesing just the vewe, I'Q
aloo read thel the fusl cunld be kerosene, just as well as not. Surc encugh-- %iw

piane I sew was burning common garden variety kercowone., Some of iV wuos aslpplug
ouwp of the motor ajer wie plane lgnded, & %that's what it wes all righb.
. e o Lanid
ooy WS L

e one Iowae proi, wis had opent
] [y

5 L 2ll his life o prerellor design, comsindad, alier
riormeace figuree of i iios?

a ons
the sob & rocket planwss, thmi Lifs’s werk hed

T ekl
The future ig upon us, chum,

Joe Fortiecr hes an announcement:

This I repgret to say--and before I do say it, I
wish o make clear thet it ig in wo way to be confwsed with a& resignation from Jan-
dom or with a dsclavration of all future poliecy. The matter iz simple: I can neo
longer participats in FAPA,

Parhaps the fact of the matter ieg that I no longor have
any fire or zest bub it is quite clear to me tha® ny present schedulso wakesz it in
possible to participate in my favorite form of fenimey comiroversy. Detween a fu
writing schedule and trying to provide in odd woments for my family and belwixl arp
proaching re-eniry into ccllege 1lifo end becoming a pappy to a full-fledged hoowmin
(--I'11 baph the beggar's head bsfore I lel nim get entangled in the mesh of fan-
dom, though fantasy itself is ohsk--), woll--I can't even manage to drag uyoelf

LAY
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e *



upright g0 I can prevenzis the 1371 woman mueh leas partizsipete in the meilings.

. v
piedged mysell Lo otlul Lo v NPETF gl @ that'a what T's delng in howrs

be wsed for ghut-sye. “o. ifm net trying to wax walodramptic on youza peopl

Py

never bolieved in FAPa daedwood, so I'm asking my nzme b2 removed Jrum the
Laat some awelites can have hig o hevr opportumity te get into the exaliiing

Raliy
Tecte.

tls, like drowing to an inside streight, that I owayr return to tho
foid somsday; that poeelbility ie vewoie ¥y saversl years, go I jein Wernsr is his
2btituie on the folding ol Spaceweys: for the present, %o hell with it all. Heed-
lsgss 4o may anyons should relish the chamnce te enter FAPA, o welcome reilief from
the oubseription examples of childlike minds,

Iol'a possi

By the way, T drop all fan-righis
gt and The Pantosy ldbearal; the forrer hes en odor, B"+ I r?&lly
slosing I say hate off to Chouvenab-Stanisy-&~Speer, worthiss
ora. And ag ever, foub on WJID.

the ¢itles The Futuri
like the lztier. In
of all FAPA conbtribut

50 Jam from 3lanry

last Fridey, radio commentatnr Beulthapa said, eermwentlng oa
the redar-ic-the-nmoon news, #The mert step will be flight 4o the moem, I sicmic
pover is developed, I'm sure thils wxll happoen. VPow 4o I knwu? The palencs-
ficticniste have beon writing aboubl ih, end nnat sver they write about always
comes true, even if 1% tokes & hundred yesrs.® I wse quasi~quotes beoause T
g0t thz news of this second-hand, and T've forgotbeon the erast wording since
Friday, as 1 dida'l write it down

Doavid Selcngut
A Few woeeks ago I heard & ponel on which were Uy, ¥arl T. Compilon
(who was on the advisory hoard to the President and had been to Jepsn a shorht %ime
after the waris cnd} and two other spemkers. uring the question pericd, which
ran &n hour overtine, someone asked sheut the padiocachtive afier-elfects. Compton
newered that the findings of the Japanese acisntists agreed with our owm, Hedic-
achivity had been set up in & number of elemente but voe inltensity inmsdietaly
after dha bombing wae below 2 harmfPul ievel. Tive area around the New Mexico test
wes deadly for sevsral dayz, thovgh, because the bomb had been detonated so near
the ground.
e chencs of o chelin reaction in the alitrogen of the atmosphere -
which wes considercd =s i pocsible consequence of i atoulc expleosion - was Dowund
to be vary slight; calculetions which have pesn verAfied give a very large eafeuy
fector - ou the vrder of several thousand, Someone brought up the gusastion of
Russie, Tfie Dean of Seclsnce {whose name I forget) suggostod thut Russisa scien~
tiste are a good deal eloger o American seientiste then to the Ruseien politiciauns:
and that & nmaticn Like Russia, with so large & stake i the present order of things,
would bardly use e weapon that implied immediate retalintion.

