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ITt'S MY WAY, by Robert Coulson

Those of you who recall the last ismue (yeah, you; the stupid looking one
over in the cornor) may wonder why this VAIDY is mimeographed, inasmuch as in
said previous issue I remarked upon our acquisition of a multilith. Rest assured,
we still own the machine. So far, however, we. haven?t been able to got it prop-
crly adjusted. lMainly because we know from nothing about the machine and our
experiments so fer have all ended with our sending a sample of the results to
Lynn Hicknan and George Scithers, accompanied by a wail of "What did we do
wrong this time?" (You'd be amazed at the number of things that can go wrong ...
with a multilith,) Right now I am planning on one final grand assault - I got
some new equipment today - after which we let the thing set until we can af-
ford to pay a Multilith ropairman to look at it. (Or until ‘George or Lynn drops
in for a visit.) Multilith repairmen, we discovered, charge $12 per hour, the
tine starting when they leave the office = and the office is 50 miles from here.
The machine does run - that is, it feeds the paper and applies ink to it. The ‘
problem is in getting it to apply the ink where we want it the machine seems .
to have delusions of being a non-representational artist. Hopefully by the time
you read this we!ll have the thing running. (Or at least, I hope so; I know you "
don't care, you ghouls, You probably think it!s funny,) g

HORIZOWS (Warner) First, it seems I was in orror when I said in the last VAKDY %
that nobody has to either pay for or return unordered merchandise, Vobody in A
Indiana, iiew Jersey, and one or two other states have to, but apparently people

in more backward areas like Maryland are still required to either pay or return,
Little item in CONSU:EER REPCRTS awhilo kack c¢n it.

Airplane vse bus services Industries demand good air connections because 3
their executives like to fly to conferences. Whoever heard of a vice-president 3]
of a corporation going anywhere on a bus? (Hartford City has been losing es- 3
tablished industry and new r¥ospects, both, because of an inadequate airport,
It doesn't really bother me; I'm here in the first place because I don't like
burgeoning cities. But it gets the local chamber of commerce all worked up. ) o
So the cities provide what the industries want; what do they care about the aver~ =%’
age citizen? Let him buy a car, )

THE VINEGAR WOR (Leman) Don't recall if you zet COL:SULER REPORTS or not; if o 4®
not, you might be interested in the following quote from the Feb. 1969 issue.
"People who answered advertisements of Leslie Goodwins Productions, Inc., Los
Angeles, soliciting plays, stories, or ideas for movies and television were not-
ified that their offerings had been "accepted for collaboration! and asked to
pay 279 for "collaboration services!", even though the ads promised a "free"
examination and did not mention any fees. So stated a complaint filed by the
Attorney Gencral of California, who said furtheresse.." and so on. "An injunct-
ion handed down by a California superior court barred Goodwins Productions from
soliciting material for the purpose of charsing the author a fee. It also barred
Geodwing from continuing to use certain misrepresentations in ads. In the long
list of such misrepresentations were: indicating that Leslie Goodwins was a
director of leading television programs, when in fact he had been only an as-
sistant; indiocating that no special talent is needed to write the storieses."
And so on, "The Goodwins firm paid a penalty of $5500." That will do a lot of
deterring, noweesses But I suppose it!s better than ignoring them,

& lovely, lovely, lovely issue, lian, like, you write funny,



SELF-PRESERVATION (Hoffmon) Leo Hoffman's herocs shoot cap pistols.

Gea, all I ever found wos one crurmy arrowhead. Of course, I suppose the
place to find artifacts would be in an elderly city; the countryside hasg been so
thoroughly picled over, Good luck on your 'cavenging.

Itll be wary of turtles in the future, too. Darmn if I'm going to righk thenm
collecting any of my teeth; I don't have any to:spare.

