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TIN TACKS
A fan-sheet devoted to ASTOUIMING Science-Fiction: concocted by Don

J. Doughty at 31, Bexwell Road, Downh am Markset, Norfolk: duplicated
: : and distributed by JlRosenblum

I7TODUCTION: Howdy fellows; sit down and make yourselves at home, and

have & 1ook at this latest addition to the FIDO litter, and then - Go
To It! Get out your tools =~ pencil, pen and ink, or typer - and
write to me (or should it be us?) at the address given above. Virite

anything and everything you like about any ASF, past, present, or fut-
ure, Americen or BRE, complimentary or otherwise, gbout authors, art-
work, editors, correspondents, or anything else that you can think of,
but please (Just a moment while I place a cushion to kneel on) VRITEL!
RAMBLINGS: 'Frald you'll have to put up with & great dsal of my blurb
Thig month, althoupgh I'm including snippets from the few letterse 8o
far recelved, -
Most important item (at lempt to me 1t ig), 1s the disappearance of the
Necember '40 issus of ASTOUNDING. As yet I have heard. of no one who
has received a copy. 4 word or two from Ted Carnell on thls subject:
"T had a vivid recollection of it going down to o watery grave"l and
latert "I:gtill haveéen't received my Doc. AST, 80 we camn count on it
having gone under®. Vhen you write you might just mentlon whether or
no you have rageived yours - 1f you are one of those very fortunate
people who obtaln the original coples direct from the States. Vhat n
1gsue for tho Hun to sink! It's  left-me in a hall-nutty condltion
wondering sbout the fate of Jommy Crogms. MMow somwone tell me that they
didn't 1like "8lon™! A feow more words of wisdom from Gur. Ted,"Farewell
Bo the lMaster' 1s one of my favoriltes, and as for 'The Stars Look Down)
-== wall, I otlll gnt bollod up whenever I think of it. Just a simple
little story, yet whit o punch 1t packed; and so vory near to ths real
thing when 1t comes off. Don't you think that the cover for that yarn
1s the fineet that has ever bsen on the front of ASTOUNDING? You're
right there, 1t'll take soms beating.
Among-othor thivegs Idward Rennlzon has o commont to make on. these
covera: "In my opinfon ASF han Docome a renlly oxcellent mag. and the

; dofinite leadoer of the filold. It has lmproved, and 1g otill lmproving,
which 1s & lot to any for uny moag. now that thore are so many  on the
morlket. In appoaronce 1% hop greatly improved, although now the

” interlor illustrations aro agoln doteriloratling from the high astandard
thet they had reached. Rogers' work on the covers has besn supserb,
and thero 1s hordly anything to choose betwsen him and.....Paul. (Is
anyone willing to hoelp me hack up Rogers againct this Frank R+ Paul¥)
Tho ptorles oro ov LHo Up roac, and Ls Ron Aupbard nild ROPert Heinisein
aro both extromoly pood wrlters.........C;nphell has worked wonders
with ASTOUNDING, - and 1f he continues maybe, the good old classlc days
will return." Tihiia intoricr 1llludtrotion business seoms to boe the
only grouse againgt ASF thit 1s moneral = I'd like to hoar soma  of
your opinlons on thls nubject, l.e. who do you tiiink 1o the bhost artiast
on tho insido of ACF to=day, the wornt, vhy? ho would you liko to noe
turfod out, and who brought in? Glve un your vicwn, 1lada! Peroonally;
I would like to noec Rogors on the lneldo moro of'ton, also Schneéman
revort ontiroly to his own stylo, and tho roturn of Dold. I think that
oll the pronont artistn aro far too orratic, they've all turnod out
good work =~ and bnd ~ but thoy cwmn't maintain any ntandard they

get === high or low.