.-""\

AL Aeshler A L Ashley A L Schwartzs A I Seerles 4 Y Widner L I, Abvard

Hr Editor, Xr Reador, i om percecubed, The persccubion tolkes a de v;lxahiy nuctle
Torm, "They® arc trying to make me give up my nmme--They want to rob me of my in-
dividuality. 1035 people have addressed thommelves to me ia substantially this
LRIIRY ”"ea" Speer (Geec, I'm a poet! ) And the puns they awke on toih »y nauss
are too terrivie to toll., How, obviously, a plot ar widespraed zs ithis ig not be~
ing carried out for smell potatoes. I wmust ba a very impurtant individwal, the key
in & great plan, for them to persecute me thue. I'we thought end thought, tyying
be discover the plan, bdut haven't sveceaded. T'va heard whicss; though--



REJEOTED - SOUTHERY STAR

With some doubts, Gilberh accopted this for the Susie Ann; but when she finally
debuted, as you have ssen, 4his wasn't among the contents. Quite 2 number of the
ideas in this article which were novel.when I wrote it have lately appeared in
Astounding, sc the article should he of current interest. HNeedless, o say, I
wouldn't write thie article the same way now, on the other side of Pearl Harbor
arid the doomsday bomb, Specifically I disown.the implied endorsemeni of the
Reader'e Digest, which T've outgrown,

IN DEFENSE OF HOMO 3APIENS
Being a Development of my Material intended for the Superman Article

i think 1% will be helpful to distinguish sejeral differentsorts of supsrmen from
among those suggested, and arrange them into some sort of orderly system.

' The four
large classes that eppeal to me are: The fully realized, or highly developed,
Homo sapiens; Homo sapiens with certain superior feature beyond those in present-
day hereditary potential; a new species of the genus Homo; and an entirely dif-
ferent form of intelligent creaturs.

In the Pirst classification come all the fie-
tional heroes who have achieved their physical or mental superiority by rigorous
training, perhaps from the eradle up like loe Savape. . Alse included sre people
supericr to us slmply because they have besn brot up in a more civilized century
and had the benefit of much psychological ind medical and other knowledge that
we are at present only begimming 4o contact. At the pinnacle of thils group stands
Himball Kimnison, the fully remlized man.

My second classification embraces such
charecters as The Tramp who by special application of science are given unusual
vower, fully within their persons and Hepmdent on no outeide apparatus. If modi-
cal work is carriad out far beyond thd mars end.of curing and preventing disorders,
the resulting person may full into this class. The variations that would take place
in humans born in colonies on odther Blanete would putb them in this class. The class
also incdudes the human beneficiaries of selective breeding which has been carrisd
far enuf to produce resulte distinctly different from the run of modern hereditary
endowments. The simplest type inciuded in this class, pose;bly the ot attractive,
and one of the moat probabhle, are those who thru heredity or accident or design are
exceedingly long-lived. il '
: ] Neither % these groups, however, seeme really to be whot
we ordinarily mean when we speak of tho superman. That term means and should men~
a distinct departure from the #Muman spesies, Slan is an example of what we mean
by a auperman, Williamson'’s weremen me; be entitled to placement in thle same cat-
egory, and all Campbell's pei! mutants "ikewise belong to new specles, humanold yet
differing more widely from.Luman beings than the races of men do among themselvessl

: n
the nen-human department are include ¢11 insects, fish, birds, ktp, who prove then~
galves z2ble to take man's world away ‘rom him, end non-human races from other worids
whe colonize oure, and robots which nitsirip men, and intelligences of pure force.
This group has heen lese popular in rscent years for pimpls reasons.