WARHOOY (Bergeron) Willis and Shaw were great. I donft recall any American loco-
notive being sunk, but I believe we did have one rammed by a steamboat some
ears 250,

THIS THLG (Sanders) Incidentally, I'm plad Joe explained his move so fully. Last
fall T mentioned thet I mlgnt see hirl shortly in Indichapolis, and after a short
weit I got a reply from Fario, Horth Dalota, That sort of thing tends to worry
MEssse

Depex sonallzatlon. Thatts one that I have troubLo senercting any sympathy
for, ("Becau ;¢ you have the hide of a rhinocerous and a head to match!, mJ
friends tell mo.) Woll, yos, but the point is I wasn't born with a firm (an
over-optéinistic?) belief in my owm worth; I developed it. What I can do, other
people can do, So businecs treats mo as an interchangeable unit = go? I think
one contributing factor is this driving urge to gucceed, to makd money, thet
has been fostered in this country. (Or is tnat just another gymptom? ..on strive
to sudcead because it's the only way they know low to reinforce.their sagzing
e;0te They hove to prove themselves, constantly, because down deep they dontt
believe in themselves,) It's a vicious cyecle; in order to suegeed most people
havo to aecept positions as intexzchanzeable units, and if they decide they, con't .
li%e it they'rc afraid tdé quit. Anyway, I'm so far out of a L Lt ERa Uhat % dontt
reullw underdtand it = as this paragraph probably proves.

I.hed o wiclous cyele oncej it rarmed a spoke in my leg.

DIASPAR IT (Carr) I agreo pretty fully with your facty, and I DON'T LIGE THb
RESULTS, “Laugh-In" U&u ;ood for ons yvear and is currently a big fat bore, The
new writers -including Lorry liven = aren't au good 'ag everyone in fanzines
garvs thoy are. (Sone of tlmu are _ood - but not that good.) Liaybe it's juct
bucouse I don't see imich connection botween an ordored universe (which of course
never existed) and organized fiction. I have yet to read any fiction that re=
Tleéts wore than an infintesinmal fragment of the miiverse, and those fragments
can be Qtho ordc*ld, I sec no partlcalgr renson for reading fiction that is
Ju‘u Llilze real life; I'm in contact with real life cvery day'anyway. Why both-

» Lo read ﬂbouu it vhen you can live it? Tall: about escapichseees

DYilATROii (Taclett) Goe, Roy, I don't have to wonder ebout how I core across to
ny readers; theylre aluays teilln; re about it, in no uncortain terms, (Thoey're
ribﬂb, tOO....-) 2

TRILL (Jells) I think I agree with you in general, but you left out onc item;
equality of punisiment, I don't mean so much that 2 UG310 il get a longer
jeil tem1 than a white for the gcaie offense (though he ;enerally-will), but
thot o corporation can do too many things that an individuel can't. in individ-
.ual who suindles his neighbor can be jailed, or fined heavily onough to make
him thinl: twice about the ridk. & coupan;’ causht defrauding its custoners is
ugsually fined less than the amount of profit it made, and of course it.goes
right ahead, ind individvals tend to fecl that what's a mugging or two cemparod
to the money Leoslie Gooduins Productions took from the suckers? (Zpressed, of
coursc, ag 'they! rather th31 by giving spoeific nanmes. "They" get away with
it =~ uhy shouldn't I? .Jh 1ndeed?) A ood share of this country's disrespect
for lzir vias brousnt on bv the sort of luv e have. (iot all of it, but a good
share, ) 4 1 3
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SERCON!S BAIE (Susby) I certainly wouldn't recognize you in the dispuise men-
tioned, but then Juanita constantly tells me I'm unobservant. I think maybe itls
a basic disinterest in people. Or meybe just a bosic disinterest in people who
put on funny costunes?

CLCOSTZS (Pelz) Znjoyed, but no comment.

HELEI?S FALTASIA (Jesson) If youth really srovs wiser as it grows older, why do
so many adults get drunlz rogularly? Sverything you said about "pot! was truc -
and is equally true about alecohol. Wever having used marijuana, I don't know if
: ; . - ) s 7 riip—
it can be used in moderation or not, but I'n told it can, LSD is something else.

HEUTE (Pavlat) Cn cremation, I tal:e my stand along with Lerl: Twain, (I told the
preaciier I wanted to be cremated when I died and he said 'I don't think you neecd
to worrv!,8) iIrmi.,.."I am holping at one of the Citizens for uunphery-.uskie
sroupsess!! 1o vonder Humphrey lost; all those people’you tallkked to probably
couldn't loecate his nane on the ballot, I don't thins Nizion will be a catastrophe
(though Walter Hiclel in Interior may be), but I didn!t vote for him. (I figured
I'¢ voted for hinm the lagt time, and once was enough.)