Douglaé Uebster: " I see it thus = that you might have rcviews g
Tatoot issues, comparisons between US o BRE issucs, moralisings (as
Rennison's) on whether the lovel of storicg has gone up or down, and
plain reminicomnccs ctc. on the past. Well to my mind tho last  tua
have been donc to doath ycars ago, mostly in American fanmngs, which
is another way, I supposc, of saying that I pcrsonally am not intorestod
in them, having sccon that sort of stuff a thousand times, othors will
diffor, of -coursc. As to ths othors, I got thc current US oditions ond
‘ovon though I don't normally road half the storles I could attompt
something in the line of critiques and forccasts." Thanks Doug, any-
thing in that linc will be very wclcomc. A lator 150-word pogstceard
from the camo sourcoe contains: "TIN TACKS -- I scem to gathor from
various JiR-letters there'll be an ish next month. (Well, it's here -
such ag it is - you mustn't be too hard on a firsgt issue.) I had meant
o give you n disquisitlion, ot as great o length as you wish, on the
Campbsll-lMcChnn question, since that's the only thing I know about AST,
'twould seem. OKe" OK, pal, the length as you wish.
THE J. F. Burke s»ys: "I'd like to do something on ASTOUNDING for you,
but:- TTm garned if I can think of anything. (ggqggml?) The only thing I
can romember about that mag. of late 1o tho grim colncidence of the
British reprint edition with the cover story "Coventry" appearing on thc
newsstands just aftor the blitz on tho 2etual town of that name. Vhy not
havo an ASTOUNDING QUIZ in overy.issus of your mag? Quostions such as -
Which issuo of AST foatured thrcsc storics by tho game 2uthor, and which
suthor was it? (Anyone know that one? - I'll admit I don't - tell me,
glease, Johnnx) How many cover artisie Wero ILGAtUrod in 19397 onc em-
nent US fanmmag slipped up on thiec one, and as yot I have not scon any-
one who has corroctod them. (Any offors?) It's not o new idoo, but it
might be interssting, and I think thorc's plonty of mateorial availablo.
If I think of anything a triflec more lengthly ond more intoroestlng,
I'll post it off to you." Thonkp John. What do you follows think of
that 1dea? If you liko 1t lct mo know, and 1f you can think up any quogs~
tions, woll, ‘sond them al-ng ~ and don't forgot to scnd tha answers too!
4HEVI A T e L e T Jonuary 1941
rald ‘this dopartmont ins not going to intoreost youss guys who got the
mog. diroct from the: Statos. Bave to do Jan. ish, ag Fob. hasn't 'rivod
yoty s'!posc it will dny aftor I cut thic oteoncil. Suggosted by JMR
Covor = anothor Rogorns suporlativo, for Angon lacDonald's "Sixth
Column", This werial shown promiso, onoc of tho activo typo - of which
"If This Goos On =" was anothor oxamplo. Amoricn, again orushed by tho
"Pon-Asinns®, to be navod by oix mon and o ghdgot. British author
Maurico Hugl han o noveolotte "The Mochanical Mico" - a now plot on mo,
all about a2 robot mothor, ond not bndly writton. (This is "Ticking
Terror" forocact by Ron Holmeo in FIDO3) Harry Valton's annunl (2 nov=
clet this time) io "Doom Ship", tho plot - a purposoly lost spacor - is
very much like Wollman's short "Lost Rockot". Bost short of tho ich is
o literary gom, EAGrogror's "Opportunista" - about an 1donl that didn't
work. Von Rnachon's nwoll sorios continucs with "Tho Traitor"; but tho
poacomaking short, "The Day Vo Colobrateo!, by Bond, 1s not so hot.
“ Kromor and Schnceman (upecially his bJ for "6th Column", and "Doom Ship")
up to standard; Orbaon - go-soj Eron - toko 1t away! Articlos OK. JWC'g
oditorial "Invention® - oxcollont, as por. Hoinlein in the Fob. lincup.
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FOOTNOTE: Must first thonk JUR for doing all tho hard work in the pro-
duction of this shoot. Ploago accopt usunl apologny apbout firet ctoncil-
cutting. Remombor - No. 2 dopends on YOUR pupport. '
NEVS - FFF forocast ASTOUNDING Annual on Dece. 7th, no dotails.