1 L :

Now for soms remarks on the relativo desirability of these various classes and types

of super-men and our own particular varisty of the pinnacle of crestion. :
‘ E Yo one saecma

to have inquired what may Le the prigmatio value of all this epeculation. .Unﬁil
that hag been discussed, T will heve to rely on my own reflections, which indlcate
that the only use of them, aside “rom the amusenent of epeculation and comfort in



our memente of despoeir, is to The emd that we alall be
superman when he oomes m hdn eosiag, or be ready wo capel
shows up, if we should decide on thal course.

With my fivet two soris of super-
men I have no quw rrel. For the moet partdt they are advances that any ons of
us might make if we live ameny thez, =nd the remzinder are natural cxtensions
and continuetions of the present course of the best in modern monkind. As for
the fourth clezseification, I think cur Heinleinish Bprejudice in favor of human
beingsl will im all bubt o few cases lead uws Lo resisy attempts of such races
Yo replace us., Bub it is $o the third claesification., 1o ths wubtant men, that
some Difth colunicts of the race would deliver us, oy urge ua %o give woy.

‘ The
reascn given is not simply fthai these new apecies would bs dotter. That argu-
ment was employed, bud not very couvimcingly, in "Poom for the Super-Race’.

Tha real reason; they cleim, is that present-day man 1s unabie Lo progress much
Purther, that his civilization is already craching about him =2nd he cannot save
Lt or himeelf,

Men would nst have spoken 80 in the early daye of Amazing, aor
yet in the middle ‘thirdies. We arve much sadder and somewhat wiser todey. We
are in possession of more dsiz, but in my opinion we are atill {oo close to the
new data to cevaluste it properly, and overestimate the significance of recend
developments.

dur seicneo iz growing eli the time, dringing promiese of ralising

ue 211 to super-men of the firet or second ¢lassificetions, Our sosial wmachlin-
ery is constanily teling Zinkerad with and new improvements wade; end if paris
of it also are brealting down «ll the Lime, we have lost nothing permenently valu-
able thereby.

For examples of whot Y mean, loock down the tabls of conients for
T the Reader's Digest: What llakes the Yorker like o Work?; Zarthwors
; the Case of the Missing Mosquitces, et 8l; the Lis Detecter Goes into
Buziness; Do rour Eyes See Alike; Katinp Their Wey %o Health and Learning; o
long life, and a Healthy One,

Jefferson and Hamilton would have thought it im-
nogsible for the Pederal Goverrment 4o control es it does sc many of the affairs
of 130 million paople spread over three uillion square wiles; yel somehow 1%
does, and the end iz not in sight. Just as you think the snowball will break
ef ite own weighi, comee some invention like the telephons; typewriter, dicta~ _
phone, or microfilming, or some procedurs like the flying wedge /an cffics unit/,
Heinlein's synthericta, or the decimal clagsification system, and simplifies
things emocrmously.

Net merely in the methoda and lnvenbtions we useé can progress
be made; we can improve, and are comgtan i ly improving, the capability of the
human unit to deal with situnilions that ¢ rime, The posslbilities of improve-~
ment in the racs are incalenlabie,

Seme of® you may have rsad a swory in the old
large-sized Blue Book magazine entitled, ¥ belisve, The Day of the Mragon. In
the story, you will recall, a doctor took some alligators end repaired their
hearts. All alligntome, it seems, like mc3t other modern reptiles, are invalids,
capable of only brief high-rate oitivity zud mainly suited for sunning on the
oand, because the partitions betwien the huvard chambers are incomplets., The re-
paired alligators teok on now wigar and beyon to grow again, developed dormant
glende, showed knobs et the shoulders and :. ridge along the spine which became
gerrated. When they romched 4Yromoniswe eiz o, the shoulder kneks hed bhecome winge,
and the fully-developed alligzators wore the dragons of legend. The improvement
was inherited, and inside = generation hvma? civilization had been btrolien up and
the remnante driven undarground., Meral: Bi glad Speer has a bad heard! )