1LIOOWSHINE (iioffatt) Tou can tell welre out in the sticks; I hadn't even heard of
"The Zaglish® (not having read the FAPA mailing until tonight) wntil the paper-

back cane out on the stands, last week, I looked at the bool:, and tho price, and
decided I might pick it up cometime when I have more money to throw away,

That soers to be all the comments, I would like to thanl: all you gzood
people 1ho publighed eon reports, however; it reduced my reading tine enormous=
L7y fctually, I ¢lirmed more fanzines this mailing than I probably should have;
I didn't feel like perusing every word in tho mailing,

haybe next issuc vill be nultilithed?

Tou Lnow horr it is when you submit noterial to fanzine and it folds without
publishing it? Or join e club and it irmediately disintegrates? I figure I'vo
helped kill off at least three clubg and half = dozen fanzines in my time, but
nowr I'm going on to bettor things. The last publicher to accept a "Thomas
Stratton! stf novel ig in the process of :joing banizrupt. (Ho, I don't mean
Acos wetd had a serics accepted - but not paid for - by this cruddy little Wis-
consin publisher.) Do you suppose I have the Power?

Sonebody can doodle herc, or maybe Juanita con put an illo,

‘ RSC

EGGS A1D LARRCI3ONE netuall-, I've decided to skip illos alto ether this:
tine, If I'm to have an; cpectation of _ettin_ this

to the mailer before tho deadline, it hag to be done and ready to _o by tomorromr
rornin,,  Since it's now 4mm and I havo a few other thin_ s to do todajseee

sctually, I, probably doa't take the proper approach to apain . According,
to confirmed Cultist Geor_c ..eap I !miorr = don'te I onjoy many of the people in
Fapa -- soie of them arc amon, ny very favorite peconle -~ butthe cocktail party
analo_ 7 may discoura_e me from participating, as imeh as ¥ nijht, Like the party,
I've found in the past that the people I was most interested in talliin, to oc-
cagionally vandered asray for a year or so between convergationse Now it looks
as if I'm Jjoined them in that particular habit. :

lnavbe next issue will be multilithed. .e are plannin_ to talie a plun_e of
sorty and cormiit to multilith for the next issue of Yandro, which may or may not
be trauwiatic. ; adore sone of the art effects onecan _et with multilith, but I
am findin_ that with the correspondin; lovely blacks one inherits a plentitude
of rollers, knobs, ticels and alimost wncountable thin,s that can _o wron, with
the beast,




I doubt I shall ever be as comfortable rith the nultilith as I've been with
the Tover and the Gestetner. for one thing, I no lon_er feel the master of g
printin, press, It's dan_erous to et mad at uonetnlno that wei hs 800 lbs and
can iron you into a blac!: cornflake if yvou're not careful., I aluays felt safe in
cursing at the mimeo_rapns. The least they could do was become annoyin,., Irv-
o the Liultilith has teeth,

HCRIZONS (Warncr) ILilwaulee, the one fair sized city with which I'm moderately
acquainted, has very _ood bus services To prevent robberies they have recontly
be_un uyin, correct chan,e or token setup, with the drivers carryin, no chan ec.
dut the routes are ugOLULlJ close to vhere I, at least, want to _o when I'm in
the city, the fares are reasonable, the froquency of bu'ves quite adequate even
in the bitterly cold uiaters Lilwaukeo features. it. Wayne, on the other hand,
is in that never~never catejory of cities desirin_ bus service: too bi, to et
alon_ without any cdurin, 1tu ush hours and too small for tHe bus line to earn
ity Peep between rush hours, 4s a result the bus business is, accordin; to the
papers, in an alnost porpetual erisis, with outra,ed citizens and head-in-hands
city coun01lnen mutually a_onizin, und nobody comin, up with a very _ood soln-
tions 4apparently subsidation is impossible in a city with i't. Jaynels tai base

I don't know how it is in .2 erstown, But in a nuwiber of cities it's ox Dect-
ed that if you intend to teach in tno same school system the coming fall, you

sin your contract before school is out in the sprin;, Gtheruise, yourpogltlon
is up for _rabs and the super oes recruiting at the nearest teachers! colle_e.
llot true everjwhere of course, but often enou,_h to malie some teachers virtual
slaves of the gschool sustems in which they teach, 4nd then, too, sorle teachers!
striles have not been for more vaue for themseélves but for 1m3rovenent in the
deal the scinool system itself _ets from tazpayers and citizens. One hag.to knou
the situation to nake JudJmsnts. Teachin, is as hard to ueneralize on ay any
other profession.

