e 'Who 18, as you already know from June FIDO, Heinlein again, is
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COVER I'OVELET thie rorth is Bob Heinlein's "Universe®, ‘ #

i & great NOVA tale of a civilization built down the generations L
i by tho descendants of the crew of a gigantic interstellar ex- AT
, ploratory ship which missed its goal - a fascinating story - gm?j*“*wg“

. JYC informs us, via his Editcrial on Heinlein's graph of Fut- mj jim
‘ure History, that Bob's worling on a sequel., Anson kiacDonald, ot

‘responsible for the other novelet - "Solutiou Unsatisfactory®- | ™
~which poses the unanswerab,e question of how to form a defence g

against; and how to best ocgntrol the inevitable irresistible o> pu
waapon! Eric F. Russell hiis the high-spot of the shorts with
“Joy Score”, he keeps you guessing right down to the last par- ‘i
agroph with this tale of a very tough native of Harth. Barry
Talton is again present, this nonth with a sorewhot coplica~
ted, but enjoyable incident in subspace -~ "Subcruiser®. "Liar® _
is contributed by Isaac Asinov - conceruing Herble, the robot r4
vho couldn't hurt anyone's feelings! The renaining chort's not

et e |
roally worthy of mention, bvelng the worat that JWC has lot in e |
for “any noonsg, a Vie Phillips” and Scott Roberts. collaboration

under the title of “Fish Story" - very appropriatoiThs soriaol I Eﬁ
15 thus left for congideration - L. Sprague de Canp's "Stolen ) ‘jﬁﬁ 1
Dormuuse” . This is a novel built on the suio baslce ideas on o Nttt
serial he ran in tho early UYKIOWN, “Divide and Rulel® Talo of |o . =

the highly aristocratic foudal world of the future - and of tho W{“““ﬁh\ |
roconcilintion of the parties to the foud - all hanging on the } L 58 |
1'ate of the stolen seni-corpse of an englneer in suspended an- LJ 1;1
iration. Vhacky in the trus de Carp nunner, but a grent, ond
hutourous tale. Illustrations by Krador, Rogers - spuelally on
Univorse -. and Schneeran. NO == there's no article!! ;
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JUST enough space again this month, to note that thig naglet 1o U e
perpetrated at 31, Bexwell Road, Downhan Morkot, Norfolk, under i
the supervision of Don J. Doughty. Kindly duplicated, and diot- )”4

ributed with tho PFIDO nelling oach month by J. Michael Rosenblumf“‘““‘
B Bl S B R At R 40 -
Ol I want to nalto an appeaf t%*alf%§gu¢kind§ﬁearted fans - yes, I know
that you are hard-hearted, but moybe tho noxt guy len't, and this is neant
for such as he. IF you can think up anything at all stfletional, such as
o short article, or anything in the way of poesy, and even if you don't !
think that it's very interesting, just bung it along to the address obove. !
I'11 take all you havo to soend - other people iay be lnterosted in i, |
As jyou may renenber, this shooet was startod with the objJect of:.being de~ |
voted to ASTOUNDING, tho undoubted lsader of tlg Stfield, but it was ob- .
vioug that such a policy, having such rarrow lirits, could not holé up |
very long, wherefore the sheet has ovolved to the usual chatty (I honc!).
and genoralised stf-shoet that you hold to-day. Tithout Tow holp and
suppnort in the way of natorial 1t will doterioratc to nothingnesg -~ if
vou'd rather have it that way, well, just don't sond anything! DondD
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RAIBLING thru' the letters that havée arrived chez moi since the last ish
OF T T find that Jacl Gibson is again present, askiflg, "What do - you
think of this RadioTocatIon? Can it be the humble begining of the meteor-.
detector so beloved of stf-authors? Can 1t% I think so."™ I think se too,
Jack, and so do several other people. In fact JWC - or McCann, if you
prefer it that way - had a filler on that subject in an ASF a fow months
agoy can't find the darn issue at the nonent, asking the sarie question -
and that, lads, before wo had heard a word about it. Ken Bulmer has becn
chaging ASF backwards, and has "run across a few copics ol late 1935 and
begining 1936 Just rcading BLUE HAGIC by Charlec Villard Diffin. Boy,
whot a story! Now, if Compbell were to-get domg noro of -that style of ae-
tion and plot, he would bring AST right up the top, wherc, adnittedly, it
is, but there is sonec nighty strong competition creeping up...The wholo
story has, well I nust say it, on atmosphere, an aura surrounding it that
is just tho sort of thing I lap up. It has an indefinablc sonething that
brings it above the rut of stuff appeoring to-day. I wonder what hag be-
core of CUDiffin lately? He's not, by any chance unfortunately dead, like
go nany SPists of late?" Gunner Ted Carnell has a word or two to say on
the subject of UNKNOWE « "Of all the fTrials and tribulationg magazine gtf
has gone through since 1926, nothing has affected me so bitterly as the
news of UNKHOWH going large-size. I read it in FW when I reached home on
thursday, and it alnost turned ny leave sour! I've been oppoged to large
oize always. The cize iz too cumbersone to carry confortably, read ocor-
fortably, or file decently. They look like Sob Rorances or sonmething;
carted round by a love-sick swain.... raybe L'n al[ergic to the size, but
I virtually creep all over at the thought of UNK lowering its dignity to
such o level." A& clLosing shot from Eric Needhan, sonewhat of an anti-cli-
nax, after the tone of ceveral other letters on the subject - "Somehow I
didn't think so rmuch of SLAI: it iz what I would call a perfectly point-
lecs story..." And that after .I had a very hot anti-van Vogtian - John
HHorgan - converted to a very pro-vV with the help of SLAK. List thou to
Jehn - "I can only =dnit that SLAR is just about the best SF story I've
had the pleasure to read for o long time ''''' one ruct give honour where
it ic due, and there you have 1t .! seimasese e s 20 00 0 10 20 d0An 4
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TSR e frorr ====== Frank Millg
ASTOUYDING and UNKHOWN: As ASF gets
rrore Unknownish every nonth, Unknoun changes its title to Unknown WORDDS.
This brings two problens to the fore. I. Is Unknowm going to feature cfn,
as its title seerc to suggest, or is iT going to contimue with its prec-
ent policy??? At the rorent a lot of stories thot Carmpbell puts in  ASF
are really rore suitable for U, so does this nean that UN & ASF are co-
ing to change places, one publishing sfn and sccience-disguised fantasy,
and the other pure osfn, or what??? 1I How are the BREs going to turn out
now that UN is going large-sized? With the paper cshortage I certainly do
not think that we will get a large-size reprint; co that leaves two alt-
ernativeg. Either ther will be no nore Unknown BRE, or it will continuc
with tis present size. Both are about as bad, but if we do sec solething
of UN it will be beotter than nothing -- however, I have ny doubtg.....
TERILLINIG VOI'DER STORIES: With the
April issue this nag. enters a policy fairly sinilar to that of STARTLING.
It will featurc a long completo novel and about four shomts every ronth.
The first, in this issue, ic by that great classic writer of sfun - Henry
Ruttner! However, his story is better than the usual tripe that hc turns
out, and it is illustrated by Virgil Finlay. The supporting shorts werc
Tairly good, and according to thc Editor, John Tainc ic signed up for a
novel - propaganda? Vell that's all for now, and I hope that you have
-~ onjoyed this gossip colunn. (This is not by ric - and is ruchly cut.D)
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