) Idomn't
think that improvements in our cpocies will e ec opestacular, but there is enul
.
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evidence o provide Iinjeresting spesculation on the hypothesis thal the huwen spe
cieg was once mevs evnliiel Then we now ase ih, ‘

The slang, wersmon. and whadonst are

supposes. %o be susericr o us LIt certalnly is wore efficient? Heinlein saya of
the baby the Littls People had worked on. Bub "efficieney™ ie meaningful only in
a given Irame of reference. The frame is arbitrary, man-made, tho baaoﬂ by him

on the terrestrial envirommwent's demands. likewise the definiiion of "superiority’;

there is nowhere written into the nature of the universe a criterion of what io
superior and whai inferior, any mors tham there is a "matural® bill of righis.
Some definitions, of course, may be more useful, but that agein is only in a given
situation,

* We cannot simply say that the more complex a being, the more sences
end powers it has, the more superior it is. Indeed, there are won who will main-
tain that the amoeba is wost perfectly adapied 1o its environment. Or would a
neven-fingered man be superior o a six-flngered onot! HNot necessarily; six mighi
be the handliest number for some enviromments. .
But what tho, in our envirorment.
Jompmy Crose has better channes of survival than you or I? Survival value is not
the whele criterion of worth, as Jommy himeelf admitted. Suppose ouvr supermen
should happen to cofipletely lack a sense of humor, or appreciation of music.
Would you say they were more entitled to the Earth than we, just because they
are hardier, and that the world would be better off with them and without us
and music and humor?

Posgibly these doubiful facters would not bo apparend at
first acquaintance. Ohances must be taken, but these possibilities should give
pause 1o those who think we should meke way for the first supsrman that shows
up, lest irretrievable loas be suffered. For my part, I think there is suffi-
clent hope yet ahead for humankind, thet the time is so far away ian the future
aa 1o be beyond our comsiderations vhen we should give heed to the words of John
Campbell's Ultimate Evolution, G0 ther, last of wen; go, and do not return.®

Where Belgia, the HNetherlands? B

Speakling of Methuselah's Children, Alojo, i seem %o remember a certain wager
made with you about who szid "Not while the svil days come not." I qusto f
the first installment:

When the car wasc a ouarter of a mile offghore and fifty feet down she called
= stagion., "Ansuer,” said a voice,

¥ Life ie short—-!"

‘le~but the years are long.

%ot ," she denied, "'while the evil days come not.''

"1 wonder,® the voice answered canversaticmally. "I've scanned you, Mary.
Céme on in."

'O
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Marry. sir, in los Afgelus, 1 found it out by the fen. ,_;

It ocours to me that Kennody's Fantany Review presents some serious reflections
on the NFFF. Some of you may remembpr thet a fanmual wae the chief projsct of
the old WFFF, and dus to indispositinrn of the Columblas Gamp who were %o irun 4
offf, it never materialized after an untold amount of energy being put indo it.
One man, Joe Kennedy, conducts a pell and publishes a fanmpal at least as good
as that projected one.

And vwhen i got the NFFF poll card this Janvary, 1t oo~
curred to me that Kennedy's poll cavered much the same growmnd, and betiter. The
questions were better chosen and pirased, for one thing. Moreover, it's felr
to guess that he sent his poll cards to e picked, though large, list. Tho NIFFF
cards are going to a lot of peoplu who, being umbusy, will return them, but who
heve little acguaintance with many of the categories. A large, indisceriminate
coverage is okay on queations about prozine stories, authors, &o; bul a question

such as besd fan poet of the year:, i sudbmit, should not be submitted to thom,

.