‘haybe you can't find it in your heart to censure smiol rerg, but I can, Itve
about had it wAith then, after suffering for a _ood nany Jears, I occasionally
comalalned -0t little useful response, sight now I'm to the sta_e where. I symi=-
pathize deep v with the little old lady in the jolze who took the scissors from
ner lmaitting, ba and onlaped the offenderts eciar (the "_entleman" sharin. the
railroad car Ultn the "o Smolting si n posted) in half, |

Lour Christmases sound terribl: depressin_ to me. I suppose my Germanic
back_round mal:es me thini there's no ay to celebrate year!s end ciicept in the
wvarmtia of cozy house, overloaded tree, piles of cooltics and breads and eneral
wallowin, in the attendant pa_an customs,.

THE VINEGAR W/CRi (Leman) Oh boy do I bet you uet lettersl Wheei There may be
talent buried under all these pompouy introductions, but I thinlz I could find

it quidler if I didn't have to shovel dowa tarou,h all thie stuffe...and that

es for the' ubJectv goulre parod;in ,, too,
darlzing back to your adventurou Ultl tho vanity publisher, I tend to laugh

a little Leﬂﬂ_wnd be a trifle inore annoyed with them than some fanss I have a
mundane friend irho has the desperato ur e to write and be Uublished. ver writing
is nothin pectecular, T p oty ce~talnl" no worse than soile things currently
bein, published, Sut outgide of te.LJ.:mb ner to just keep writing and submitting
and try try a_jain there isn't much one can do in the vay of encourajerient. It ig
all rather ad. I have warned her sternly about vanity publishers, but I'nm afraid
she nay et so desperate after months of buttlnb wer head a_aingt tne, tc her,
stone wall of "Them" in the publishing field that she nay fall under the spell of
a Leslie whoever, Which malzes me annoyed with them, as well ay anuused,




. Wy

SELF-PRESERVATION (Eoffnan) Very ruch enjoyed, even if I tan't find anythin; too
much to say about it. Only opportunities, if they could be called soy for dig-
oing around here are in liounds State Parl:, Unfortunately, the place has been
well piclied over by nwierous colle e classes and anateurs vho all got there long
before I did, The mounds are now so over_rowm that it's difficult to _rasp their
nan-made nature, I understand about all that'!s ever been found there are a feu
arrowheads and occasionally a piece of pottery, all lon, since renoved,

POCR _1ICHARDMS AL A AC (orowm) There is a sonse of time-bihdin; in readin;, all
this about winiature _olf, The Jost Jears of my youth and such., Indyfandom too
had its era of miniature olf insanity, but that all happened 10-15 years ago,
when I wag a young fan and full of enthusiasr, =

iichy I'm not sure why the conviction the Chi police had "2 vendetta aiainst
the demonstrators in particular, It was well publicized, certainly, but that
toum's nolice have rarely had a World!s Finest roputation, The one paw out and
lqol: the other way approach has even been immortalized in fill: son,, years a;0.
And vhat's all this about the blacks? I san very few blacks in the demonstra-
tiong, and LicCarthy in particular lost any chance to et ny vote by his'clever
skirting of the civil rights question,

ALIQUCT (eve}in) were's hopin, you stay a con-fan, lusty. See you in St.-Louis,

WARLCCET (Jergeron) If vou thin: I'n soing to stick ny toe into such exotic
waters, featuria; such o line~up, as run throu h this issue, I'm seorry, I%r not
that brave, I ghall just stand here on the sidelines and admire, Spectacularly

impressive,

THIS THING (Sanders) Itts s00C to hear from you aiain, Joe., 4nd you sound ag
thou htful as ever, Too imuch to discuse here to bo treated in a ghort=short
vabigines I'LL have to urite you a twenty pa e letter one of these days,

DYIIATRC (Tackett) @alzer sounds a trifle younise Incidentally, anent this dis-
cussion on maingtream, I vonder that Salananca's LILIT.. .ot so little notice in
the fan preus, There is certainly an elemient of it == amid the rarmpant syribol-
ilgm == that is stron;ly stfnal, The narrator aslis himself whether or not the
sArl wag truly uwnbalanced or vhether she Just night possibly have been in con-
tact with Somethin, outgide our sphere of lnowledge,