The Best of Sciaence Fletlonm

Edited by Croff Conklin, Preface by Jorn W. Campbell, ..
Orown Publishers, #19 Fourth Ave., New York 16, N. Y.
15222 cm,, xxviii + 785 pp., $5.00

Here at last is a book which llves up to ibte title - i1° not plocisely the beat of
sciense fichtiom, 1t is certainly the best by far of sciiance fiction enthologies.
The editor, stefrnally an uvnknown as £ar as this roviewel® recalls, has rounded up
forty storiecs which includn sowe of the best of the econ!.emporary product and has
presented them in eix grouns titled (somewhat at variarie with recent ideas on sf
classifications) The Atom, The Wondern of Sarth, The Supareclence of Man, Dangerous
Inventions, Adventures in Dimension and From Culer Spach.

Of the forty, tweniy {ive appeared originally in Astoun!ing, of these, fifteen in
the Oawehell Astounding. Therein 1ios the superiority L this anthology: a collec-
tion panked at random from the las{ oight years of Asto.nding would, mersly by the
lawn of probablilily, merit the designation "best of gciimce Fiction.® It is in his
meanderings through the more extensive morass of lesser and earlier journals that
Conklin meeis more difficult poing, to emsrge rather beiraggled trailing a for the
wost part mediccre set of trophiss: five from Awmazing, iintage 1926-30, four from
Thrilling Wonder, 1936-43, two from Wonder, 1931-33, ona from Argosy, 19%5, ons from
Colliers, 18089, and %two of undlsclosed origin. The pec:r fellow moons in the intro-
duction about the 6000 gtories he "read or cursorily glanced through", and presents
a checklist of eighteen science fiction mapazines (well lmown to the initiate cxcept
Por Mystic Magazine —- who ¢an te@ll me anything about {liat one?) which “are to be
found in that extraordinary collsciicn of the trivia ¢/ modern publishing which is
known as the Cellar Reserve of the Iibrary of Congréss." Little does he reslize
that he has missed an even dozen others, many with quils respectable rmms exzcseding
those of some on his lin%, not to meniion the three English cnes and the one or {wo
Jenadians that were not ontirely reprint. In neglecting these he hasn't missed much.

Seience fiction ip pecunliar im that high litersry quallity ls not essential for great-
ness (even though it is of course much to be desired) end thet even the highest of
literary qualily will not make 2 ridiculous theme anything but a ridiculous thawme,
The spectacle of De Voiun dismissing tho best of van Vegh with the worst of Schachner
in the same breath, and the phencmencn c¢f the gpsih~Wow-bHoyoboy letler wriber with his
felve us more of B, B, Swith and Jolm Russell Fearn -~ they're great” are but two man-
iPestations of & single fajilure on the part of the reador -- o tendency 1o put the
emphesis on literary form and content, however wiaive his tootos may be, rather than
on the sclientific and intellectunl content. Such o rezder way enjoy covdalin sclience
fiction, but not for the qualibies that essontially mske it science Fiction. Thus
the enthologist whe is not a thoeroush scismee Lficblonlst will find it difficult 4o
pick out tho ozcaslonal muggete wwibtingly published by editors who were not thms-
selves thorough scisnge flctlondste, and 1% is %o his everlasting coredit that Conklin
incinded only Pive storiss which I inm my egobism classified (at the time of Ffirsd
publicaticn) as "mum".

fe JUC pointe oub in his prafoce, much of the best of science flichtion is in the long-
set Torws, and the editor's words Eno cne anthology con actually represent any fairly
comprehensive branch of writing witheut taking on the dimenslons of an unsbridged dic-
Slonery® are quite wrue. Nevertheless, we would quarrel slightly with some of the
scleetions. Lester del Rey's bost sbory, Hewves, should of course have boen included
in Thé Atom, with the sacrifice of Stockion's The Great Yar Syndicate and Cartmillle
Bezdline if necegeary. Heinlein is adequuiely represented with Blowups Hapoea and
Universe and ¥Mac Donald with Sclutilon lmeatisfaclery,; Wit Stwrt heo done even bobtber
then Aicmic Pover and The Machine. Ceriainly Yolrhaim deserves a place more than
Colladey's Giant im the Earth, and ony of the few B. B, Soith shorts would have been




1%

mach betber then Farley's Ligqrid Life. Schackmer's good materisl has been greatly
outwaighed by his poor, and %, iz unfortunate (but s3ill understandabie by the lave
of chanece) that The Ultimate Metal ie one of the latier: it again is unfortunsie
that Taine's Tﬂe Ultimete Oatalyeth 8t, howover good, is at once his poorect story and
his only short omne. Jack w11i§§§aon contld have uged the spsce ocoupied by Wau~
drei's A Scientisht Divides t» much better advantage, especielly since Wandrel le
2180 ‘represented by The Mopslier from Nouhers, 'wirile the inclusion of Stone's The
OGonquest of Gola at the expense of a good de Camp story (excuse the teuto&ogy
please) scems altogether unenplainable. Ceorge O. Smith or Wes long have wisShem
much that is far more typical of the best of soience fiction then Diffin‘s Spawn
of the Stare or Peregoy's Thn Terrible Sense.

But lest we become downhearted juet think of some of the wmmentionable thinges that
night have besn included bui mercifully wera not! Instead we are given such excel-
lent 1tems as FPadgett's The Edper's Som, Simalk'e b s Sturgeon's Eilldozmer!,
Knight's Shorb Gx;cuit«d-grbbab—Tigb, van Vogt's earch, Leinster's Pirst Oom-
tact, Asimov's Blind Allev, White's The Retreat to Mars, Hall's The Man Whe Saved
the the Barth, and Rocklynne'a Jackdaw. Not %o mention such less distingulshed works

@8 Gallun's_Davy Jones' Ambessedor, Keller's The Ivy War, Poe's A Tale of the Rapg-
ged Mountains, Doyle's The (ireat Keimplata __perim,nt, Wells' The Remarkabio ane
of Davidson's Eyes, Hux ley’v The Tisaue—cultgg_ King, Jameson's Tricky Tomme
Zegat'e The lanson Scrsem, Wan Lorne e The Upper level Road, Ernsi’'s The 529@ ef
May, West's En Route to Flulo, Long's The Flame Midget and Boucher's Expeditiocd.
Thien too there is uampball’a preface, Ooncernina Sc¢ienge Fictiom, which discusses
the filald for the benefit of the neophyte bub 13 of greet lnterest to the adept as
well, (Parenthetically it zry be deduced ithat JUC hes never sesn the sixth and
seventh issues of Marvel -- otherwlse he wouldn't have said "to the honor of sci-
ence fiction 1t can be added that the spicy seience-fiction magszine complstely
altered its policy after preuicely one lssue,®) And Coriklin's Inbtroduction (not
the least of its distlnetiony ls the presence of two different sections IV, guaran—
teed to give the reader that well known "I have been heore before® Teeling) includes
e brief historical survey as well as certain reflections upon the present status of
the field: C“After all, The Best of Scisnge Fictlop is a primer for those still um-
tutored in the gentle ardt of scientiflc dreaming. You moy do your post-graduzie
work by reading sny of the current issuss of Mr. Cempbell's magazine..."