DIASPAL (Carr) Spealzing of people making Feace cestures, IIBC, I thinl: it was,
shqued a Wallace rally bein disrupted by demonstrators; and vhile some of then
were indeed flin_ ing the V-for-Feace sign several who trere well within sharp
focug were maliin. quite another esture, and it boded nothing at all in the di-
rection-of peace. The wonder ig that [BC didn!t edit out those pieces of film
including, those _esturers, Laybe they're too naive to Inow what it neant,

I hope you're ri_ at about bhe sturdiness of the plotted storsr-in g¢f. I
hope youlre ri_ht about the nerwr hope for peace too, I'd feel hopeful if I
hadn't read so much history, It sets discoura_ing, The uedia nay malie the dif-
ference in this pacifist novement ~- maybe, I'n afraid I!a not so sanguine about
the altruistic nature of the human tpecies in .eneral, Idealiun Lets the lanps
inocised out of it the hard way, or it alvays has in the past, It'd be nice if
you were risht, though, | :

SYI'APSE (Speer) iverytine I read one of your _rarmatical bits, whether a nit
pleliing to point out 2 nigspelling or such as 0 Say Cen iou Parse, I wonder what
you tidal: of the alternate statements of crammariang that the grarmar we are




currently using in Inglish is oLll vron,. Their point is the gramner iy derived
from Latin grammar and the langua e isn't, and I gather their stand is the whole
iess should be throwm out and we chould start over, It has some merit as an idea,
particularly if ybu've ever tried to explain the rationale for some .nglish gran-
fiar to a wchool child.s Far too much of it exists solely on the basis of: do it
that way because the book says so.

CTRILL (ells) I bet you'lre coing to et arjued with, too.

SAii (Stiles) Iiy one objection to druys as a yeneral thing for humanity is my fear
that in too many fields of huran endeavor it's ;oing to mean stagnation, and as

a result, death for people who could otherrise be kept alive to enjoy their parti-
cular thing s, I doa't thinls Santing would have been able to iscolate insulin (to
cite an example rather important to the Coulsons right now) if he had been turied
on and dropped out to the needs of a larger society that involved large drug mane
ufacturing corporations, the Ad.sA. and a lot of other sometimes wapleasant nsta-
blishment outfits.

\CACCETIES (Pelz) Trouble is (or maybe the proper term is trasedy), if we as a
gpecies cease to exfist in this contury or the one immediately following, it -will
have been too late foir many of our fellor species, This is the way of nature, I
suppose, gince we are currently the nost.successful erperiment and that gives us
the rijht to crowd out or eliminate any others we choose. We also have the poten-
tial B0 elininate all:other speciesy, which I don't think ilature would exactly ap-
prove. She probablyr trould make 2 gtab at sterting all over again, but if you
thinlz alon, thoge lines you enc up on a naddening treadnill, '

: : 2
QA8AR (Challker) I thinl: maybe you should talls things over with Donaho., ie says
the conbination masquerade/iight shoufroclz band bit was a smashin_ success and
everybody loved it, I wasn't there, so I can't say, I can only say to judge by
the comments in letters to Xandro by people who were there that oninion ran seme-
thing lile © to 1 that while the lizht show and rock bands were enjoyable, they
distracted from the masquerade, rathier than contributed. : .

~HEUTE (Favlat) : lLaybe the reacon your plant recuperated se well was. that you
talked to it and defended it ajainst the cat. The current lational Wildlife hag
a very fascinating article about a foruer CIA Dolysraph eipert who hoolied up his
Little truth or consequences boir to e pnilodendron and .ot positive readings,
in one instence the plant practically had hysteries vhen he said aloud that he
wag thinking about burning one of his leaves, They include the craph paper and
everything, and the article ig headed by a full color picture shouing the juy
seriously e ein, tho philodendron with the nolyraph leads hoolzed onto its leaves,
Welre trying to decide just how nueh they're kidding, and if they arent!t, what do
all the we_etarians do now? Tou hear that, Andy: plants are sentient and feel
© pain when you cut and cool: them, so I guess youlll have to quit eating them, too.

HCUQUE (Clarlie) .is soreone who, I suspect, transferred more Pickering articles
to svencil than most ifPAns, I very much avpreciated that == only that'!s vhat he
reads lilze after he's edited, .

I'n sure thewre are checlmarks I nissed, but- I really nust et thig thing on the
mineo realsoonnou er itls never going to nake it,
e

Thig has been VAIDY 531, from lobert & Juanita Coulson, .ioute .3, Lartford City,
Indiana, 47348, for ¥iPi mailing, 126, Cebruary 1969