And in that is the greatest walue of this book for the fan. You probably heve wmost
of the storiss in your own cullection, and you can buy a year of Aztoumding on the
newsstands for the price of it, hut for the purpoae of indoctrinating fmi@ﬂéﬂ {and
eradicating your own guili-complex if necessary) there ocan be no comparivon betwesn
the cheap shoddiness of even the best of pulp format and the quieh suthority of this
antbology between hard covers. It is a well-bound, well-made hook; we may hope thatb
it will go through many printings, to be followed in due course by a companicn val-
ume not, we trusht, titled The Second Best in Science Fiction,

K. I &Swicher

"Fichtion is presumebly = Povm in which sll things are lepitimete if they succeod. '

Dick Wilgon discovered something about a collector's item in the Rocky Wountain News.
An AP dispatch from Oklshema City 10 Nov 45 35 accompanied by a phote showing Dr J 7
Hayes, an English pref at OUU and author of a popular chess booklet, setting oy uand
a novel rejected by publichers. Doimg it a page et o time, he is pulling 250 cop-
Jes. "The book 1z a variastion on the Rip Ven Winkle theme, with a young covple wol-
ing up 2000 years Trom now. "




[TEMS FRCM MY SCRAPBIKS

Iast time i1 was at Slan Shack, Al gave me several sheets of brown gummed peper,
cn which had been mimeood address-tags Tor FAPA members, aboubt 33 to the sheet.
It would only be neoessary to cub them apart and stick them on. Unfortumately,
by the time i got dreound to needing such a comvenience, s¢ many addresses had
changed, or members dropped out, that it wouldn't pay to sori out those that are
still good. 1% seems like an idee worth passing on, though. If I could get some
gumned sheets like that, 3'd probably have used the method 1ong ago, particularly
when 1 was putting out TNFF.

Belore leaving for Africz, i'd drafted & cartoon based
on my vilit t0 Degler's alma mater. Accidentally left the skeotch behind, so had
to re-do it, and not so well, in m&?lng up those stencils which, i swear it, you'll
gss somaday.

I actually ceught up on pasting ﬁhings-in my scrapbooks during Bon-
nell's visits, talking to him while working making it seem like a Justifiable ex-
penditure of time. Bubt already other things are accumulating to be paoted in (or
rather, stuck with scotch tape). One of these is the resumé of Supermen thet i
mentioned in Stefnews. ' '

And here's a bit of newspzper verse that Bonnell siuck on
‘my doorlatch one weesicend when he' arrived and i was out. "Desr Speer Walt heer.
I'1]l be back have nc foor. Kenneer',

_ ‘ Among the Nycon fotos that Julius gave me
is one with a rather curicus history. I took it with my camera, and pasted in an
issue of SusPro home-made wopies of it. One of these somehow reached Julie with
no indication of its origin, 2nd he hed it duplicated for inclusion in the Hycon
booklet. :

Another conveation photo, taken by a good sphotographer, is of the Chicomn
banquet. Nearly all geats at the table are filled, but for some strange reason
(he didn't have BO), there's an expty chair on each side of Robert G Thompson.

In
Fitch's Lines in a local puper was an item that i fellt obliged to clip and save
despite its punkmess betauss there was something stefngl in it. It was entitled
Robot Minds, and forecast the dey when we wouldn't even have to thinik.

iwonderifalotofbihi1ioggap@prsh&ventanrlooggghaliﬁmqugﬁélggséaitioggofatefstaries
LAST STOP TO LIMBO

Some vagrant notes. One says "Joshua tt.> Zombie", and "Joshua® is intended to be
tranalatéd into Gresk,

Aacther réads "Arrival om Earth - Oomment“ I haven't the
slightest idea what it means’ g

Fad a draft. of a cartoun, but never used it becauss

i figured it was too corny. Shows some six-limbed toothpick men sititing around in
Be olde Mars Bar. Says ome, "Some exotic irink from Rarth. The Tellurians drink
it alla tiwe." Another, "Some kick!"® Anlther, & chemlist with equipmen fshould
be! It's 2/3 oxygen." "Them Tellurlans rhwot have cacti~iron stomachs.” And a
Pifth, "I hear it even rusts cast iron!"

. Town_mo nopoly! U U'rcooperahlon.

Scene: licon, 4 mvddleogcd figure mounts the platform, and bends over the res-
trum. Two hundred fen risg¢ end chant with him, 7in the heginning was Jordss,
thinking his thoughts alone ..."
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More NUOTEYORTHT UOCTES

“The most casual trip through amy e8ix of the fortyeight states will show you that
the country has been barely settlsd yet.' ~-Stabe of the Nnation

"Many people adopbt an instinctively derogatary sttitude to reason. It ie not,

they say, a freec activity of the mind, rvaching sonclusiecns under no compuinion

save that of the evidence; it is the too? of inasinet and the handmaid o. [ooure.
~-Joed, Retumm to Fhilosophy

i

"So it has besn made a condition of Tiving in tha community as a cltizme ibal
everyone mist ebstain from viclsnce and stealing. If a person canadt me =t ihds
condition, he forfeits his freedom, Yhy Lz canaot meet thies condibios .~ nob s
immediate question. [/ The welfare of the community requires thait this condldiion
ghall be enforced and that he shall be placed under control. And whether this is
oood or bad for him is not at the mowent dmportant. The fagt thatl he cannot meet
the condition is the controlling consideration.... # Ve seek a just scciety, o
society which will orovide conditions favorable for us to live together happily
and develop our best rfualivi¢s, favorable for our children to reallze their lotond
ebilities and 4o a»’ply them tc fine purposes. We want a society favorable for the

individual, but not every individual can have conditions especially suited to his

needs..., £ In short, we 211 know that it ip not any partieular individuenl that
counte. ‘le are working for a systes, for conditions us {avorable for the develop-

ment of the individual as we can make them. Ye want liberty, oquality under the

law, equality of opportunity. ¥We want a sovernment o lavs and not of wmen. 'lo
wvant to be treated fairly under a mgrit system in which we shall be rewardec ac-
cording to our accomplishment," ~ --John F Perkins, Atlantic Yonthly

"He seemed intent upen convincing the boy of the advisability of adepting a line
of conduct that he was himsslf unable to define,” —-ineaburg Cnio

"The treatment of special subjects by particnlar philosaphers is often in the
highest degree illuminating, nor is its valup For ue dimlnlshed by the fach
our disagreement with the philosophy as a whole.” =~~Jjoad op it

t is 2 quite indefencible method pf prescnting world-history to begin by glving

"
I
‘ein to one's own religlous, oolitival, or social convictions and endowing the
ag
W

¥
sagrosanct three-phase syctem with 4“endencies that will bring it exactly o one's
own standpoint. This is, in effect, making of some formula--.szay, the Ape of
Reason', Ilumenity, the greatast happlness of the greatest number, enlichtenment,
cconomic progress, notional Jreedor:, the conquest of nature, or world-peace--a
criterion whereby to judge whole millania of history. And oo we judge that
were ignorant of the ‘true wath', or that they failed to follow it, when the fact

1
¥

is simply that their will end purposes were not the same as ours. Gogbhe's aayin.

"What 1s imporitant in life is life and not a result of 1ife!, is the ansyor %o
any and every senseless attempt to solve the riddle of historicel form by means
of a programme.” --Necline of the eat

r casual relation
ickering peopla;

zugn at themselves;

"It is the mature of Amerficans in their external life, in the
with people, to be good vather than *uat,... They are noi :
they are not captious; they do net cpunt their change. They
they forgive fools: they zre inclined to reckon sin by the da

others. ... # American democracy was meant to grow in sueh a direction. It was
so planned. Jefiersom believed in ¢he rule of the majority for that purpose,...
They will be forced tc be practical; their laws will express vhat they have found,
after experiment, is workable and azoroximate to their needs, thelir espirations,
and their dearee of gurodness at the moment.... # It is this praciicality in the
evolution and exercise of goodness, this placing of the wmatber entirely in the
people's hands, which is hopeful in imerica...." --Jugrue in SRL 3P,

-









Wews, THIS 1S Juy i%we%
lsu't THERE Gowls 0 BE |
A CONVEN TION? W,,,,/’




